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“SWhere Maharashitra’s Feart Bealts
in the Heart of Long Island”

Celebrating the Timeless Culture,
Pride & Spirit of Maharashtra

Ww
PREETNAMA UNITY & CULTURAL
ASSOCIATION (PUCA) NY

( Nonprof‘ t Orgamzatlon}

MARATHI:
TADKA 2026

-—— Experience the Rich Culture of Maharashtra -

SUNDAY ‘ 1:00 PM 80 E BARCLAY ST, |
22%) OCTOBER 4, 2026 70 5:00 PM | N HICKSVILLE, NY 11801 '

WHAT TO EXPECT S BE<I > ——————
. — o

Soul- sumng Folk Music Vibrant Culture, ' Authentic Maharashtrian Free Educational Fun, Interactive A Warm, Family-Friendly
& Dance Performances Attire & Heritage Cuisine (FREE FOOD) Books for Children Cultural Quizzes Celebration of Unity

- % S8 Capture & Share Your Moments Hsing #MarathiTadka2026 -« -

(& ™
- _ : $1,000 L ® $500
& Trophy & Certificate af Honor - .
B VIP Sttt S &’f‘ Trophy &_Certlﬁl:ate & Trophy & Certificate S Bariner 7 Standee Placerment
E pecial @ VIP Seatin & Reserved Seati
& MC Stage Recognition g & e ESting at Event
& 2-3 Minute Speaking Opportunity -;»gr MC Stage Recognition . © MC Recognition on Stage & Logo Visibility During Program
& Prominent Logo on Stage & © Logo on Backdrop & Promotions & Logo on Event Poster/Backdrop | © Event Recognition
All Promations & Social Media Recognition @ Social Media Appreciation
i Social Media Acknowled t
- aﬁfa%ﬁ'ﬂ? t A el & Photo Opportunity with VIPs & Group Photo Opportunity = Soschd = g
& Exclusive VIP Photo Opportunity & Special Appreciation Gift & Appreciation Gift
\_& Premium Appreciation Gift 2 2
o~ g

= PARTNER WITH US ° . idi OUR COMMITTEE e

PUCA NY is a registered non-profit Pritpal Kaur (Founder of PUCA) +1 (201) 312-4180
organization committed to uniting Dr. Bhavani Srinivasan +1 (516) 343-0941 e +1 201-312-4180

communities, preserving Indian Devendra Vora +1 (718) 809-4420 -
heritage, and passing cultural Harvinder Bhatia +1 (516) 528-3463 pucausaza@gmall-com

traditions to future generations. Jassi Dhilon +1 (516) 528-3463 =
+1 (917) 650-6668 r SUPPORT US BY DONATION

& Sponsorship Support Anju Sharma

[ N IO I T N BN BN N

6666666660

& Event Advertising Opp-nrtumhes /, Anju Sharma +1 (516) 582-5888 Donate easily via
& Community Partnerships — Sanju Sharma +1 (516) 582-5999 -
T.). Anand +1 (646) 251-7794 elle
Yogini Oza z +1 (516) 301-7430
L e ol J | ( pucausa26 @gmail.com )
“G% Let's come together to create history—let's make “Marathi Tadka 2026" ‘yom' support helps keep "/
: ; ; !
/ &ﬁkacdebrukanﬁatuhmmhmdshﬂgaﬁerﬁemﬁde%ﬁ_ﬂ\h culture alive! %‘f—‘-‘

e CONNECTING CULTURES < BUILDING UNITY < CELEBRATING HERITAGE f’
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“In this age, education is the remedy for the
ailments of the nation.”

These are the words of wisdom said by
Allama Muhammad Igbal that continue to
resonate with the same relevance and sig-
nificance today as they did decades ago.
Hakeem-ul-Ummat Allama Igbal was a man
of foresight who recognized the importance
of knowledge, intellect, and awakening for
the survival and prosperity of the nation.
Allama Igbal was not only a product of his
own traditional Islamic education but also
had exposure to the best of the modern
world. He studied abroad and was familiar
with the prevailing educational and philo-
sophical ethos of Europe. Allama Igbal’s
message was one of self-awakening and
urged Muslims to acquire knowledge, sci-
entific temperament, character, and self-dis-
cipline.

But his message finds a special place when
we discuss the future of our school educa-
tion.

Saturday Off May Sound Like Relief, But
Can We Afford to Lose More Learning Time?
A Saturday off may sound tempting, but
when our education system needs more
learning time, quality, and resources to com-
pete in this cutthroat world, this proposal
should be put up for public scrutiny and dis-
cussion.

A Saturday off may seem innocuous, but
education policy cannot be based on feel-
ings alone.

The world our children inhabit is becoming
increasingly more competitive by the day.
Cutting-edge technologies, artificial intelli-
gence, robotics, biotechnology, data sci-
ence, and digitalization are taking over the
world. Other nations are preparing their
youth for this reality. Unless we can provide
better quality, more efficient, and effective
learning opportunities, | think cutting out a
Saturday off would only adversely impact
the children’s overall learning time.

Our children already lose considerable time
due to winter vacations, summer vacations,
public holidays, election holidays, exami-
nation holidays, and other sundry holidays
even school teachers are routinely deployed
for national census operations as enumera-
tors and supervisors, though this practice
often sparks debate over staffing shortages
and classroom disruptions

It is only right that we think about the cu-

mulative impact of all these holidays on the
overall learning curve of the children. After
all, Kashmir is a land of beauty, but that
also means unpredictable and adverse
weather conditions, which may necessitate
the closure of schools.

One could say it is unfair to deprive the chil-
dren of Kashmir of Sundays as a holiday
considering their already numerous holi-
days.

But if the policymakers genuinely wanted
to provide more learning opportunities for
Kashmir, they could have invested more in
winter infrastructure, better canteen facili-
ties, and better infrastructure for children.
The point | am trying to make is that unless
we provide better classroom facilities and
ensure efficient teaching-learning, any re-
duction in the number of school days or time
will do more harm than good.

A child’s learning, especially in foundational
concepts and subjects like maths and phys-
ics, is something that is cumulative. You
cannot just read a little more to compen-
sate for the loss of a day of instruction.
Education is not a water tap that you can
just turn on and off at will.

If the education system is under strain, try-
ing to reduce the school time by adding one
more holiday will not be the answer. Fix the
classroom, not the calendar. If the burden
on the children is the issue, fix counsel-
ling, sports, and co-curricular activities.
Fix the teacher, not the curriculum

If the teachers need training in modern peda-
gogy, give them that. If they need support
in reducing administrative workload, free
them from that. Let us provide better infra-
structure and make schools child-friendly.
Let us focus on remedial education to bridge
the gaps for children who find it difficult to
keep pace with the rest. If the children are
tired, let us make them feel excited about
learning, instead of just giving them more
holidays.

A sound education system needs to have
strong teachers, strong institutions, and
strong students. It needs to have a profes-
sional attitude towards education wherein
professional skills development is encour-
aged.

Our children have already borne the brunt
of too many sundry holidays.

Kashmir’s children have had to deal with too
many uncertainties in their educational lives.

And yet, they continue to flock to their
schools in droves with a passion. Their par-
ents want to give them a shot at a better
life through education. For the children, es-
pecially in Kashmir, education is not just a
means to an end; it is the end in itself.
Hence | urge the policymakers to be a little
more careful the next time they think about
dole out more holidays to the children. In-
stead of asking the question, “how many
holidays can we give to the children”, let us
ask them, “how can we make the school
days more meaningful for the children?”
That is the question that an education sys-
tem that aspires to excellence would ask.
We cannot prepare global citizens with a
shrinking academic calendar. We often talk
about making our children globally competi-
tive, but to do that, we need to understand
what global competitiveness entalils. It is not
just about certificates and degrees; it is
about knowledge, skill, discipline, curios-
ity, communication, scientific temperament,
creativity, and resilience in the face of ad-
versity.

Let us not confuse convenience with edu-
cation.

Our education system needs oxygen, not
another tapering off. The metaphor may be
harsh, but | think it is necessary. Our edu-
cation system does not need cuts; it needs
an infusion of boldness and higher expec-
tations. Our education system does not need
to have less; it needs to have more and
better. Our system does not need fewer
opportunities to learn; it needs more oppor-
tunities to learn. | think it is important to
recognize that if our education system is
already under strain, reducing the number
of school days without adequate compen-
satory measures may only exacerbate the
problem. We cannot break the wings of our
young shaheens in the name of protecting
them. We must strengthen their wings, arm
them with better knowledge, and provide
better opportunities to hone their sKkills.
We cannot deprive them of opportunities to
learn and grow just to make their lives
“easier”.

Let me urge the policymakers to think
through the consequences of the proposed
Saturday off before they make the final de-
cision.

Let them put up for public discourse the fol-
lowing questions:

what will be the impact on the instructional
hours, learning outcomes, examination re-
sults,
literacy and numeracy levels,
teacher workload, and the overall academic
calendar, before finalizing any such policy.
The views of teachers, parents, education-
ists, and students, as well as independent
experts, must be taken into account while
designing the policy framework.
The education policy must be guided by the
imperatives of long-term national goals and
the best interests of the children and not by
populist demands and convenience.
After all, we cannot get back the lost years
that we have already invested in our chil-
dren. It is for their future generation that
Igbal’'s message continues to echo even after
a century.
Allama Igbal often warned the Muslims
about the dangers of complacency and
urged them to move forward, leaving behind
the comforts of their past glory. His mes-
sage was one of self-awakening and urged
people to compete with the best in the world.
The world is a competitive place, and if we
want our children to thrive in it, they need
to develop a spirit of competitiveness rooted
in self-belief, resilience, and courage. The
world does not stand still, and neither
should our education system.
So, let us ask ourselves whether we want
to equip our children to be leaders, com-
petitors, and innovators or just make their
lives easier. Let Saturday continue to be a
day of learning unless and until there is suf-
ficient evidence to show that it will not have
adverse effects on the children’s overall
learning outcomes. Let us focus on making
the school days more meaningful rather than
just adding more holidays to the children’s
already bloated holiday calendar.
Let us make our children fly and not cut
their wings. We have struggled to rebuild
their wings; let us not cut them now in the
name of giving them more holidays.
About the Author
Aubaid Ahmad Akhoon is an educator,
columnist, motivational speaker, and
Associate Editor of Education Quill. He
also offers modern home security
solutions, including VDP and CCTV
systems across Kashmir.
Phone: 9205000010/ 9205000016
Email: akhoon.aubaid@gmail.com
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Deht recovery should be done, but within the limits of the faw

Important Supreme Court decision: Strong message against arbitrariness, coercion and untimely action in vehicle seizures

Taking out a loan is a financial contract. If
the loan amount is not repaid within the
stipulated time, the bank or financial insti-
tution has the right to recover the outstand-
ing amount. However, this right is not abso-
lute. The process adopted for debt recovery
must be in accordance with the law, the loan
agreement, and Reserve Bank of India
guidelines. Just because a person owes a
debt does not mean that a financial institu-
tion can treat them in a coercive, abusive,
or arbitrary manner. Arecent Supreme Court
decision underscores this important prin-
ciple.

The case concerns Hari Dutta Sharma of
Uttar Pradesh. He took a vehicle loan from
Cholamandalam Investment and Finance
Company Limited in 2019 to purchase a Tata
SFC 407 truck. The truck was not just a
vehicle for him, but also a vital source of
livelihood. After some loan installments be-
came unpaid, a dispute arose between the
financial institution and the borrower.
Sharma alleged that at around 1 a.m. on
April 9, 2023, some individuals forcibly took
away his vehicle. He also alleged that the
steering lock of the vehicle was broken and
the truck was taken into possession with-
out following due procedure.

The vehicle was then sold. The case first
reached the High Court, where the petition
was dismissed. The victim then approached
the Supreme Court. In Hari Dutta Sharma v.
State of Uttar Pradesh & Ors., 2026 INSC
998, the Supreme Court examined the is-
sue not simply from the perspective of out-
standing loan installments. The Court paid
particular attention to the process adopted
to recover the outstanding amount.

The Supreme Court clarified that a creditor
is permitted to exercise its legitimate rights,
but these rights must be exercised within
the bounds of the law. A financial institution's
right to recover a loan does not entitle it to
forcibly seize a vehicle or take the law into
its own hands. A legal balance is essential
between debt recovery and the dignity of the
individual.

In this case, the loan agreement provided
for a seven-day notice before taking pos-
session of the vehicle. The Court found that
this seven-day notice was not provided be-
fore seizing the vehicle. Furthermore, the
fact that the vehicle was taken away at ap-
proximately 1 a.m. and the steering lock
was broken further aggravated the matter.
The Court considered such actions incon-
sistent with the lawful and peaceful process
of repossession.

It's important to understand that the seven-
day notice period is not a universal legal
requirement for repossession of all vehicle

loans. In this case, the seven-day period
was stipulated in the loan agreement. There-
fore, the true meaning of this decision is
that if the loan agreement provides for a
specific procedure or notice, the financial
institution must comply with it. Applicable
laws and Reserve Bank of India guidelines
must also be followed.

The Supreme Court also took seriously the
issue of undue pressure, harassment, and
coercion during debt collection. Banks and
financial institutions may use representa-
tives or recovery agents to collect debts,
but such representatives must operate within
the bounds of the law. Threatening, insult-
ing, harassing a borrower at unusual times,
or forcibly seizing property cannot be part
of a legitimate recovery process.

An important aspect of this decision con-
cerns a person's livelihood. If a truck, taxi,
auto, or other commercial vehicle is a
person's primary source of income, the im-
pact of its arbitrary seizure is not limited to
property damage. It can affect the income
of the individual and their family. In this con-

text, the Supreme Court also considered the
rights under Articles 14 and 21 of the Con-
stitution. In this case, the Court took seri-
ously the vehicle's being a source of liveli-
hood and its unjust seizure.

The Supreme Court also granted significant
relief to the affected borrower. The financial
institution was directed to close both loan
accounts, refund the ?4.50 lakh proceeds
from the sale of the vehicle, and pay six
percent annual interest on that amount from
the date of sale until the date of payment.
In addition, compensation of ?10 lakh for
mental anguish and loss of livelihood, and
750,000 for litigation costs, was also or-
dered.

This decision does not mean that a finan-
cial institution cannot seize a vehicle for non-
payment of loan installments. If a borrower
fails to fulfill their obligations, the lender re-
tains the right to take action in accordance
with the law and contract. However, the pro-
cess for such action must be lawful, trans-
parent, and respectful. Similarly, borrowers
have a responsibility to comply with the

terms of the loan and to communicate
promptly with their financial institution if they
face financial difficulties.
Today, millions of families in India take out
vehicle loans to purchase trucks, taxis,
autos, cars, and other commercial vehicles.
For a large number of these individuals, ve-
hicles are their primary source of livelihood.
Therefore, both human sensitivity and le-
gal accountability are essential in the
loan recovery process. This Supreme
Court decision sends a broader mes-
sage—debt recovery is an essential part
of the financial system, but the law can-
not be ignored in the name of recovery.
While the rights of the lender are impor-
tant, the dignity of the borrower is
equally important. Economic discipline
and the rule of law are not contradictory,
but rather, two essential foundations of
a healthy financial system.
(Dr. Satyawan Saurabh, PhD (Political
Science), is a poet and social thinker.)
Haryana — 127045, Mobile
:9466526148,01255281381

THE NATURE’'S BALANCE EQUINOX

There are moments in nature when the
Earth appears to demonstrate a remarkable
sense of balance. One such geographical
and astronomical phenomenon is the equi-
nox, when day and night are nearly equal in
duration across much of the world. The Sep-
tember equinox is particularly significant
because it marks an important seasonal
transition in the Northern Hemisphere. In
2026, the September equinox occurs on 23
September, when the Sun crosses the ce-
lestial equator from north to south.

The word equinox comes from the Latin
words aequus, meaning equal and nox,
meaning night. During an equinox, Earth’s
axis is neither tilted toward nor away from
the Sun. The Sun is positioned directly above
the Equator and the boundary separating the
illuminated and dark sides of Earth—the
day-night terminator—runs approximately
from pole to pole. Consequently, both hemi-
spheres receive almost equal amounts of
sunlight.

The phenomenon is closely connected
with the 23.5-degree tilt of Earth’s axis. As
our planet revolves around the Sun, this axial
tilt causes the Northern and Southern Hemi-
spheres to receive different amounts and
angles of solar radiation during different
parts of the year. At the equinox, however,
neither hemisphere is significantly tilted to-
ward the Sun. This creates a temporary
geographical balance in the distribution of

daylight.

The equinox is important not merely be-
cause of the apparent equality between day
and night, but because it helps us under-
stand the changing seasons. In the North-
ern Hemisphere, the September equinox
marks the beginning of astronomical au-
tumn, while in the Southern Hemisphere it
marks the beginning of astronomical spring.
From this point onward, days gradually be-
come shorter in the Northern Hemisphere
and longer in the Southern Hemisphere un-
til the respective seasonal extremes are
reached.

There is, however, an interesting geo-
graphical misconception associated with the
equinox. Day and night are not exactly 12
hours each everywhere on the equinox. At-
mospheric refraction bends sunlight and al-
lows us to see the Sun even when its ac-
tual geometric position is slightly below the
horizon. In addition, sunrise and sunset are
defined using the upper edge of the Sun’s
disk rather than its centre. As a result, day-
light is generally a little longer than dark-
ness on the equinox.

The equinox also demonstrates the im-
portance of latitude in geography. Although
the basic astronomical event occurs simul-
taneously around the Earth, the actual du-
ration of daylight varies somewhat from place
to place. Near the Equator, seasonal
changes in day length are relatively small,

whereas higher latitudes experience much
greater seasonal variations. This relationship
between latitude, solar angle and duration
of daylight is fundamental to understanding
Earth's climate and seasonal patterns. The
equinox therefore represents much more
than a date on the calendar. It is a visible
consequence of Earth's rotation, revolution
and axial tilt, linking astronomy with physi-
cal geography. It helps explain why seasons
change, why the length of daylight varies
with latitude and why different parts of our
planet experience different seasonal condi-
tions.

In a broader sense, the equinox offers a
fascinating geographical lesson: Earth is a
dynamic planet, constantly moving
through space while maintaining an in-
tricate relationship with the Sun. What
appears to us as a simple transition be-
tween seasons is actually the result of
precise planetary motions operating on
a global scale. Thus, the equinox stands
as nature’s remarkable demonstration of
balance between light and darkness—a
moment that reminds us that geography is
not simply the study of places and land-
scapes, but also the study of the powerful
planetary processes that shape life on Earth.

SURINDERPAL SINGH

FACULTY IN SCIENCE DEPARTMENT
SRI AMRITSAR SAHIB

PUNJAB.
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“LAST OVER” Brings Cricket, Comedy and
India-Pakistan Rivalry to New York Stage

NEW YORK, NY — September
22, 2026: Cricket fever, comedy
and the high-pressure drama of
an India-Pakistan match will
come together on stage as
“LAST OVER” takes audiences
on a hilarious theatrical journey
at the Jeanne Rimsky Theatre in
Port Washington on Friday, Sep-
tember 25, 2026, at 8:00 PM.
Presented by Prria Productions
and Rave Entertainment, LAST
OVER is a comedy play built
around the excitement, tension
and emotions of the final over of
an India-Pakistan cricket match.
The production combines
cricket’s passionate atmosphere
with sharp comedy, memorable
characters and unexpected
twists to create an evening of
laughter and entertainment.

The play features an ensemble
cast led by acclaimed perform-
ers Rakesh Bedi, Ananth
Mahadevan, Abhishek Patnhaik
and Zachary Coffin.

Rakesh Bedi is widely recog-
nized for his extensive work in
Hindi cinema and television,
while Ananth Mahadevan has es-
tablished a long career as an
actor, filmmaker and performer
across Indian cinema, including
South Indian productions. Their
presence, along with the rest of
the cast, is expected to add to
the theatrical appeal of the pro-
duction.

At the heart of LAST OVER is the
intense atmosphere surrounding
an India-Pakistan cricket match.
Rather than presenting the rivalry
solely through the lens of sport-
ing competition, the production
turns the tension and emotions
of the game into a comic theatri-
cal experience. Audiences can
expect cricket fever, humorous
situations and characters caught
up in the excitement of the
match.

Press Conference in Rich-
mond Hill

Ahead of the performance, a spe-
cial press conference will be held
on Thursday, September 24,

2026, at 7:30 PM at Desi King,
116-01 101 Avenue, Richmond
Hill, NY 11419.

Members of the media will have
an opportunity to meet the cast,
producers and promoters, learn
more about the production and
conduct interviews and photo-
graphs ahead of the Port Wash-
ington show.

The production is being promoted
by Prria Trehan Haider, Bhavna
Sharma and Jasbir Jay Singh,
who have been involved in bring-

ing Indian entertainment and live

theatrical productions to audi-
ences across the New York met-
ropolitan area.

The promotional team said they
are excited to bring LAST OVER
to the New York stage, describ-
ing cricket as an emotion shared
by millions and noting that com-
bining the excitement of an India-
Pakistan match with comedy and
experienced performers creates

an entertaining theatrical experi- ¢

ence for audiences.

Event Details

PLAY: LAST OVER

Date: Friday, September 25,
2026

Time: 8:00 PM

Venue: Jeanne Rimsky Theatre
Address: 232 Main Street, Port
Washington, NY 11050

PRESS CONFERENCE: Thurs-
day, September 24, 2026

Time: 7:30 PM

Venue: Desi King

Address: 116-01 101 Avenue,
Richmond Hill, NY 11419
Presented by: Prria Productions
& Rave Entertainment
Promoted by: Prria Trehan
Haider, Bhavna Sharma & Jasbir
Jay Singh With its combination
of cricket, comedy and live the-
atre, LAST OVER is aimed at
cricket fans, followers of Indian
cinema and theatre, and audi-
ences looking for an evening of
entertainment. Media representa-
tives have been invited to attend
the September 24 press confer-
ence and cover the September 25
performance in Port Washington.

PRRIA PRODUCTIONS &
RAVE ENTERTAINMENT

e 3 PRESENTS
JILR] A
| IN\IN\L/

PRODUCTIONS

RAVE

Entertainment

Meet the Cast, Producers & Promoters
Get the inside scoop on this hilarious comedy play!

 ANANTH MAHADEVAN

South Super Star

RAKESH BEDI

Movie Dhurandar Fame

" ABHISHEK PATNAIK

DESI KING
116-01 101 Avenue,
Richmond Hill, NY 11419

smta  THURSDAY,
:ii:] SEPTEMBER 24, 2026
7:30 PM

Come meet the stars, ask your questions,
and be part of the excitement before the show!

ALL MEDIA REPRESENTATIVES )
ARE CORDIALLY INVITED! =

PRESS CONFERENCE
COVERAGE WELCOME

PRESENTED BY

PRRIA PRODUCTIONS &

PROMOTED BY

Prria Trehan Haider
Bhavna Sharma
Jasbir Jay Singh

gwyw/Wrg.’

RAVE ENTERTAINMENT
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Private Universities: A Call for Scientific Accountability

Private universities have become an impor-
tant part of the higher-education landscape.
They have expanded access to professional
courses, introduced new academic
programmes, invested in laboratories and
infrastructure, and created opportunities for
research and innovation. In many places,
they have also helped students access
emerging fields such as artificial intelligence,
biotechnology, data science, renewable
energy and advanced engineering.

With this expansion, however, comes a
greater responsibility. A university is not
merely a place that awards degrees. It is
an institution entrusted with knowledge,
scientific inquiry, young minds and, ulti-
mately, the future of society. Therefore, aca-
demic freedom must go hand in hand with
academic responsibility, and scientific am-
bition must be accompanied by account-
ability.

Science Requires Evidence

The foundation of science is evidence. Sci-
entific claims must be testable, research
methods should be transparent, data should
be handled responsibly, and conclusions
should remain open to scrutiny. Universities,
whether public or private, have a special
obligation to protect these principles.
Research cannot be reduced to the number
of papers published, conferences attended
or projects announced. Quality matters as
much as quantity. A healthy research envi-
ronment encourages researchers to ask dif-
ficult questions, report results honestly,
acknowledge limitations and accept correc-
tion when evidence demands it.

Scientific accountability therefore begins
with a simple principle: the pursuit of knowl-
edge must remain more important than the
pursuit of appearances.

Beyond Buildings and Rankings
Modern universities often highlight impres-
sive campuses, sophisticated laboratories,
international collaborations and attractive
academic programmes. These facilities can
certainly contribute to educational quality,
but infrastructure alone does not create a
strong university.

The real strength of an institution is reflected
in the quality of teaching, research integ-
rity, faculty expertise, student learning, labo-
ratory practices, academic freedom, ethi-
cal standards and the contribution its gradu-
ates and researchers make to society.

A university may have modern buildings and
advanced equipment, but if students are not
encouraged to question, investigate and
think independently, the infrastructure has
limited educational value.

Research Integrity Must Be Central
Scientific research carries a profound ethi-
cal responsibility. Fabrication of data, ma-
nipulation of results, plagiarism, inappropri-
ate authorship and other forms of academic
misconduct can damage not only an indi-

vidual researcher but also the credibility of
an entire institution.

Private universities should therefore main-
tain strong systems for research ethics,
plagiarism screening, data management,
conflict-of-interest disclosure and indepen-
dent investigation of serious allegations.
These systems should not exist merely to
satisfy regulations. They should become
part of the academic culture.

Young researchers learn not only from text-
books but also from the behaviour of their
teachers and institutions. If honesty is
treated as a principle in laboratories and
classrooms, students are more likely to
carry that value into their professional lives.
Accountability Does Not Mean Suppress-
ing Academic Freedom

There is an important distinction between
accountability and control.

Scientific accountability does not mean tell-
ing researchers what conclusions they must
reach. On the contrary,
genuine science requires
intellectual freedom. Re-
searchers should be able
to challenge established
ideas, investigate un-
popular questions and publish results that
do not support an expected hypothesis,
subject to legitimate ethical and legal re-
quirements.

Accountability means that researchers
should be able to explain how their work
was conducted, what evidence supports
their conclusions and what limitations af-
fect their findings.

A university should create an environment
in which researchers can say, “This is what
the evidence shows,” rather than feeling
pressured to say, “This is what the institu-
tion wants to show.”

Transparent Use of Research Funds
Research requires significant financial re-
sources. Laboratories, equipment, field stud-
ies, scholarships and research personnel
all require investment. When public or pri-
vate funds are used for scientific work, trans-
parency becomes essential.

Universities should maintain clear proce-
dures for research grants, procurement,
project expenditure and reporting. Research-
ers should also be encouraged to disclose
relevant conflicts of interest.

Financial accountability and scientific ac-
countability are closely connected. Misuse
of resources can undermine research, while
poor research practices can waste re-
sources that could otherwise support mean-
ingful discoveries.

Quality of Faculty Matters

A university's scientific culture is strongly
influenced by its faculty.

Recruitment and promotion should therefore
place genuine emphasis on subject exper-
tise, teaching ability, research quality, ethi-

Dr Vijay Garg
Retired Principal

Mobile 9465682110

cal conduct and meaningful academic con-
tributions. Publication counts alone cannot
provide a complete picture of a scholar's
contribution.

Faculty members should be encouraged to
remain intellectually active, update their
knowledge and connect classroom teach-
ing with contemporary developments in their
disciplines.

At the same time, universities should pro-
vide reasonable opportunities for faculty
development. Accountability should be ac-
companied by institutional support.
Students Should Be Partners in Scientific
Learning

Students should not be treated simply as
consumers of education. They are partici-
pants in the academic process.
Laboratory work, research projects, semi-
nars and classroom discussions should
encourage curiosity and independent think-
ing. Students should learn how to distinguish
evidence from opinion, reli-
able information from misin-
formation and scientific un-
certainty from unsupported
claims.

Private universities have an
opportunity to develop a generation that
does not merely remember scientific facts
but understands how scientific knowledge
is created and tested.

This is particularly important in an era when
social media and digital platforms can
spread scientific misinformation at extraor-
dinary speed.

Artificial Intelligence Brings New Re-
sponsibilities

The rapid growth of artificial intelligence has
added another dimension to academic ac-
countability.

Al tools can assist students and research-
ers with literature searches, data analysis,
coding, language editing and many other
tasks. But their use raises questions about
authorship, originality, accuracy, privacy,
intellectual property and academic integrity.
Universities need clear and evolving poli-
cies for responsible Al use. Students
should understand that using a techno-
logical tool does not remove the respon-
sibility for the final work. Researchers
must also verify Al-generated information
rather than assuming that an automated
system is always accurate. In science,
an attractive answer is not necessarily
a correct answer. Laboratories Must Be
Places of Safety and Learning Scientific
accountability also extends to laboratory
safety. Proper training, equipment main-
tenance, waste management, chemical han-
dling, biological safety and emergency pro-
cedures are essential components of re-
sponsible scientific education.

Students should never be encouraged to
compromise safety for the sake of complet-

ing an experiment quickly. A culture of safety
demonstrates respect for human life, sci-
entific discipline and professional responsi-
bility.

Accreditation and External Review
Independent evaluation can strengthen in-
stitutional accountability. Accreditation and
external academic review can help univer-
sities identify weaknesses, improve teach-
ing and research practices and maintain
appropriate standards. Such processes are
most valuable when they encourage genu-
ine improvement rather than becoming ex-
ercises in paperwork. Universities should
welcome credible external scrutiny because
constructive criticism can help institutions
become stronger. Commercial Success and
Academic Purpose Private universities nec-
essarily operate within a financial environ-
ment. Investment, infrastructure, student
enrolment and financial sustainability are
legitimate institutional concerns. However,
higher education cannot be treated entirely
like a conventional commercial enterprise.
The central purpose of a university is the
creation, preservation, transmission and
application of knowledge. When commer-
cial considerations dominate academic pri-
orities, there is a risk that education be-
comes overly focused on market demand
while fundamental research, humanities,
basic sciences and long-term scholarship
receive insufficient attention. A balanced
university recognises both financial
sustainability and academic responsibility.
Protecting the Public Interest

Scientific research does not remain confined
to university laboratories. Its consequences
can reach hospitals, industries, farms,
schools, governments and communities.
Research involving health, environment, food,
technology or public safety can have sig-
nificant social consequences. Universities
must therefore consider the broader public
interest while designing and communicat-
ing research.

Researchers should communicate findings
responsibly and avoid exaggerated claims.
The public deserves scientific information
that is accurate, understandable and appro-
priately qualified.

Building a Culture of Questioning
Perhaps the greatest responsibility of a
university is to create a culture in which
questions are welcomed.

A student who asks “Why?” is not creating
aproblem. Aresearcher who challenges an
established assumption is not necessarily
creating conflict. Scientific progress often
begins with a question that others had not
considered.

Private universities can make a lasting con-
tribution by encouraging students to observe
carefully, question respectfully, test ideas
and accept evidence—even when evidence
challenges their existing beliefs.
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11th Annual East Coast Dastaar Pride to Celebrate

Sikh Identity, Youth and Community
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Piscataway : The 11th Annual East Coast Dastaar Pride
is set to bring the Sikh community together for a day
celebrating the Dastaar, Sikh identity, culture, youth
and community spirit. The event will take place on
Saturday, October 17, 2026, from 9:00 AM to 4:30 PM
at Deewan Banquet, 560 Stelton Road, Piscataway,
NJ 08854.

Organized with the support of Guru Gobind
Singh Study Circle USA and the Sadh Sangat across
the nation, the event will feature the
Dastaar and Dumalla Competition

BJ:Studio 646-403-7334
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Gurdwaras. The last date for registration is October

16, 2026, with check-in beginning at 9:00 AM on the

event day.

The organizers are also encouraging community

members to support the initiative by sponsoring

Dastaars, prizes and Dastaar clinics at local

Gurdwaras. The flyer notes that 10 Dastaars can be

sponsored for $100.

The event is being presented with the blessings of the
Tri-State Sadh Sangat and support

BRI SRREST TN from community sponsors, with the
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along with SpeCial activities deSigned 646-403-7334 goa| of encouraging children and

to encourage children and young

people to connect with Sikh heritage. A major highlight
will be the Sikh Youth Festival, offering children
opportunities to participate in activities including a
Catwalk on stage with artists. The program is open to
age groups 9-25 years, and volunteers will be available
to assist participants with tying their Dastaars.

families to proudly embrace and
celebrate Sikh traditions.
For more information, visit DastaarPride.com’ or
contact the organizers through the information provided
on the event materials.
Event Details:
Saturday, October 17,2026
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11TH EAST COAST

DASTAAR

DASTAAR AND DUMALLA COMPETITION

Q S60 STELTOMN ROAD,
PISCATAWAY, N.J 08854
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Registor online (www.DastaarPride.com) or at kocal
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we are cxcited to announce that registration
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‘Guru Gobind Singh Study Circle USA, supported by the Sadh Sangat across the nation
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www.DastaarPride. com | info@dastaarpride.com
Donations may kindly be made via Zelle at 51 6-309-1133
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T-shirt & Baaj

The organizers have announced attractive g-0g0 AM = 4:30 PM e ————— e @ S
prizes worth $21,000. Registered participants will pgewan Banquet, 560 Stelton Road, Piscataway, NJ & ;iﬁ&g.__w g g o cane =2

receive a Dastaar, T-shirt and Baaj. Registration is open
online at DastaarPride.com* and through local

08854
DastaarPride.com
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Please join us to:
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