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Parenthood is one of the most
emotional aspirations in human
life. Yet, for many couples, con-
ceiving a child naturally can be-
come a difficult and emotionally
demanding journey. Infertility may
result from a wide range of factors
involving either partner, including
problems with ovulation, blocked
or damaged fallopian tubes, re-
duced sperm quality, endometrio-
sis, advancing age or unexplained
causes. In such circumstances,
modern reproductive medicine has
provided an important option—In
Vitro Fertilisation (IVF).

IVF is an assisted reproductive
technology in which fertilisation
takes place outside the human
body in a laboratory. The resulting
embryo is subsequently trans-
ferred into the uterus with the aim
of achieving pregnancy. What once
seemed almost unimaginable has
now become an established medi-
cal technique, offering possibilities
of parenthood to many people who
might otherwise face significant
difficulties conceiving.

The IVF process generally begins
with medicines that stimulate the
ovaries to produce multiple mature
eggs. These eggs are then col-
lected through a carefully con-
trolled medical procedure. At the
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THE IVF TECHNIQUE

same time, sperm is obtained from
the male partner or where medi-
cally appropriate and legally per-
mitted, from a donor. In the labo-
ratory, an egg and sperm may be
combined to allow fertilisation. In
some situations, a technique
called Intracytoplasmic Sperm In-
jection (ICSI) is used, in which a
single sperm is injected directly
into an egg.

Following fertilisation, the develop-
ing embryo is monitored in the
laboratory. An embryo considered
suitable for transfer may then be
placed inside the uterus. Depend-
ing on the individual circum-
stances, additional embryos may
sometimes be frozen for possible
future use. Pregnancy is subse-
quently confirmed through appro-
priate medical testing.

Despite its remarkable possibili-
ties, IVF is not a guaranteed path-
way to parenthood. Its success
can vary considerably according to
factors such as age, reproductive
health, egg and sperm quality, un-
derlying medical conditions and
the specific treatment approach.
Multiple treatment cycles may

sometimes be required, and the
process can involve considerable
financial, physical and emotional
demands.

It is therefore important that IVF
should not be presented as a
simple technological solution to
infertility. Before beginning treat-
ment, couples should receive
proper medical evaluation and
counselling. They should be in-
formed about potential benefits,
limitations, risks, costs and avail-
able alternatives. Decisions should
be made in consultation with quali-
fied fertility specialists rather than
on the basis of advertisements,
social-media claims or unrealistic
promises.

IVF also raises important ethical
and social questions. The creation,
storage and use of embryos, do-
nor conception, genetic testing, re-
productive autonomy and the le-
gal status of stored embryos re-
quire thoughtful consideration. Dif-
ferent countries and jurisdictions
have developed different regula-
tions concerning assisted repro-
ductive technologies. Responsible
medical practice therefore re-

quires both scientific competence
and respect for ethical and legal
frameworks. Another issue deserv-
ing greater attention is the emo-
tional experience of people under-
going fertility treatment. Repeated
procedures, uncertainty about out-
comes and social pressure can
create significant psychological
stress. Infertility should not be
treated as a source of shame or
as a measure of a person's worth.
Families, healthcare professionals
and society have an important role
in creating an environment of un-
derstanding and dignity. At the
same time, IVF should be viewed
within the broader landscape of re-
productive healthcare. Prevention
and early treatment of reproduc-
tive disorders, awareness about
fertility, healthy lifestyles, appro-
priate medical consultation and
access to evidence-based
healthcare remain important. IVF
is one option among several ap-
proaches used in the management
of infertility, and it is not neces-
sarily appropriate for every indi-
vidual or couple.The development
of IVF represents an extraordinary
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chapter in medical science. It
demonstrates how knowledge of
reproductive biology, embryology,
genetics and laboratory medicine
can be brought together to address
one of life's most complex chal-
lenges. Yet the real achievement
of science lies not merely in what
technology can do, but in how re-
sponsibly and compassionately it
is used.
As reproductive medicine contin-
ues to advance, society must en-
sure that scientific progress re-
mains accompanied by
affordability, informed consent,
ethical safeguards and emotional
support. IVF can open a door to
parenthood for some, but behind
every medical procedure is a hu-
man story filled with hope, uncer-
tainty and expectation.
Ultimately, the story of IVF is not
simply about fertilisation in a labo-
ratory. It is about the continuing
ability of science to expand pos-
sibilities while reminding us that
medicine must always remain
centred on human dignity, in-
formed choice and compassionate
care.
SURINDERPAL SINGH
FACULTY IN SCIENCE DEPART-
MENT SRI AMRITSAR SAHIB
PUNJAB.
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Searching for scientific consciousness in the market of miracles

Faith is a personal belief, but the future of a nation is determined by logic, evidence, research and innovation.

- Dr. Priyanka Saurabh

India's strength lies not only in its faith
but also in its knowledge tradition. The
problem arises not in worship, prayer,
or religious belief, but when miracles
are replaced by evidence and super-
stition by reason. Societal insecurity
and uncertainty also operate behind

claims of astrology, palmistry, proph- §&

ecy, witchcraft, or miracles. In such
times, a scientific outlook does not
mean opposing religion, but rather
cultivating the habit of asking ques-
tions and seeking evidence. Children
must be taught to question rather than
simply memorizing answers. Labora-
tories alongside temples, reason
alongside faith, and a scientific con-
sciousnhess alongside tradition are the
true needs of modern India. Today's
India presents an interesting paradox.
While the country is advancing in ar-
eas such as space exploration, digi-
tal technology, medicine, biotechnol-
ogy, and artificial intelligence, many
segments of society remain fasci-
nated by claims of miracles, proph-
ecy, astrology, palmistry, witchcraft,
and so-called divine powers. Fromtime
to time, new religious sites, spiritual
centers, and popular saints enter the
spotlight. As a pilgrimage site be-
comes a center of devotion, the num-
ber of followers of a storyteller or saint
rapidly increases. This is not just a
matter of religion, but also a matter
of understanding the psychological
and intellectual tendencies of society.
It might be sarcastically said that new
"gods" become popular here from time
to time. But behind this satire lies a
serious question: why do people find
such an attraction to miracles and
supernatural claims?

Humans are inherently curious and
fearful of uncertainties. lllness, unem-
ployment, marriage, children, exams,
jobs, financial crisis, and worries
about the future drive them to seek
answers that offerimmediate reassur-
ance. Science often takes time to find
answers to problems. In contrast, if
someone claims to predict the future,
explain the cause of illness, or offer a
solution to a problem within minutes,
aperson in distress may be drawn to
them. This is the psychological
ground where a market for supersti-

tion is created.

In India, many people have become
popular, including those who predict
the future by reading palm lines, pre-
dicting marriage and career, determin-
ing life's direction based on planetary
positions, and claiming miracles.
Social media has further expanded
this trend. Previously, a claim was
heard by a limited circle of people;
now, a video can reach millions of
people in a matter of hours. Visual
impact, emotional language, and sto-
ries of personal experiences can
make a claim seem like evidence,
whereas personal experience is not
the same as scientific proof.

This is where the need for a scientific
approach comes into play.

A scientific approach does not mean
that a person should abstain from
worship, visit temples, or abandon
their religious beliefs. Faith is a mat-
ter of personal life, and everyone has
the right to their own beliefs. How-
ever, accepting a claim about a natu-
ral phenomenon, disease, cure, or
miracle based solely on faith is not a
scientific approach. The scientific
approach says: ask questions, look
for evidence, test, and be prepared to

change your beliefs if the evidence
changes.

The Indian knowledge tradition itself
has been filled with questions and
curiosity. From Aryabhata to modern
Indian scientists, our tradition has
made significant contributions to
mathematics, astronomy, physics,
medicine, and other fields. Even to-
day, Indian scientists and technical
experts are demonstrating their ca-
pabilities worldwide. Therefore, it
would not be fair to say that Indiais a
country unfamiliar with scientific think-
ing. The real challenge is to ensure
that scientific consciousness reaches
the last person in society.

Looking at the world's technological
development, technologies like GPS,
Google, Microsoft, YouTube,
Facebook, and artificial intelligence
have been built upon years of re-
search, experimentation, investment,
and learning from failures. They were
not created by claiming miracles, but
by identifying problems, asking ques-
tions, experimenting, and developing
solutions. Such talent exists in India
as well. The question is, where are
we channeling that talent?

The role of our schools is crucial here.

If a child is given answers to every
question simply by citing tradition,
their curiosity may be limited. If they
are told to ask questions, seek evi-
dence, and investigate for them-
selves, that same child could become
a researcher, scientist, doctor, engi-
neer, orinnovative entrepreneur inthe
future.

To foster a scientific consciousness,
families, schools, the media, and
social institutions—all must under-
stand their roles. Instead of sensa-
tionalizing claims of miracles, the
media should factually investigate
them. Experiment-based education
should be promoted in schools. Fami-
lies should encourage children's
questions rather than suppress them.
Instead of immediately believing a
video on social media, we must culti-
vate the habit of investigating its
source and evidence.

It's also important to understand that
superstition isn't limited to the reli-
gious sphere. Believing in rumors,
assuming someone is an expert with-
out proof, mistaking everything on
social media for truth, and relying on
health claims without scientific basis
are all manifestations of the same

" (Dr. Priyanka Saurabh,
PhD (Political Science), is
a poet and social thinker.)

problem.

India doesn't need to take away
anyone's faith. What's needed is to
strengthen conscience. We need a
society where temples are also labo-
ratories, prayers are also research,
traditions are also questions, and faith
is also respected for evidence.

Our greatest goal for the coming gen-
eration should not be the discovery
of a new miracle, but the discovery of
new questions. An India where chil-
dren don't ask, "How did this miracle
happen?”, but instead have the cour-
age to ask, "What is the evidence for
this claim?"

The real progress of a nation is re-
flected not only in the number of its
religious places but also in its
schools, universities, libraries, labo-
ratories, research institutes and in-
novation centres.

Have faith, but with discretion.

Have faith, but with room for ques-
tions.

Tradition should remain, but with sci-
entific consciousness.

Because the future of a nation is not
created by miracles but by knowl-
edge, logic, research and human dis-
cretion.
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Does the Alpha Generation Really Need Another Holiday?

For the last few days, reports
relating to a potential five-day
working week with Saturday and
Sunday as weekly holidays in
government educational institutions
have been going viral in the social
media. It has created quite a buzz
amongst parents, teachers and
sections of the civil society. Whether
the competent authorities consider
the idea and its implications on
academic, administrative and
practical dimensions is for the latter
to decide. But shouldn’t the most
important question be; Are our
children getting enough continuity,
time and opportunity to prepare
themselves for a growing
increasingly competitive world?
This question becomes very
pertinent with reference to the Alpha
Generation. The children bornin an
era of artificial intelligence,
automation, robotics, digital
technology and revolution in the
pattern of working and living; will
require more than the ability to
memorize. They will need to
understand, comprehend, innovate,
solve problems, communicate
effectively and be in a constant state
of learning.

The importance of one extra weekly
holiday in the context of education
would hence, seem insignificant;
when the issue of continuity in
education is considered. The former
could be an icing on the cake but
the latter makes all the difference to
the former, specially, in the case of
such children.

It is a matter of great surprise, and
indeed of great concern, that it is
observed that in many cases it
becomes difficult for some students
to retain the continuity of learning/
teaching, especially those of the
subjects like Mathematics and
Physics where one concept is the
building block of the next.
Notwithstanding the numerous
breaks during the academic year (in
the form of vacations, holidays,
weather breaks, etc.),

there is a dire need to provide enough
gap for the children to get set for the
next level of learning and
understanding.

The question hence shouldn’t be
whether or not these children
deserve to have one more day of

rest; as they obviously do. The need
for sleep, recreation, family time,
sports and mental relaxation is felt
by all. But the question is whether
cutting down another school day is
the right way to go about it.

The life philosophy of Allama
Muhammad Igbal would be worth
pondering over in this regard. He
believed that in order to be
successful in life, a person needs
to focus on his journey of self-
development and move purposefully
in life as under:

Wohi zamane ki gardish pe
ghalib aata hai

Jo har nafas se kare umr-e-
javedan paida.

“The fellow same is lord of freaks
of fate and strife.

Who with every breath he draws
creates an eternal life”

The interpretation of the couplet is
that, a person shouldn’t be idle and
waste his potential and energy in any
given moment. In fact, every moment
of his life should make him a winner.
So it is not that he shouldn’t work
without break but the break should
make him energetic and prepared to
produce better results, the next
moment. And the same is true for a
nation as well; it should use its
resources wisely and without any
waste to create a new intellectual
and human resource every moment
for its overall development and
prosperity.

And it is this same wisdom that
makes itimperative for us to consider
continuity in education. A child
learning algebra today needs to
understand it so that he gets the
concept of calculus right the day
after. The lesson in Physics may
depend on the one learnt the
previous day. So a break in the
continuity of education may make it
difficult for some students to recall
or revise the last taught lesson
before starting with the new one;
thereby, forcing teachers to take
back the old and wastage of the
teaching-learning process. Also, the
very purpose of imparting education
-to empower a person, wouldn’t be
fulfilled if a person forgets the
concept taught in the school
because he couldn’t understand it
due to the break in continuity.

If Academic Pressure Is the

Problem, Improve Education-Dont
Simply Reduce It

The answer to the problem of
academic pressure shouldn’t be a
reduction in education but quality
education. If reducing the number of
school days is the solution to a
burdened curriculum, then why not
rationalise it? If it is related to the
pattern of examination, then why not
reform it? If it is related to the
provision of emotional support to the
students, then why not strengthen
the counsellors? If it is about lack of
exposure to the students, then why
not expand the sports and creative
activities? And if it is about the need
to make the learning process more
interesting and lively, then why not
train the teachers and change the
pedagogy?

What Is It That We Want Our
Children to Be Prepared For?

It is also a matter of deep concern
that we still have examples around
us in the present day world; where
an illiterate person earns more than
a graduate, simply because he has
got a practical skill that the market

Aubaid Ahmad Akhoon

akhoon.aubaid@gmail.com

demands. We can’t deny that such
a person has not succeeded just
because he doesn’t have an
academic degree; rather such an
example presents a glaring
disconnect between education and
employability.

Our syllabus therefore needs urgent
revision and we need to introduce
more practical, vocational and job-
oriented courses as per the
requirements of the changing
economy. There is a dire need of
vocationalisation of education so that
the education system helps an
individual to stand on his own feet
rather than making an army of
graduates who are still jobless.
Education shouldn’t produce
examination candidates only; it
should produce professionals,
artists, artisans, craftsmen,
technicians, entrepreneurs and
innovators. The degrees earned
should be a means but the skills
possessed should be an end. That
way, the young generation may have
the ability to not just find a job, but

also to run a successful business.
Instead of questioning whether our
students should get another day off;
we should also be considering the
fact that the said day could be
employed to train and equip our
students with the very skills that
could help them earn their livelihood.
Job-oriented workshops, technical
trainings, entrepreneurship events,
communication courses, digital and
vocational exposure, etc., can add
value to the students as an add-on
to their academic learning.

The purpose of education obviously
cannot stop at the granting of a
certificate. Education has to
ultimately empower a person to lead
a life of his own.

Modernise Education Before
Reducing Its Reach

The issue of the status of
government educational institution
also needs to be thought about
seriously. Kashmir has thousands
of government schools and colleges
but why are parents still willing to
spend crores of rupees on private
educational institutions? The answer
to this question needs to be
objectively studied and understood
rather than blindly attributing it to
perception.

Parents want modern education;
and they want it to be imparted in a
disciplined atmosphere. They also
want monitoring of the academic
progress of their ward, exposure to
new technologies, communication
skills and a conducive learning
environment. Therefore, the need of
the hour is to modernise and not just
build more government educational
institutions. The teachers and staff
must be trained regularly while the
infrastructure should be upgraded to
the level of the expectations of the
new generation.

It is also a matter of great concern
that many of the young graduates
are not able to communicate in the
languages they have been studying
for the last ten to fifteen years of their
lives. It is this problem that needs
to be addressed by focusing on
communication, presentation and
practical language skills as a part
of our education system. A degree
may be there but if a youth doesn’t
even have the ability to introduce
himself with confidence and

communicate, it defeats the very
purpose of education.

The aim therefore shouldn’t just be
the reduction of education. Its
transformation, in fact, is the need
of the hour.

If the student gets an additional day
off from school, that day shouldn’t
be lost in the process. That day
should rather be allocated and made
available to the children in the form
of vocational training. That way, it
won't just be a question of shortening
the reach of education but widening
its scope.

Kashmir’s harsh winters are no joke
and neither the children have any
choice over it. The long term answer
lies in better heating/ electricity/
classrooms/ drinking water/
sanitation/ accessibility, etc., while
the answer to the question of lack
of engagement in the schools may
lie in teacher training, modern
pedagogy, labs, libraries,
technology, activity based learning,
etc.

The Alpha Generation Needs
Movement

The Alpha Generation will enter a
world that is unlikely to wait for it.
Artificial intelligence is on the rise,
the boundaries of science are
expanding every day and
competition for skills is growing
every minute. Our children need
more than just examination oriented
education. They need to be curious,
scientific, computer literate and
creative. They need to be able to
communicate effectively, and be
resilient enough to compete in this
world of globalisation. And they need
to be motivated to learn
continuously.

The life philosophy of Allama
Muhammad Igbal also suggests that
we shouldn'’t just follow the easiest
path in life but should strive to carve
our own path with our own sweat and
blood:

Taraash az teesha-e-khud,
jaada-e-khweesh
Ba-rah-e-deegaraan
azaab asth.

“Carve your own path with the chisel
of your own effort;

To walk upon the paths made by
others is to make life an ordeal.”
This couplet is very relevant in the
present context as well. Our children

raftan
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Medical Entrance Exam to Move to CBT Mode from Next Year

The National Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test
(NEET-UG), the country’s major medical
entrance examination, is proposed to move
from the traditional pen-and-paper format
to Computer-Based Testing (CBT) from
next year. The proposed shift is part of a
broader effort by the Ministry of Education
to modernise India’s examination system
and strengthen the infrastructure used for
large-scale competitive examinations.
According to officials, the Ministry is work-
ing on a national, examination-grade CBT
infrastructure strategy that could enable a
smooth transition from offline to online ex-
aminations. The objective is not merely to
replace paper with computers but to cre-
ate areliable, standardised and accessible
examination system capable of handling
millions of candidates.

The proposed change follows concerns sur-
rounding the NEET examination and the
need for stronger examination-security
mechanisms. The government had indi-
cated that NEET could be conducted in
CBT mode, although the final decision and
the detailed implementation framework are
linked to recommendations from the high-
level task force examining reforms in India's
public examination system.

India Already Has Experience with Com-
puter-Based Examinations

The National Testing Agency (NTA), which
conducts NEET and several other major
entrance examinations, already has sub-
stantial experience with computer-based
testing. Examinations such as JEE-Main,
the Common University Entrance Test
(CUET-UG and PG), UGC-NET and CSIR-
UGC-NET are conducted in CBT mode.
Therefore, the proposed transition of NEET
would build upon an examination system
that is already being used for several large-
scale national tests.

The Ministry is considering a wider infra-

structure strategy under which examination
centres across the country would follow
standardised technical and operational
specifications. Such a system could also
help expand the availability of examination
centres in areas where suitable facilities
are currently limited.

Infrastructure Is the Key Challenge

Conducting NEET through computers on a
national scale is a major logistical exer-
cise. The examination attracts a very large
number of candidates, including students
from villages, small towns and districts
where access to high-quality digital infra-
structure may be limited. A national CBT
strategy is therefore expected to address
issues such as the availability of examina-
tion centres, computer capacity, reliable
electricity, internet connectivity, technical
support, data security and backup arrange-
ments. Standardisation of examination cen-
tres would also be important. Candidates
appearing for the same national examina-
tion should ideally receive comparable fa-
cilities and technical conditions irrespec-
tive of where they take the test.

Rural and Low-Connectivity Candidates
One of the most important questions sur-

rounding the transition is digital equity.

Many students preparing for medical en-
trance examinations come from rural and
economically weaker backgrounds. Some
may have limited experience with computer-
based examinations, while certain districts
may have fewer suitable testing facilities.
Therefore, moving NEET online should be

accompanied by adequate preparation and
support. Mock tests, practice platforms and
familiarisation programmes could help stu-
dents understand the CBT interface before
appearing for the actual examination.
Special attention may also be required for
candidates from low-connectivity districts
and for ensuring adequate accessibility for
women and other groups that could face
logistical difficulties.

Examination Reform Requires More
Than Technology

A computer-based examination can poten-
tially offer advantages such as faster pro-
cessing, reduced dependence on physical
question-paper logistics and standardised
test delivery. However, technology alone
cannot guarantee a fair examination.
Strong cybersecurity, secure question-pa-
per management, reliable servers, contin-

gency systems and transparent examina-
tion protocols would remain essential.
There must also be clear procedures for
handling technical problems during an ex-
amination so that genuine candidates do
not suffer because of infrastructure failures.
The transition should therefore be viewed
as an examination-reform project rather
than simply a technological upgrade.

A Gradual and Well-Planned Transition
The final framework for moving NEET from
pen-and-paper testing to CBT is expected
to take into account the recommendations
of the high-level task force on examination
reforms, along with consultations involving
the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare
and the National Medical Commission.

A carefully planned transition can give stu-
dents, teachers, coaching institutions and
examination authorities sufficient time to
adapt.

India conducts some of the world's largest
competitive examinations. As the number
of candidates continues to grow, examina-
tion systems must become more secure,
transparent, accessible and technologically
robust.

The proposed transition of NEET to CBT
could therefore represent an important
stage in the modernisation of India's ex-
amination infrastructure. Its success, how-
ever, will depend not only on computers and
technology but also on equity, reliability,
accessibility, security and careful imple-
mentation.

For millions of aspiring medical students,
the examination system must ultimately
ensure one thing above all: that every eli-
gible candidate gets a fair and dependable
opportunity to demonstrate their knowledge
and ability.

Dr. Vijay Garg

Retired Principal | Eminent Education-
ist

Does the Alpha Generation Really Need Another Holiday?

cannot get ready for an increasingly competitive world by
following the easiest path or by seeking the comfort of more
holidays. They need to develop the habit of hard work, self-
motivation and continuous learning. And if the world comes
forward every day, our system of education should also be
imbued with the spirit of musalsal mehnat (continuous effort).
There isn’t anything wrong in giving the children a chance to
relax but the point is, relaxation and progress need to go
hand in hand and both are equally important for a well rounded
education. Abalanced mix of study, play, sleep, introspection
and family bonding is always better for the overall wellbeing
of the child but we cannot let the latter become a substitute
for the former. For thehraav (stagnation) can’t be the substitute

for the progress of our children. We need musalsal aagay
barhna (continuous advancement) for our Alpha Generation.
So before we decide to cut down on the school week, let us
ensure that we have explored and maximised the potential
of the existing school week to the best of its ability. We
need to make the classrooms more engaging, the teachers
better, the curriculum more relevant, the labs and libraries
more accessible, the assessment more meaningful and the
counsellors more effective. And above all, we need to make
every day of the school a day worth spending.

Our children need more than just holidays. They need better
education. They need enough continuity to understand tough
concepts, enough time to practise what they’ve learnt and

enough exposure to the domain of knowledge to prepare
them for a very fast paced future. Along with academic sKills,
they also need practical skills that can help them earn their
livelihood, rather than being dependent on government or
private jobs that are not sufficient anyway.

When education is fighting to save itself from suffocation;
shouldn’t we rather be providing it with the life-support instead
of further cutting down its supply? Let our children learn,
question, experiment, acquire, compete and rise. Let us
make every day of school a step forward in the journey of
the future that these children are destined to inherit.

For the generation that will inherit the future, continuous
progress is not a luxury but a must-have.
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New York Media Comes Together for Rahat Fateh Ali Khan &
hzaman Ali Khan Press Conference Ahead of October 3rd Concert
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NEW YORK (September 30th,2026

- ) — A special press conference
- featuring internationally acclaimed

Qawwali artist Rahat Fateh Ali Khan
and Shahzaman Ali Khan was
successfully held on Wednesday,
September 30, 2026, bringing

|| together media representatives from

across the New York area ahead of
their highly anticipated concert on
Saturday, October 3rd, 2016

The press conference, presented by
Atique B Sheikh of Worldstar,
provided an opportunity for members

tof the New York media to meet with

the artists, discuss their music and
upcoming performance, and learn

< more about what audiences can

expect from the much-awaited

.

' PRESENTATION

s

NS 3
evening of Qawwali and live
entertainment.

Media representatives attended the *

press conference and engaged with
the artists, creating an exciting
atmosphere ahead of the October 3rd
.Rahat Fateh Ali Khan, renowned
worldwide for his powerful Qawwali
performances and musical legacy,
will headline the upcoming concert
alongside Shahzaman Ali Khan.
The concert is expected to bring
together Qawwali and music lovers
from throughout the New York
metropolitan area for an evening
celebrating the rich tradition and
contemporary reach of South
Asian music.

The press conference also

8PN
ONWARDS
0CT 2026

highlighted the strong excitement

surrounding the October 3rd event, T
with members of the New York media |

preparing to share the artists’
message and concert details with
their audiences. With the successful
press conference now concluded, all
eyes turn toward October 3rd at
Nassau Coliseum, where Rahat
Fateh Ali Khan and Shahzaman
Ali Khan will take the stage for
a special night of live music and
Qawwali.

New York is ready for an unforgettable
evening of music, tradition and
celebration.
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Women Inspiring Network (WIN) Launches WIN Connect,
its Al-Powered Platform Unlocking Opportunities at Scale
during Climate Week New York 2026 alongside UNGA 81

3 il P
Princess Jahnavi Kumari Mewar and Dilip
Chauhan Deputy Chief Business Diversity
Officer from Mayor Zohran Mamdani's office
of MWBE
10,000 GLOBAL WOMEN LEADERS, 50
DIFFERENT COUNTRIES
India, September 23, 2026 — Women
Inspiring Network (WIN) convened business
leaders, investors, policymakers and
scientists for #WINLounge, held during
Climate Week New York alongside UNGA
81 in New York, to galvanize action around
the conversations, partnerships, and
solutions that will shape what comes next.
The day’s central moment was the unveiling
of Women Inspiring Network’s WIN Connect,
its Al-powered platform for global women
leaders, by Princess Jahnavi Kumari Mewar,
Head of Development at Hukum Raj Legacy
and Chairperson of Ubertas World and Dilip
Chauhan, Deputy Chief Business Diversity
at the NYC Mayor’s Office of Minority and
Women-owned Business Enterprises (M/
WBE).
The Princess opened the WIN Lounge with
a keynote, and together with Dilip Chauhan,
unveiled the app, welcoming the network to
WIN 2.0. WIN Connect is built with the
world’s first Al Concierge and designed to

unlock the full value of WIN’s 10K remarkable
network from 50 different countries,
connecting global women leaders to the right
people and opportunities at scale. Its four
features are WIN Compass, an Al-powered
search across the member network; WIN
Circle that brings trusted leaders’ own
communities onto the platform; WIN
Opportunity, an Al-powered concierge that
automates the entire path from ideating a
business need to a drafted introduction with
the right person; and WIN Impact, a space
for organisations to showcase their work to
family offices, foundations and leaders.

Representing the City of New York and NYC
Mayors office of MWBE, Dilip Chauhan said
the city’s roughly $43bn in annual
procurement was an opportunity for M/WBE
firms, but that access to capital, contracts
and networks must follow. “Relationships are
capital. Knowledge is capital. Networks are
capital,” he said. “Sometimes one
introduction to the right investor, customer,
corporate partner, government agency, or
mentor—can change the trajectory of a
business.” Welcoming an app that uses Al
to connect women leaders “with the right
people and the right opportunities at the right
time”, he added: “I believe technology should

il

not replace relationships. Technology should
help us strengthen and expand
relationships.” He urged the room to move
“from ideas to connections, from
connections to opportunities, and from
opportunities to economic impact.”

Six panel discussions, fireside chats, and
WIN Voices podcasts followed, spanning
climate leadership, financing the transition,
generational health and wealth, Al and
sustainability, leadership under uncertainty,
and gender-inclusive finance, with an
illustrious line-up including Peter Thurlow
(Polsinelli), Sarika Naik (Capgemini Group),
Peter Fusaro (Wall Street Green Summit),
Ajaita Shah (Frontier Markets), Inna
Braverman (Eco Wave Power), Yvonne Beri
(private family office advisory), Sanjeev
Joshipura (Indiaspora), Dr Emily Senay
(Yale School of Public Health), Caroline
Chubb Calderon (Ayu), John Harper (FSG),
Mihaela Gjorcheva (International Slavic
University), Weirong Li (Raw Culture), Janet
Salazar (ALPHAWIN Venture Group),
Cristiane Carboni, Carlee Wolfe, Charise
Beckett (P.O.I.S.E. Consulting), Shaheen
Verjee (Women’s World Banking), Henk
Rogers (Blue Planet Alliance), Dr Maliha
Hashmi (WEF Global Future Council),

Sushma Sharma (Core Clarity Consulting),
Mayur Rao (Maatra), Manjula Luthria (World
Bank), Leena Dandekar (Raintree Family
Office) and Jennifer Wu (Unity4Impact).
Stuti Jalan, Founder and Curator of
Women Inspiring Network (WIN), said:
“WIN Connect is the natural next step
for us. Women Inspiring Network (WIN)
began as a community of women who
believed in showing up for one another,
and a network is only as powerful as the
connections it makes possible. With
WIN Connect, we are giving that
community the intelligence to turn trust
into opportunity at scale, in a network
that isn’t checking your net worth but
asking what you are building and who
you need to meet next. We are deeply
grateful to Princess Jahnavi Kumari
Mewar, Dilip Chauhan, Mayor Mamdani,
The Climate Group, our speakers,
partners, and every leader who joined us
in New York. This is WIN 2.0, and it is
only the beginning.”

Fireside conversations were held with
Jennifer Koster (WerkWell) and the actor and
UNDP youth champion Sanjana Sanghi, and
the day closed with a networking mixer and
tea ceremony.
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DISAPPOINTMENT& FAITH

(The Hidden Battle)

Whatever image of God we carry within our
hearts, Satan will constantly seek to distort
it. His greatest victory is not merely to make
us stumble, but to make us question the very
One in whom we once placed our trust. He
rejoices when our hearts begin to drift away
from God; and whenever we turn our steps
towards righteousness, he becomes restless,
searching for every possible doorway through
which doubt, fear, and negativity can enter.His
most powerful weapon is often not temptation,
but confusion.He whispers questions where
there was once faith. He plants suspicion
where there was once trust. He takes a
moment of pain and tries to turn it into a
conclusion about God. And slowly, almost
imperceptibly, he attempts to make us
believe that God has stopped loving us simply
because life has stopped unfolding the way
we wanted it to.Do not surrender to that
deception.

Stay upon the path of God, especially when
the path becomes difficult to understand. For
faith is not truly tested when everything is
going according to our wishes; it is tested
when life gives us every reason to ask,

*"Why?"* The manner in which we respond
to disappointment can transform the entire
meaning of what we have experienced. It can
either deepen our relationship with God or
become the very wall that separates us from
Him.That is why we must guard our hearts
when disappointment arrives.For in our
weakest moments, Satan may lean close
and whisper the underneath amid your
yearning ears :

often forget all of this.Instead of bowing our
heads in prayer, we turn our backs in
frustration. Instead of seeking God's
presence, we question His intentions. The
pain becomes so loud that gratitude becomes
silent, and in our anguish we may even utter
words against God that we would never have
spoken in moments of peace.
But perhaps, in that very moment, we should
pause.Before asking, Why

"You are worthless. &_did God let this happen?,
enough. Perhaps your God Tohfa Mahapatra we should ask,What is God

is not enough either.”

Do not believe that voice.lt is designed to turn
temporary pain into permanent doubt.God's
love cannot be measured by how perfectly
our circumstances conform to our desires. A
disappointment does not mean that God has
abandoned us; nor does an unanswered
prayer mean that He has ceased to hear us.
Sometimes, what we call a rejection may be
protection. What we call a delay may be
preparation. What we call a loss may be the
removal of something that would have
wounded us more deeply in the future.Yet
when a great disappointment strikes, we

trying to show me through this?Perhaps there
are hardships from which He is protecting us
that we cannot yet see. Perhaps there is a
lesson hidden beneath the disappointment.
Perhaps He is redirecting our steps because
the destination we desired was never the
destination He intended for us. Perhaps He
is using an experience that feels painful today
to shape something within us that will become
precious tomorrow.

We see the fragment.God sees the whole
picture.We see the closed door.God may see
the road that begins beyond it. We see what
has been taken away.God may see what we

are finally being freed to receive.
Disappointment can either become a
graveyard for faith or a doorway into deeper
faith. The choice lies in how we interpret the
moment and where we turn when our hearts
are hurting.So, when life does not answer your
prayers in the way you expected, do not allow
your disappointment to become an argument
against God's love. Do not allow Satan to turn
one painful experience into a lifetime of doubt.
Do not mistake what you cannot understand
for something God has ceased to control.Hold
on.Pray even when you do not feel like
praying. Trust even when you cannot see the
reason. Remain close to God even when your
heart is asking questions for which you have
no immediate answers.Because sometimes,
the very disappointment that makes us feel
forgotten by God is the experience through
which He is quietly preparing us for something
we are not yet capable of seeing.

Do not let disappointment take you away from
God. Let it teach you to seek Him more
deeply. For faith is not the absence of
questions; faith is choosing God even when
the answers have not yet arrived.....

India has so far kept the petrol
pumps running despite the turmoil
around the Strait of Hormuz, but the
claim of 80 days of fuel security
masks a thinner strategic cushion
Seven months after the US-Israel
war on Iran began, the Strait of
Hormuz remains a battlefield, not
a shipping lane. Brent crude rose
to about $107 on Monday after
President Donald Trump rejected
an Iranian proposal, nearly 50 per
cent above its pre-war price. The
June 17 memorandum to reopen the
strait collapsed, and Houthi strikes
on Saudi energy sites have widened
the war. In Kolkata that same day,
Petroleum Minister Hardeep Puri
said India holds over 80 days of fuel
and has “insulated” itself from the
turbulence. How true is that
optimism? Partly.

On supply, the record is creditable:
pumps have not run dry, refiners

now buy from 41 countries against per cent full in March. The rest

*The image is Al-genaratad.
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treally,

Thursday: “I cannot say that if

25 hike. Oil

marketing

pressure on buyers of Russian
oil threatens the largest single
supplier.

What is the way out? Four
steps. First, diplomacy. As
BRICS chair and a friend to
Tehran, Washington and the Gulf
alike, India should press for the
g1 phased deal negotiators are
reportedly exploring, with
Hormuz reopened in exchange
for the US easing its blockade.
Second, stocks. Fill every
cavern now, fast-track
Chandikhol and Padur, and build
LPG and gas storage so 90 days
means emergency cover, not
accounting. Third, sourcing.
Convert spot dependence into
long-term contracts with
Atlantic-basin suppliers, so
Russian crude stays a choice,
not a necessity. Fourth, demand.
Ethanol, CNG, electric mobility
and public transport are the

27 earlier, Russia has cushioned
the loss of Gulf barrels, and Gulf
supplies have recovered to
roughly three million barrels a
day. The 80-day figure, however,
flatters. India’s strategic caverns
at Visakhapatnam, Mangaluru
and Padur hold 5.33 million
tonnes at full capacity, about 9.5
days of crude, and were only 64

is refinery and commercial
inventory, working stock rather
than emergency reserve. Japan
holds around 254 days; China
110 to 140. IEA members must
keep 90. India’s Phase-lIl
expansion at Chandikhol and
Padur, approved in 2021, is still
stuck in land acquisition and
tendering. Puri conceded last

the crisis exacerbates, we can
still continue.” That is more
honest than the headline
number. Nor has the insulation
come free. The Indian crude
basket touched $117 a barrel on
September 21, against a 2025-
26 average of about $66, while
retail petrol and diesel prices
have not moved since the May

companies are losing roughly
"530 crore a day. The April-July
crude import bill jumped 57 per
cent to $63.4 billion, and Motilal
Oswal warns the current account
deficit could reach 1.7 per cent
of GDP if crude stays above $90.
LPG, which Puri himself calls his
most critical concern, remains
exposed, and Washington’s

cheapest barrels India will ever
find, and prices must reflect
costs through staggered pass-
through with targeted relief, not
an open-ended freeze. Puri says
every crisis is an opportunity. It
is one only for governments that
use it. Eighty days buys time;
what India does with that time is
the strategic question.
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o

H’here Maharashtra’s Heart Beats in the Heart nf Long Isfand — ke
Celebrating the Trmeiess Culture, Pride & Spirit of Maharashtra | <

October 4, 2026 80 E Barclay St, FREE
1:00 PM to 5:00 PM | <= Hicksville, NY 11801 ENTRY

=25 _ESTEEMED HONOREES glses

Sunda Y, Asa Mai Temple Hall

r. S:.am*n.llr
Kothari

Dr. Kaumudi
Somnay

f\‘ - What to Expect

Soul-Stirring Folk Music &
Dance Performances

Vibrant Culture, Attire & Herit

Authentic Mahashtrian Cuisi
(FREE FOOD)

Free Educational Books
for Children

Fun, Interactive Cultural Qui

A Warm, Family-Friendly
Celebration of Unity

Official Hashtag: ,
1 #MarathiTadka2026 I

MUKUND MEHTA

EDUCATIONAL
_BOOKS
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