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LOK RANG NOORZORA = »
Giddha Group

N\Arriott UNIONDALE (cranp sattroom

101 JAMES DOOLITTLE BLVD, UNIONDALE, NY 11553
¢ ATTRACTIONS §

JULY 2026

1Z:00PM - 5:00PM

2 BEST DRESS UP 5
& ", GIDHA BHANGRA | GAMES | COMPETITIONS | FOLK SINGING [ it e
%  RAFFLEATENTRY  gg PUNJABI DJ OPEN FLOOR DANCE | CLOTHING & JEWELRY STALL

-rcsv DANCE PERFORMANCE &'

= o,
_,% JUNIOR PUNJABAN e m-m.:;;"{'-
SURPRISE GIFTS

“C. MISS PUNJABAN sk 16-3m &
S N S’ [REGISTRATION FEE $50)
TICKETS AVAILABLE AT: ) Eventbrite :

NISHI: 917-992-0076 *
FOR MORE INFO CALL

NEETU CHABRA HARVINDER BHATIA PAMMI JAPRA
7T18-344-5768 516-528-3463

516-547-3480
COMMITTEE MEMBERS:
SUPREET KAUR | AMITA KARWAL | SAHIBA KAUR | PARUL KUMAR | MANJEET KAUR | POONAM LEKHI

EVENTMASTER/ ) (O @ @ | 212-300-6511| HELLO@EVENTMASTER.NYC

NEERU UPPAL

ANJU SHARMA
646-239-8980

516-582-5888
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Helping Indian Students Navigate
the Journey from School to Career

HELPING INDIAN STUDENTS NAVIGATE

SCHOOL LIFE

DIGITAL

LITERACY

SCHOOL LIFE

India is home to one of the world’s largest
youth populations, making education and
career development critical to the nation’s
future. Every year, millions of students com-
plete their schooling and prepare to enter
higher education or the workforce. However,
the transition from school to a successful
career is often challenging, as many young
people struggle to connect their education
with real-world opportunities.

One of the biggest issues is the gap be-
tween academic learning and industry re-
quirements. Traditional education systems
have largely focused on examinations and
theoretical knowledge, while employers in-
creasingly seek skills such as communica-
tion, critical thinking, problem-solving, team-
work, creativity, and digital literacy. As a
result, many graduates find themselves un-
prepared for the demands of modern work-
places.

Career guidance is another area that needs
significant attention. In many parts of India,
especially in rural regions and smaller

towns, students have limited exposure to
the wide range of career options available
today. Their choices are often confined to
conventional professions such as medicine,
engineering, or government services, de-
spite the emergence of exciting opportuni-
ties in fields like artificial intelligence, data
science, renewable energy, digital market-
ing, cybersecurity, design, and entrepre-
neurship.

Strengthening career counseling at the
school level can help address this challenge.
Students should be encouraged to explore
their interests, talents, and aspirations from
an early age. Professional guidance can en-
able them to make informed decisions about
their educational paths and future careers.
Equally important is the involvement of par-
ents, who play a vital role in supporting their
children's ambitions and understanding their
unique strengths.

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020
has emphasized skill-based learning and vo-
cational education as essential components

) THE JOURNEY FROM SCHOOL TO CAREER (¢

S CAREER & OPPORTUNITIES &
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of the education system. Initiatives such as
internships, project-based learning, indus-
try visits, and collaborations with local busi-
nesses can provide students with practical
exposure and a clearer understanding of
workplace expectations. Such experiences
not only enhance employability but also build
confidence and adaptability.

Technology has also created new possibili-
ties for career development. Online learning
platforms, digital skill programs, and virtual
internships are enabling students to access
quality education and training regardless of
their geographical location. However, ensur-
ing equal access to digital resources and
internet connectivity remains a crucial chal-
lenge that must be addressed to prevent fur-
ther inequalities.

Beyond technical skills, students must also
develop life skills that prepare them for a
rapidly changing world. Resilience, emo-
tional intelligence, ethical values, leader-
ship, and the ability to learn continuously
are becoming increasingly important in the

e e
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twenty-first century. Schools can play a
transformative role by integrating these ele-
ments into their curricula and extracurricu-
lar activities.

Ultimately, helping Indian students navigate
the journey from school to career is not
merely about securing jobs; it is about em-
powering young people to build meaningful
and fulfilling lives. A collaborative effort in-
volving educational institutions, families, in-
dustries, and policymakers is essential to
create a supportive ecosystem that nurtures
talent and encourages innovation.

India's demographic advantage can become
its greatest strength if its youth are equipped
with the right knowledge, skills, and oppor-
tunities. By bridging the gap between class-
rooms and careers, the nation can ensure
that its students are prepared not only for
employment but also for lifelong success
and contribution to society.

Dr Vijay Garg Retired Principal? Edu-
cational columnist Eminent Education-
ist street kour Chand MHR Malout Punjab
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Complete destruction of organized crime syndicates

Public safety, not bail, is paramount.Strict legal action against habitual offenders is the
foundation of good governance, national security, and Ramrajya.-A comprehensive analysis

Globally, India is among the fast-
est-growing economies in the world.
In this era of digital revolution, glo-
bal investment, modern infrastruc-
ture, and social change,if there is
any challenge that hinders the pace
of development, it is organized

crime. Crime),criminal
syndicates,drug trafficking, illegal
mining, hawala cyber crime, extor-
tion, land mafia, human trafficking
and habitual criminals who repeat-
edly commit crimes after being re-
leased on bail.

[,Advocate Kishan
Sanmukhdas Bhawnani, Gondia,
Maharashtra, believe that such
crimes are not just a question of law
and order, but are a direct attack
on the nation's economy, democ-
racy, investment, social trust and
citizen security.

Today, on June 30, 2026,
during the ongoing monsoon ses-
sion of the Maharashtra Legislative
Assembly, the Honorable Chief Min-
ister also clarified that the State Gov-
ernment is working towards making
its action against organized crime
and drug trafficking more stringent.
He stated that the government is
considering the necessary legal pro-
visions to bring repeat offenders,
especially those involved in drug traf-
ficking and organized criminal syn-
dicates, who repeatedly re-offend
after being released on bail, under
the ambit of the Maharashtra Con-
trol of Organized Crime Act
(MCOCA). According to him, action

under general criminal sections or
the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotro-
pic Substances Act, 1985 (NDPS
Act) is insufficient, as in many
cases, the accused return to the
same illegal activities after being
granted bail.

Therefore, the use of strin-
gent laws like MCOCA is consid-
ered essential to effectively curb or-
ganized drug networks, their finan-
cial mechanisms, and gangs that
commit repeat crimes. The Chief
Minister stated that the Home De-
partment is taking the necessary
steps in this regard to deliver a de-
cisive blow to organized crime and
instill an effective fear of the law in
society. Based on this, through this
article, | would like to appeal to
states across India to adopt this
model.

Friends, if India is to be-
come a developed nation and es-
tablish a fear-free environment in
society, merely arresting criminals
will not be enough. What is needed
is to ensure strict and effective le-
gal action against the entire crimi-
nal network, its financial structure,
its political and social patronage,
and repeat offenders. This will truly
establish the rule of law. Various
states in India have enacted spe-
cific laws against organized crime.
The most well-known example is the
Maharashtra Control of Organized
Crime Act (MCOCA), commonly
known as MCOCA. The purpose of

this law is not only to punish the
criminal, but also to dismantle his
entire criminal organization, finan-
cial sources, and network. Over
time, many other states have also
enacted similar laws.

Friends, similarly, efforts
like the Karnataka Control of Orga-
nized Crime Act (COCA), the
Gujarat Control of Terrorism and
Organized Crime Act (GCTC), and
the Uttar Pradesh Control of Orga-
nized Crime Act (UPCOCA) dem-
onstrate that states have recognized
the gravity of organized crime. At the
national level, numerous laws exist,
including the Indian Penal Code,
2023, the Indian Civil Defense Code,
2023, the Indian Evidence Act,
2023, the Unlawful Activities (Pre-
vention) Act (UAPA), the Prevention
of Money Laundering Act (PMLA),
the National Security Act (NSA), the
NDPS Act, and the Gangsters and
Anti-Social Activities (Prevention)
Act. The challenge is not a lack of
laws, but their effective, timely, and
fearless implementation.

Friends, as a lawyer, | see
a particular concern about criminals
who, after being arrested for seri-
ous crimes, are released on bail and
then re-engage in the same crime.
Such repeat offenders lose their fear
of the law. Therefore, it is essential
that when granting bail to individu-
als with a long history of organized
crime, gang operations, drug traf-
ficking, human trafficking, cyber
fraud, or violent crimes, courts criti-
cally evaluate factors such as re-
cidivism, victim safety, and the po-
tential impact on society, and im-
pose stringent conditions in accor-
dance with the law. Modern orga-
nized crime is no longer solely lo-
cal. It operates through digital bank-
ing, cryptocurrency, the dark web,
shell companies, shell accounts, in-
ternational hawala networks, and
cyber platforms. Therefore, effective
coordination is essential not only
between local police, but also be-

tween states, central agencies, and
international cooperation. Criminal
networks do not respect boundaries;
therefore, law enforcement agencies
must be equally empowered through
technology and information sharing.

Friends, international expe-
rience also bears this out. Italy de-
veloped stringent legal frameworks
against the mafia, the United States
against organized crime, and many
European countries against finan-
cial crimes. The fundamental prin-
ciple of these models was that
merely imprisoning the criminal is
not enough; rather, eliminating his
wealth, assets, networks, associ-
ates, and economic power is essen-
tial. This strategy could prove more
effective in India as well. The most
powerful weapon against crime is
not just punishment, but certainty
and speed of punishment. If investi-
gations are scientific, digital evi-
dence is secure, prosecutions are
efficient, and trials are timely, then
criminals develop a genuine fear of
the law. On the other hand, years
of pending cases, weak investiga-
tions, and pressure on witnesses
undermine the effectiveness of the
justice system. Therefore, police
reforms, forensic capabilities, digi-
tal investigations, witness protec-
tion, and the prosecution system
must be given equal importance. It
is equally important that stringent
laws are used only against orga-
nized and serious crimes, and that
every accused enjoys the constitu-
tional rights of fair trial, judicial re-
view, and legal protection. The pur-
pose of law is not to instill fear, but
to ensure justice and public safety.
In a democracy, both rigor and con-
stitutional balance go hand in hand.

Friends, if India is to be free
from corruption, drug trafficking,
cybercrime, illegal mining, land
grabbing, and organized crime, a co-
ordinated national strategy must be
developed between the states and
the central government. Confiscation

of criminals' assets, identification of
illegal income, technical surveil-
lance, interstate databases, finan-
cial intelligence, and a speedy jus-
tice system can form the main pil-
lars of this strategy.

Friends, in Indian culture,
the Satya Yuga and Treta Yuga are
considered symbols of justice, truth,
dharma, and public welfare. In mod-
ern democratic India, these ideals
do not mean the restoration of a re-
ligious system, but rather a gover-
nance where the law is supreme,
criminals fear the law, innocent citi-
zens are protected, women, chil-
dren, and senior citizens enjoy a
fearless environment, and justice is
equally available to all. This is the
true vision of "good governance," in
accordance with constitutional val-
ues.

Therefore, if we study and
analyze the entire above narrative,
we find that the decisive fight
against organized crime is not
solely the responsibility of the po-
lice, but rather a shared responsi-
bility of the government, the judi-
ciary, investigative agencies, the
prosecution, civil society, and vigi-
lant citizens.When the law is imple-
mented fairly, promptly, and effec-
tively, when the economic and or-
ganizational structures of crime syn-
dicates are dismantled, and when
both the severity of the law and the
speed of the judicial process are
ensured against habitual offenders,
India will be able to progress as a
more secure, investment- friendly,
just, and trustworthy nation. This will
be the strongest foundation for a
developed India, good governance,
and a constitutionally based justice
system.

-Compiler Author - Tax Expert
Columnist Literary Interna-
tional Writer Thinker Poet
sangeet MADHYMA CA (ATC)
Advocate Kishan Sanmukhdas
Bhawnani Gondia Maharashtra
9226229318
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WHY HOPE IS ESSENTIAL FOR HUMAN PROGRESS?

In every era of human civilization,
optimism has served as one of the
greatest driving forces behind
progress, resilience and innovation.
It includes overcoming personal
hardships to rebuilding societies
after wars, pandemics and natural
disasters, hope has consistently
inspired humanity to move forward.
Optimism is far more than simply
expecting good things to happen; it
is the enduring belief that chal-
lenges can be overcome through
perseverance, thoughtful action and
determination. Itis this constructive
mindset that enables individuals to
transform obstacles into opportuni-
ties and setbacks into stepping
stones for growth.

For centuries, philosophers, reli-
gious scholars and psychologists
have regarded optimism as a fun-
damental human virtue. From the
teachings of the ancient Stoics to
the principles of modern positive
psychology, optimism has been rec-
ognized as a powerful force that
strengthens the human spirit and
promotes personal development.
Over the past few decades, scien-
tific research has reinforced this
understanding by demonstrating
that optimism is not merely a philo-
sophical concept or an emotional
preference but a measurable psy-
chological trait with profound effects
on physical health, mental well-be-
ing and social functioning.

Modern neuroscience has provided
compelling evidence supporting the
biological foundations of optimism.
Functional magnetic resonance im-
aging (fMRI) studies have shown
that optimistic thinking activates
regions of the brain such as the pre-
frontal cortex and the striatum, ar-
eas responsible for decision-mak-
ing, motivation and reward process-
ing. At the same time, optimistic
individuals tend to exhibit lower lev-
els of cortisol, the body's primary
stress hormone, while maintaining
healthier levels of neurotransmitters
such as serotonin and dopamine
that regulate mood and emotional
balance. These findings suggest
that optimism is deeply rooted in
human biology and contributes sig-
nificantly to overall psychological
resilience.

The benefits of optimism extend far
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beyond emotional well-being. Nu-
merous long-term studies con-
ducted across the world have con-
sistently shown that optimistic in-
dividuals enjoy better cardiovascu-
lar health, stronger immune function
and greater life expectancy. They are
less likely to experience chronic
stress, anxiety and depression,
while reporting higher levels of life
satisfaction and emotional stability.
Rather than becoming overwhelmed
by adversity, optimistic people are
more likely to approach difficulties
with confidence, persistence, and a
solution-oriented mindset.

One of optimism's greatest
strengths lies in its ability to foster
resilience. Life inevitably presents
disappointments, failures and unex-
pected challenges. Optimistic indi-
viduals do not deny these realities;
instead, they interpret setbacks as
temporary and manageable rather
than permanent and devastating.
They view failure not as the end of
their journey but as an opportunity
to learn, adapt and improve. This
mindset enables them to recover
more quickly from adversity and
maintain motivation even under dif-
ficult circumstances. ptimism also
plays a vital role in academic
achievement, professional suc-
cess and leadership. Positive ex-
pectations encourage individuals to
set ambitious yet achievable goals,
persevere through obstacles and
continuously seek innovative solu-
tions.

Employers are increas-

ADVERSITY & RESILIENCE "

2. HOPE SPARKS INNOVATION & EXPLORATION

SHARED RESOURCES

4, HOPE PROVIDES MOTIVATION & ACTIO

HOUSING
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\

HOUSING SOLUTIONS

ingly recognising that optimism
contributes to productivity, effective
teamwork, creativity and sound de-
cision-making. In educational set-
tings, optimistic students demon-
strate greater perseverance, im-
proved problem-solving abilities
and stronger academic perfor-
mance because they believe that
effort ultimately leads to success.

Beyond personal success,
optimism strengthens human rela-
tionships and social harmony. Op-
timistic individuals generally build
stronger friendships, healthier fam-
ily relationships and more produc-
tive professional partnerships. Their
hopeful outlook inspires trust, co-
operation, empathy and mutual
support, creating stronger commu-
nities capable of overcoming col-
lective challenges. In this sense,
optimism becomes not only a per-
sonal asset but also a valuable
social resource.

Contrary to popular belief,
optimism is not simply an inherited
personality trait. While genetics
may influence an individual's natu-
ral disposition, psychologists agree
that optimism can be consciously
cultivated through consistent prac-
tice. Cognitive reframing encourages
individuals to reinterpret negative ex-
periences from a constructive per-
spective, viewing setbacks as valu-
able learning opportunities rather
than irreversible failures. Practising
gratitude by acknowledging life's
small blessings shifts attention
away from persistent negativity and

“I‘_'?ﬂ&m
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reinforces positive thinking. Mindful-
ness meditation reduces stress
while increasing awareness of the
present moment, allowing individu-
als to respond thoughtfully rather
than react emotionally. Setting re-
alistic and achievable goals nurtures
a sense of purpose and accomplish-
ment, while surrounding oneself with
supportive and positive people fur-
ther reinforces optimistic thinking.
These evidence-based approaches
align closely with the principles of
Cognitive Behavioural Therapy
(CBT), demonstrating that optimism
is a skill that can be developed
through deliberate effort.

However, optimism must be
balanced with realism. Excessive or
unrealistic optimism can sometimes
lead to poor judgment, overconfi-
dence and the underestimation of
genuine risks. Assuming that prob-
lems will resolve themselves with-
out adequate preparation may result
in avoidable financial, professional,
or health-related consequences.
Similarly, consistently overestimat-
ing favourable outcomes may lead
to disappointment when reality fails
to meet expectations. For this rea-
son, psychologists advocate what
is often called realistic optimism—
a balanced perspective that com-
bines hope with rational thinking,
careful planning and responsible
decision-making.

From an evolutionary per-
spective, optimism may have played
acrucial role in the survival and ad-
vancement of the human species.

Individuals who maintained hope dur-
ing adversity were more likely to per-
severe, cooperate with others and
continue searching for solutions
despite uncertainty. This enduring
spirit of optimism has driven explo-
ration, scientific discovery, techno-
logical innovation and cultural
progress throughout history.
Humanity's greatest achievements
have often been accomplished by
individuals who believed that im-
provement was possible even when
circumstances appeared over-
whelmingly difficult.

Today's world presents un-
precedented global challenges, in-
cluding climate change, economic
uncertainty, public health crises,
technological disruption and rising
mental health concerns. In such an
environment, optimism is not a
luxury or an illusion—it is an essen-
tial psychological resource. Scien-
tific evidence increasingly demon-
strates that realistic optimism
strengthens resilience, improves
health, enhances decision-making
and promotes individual and soci-
etal well-being. It empowers people
not to ignore reality but to confront
it with courage, confidence and de-
termination.

Ultimately, optimism is both
an art of perspective and a science
of resilience. Itis neither naive wish-
ful thinking nor blind positivity;
rather, it is a disciplined way of in-
terpreting life's uncertainties while
remaining committed to meaningful
action. When combined with wis-
dom, responsibility and persever-
ance, optimism enables individuals
to lead healthier, happier and more
productive lives while contributing
positively to society.

In an age defined by uncer-
tainty, cultivating realistic optimism
is no longer merely a personal
choice—it has become a collective
necessity. By embracing hope with-
out abandoning reason, humanity
can continue to face its greatest
challenges with confidence, com-
passion and an unwavering commit-
ment to progress.

SURINDERPAL SINGH
FACULTY IN SCIENCE DEPART-
MENT

SRI AMRITSAR SAHIB,
PUNJAB.
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A New Chapter in Punjabi
Cinema Begins in New York

PRC Production Inc. Announces Bhole Da Viah - A Punjabi Feature Film to Be Shot Entirely in New York

New York, USA — Punjabi cinema is about Wﬁ?_

FIRST PUNJABI FILM PRODUCED IN NEW YORK

to witness a landmark moment as PRC Produc-
tion Inc. proudly announces its upcoming feature
film, "Bhole Da Viah." The film will be 100% pro-
duced and filmed in New York, bringing the vibrant
spirit of Punjab to one of the world's greatest cities.
Bhole Da Viah is more than just another movie. Itis
a celebration of the Punjabi community, its culture,
dreams, struggles, and achievements in America.
The project aims to showcase New York as a des-
tination for Punjabi filmmaking while opening new
opportunities for artists living across the United
States. A Platform for Local Talent For years, many
talented Punjabis have immigrated to the United L&
States with dreams of becoming actors, singers, gl
writers, or filmmakers. Unfortunately, many never
had the opportunity to showcase their talent.

PRC Production Inc. wants to change that.
Our goal is to provide opportunities for local artists
first. We encourage aspiring and experienced tal-
ent from New York, New Jersey, Long Island, Chi-
cago, Indiana, Los Angeles, and across North
America to become part of this historic production.
We welcome: Actors & Actresses, Comedians,
Singers, Writers, Makeup Artists, Hairstylists, Cin-
ematographers, Photographers, Dancers, Cho- A

L 'CASTING ci.

BE A PART OF AN EXCITING PUNJABI FILM
SHOT 100% IN NEW YORK

LOOKING FOR

® ® MAIN LEAD | SUPPORTING
lw* MALE & FEMALE | w* MALE & FEMALE i

AGE: 21 - 30 | AGE: 35 - 55 =
reographers, Technicians, Production Crew, Any-

% LANGUAGE: HINDI & PUNJABI %
one passionate about filmmaking Whether you have - ;

years of experience or are looking for your very first S FIRST AUDITION

. | =13 AUDITION DATE
break, this is your opportunity to be part of some- _ -~ —l N
thing special.y pp y P = _ WILL HAPPENIN = COM'NG SOON
Creating History Together Bhole Da Viah rep- = N N Ew YO R K e I il LOCATION
resents more than a film, it represents a movement = = f NEW YORK
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Is Haryana Sahitya and Sanskriti Academy living
up to the expectations of the litterateurs?

(Dignity of honour, stagnation of literary activities and questions raised on the system)

Literature is the purest voice of
a nation's soul, and writers are tire-
less seekers of that voice. They
write the history of time in words,
shape emotions into culture, and
provide direction to society's con-
sciousness. Their pen not only cre-
ates but also cultivates the thoughts
of generations. Therefore, honoring
a writer is not a formality of a gov-
ernment program, but a public dec-
laration of society's cultural matu-
rity and sensitivity.

In this context, the current function-
ing of the Haryana Sahitya and Sanskriti
Academy appears to be surrounded by
many questions. Long-awaited literary
figures were finally honored, but the
manner in which this process was con-
ducted caused more disappointment
than joy. The experiences that emerged
during conversations with several hon-
ored literary figures were not merely
expressions of personal dissatisfac-
tion, but rather pointed to a system
where formality seems to prevail over
empathy, and administrative proce-
dures over intimacy.

The value of an honor is measured
not by the amount of money it carries,
but by the respect it carries. A citation
isn't just a paper document; it's a pub-
lic tribute from society to a creator's
years of dedication. Therefore, every
word, every signature, and every for-
mality carries symbolic significance.

Some of the honor letters circulat-
ing on social media surprised many lit-
erary figures. They lacked the signa-
ture of any competent official. Simply
printing a name and designation may
fulfill administrative requirements, but
it cannot replace the intimate dignity of
the honor. Signatures are not mere
lines of ink; they are living symbols of
an organization's acceptance, respon-
sibility, and respect. When these are
absent, the dignity of the honor ap-
pears incomplete.

If there were any administrative or
legal reasons behind this, the Academy
had a responsibility to clarify them with
the literary figures. Institutions build
trust not only through decisions but
also through dialogue.
Lack of dialogue often
breeds distrust, and
distrust is the biggest
challenge for any cul-
tural institution.

Haryana's literary
community still re-
members the occa-?
sions when literary
figures were honored
in the august atmo-
sphere of the Rajj#®
Bhavan. Awards were
not merely presented
there, but the prestige of literature was
celebrated. Each literary figure on
stage felt like a respected representa-
tive of the state's cultural conscious-
ness. Today, more than the grandeur,
there is a lack of intimacy, and this pain
is what stirs the hearts of literary fig-
ures.

The concern isn't limited to the
awards ceremony. Over the past four
years, numerous questions have been
raised about the academy's literary
activities. For the years 2023, 2024,
2025, and the current year, 2026, there
has been no regular process for
awards and honors, no consistent in-
vitation for manuscripts, no extensive
literary workshops, no planned pro-
grams for young writers, and no strong
environment for statewide literary dia-
logue. If the flow of creative activity
slows down within the premises of any
literary academy, it's natural for the lit-
erary community to express concern.

The Sahitya Akademi is not merely
an institution that distributes awards.
Its true essence is that of a vibrant cul-
tural university, where ideas are ex-
changed, new talents find direction, the
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experiences of senior writers reach the
new generation, and language and cul-
ture are constantly cultivated. If this role
is limited, the institution's usefulness
itself comes into question.

Another serious question arises re-
garding the participation of literary fig-
ures. Many writers have felt that the
active participation of literary figures in
the Academy's decision-making pro-
cess is not at the expected level. The
soul of any literary institution is its writ-
ers, poets, critics, researchers, and
translators. If these individuals begin to
feel excluded from decision-making, the
institution's literary character gradually
begins to shrink into an administrative
form.

This article is not an attack on any
particular individual, but a humble plea
for introspection within the system. The
strength of democratic institutions lies
in accepting and learning from criti-
cism. If writers are raising questions,
they should be viewed not as disagree-
ment but as an opportunity for improve-
ment.

It is essential that the Academy es-
tablish a timely process for awards and
honors, restore the dignity of the
awards ceremonies, establish regular
dialogue with literary figures, and pub-
licize a well-thought-out calendar of lit-
erary activities throughout the year. Lit-

erary workshops, book discussions,
young writers' conferences, folk litera-
ture festivals, research seminars, and
literary campaigns at the school and
college levels should be organized in
every district. This is the hallmark of a
strong literary academy.

A writer doesn't seek recognition.
They only expect respectful treatment
for their labor, dedication, and creativ-
ity. Their greatest reward is society's
trust, and their greatest honor is their
dignity. If this is hurt, it becomes not
just an individual's pain, but the pain of
the entire literary community.

Haryana's literary tradition is incred-
ibly rich and glorious. This land has pro-
duced numerous writers whose writ-
ings have elevated national literature to
new heights. It's natural to expect the
same level of respect from a literary
institution with such a glorious tradition.
The Academy needs to rise above ad-
ministrative formalities and understand
the soul of literature, prioritize the re-
spect of literary figures, and establish
itself not just as an office, but as a pow-
erful center of cultural consciousness.

The need today is not to stir up con-
troversy, but to revive trust. Respect
isn't just bestowed, it's also experi-
enced. Unless writers feel honored,
even the most lavish events will feel
empty within.

It is hoped that the Haryana Acad-
emy of Literature and Culture will em-
brace these questions positively and,
through introspection, develop a work
culture in which the self-respect of the
writer, the dignity of literature, and the
respect for culture reign supreme. Ul-
timately, the future of any society is de-
termined not by its economic achieve-
ments but by its cultural conscious-
ness—and literature is the brightest
beacon of that consciousness.

(Dr. Satyawan Saurabh, PhD (Po-
litical Science), is a poet and social
thinker.)
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What America’s Independence Day Means in era of Trump?

By: Surjit Singh Flora

On the Fourth of July, Americans
celebrate a break from a king. In
Trump's America, the holiday also
asks a harder question, how does
a split republic see itself?
Independence Day is still tied to
1776, but it is also a live test of
whether the country's promises are
more than ceremony and talk. That
test feels sharper now, because na-
tional identity is argued over in pub-
lic, every day.

The holiday began with a political
claim. The Declaration said govern-
ment gets its power from the con-
sent of the governed. Every July 4,
the country repeats that claim, even
when its record falls short. That is
why the day always carries politics,
even when it feels domestic and fa-
miliar. It is not just a summer ritual.
It is a reminder that power is sup-
posed to answer to the people.

In 1776, the colonies broke from
British rule and said ordinary
people could reject a government
that denied their rights. That idea
still sits at the center of American
democracy. Elections, protest, jury
duty, and local meetings all grow

from the belief that citizens are not
subjects. The holiday is less about
parchment than permission, the
right of the people to shape power.
Fireworks, parades, cookouts, mili-
tary flyovers, and family gatherings
can look like pure leisure, but they
also carry a civic script. They tell
a common story about sacrifice, in-
dependence, and endurance. Even
small-town ceremonies repeat the
same lesson; the republic survives
because each generation learns
the symbols. Memory fades fast,
so ritual matters.

Still, the Fourth of July has never
felt simple for everyone. Enslaved
people, Native nations, and women
without political rights heard the
language of liberty first, before they
could share it. Later generations
shut out by law heard it too. Be-
cause of that, the holiday holds
pride and unease at the same time.
Celebration and reflection sit side
by side, since the founding words
were bigger than the first practice.
Trump did not invent patriotism or
culture-war politics, but he tied
them together more tightly. Under
his rise and return, July 4 often feels

less like common ground and more
like a fight over who gets to define
the nation. Flag displays, military
praise, and public ceremony took
on a harder edge. Supporters of-
ten read them as proof of loyalty
and confidence. Critics read the
same symbols as partisan theater,
especially once dissent was
treated as disrespect. A civic lan-
guage that once left room for dis-
agreement grew less forgiving, and
public ritual hardened into a test of
loyalty. The holiday also became
tied to fights over immigration
and citizenship. Trump's rheto-
ric placed borders near the cen-
ter of American identity, so de-
bates over asylum, birthright citi-
zenship, and legal status started
to sound like debates over be-
longing itself. For supporters,
the day affirms order, sover-
eignty, and pride. For critics, the
message can sound shut off and
suspicious. Americanness then
starts to look like ancestry and
fear, not shared civic rules.

Tone matters in a republic be-
cause public conduct teaches
citizens what power looks like.

Trump's rude style, personal at-
tacks, and habit of humiliation
changed the mood of politics,
and for many Americans patri-
otic display began to feel less
like shared duty than a stage
built around one man's griev-
ances, applause lines, and de-
mand for loyalty.

In June 2026, Senator Elissa
Slotkin offered a different pic-
ture, speaking in Midwestern
terms and calling for younger
leadership rooted in daily life
rather than endless symbolic
combat. Her point was direct: a
republic cannot live on perfor-
mance alone. She did not ask
for a return to old habits, because
mistrust, weak wages, and politi-
cal exhaustion are still there, and
the answer she pushed was
steadier government and a form of
patriotism tied to problem-solving.
She also tied national strength to
opportunity. In her view, America is
strongest when people from differ-
ent backgrounds can build stable
lives. Work should bring dignity, and
civic life should stay open to them.
That fits an older American idea,

Steering the future of Indian

Drawing upon both its
civilisational legacy and contem-
porary strategic vision, India has
the opportunity not merely to safe-
guard the Indian Ocean but to
emerge as its foremost maritime
power — anchoring regional sta-
bility, expanding global trade and
leading through a model of coop-
eration, connectivity and Dharma-
based diplomacy

The twenty-first century is increas-
ingly being described as the Indian
Ocean Century. As the global eco-
nomic centre of gravity shifts from
the Atlantic to Asia, the vast mari-
time region stretching from the
eastern coast of Africa to the west-
ern Pacific has emerged as the
world’s busiest and most strate-
gically important sea space. More
than 80 per cent of the world’s
seaborne oil trade by volume and
a significant share of global mer-
chandise trade pass through the
Indian Ocean. It is home to some
of the fastest-growing economies

and serves as the lifeline of inter-
national commerce. For India, the
Indian Ocean is not merely a geo-
graphical expression. It is the
foundation of the country’s eco-
nomic security, energy security
and strategic influence. India’s
destiny has always been inter-
twined with the sea. From the days
of the ancient Cholas, Cheras and
the maritime traders of Kerala to
the modern Indian Navy, the
oceans have connected India to
the wider world through commerce,
culture and civilization.

India possesses enormous mari-
time advantages. With a coastline
of more than 7,500 kilometres and
an Exclusive Economic Zone of
over two million square kilometres,
the country is blessed with abun-
dant marine resources.

The rapidly expanding Blue
Economy—covering fisheries,
aquaculture, marine biotechnol-
ogy, offshore renewable energy and
coastal tourism—is expected to
contribute trillions of dollars to the

global economy in the coming de-
cades. India is well positioned to
become one of its leading benefi-
ciaries. Kerala occupies a unique
place in this maritime vision. Situ-
ated at the heart of the Indian
Ocean trade routes, the state has
historically been India’s gateway
to the Arabian Sea.

Its strategic geography, natural
harbours, shipbuilding potential
and centuries-old seafaring tradi-
tions make Kerala a vital pillar of
India’s maritime ambitions. The
state is among India’s largest ex-
porters of marine products and
supports millions of livelihoods
through fisheries, seafood pro-
cessing, aquaculture and coastal
tourism.

One of India’s greatest maritime
opportunities today is the devel-
opment of world-class transship-
ment infrastructure. At present,
nearly three-fourths of India’s
transshipment cargo is handled by
foreign ports such as Colombo,
Singapore and Dubai. This depen-

dence increases logistics costs
and leaves India reliant on foreign
strategic infrastructure. The emer-
gence of Vizhinjam International
Seaport has the potential to trans-
form this situation. Located close
to one of the world’s busiest east-
west shipping lanes, Vizhinjam
can become India’s gateway to
global maritime trade while retain-
ing billions of dollars of business
within the country.

Maritime security has also as-
sumed unprecedented impor-
tance. Nearly 60 per cent of glo-
bal oil shipments and one-third of
international cargo traffic pass
through the Indian Ocean. The re-
gion faces multiple challenges,
including piracy, maritime terror-
ism, illegal fishing, trafficking and
geopolitical rivalry. Securing these
sea lanes has become essential
not only for India but for the stabil-
ity of the global economy. India
has steadily strengthened its mari-
time capabilities.

Kochi, the headquarters of the

belonging is not bloodline alone. It
grows through contribution, law,
and access to institutions that
make effort count. For many fami-
lies, that story begins with arrival,
work, school, and an oath.
That is where Independence Day
turns from pageantry back to prin-
ciple. Freedom means less when
one group hoards it and praises it
in the abstract. It means more
when jobs carry benefits, housing
is reachable, public schools work,
and institutions earn trust. Liberty
is strongest when equal respect
and shared duty travel with it. Oth-
erwise, the flag covers frustration
instead of common purpose.
Independence Day still honors
1776, the moment Americans said
power begins with the people. In
Trump's America, the holiday also
measures something present and
unresolved. It asks whether free-
dom is widening or shrinking in
practice. The answer no longer feels
ceremonial.
Surjit Singh flora
6 Havelock Drive
Brampton, Ont,L6W 4A5
647-829-9397

Ocean

Southern Naval Command, is
widely regarded as the cradle of
Indian naval training. Thousands of
naval personnel receive advanced
training here every year. India’s
naval modernization, coastal sur-
veillance systems and humanitar-
ian assistance missions have sig-
nificantly enhanced its reputation
as a responsible maritime power.
Some strategic observers have re-
cently expressed concern over the
occasional omission of the word
“Indo” in certain international ref-
erences to the “Indo-Pacific,” with
some discussions increasingly
emphasizing only the “Pacific.”
Such semantic changes should
not cause unnecessary anxiety in
New Delhi.

Geography cannot be rewritten.
The Indian Ocean bears India’s
name for a reason, and its strate-
gic centrality remains unchanged.
No alternative terminology can
erase India’s indispensable role in
securing one of the world’s most
important maritime regions.
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