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APS Women’s Council Successfully Hosts Beach
Cleanup Drive and Community Picnic at Wantagh Park

Wantagh : The APS Women’s Council of
the American Punjabi Society (APS) suc-
cessfully hosted its Beach Cleanup Drive
followed by a Community Picnic on Sun-
day, July 26, 2026, at Wantagh Park, Long
Island. The event brought together families,
volunteers, community leaders, and resi-
dents for a meaningful day dedicated to

environmental responsibility, community
service, and cultural celebration. The day
began with a Beach Cleanup Drive, where
volunteers enthusiastically cleaned the
shoreline and surrounding areas, demon-
strating their commitment to protecting the
environment and keeping public spaces
clean. Participants of all ages, including

children and youth, worked together with
great energy, reflecting the community’s
shared responsibility toward a greener fu-
ture.

Following the cleanup, attendees
enjoyed a vibrant Community Picnic featur-
ing delicious food, music, games, sports ac-
tivities, and entertainment for both children

and adults. The gathering provided an op-
portunity for families and friends to connect
while celebrating Punjabi culture and the
spirit of togetherness. The event was orga-
nized under the leadership of Navneet K.
Sondhi, Chair of the APS Women’s Coun-
cil, whose vision and dedication made the
program a tremendous success. The
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APS Women’s Council Successfully Hosts Beach
Cleanup Drive and Community Picnic at Wantagh Park

Women’s Council sincerely thanked all vol-
unteers, sponsors, and community mem-
bers whose participation and support con-
tributed to the day’s success. Special ap-
preciation was extended to the APS Execu-
tive Committee, including President Gary S.
Sikka, Senior Vice President Mohinder S.
Taneja, General Secretary Virender P. S.

Sikka, Vice Presidents Paul S. Bindra,
Ravinder P. S. Narang, Ajayvir S. Sondhi,
and Jaspal S. Arora, Media Director Pradeep
Tandon, and the entire organizing team for
their leadership and continued support.
Speaking after the event, Navneet
K. Sondhi said: “Our goal was to combine
community service with community cel-

ebration. It was inspiring to see families,
children, and volunteers come together to
help protect our environment and then en-
joy a wonderful day of friendship, culture,
and fellowship. We sincerely thank every-
one who participated and made this event
such a memorable success.” The American
Punjabi Society remains committed to or-

ganizing programs that promote environ-
mental awareness, volunteerism, cultural
heritage, and community engagement. The
overwhelming response to this year’s Beach
Cleanup and Picnic reflects the
community’s dedication to making a posi-
tive difference while strengthening bonds
among families and friends.
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Fateh Entertainment’s “Chal Mele Nu Challiye”
Live Singing Mela Concludes with Great Success

New York : Fateh Entertainment
successfully organized the “Chal
Mele Nu Challiye” Live Singing and
Cultural Mela on Sunday, July 26,
2026, at HBQVB, 236-02 Hillside
Avenue, New York. The event con-
cluded on a high note, drawing a
large number of members from the
Punjabi community across New York
| and surrounding areas, making it a
memorable celebration of Punjabi
culture and entertainment. One of the
major highlights of the event was the
presence of the star cast of the
Punjabi film “Chal Mele Nu Challiye.”
Renowned artists Kulwinder Billa,
Harjit Harman, Param Pabla, Yasir
Hussain, and Harman Preet attended
the mela, delighting fans with their

ﬂ‘m -
|

presence. They interacted with at-
tendees, posed for photographs, and
shared their experiences with the au-
dience.

The mela featured live sing-
ing performances, energetic Bhangra
and Giddha, traditional Punjabi cul-
tural presentations, authentic
Punjabi food stalls, shopping ven-
dors, and exciting raffle prize draws,
creating a vibrant and festive atmo-
sphere for people of all ages. Fami-
lies and visitors thoroughly enjoyed
the day-long celebration and em-
braced the rich heritage of Punjab.
The organizers from Fateh Entertain-
ment expressed their heartfelt grati-
tude to all the artists, sponsors, vol-
unteers, vendors, media partners,

3

and members of the community
whose support contributed to the
event’s outstanding success. They
reaffirmed their commitment to orga-
nizing more high-quality cultural
events that promote Punjabi heritage
and bring communities together. The
event not only provided exceptional
entertainment but also strengthened
cultural ties among the Punjabi
diaspora, giving attendees an oppor-
tunity to reconnect with their roots.
Guests highly appreciated the excel-
lent organization, lively perfor-
mances, and warm hospitality, de-
scribing “Chal Mele Nu Challiye” as
one of the most successful Punjabi
cultural events held in New York this
year.
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Fateh Entertainment’s “Chal Mele Nu Challiye”
Live Singing Mela Conclds with Great Success
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Fateh Entertainment’s Meet & Greet with the Star Cast of
Chal Mele Nu Chaliye Concludes with Great Success

n our English language New Website
WWW.PREETNEWS.COM

New York: Fateh Entertainment organized a
special Meet & Greet event featuring the star
cast of the Punjabi film Chal Mele Nu Chaliye,
which turned out to be a grand success and
a memorable occasion. The event featured
renowned artists Harjit Harman, Kulwinder
Billa, Sandeep Brar, Param Pabla, and
Harmanpreet, who met their fans in person
and interacted with them warmly.

During the event, fans had the opportunity to
meet their favorite artists, take photographs,

and hear interesting stories and experiences
related to the film. The artists expressed their
heartfelt gratitude for the immense love and
respect shown by the audience, stating that
the support they receive from the Punjabi
community abroad continues to inspire them.
On this occasion, Fateh Entertainment also
honored all of its sponsors and supporters
who played a vital role in making the event a
success. The organizers acknowledged that
such high-quality events would not be

n‘F j ’

;¢
3 -

aﬂeﬁwmea@

HUSH : 646-403-7334

possible without the trust and generous
support of their sponsors. During the
recognition ceremony, the sponsors praised
Fateh Entertainment for its outstanding efforts
and expressed their commitment to
supporting future events as well.

The Meet & Greet was attended by a large
number of members of the Punjabi
community, social leaders, business
personalities, and media representatives from
New York and surrounding areas. The venue

was filled with excitement, joy, and the vibrant
spirit of Punjabi culture.

The event concluded with Fateh
Entertainment extending heartfelt thanks to
the star cast, sponsors, supporters, media
representatives, and everyone who attended.
The organizers stated that such events help
strengthen the bond between Punjabi cinema
and its audiences, making this Meet & Greet
a truly memorable experience for everyone
present.
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Fateh Entertainment’s Meet & Greet with the Star Cast of
Chal Mele Nu Chaliye Concludes with Great Success
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When will non-BJP governments be
held accountable for paper leaks?

-
-Competitive exams in India are not
just a means of employment, but
also the dreams of millions of youth,
the hopes of families, and the foun-
dation of social justice. Any exam is
considered meaningful only when it
respects talent, hard work, and fair-
ness. But when a question paper is
leaked, not just one exam is affected,
but the credibility of the entire sys-
tem is questioned. Unfortunately, the
first response to such incidents in
the country is not a solution, but
rather a political one. Acycle of blame
and counter-allegations ensues, and
the future of students becomes a
subject of political debate.

In the past few years, incidents of
paper leaks have surfaced in many
states across the country. Some af-
fected teacher recruitment exams,
others police recruitment exams,
some Public Service Commission
exams, and other competitive ex-
ams. These incidents have made it
clear that paper leaks are not a prob-
lem limited to a single state, a single
party, or a single examination body.
It challenges the entire examination
system. Yet, political parties present
this issue according to their own in-
terests.

When irregularities occur in a na-
tional-level examination, the opposi-
tion holds the central government
and the concerned minister account-
able, demanding their resignation.
This is a natural part of democracy.
It is the opposition's duty to demand

answers from the government. But
this question becomes even more
important when repeated incidents
of paper leaks occur in non-BJP-ruled
states. The same political parties
that advocate for morality and ac-
countability at the center often dis-
miss these as mere administrative
lapses. This is where the debate
about double standards begins.
Morality in a democracy doesn't
mean it applies only to the opposi-
tion. If demanding the resignation of
a government is justified, then the
same criteria should apply equally
to every government. Accountability
cannot be determined by party. If a
paper leak in a BJP-ruled state is a
government failure, how does the
same incident become solely the
fault of officials in non-BJP govern-
ments? If a minister's resignation is
demanded in one place, why is the
same demand considered inappro-
priate in another?

In fact, the bar for morality in In-
dian politics often shifts between
power and opposition. While in
opposition, every party espouses
the highest standards of account-
ability, but upon coming to power,
the same party begins citing in-
vestigations, procedures, and ad-
ministrative reasons. This trend is
not limited to any one political
party. Almost all parties have fallen
victim to this political expediency
from time to time. Therefore, the
problem lies not with any particu-

lar party, but with political culture.
However, it is equally true that the
opposition's responsibility is not
only to raise questions but also to
set a better example during its
rule. If a party demands the resig-
nation of BJP governments, it
should adopt the same ethical
standards in its own states. De-
mocracy builds credibility only
when principles do not change with
the change of power.

The biggest loss from a paper leak
is to the student who has worked
hard for years. Thousands and
even lakhs of rupees are spent on
coaching, books, application fees,
and accommodation. Families cut
back on their own needs to invest
in their children's education. Can-
cellation of an exam not only
means a new date, but also men-
tal stress, financial loss, and deep
uncertainty about the future.
Sometimes, students face the risk
of overstaying their age limit. In
such a situation, statements from
political parties cannot heal the
wounds of students.

Paper leak incidents also demon-
strate that simply enacting laws
is not enough. If deficiencies per-
sist in question paper storage,
printing, transportation, digital se-
curity, and monitoring of examina-
tion centers, criminals will find new
ways to commit them. Therefore,
robust technical systems, trans-
parent processes, and timely in-
vestigations are essential. The
perpetrators must face swift and
severe punishment so that no one
dares to commit such crimes in
the future.

Along with this, accountability
must be established at the high-
est level. This does not mean that
immediate resignation is the only
solution for every incident. How-
ever, if papers are continuously
leaked in a department, if secu-
rity systems repeatedly fail, and
if serious oversight negligence is
revealed, the moral responsibility
of the minister and top officials
cannot be denied. High office con-

fers not only authority but also
greater responsibility.

This question arises in the context
of non-BJP governments because
political discourse often highlights
incidents in BJP-ruled states,
while similar incidents in other
states receive relatively little dis-
cussion. If the principle of equal-
ity is accepted in democracy, then
there should be equal discussion
and accountability. The public does
not care about the party in power;
it cares about whether the future
of its children is secure.

The role of the media is also cru-
cial in this context. If the media
presents events solely from a po-
litical perspective, the real prob-
lem will be overlooked.
Journalism's responsibility is to
uncover the facts, monitor the di-
rection of investigations, and give
prominence to student voices. The
media must question both the rul-
ing party and the opposition with
equal rigor. This is the very es-
sence of democracy.

Social media has also added a
new dimension to this debate.
Political propaganda often over-
shadows facts. Supporters defend
their respective parties and blame
their opponents. As a result, even
discussions on serious issues like
paper leaks devolve into political
polarization rather than solutions.
This further undermines student
confidence.

The need of the hour is to
completely modernize the exami-
nation system. Systems such as
digital encryption of question pa-
pers, secure distribution, artificial
intelligence-based monitoring, sci-
entific selection of examination
centers, and independent audits
should be strengthened. Further-
more, an independent examination
monitoring body should be estab-
lished that will oversee the entire
system, free from any political influ-
ence. This will increase public confi-
dence and ensure clear accountabil-
ity. Most importantly, political parties
must develop a minimum common

ethical standard on this issue. If a
government is called upon to resign
while in opposition, it must also have
the courage to accept the same prin-
ciple when in power. The credibility
of democracy is built not by
speeches but by conduct.
Today, India has one of the world's
youngest populations. This youthful
energy will only become a strength
of the country if it receives fair op-
portunities. If trust in competitive
exams continues to weaken, it will
demoralize talent and increase dis-
trust of the system. This cannot
bode well for any nation.
Therefore, the question isn't simply
where the paper leak occurred. The
question is who is held accountable.
If the demand for moral responsibil-
ity is justified in BJP-ruled states,
the same criteria should apply to non-
BJP governments. And if resignations
are not considered necessary in one
state until an investigation is com-
plete, the same principle should ap-
ply equally to every government.
Democracy operates on uniform
standards, not selective morality.
Ultimately, the youth of this country
need a trustworthy system, not po-
litical statements. They need confi-
dence that their hard work will not
be sacrificed to a corrupt system.
This confidence will only be restored
when every government, regardless
of party affiliation, accepts equal
accountability for serious incidents
like paper leaks. Issues of educa-
tion and employment transcend party
politics. They should be considered
the foundation of nation-building, not
tools for vote-bank politics.
This is why the biggest question to-
day is not just, "When will non-BJP
governments face accountability for
paper leaks?" but also, "Will Indian
politics ever show the maturity to
which the bar for morality doesn't
shift with the change of government?"
The day this question is answered
honestly, students' faith in the sys-
tem will begin to strengthen.

(Dr. Satyawan Saurabh, PhD

(Political Science), is a poet

and social thinker.)
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Student protests, police use of force, and the test of democracy-Is the use of lathicharge, pellet
guns, and AK-47s against peaceful protests in accordance with constitutional norms?

-The case reached the Supreme Court for hearing on July 28th - A comprehensive analysis

« The true power of democracy lies not only in elections, but in its ability to listen to dissent, accept criticism,
and provide justice to every citizen under the rule of law.

« The eyes of the entire world, including India, are on students-why was the use of weapons like pellet guns and
AK-47s against them necessary? - Advocate Kishan Samukhdas Bhawnani, Gondia, Maharashtra

Gondia - Globally, India is the world's larg-
est democracy, where expressing dissent,
questioning government policies, and peace-
ful protests are considered integral to the fun-
damental rights guaranteed by the Constitu-
tion. The Indian freedom struggle itself is a
prime example of the fact that non-violent
movements can be the most powerful expres-
sion of democracy. Mahatma Gandhi's
Satyagraha Non-Cooperation,and Quit India
Movements sent the message to the entire
world that people's power and moral force
can be more effective than any power. To-
day, in 2026, when students took to the
streets in various parts of the country over
the paper leak issue, and the alleged police
lathicharge, pellet guns, and a video of a
policeman using an AK-47 in Siwan, Bihar,
became a topic of discussion, public atten-
tion was drawn to police brutality. I, Advo-
cate Kishan Sanmukhdas Bhawnani ,
Gondia, Maharashtra, believe that this is not
just a law and order issue but has become a
serious test of democratic values, human
rights, and constitutional accountability. On
July 27, 2026, the Anti-Paper Leak (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2026, was introduced in the mon-
soon session of Parliament, with the stated
aim of bringing transparency to the exami-
nation system and imposing stringent penal
provisions for crimes like paper leaks. How-
ever, before the bill could be discussed in
detail, the opposition raised the issue of po-
lice action against student protests.A heated
exchange between the ruling party and the
opposition erupted in Parliament, resulting
in the House being adjourned first until noon,
then until 2 pm, and then until 5 pm, which
has now been adjourned until 11 am on Tues-
day, August 28, 2026. The suspension of
Trinamool Congress MP Kalyan Banerjee for
the remainder of the monsoon session fur-
ther escalated political tensions. This made
it clear that this controversy is no longer
merely a matter of legislation, but has be-
come a national issue of democratic dis-
course, civil liberties, and state accountabil-
ity.

Friends, in a democracy, it is the
government's responsibility to maintain law
and order, protect public property, and pre-
vent violence. Citizens also have a responsi-
bility to express their views peacefully and
lawfully. But when allegations of force are
leveled against a peaceful protest, the most
important question becomes: was the police
action necessary, proportionate, and appro-

priate to the circumstances? |If the protest-
ers were truly peaceful and excessive force
was used against them, it not only violates
fundamental rights but also questions the
very spirit of democracy. On the other hand,
if a protest involves violence, arson, or at-
tacks on the police, the state has the right
to use the minimum necessary force. There-
fore, an independent, impartial, and judicial
investigation is necessary before reaching
any conclusion.

Friends, in this context, the Supreme Court
has taken this entire matter very seriously.
On July 28, 2026, a bench headed by the
Chief Justice will jointly hear in detail all the
petitions that question the alleged use of pel-
let guns in Delhi, the alleged use of AK-47s
in Siwan, Bihar, and the incidents that oc-
curred between the police and protesters
during the protests. In its opening remarks,
the Court clarified that peaceful protest is a
fundamental right guaranteed by the Consti-
tution and that the mere occurrence of a pro-
test does not automatically justify lathicharge
or the use of force. The Court will also con-
sider other petitions related to alleged at-
tacks on police personnel and allegations of
lawlessness. This sends the message that
the judiciary wants to impartially examine the
claims of both parties.

Friends, the student protest at Jantar Mantar
in Delhi regarding the NEET paper leak has
recently become the focus of national dis-
cussion. The protesting students stated that
they were demanding transparency in the ex-
amination system, a fair investigation, and
strict action against the culprits. On July 20,
reports emerged of a lathi charge and the
alleged use of pellet guns during police ac-
tion. The news of several students being in-
jured and hospitalized shocked the public. If
the investigation proves that pellet guns were
indeed used and were excessive in the cir-
cumstances, it will raise serious questions
about police force policy and human rights
standards. Furthermore, if a situation differs
from the facts, it will be necessary to fix re-
sponsibility for misinformation. Therefore, an
impartial investigation is the only way to reach
the truth.

Friends, a video allegedly showing a police-
man using an AK-47 rifle during the Bihar
bandh in Siwan district, Bihar, on July 25th
quickly went viral on social media. Follow-
ing this, the policeman was suspended This
suspension itself indicates that the admin-
istration has taken the matter seriously and

acknowledged the need for an investigation.
However, a thorough investigation into all as-
pects, including the circumstances of the
video, the actual use of the weapon, the warn-
ing, the nature of the firing, and the situation
at the scene, is essential. In a democracy,
any incident should be judged not solely on
the basis of viral videos, but on the basis of
evidence, scientific investigation, and judi-
cial trial.

Friends, political reaction was also a signifi-
cant aspect of this entire incident. Opposi-
tion parties alleged that the students were
treated like criminals. A senior Congress MP
told the media that if the families of the fe-
male students involved in the peaceful pro-
test were questioned or excessive force was
used to stop the demonstration, it was
against democratic rights. He also said that
the students were not terrorists, so why was
such weapons needed against them? On
the other hand, the government and police
may argue that necessary steps were taken
to maintain law and order and control a po-
tential violent situation. The true truth be-
tween these two claims can only be deter-
mined through independent investigation and
judicial process.

Friends, Article 19 of the Indian Constitution
guarantees every citizen the right to freedom
of expression, to assemble peacefully and
without arms, and to express their views. This
right is not absolute and reasonable restric-
tions can be imposed in the interest of pub-
lic order, security, and sovereignty. However,
the Supreme Court has time and again clari-
fied that any restriction or police action must
be based on necessity, legality, and propor-
tionality. This means that excessive force
cannot be justified if the situation could have
been controlled with less drastic measures.
International human rights standards also
support this principle. According to the United
Nations' Basic Principles for Law Enforce-
ment Officers, the use of force should be a
last resort and to the minimum necessary
extent. Lethal weapons should only be used
in extremely exceptional circumstances,
when there is no other way to protect life.
This is why, in any democratic system, spe-
cial emphasis is placed on police training,
modern crowd control techniques, and ac-
countability.

Friends, incidents like paper leaks touch the
future of millions of youth in the country.
When years of hard work are affected by or-
ganized crime, anger among the youth is

natural. The government's introduction of the
Anti-Paper Leak Amendment Bill, 2026, can
be considered an important initiative in this
direction. However, the stricter the law, the
more transparent and fair its implementation
should be. If faith in the examination system
is to be restored, simply punishing the guilty
will not be enough; the youth's trust in demo-
cratic institutions must also be strengthened.
Friends, this entire incident has once again
raised the question of how to strike a bal-
ance between protest and order in a democ-
racy. The government must ensure that the
rights of peaceful protesters are protected,
while protesters must also understand that
damage to public property, violence, or at-
tacks on the police weaken the moral
strength of any movement. A process of dia-
logue, mediation, and trust-building can pro-
vide a more effective and lasting solution than
the use of force. The entire nation now looks
forward to the Supreme Court hearing on July
28, 2026. The most important questions be-
fore the Court will be whether the police ac-
tion was in accordance with constitutional
standards, whether the use of force was nec-
essary and proportionate to the circum-
stances, and whether any party violated the
law. The Court's decision could provide im-
portant guidance not only for this case but
also for future student movements, civil pro-

tests, and standards for police action.
Therefore, if we study and analyze the entire
above account, we will find that the true
strength of democracy lies not only in elec-
tions but in its ability to listen to dissent,
accept criticism, and provide justice to ev-
ery citizen under the rule of law. Democracy
will only be strengthened if investigations are
fair, the guilty are held accountable, and the
rights of the innocent are protected. Ma-
hatma Gandhi's legacy of non-violence, the
dignity of the Indian Constitution, and the in-
dependence of the judiciary convey the mes-
sage that the rule of law is the most impor-
tant hallmark of any democratic nation.
Therefore, in this entire matter, it is in the
interest of India's democratic future to pro-
ceed not from prejudice, but on the basis of
facts, the Constitution, human rights, and

principles of justice.

-Compiler, Author-Expert, Columnist,
Literary Person, International Writer,
Thinker, Poet, sangeet MADHYMA , CA
(ATC), Advocate Kishan Sanmukhdas
Bhawnani , Gondia, Maharashtra
9226229318
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Why true satisfaction begins with God

There is a logical reason for it. We, souls,
are parts of God (The Bhagavad-Gita 15.7).
Then, it stands to reason that we can be
satisfied only when God is in the loop. Asimile
of a toddler and his mother will shed light on
this matter. Nothing pacifies the child until
he is united with his mother. Similarly, God
must always be involved in our life in order for
us to feel satisfied; otherwise, it is not
possible.

Let us examine the veracity of this statement.
We have been given gross senses and subtle
faculties, which are the mind, intelligence and
‘ahankar’ (fake ego). Starting with the senses,
they always seek sense objects. The tongue
seeks tasty food. Does it ever get satisfied?
It does not. One must follow God’s

The CJP and the new

The Cockroach Janata Party (CJP), born out
of outrage over alleged examination paper
leaks and fuelled by a derogatory remark
about unemployed youth, transformed public
anger into a nationwide campaign for
accountability Insects& Entomology

Since its inception in May, the Cockroach
Janata Party (CJP) has emerged as a notable
movement, capturing the attention of many
individuals and opposition groups. It has
become a key voice of dissent among India’s
youth, challenging the government on various
issues.

The CJP has gained momentum and inspired
many people, highlighting its importance in
Indian politics. It stands out as one of the
most prominent youth movements in India,
representing public protests against the
government.

The protests, called the “cockroach” protests,
began in response to claims about leaks in
important entrance exams for medical
colleges and government jobs. Initially
focused on these specific exams, the
movement soon expanded into broader
agitation. Now, it includes not just the
students directly affected but also
professionals, parents, and everyday citizens
who share frustrations about economic and
social challenges in the country.

The name of the movement stems from a
comment made by the Chief Justice of India,
who compared unemployed youth to
cockroaches. The CJP took this insult and
turned it into a rallying cry for young people.
Activist Sonam Wangchuk joined the
protests, branding himself as an “honorary
cockroach”. He even went on a 26-day hunger
strike in New Delhi to peacefully raise

instructions in this regard. What has God
instructed? One should eat what is right for
us, and neither too much nor too little (6.16
and 17). How about seeing? Where do we go
wrong in this regard while seeking
satisfaction? We see wrong content, strictly
prohibited by God, because it goes against
‘dharma’ (highest principles). Thus, we
become our own enemy (6.5 & 6).

Similar pleasures are sensuous. They never
satisfy. Otherwise, why would anyone indulge
in illicit relationships, with big punishments
waiting? God has given a safe option, which
is to enjoy within dharma, as permitted by
the social norm of marriage (7.11). Similar
restraint is required in choices made by us
in talking, hearing, etc.

awareness. In a video from his hospital bed,
he said he received a written assurance that
the government would address accountability
in the exam system and that no legal action
would be taken against the young people
participating in the protests. Insects&
Entomology The movement is calling for the
resignation of Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan, as
well as demanding
reforms in the exam
system to prevent future
leaks. They are also
seeking compensation for .
students affected by
these issues, highlighting
their desire for real
change. Prime Minister
Modi has announced that
special courts will be
established to deal with
those responsible for
exam paper leaks, which is his first official
response to the controversy. He emphasised
on social media that the well-being of the
youth is a top priority.

The CJP was founded by Abhijeet Dipke, who
was motivated to act after hearing the Chief
Justice’s insulting remarks about unemployed
youth. He humorously posed the question on
social media, “What if all cockroaches came
together?”

Public protests have intensified as more
allegations of exam leaks have come to light.
These exams are crucial for job opportunities
and social mobility in India, and any threat to
their integrity could lead to significant delays
and stress for students who fear losing
precious study time.

Now turning to the mind, does it not hurt us
time and again by being uncontrolled? It does,
in the form of depression, etc., and must be
controlled to enable us to feel satisfied. Lord
Krishna has instructed us to practise mind
control by being detached (6.35). And this is
possible only with God’s active help, as is
our experience also. Let us take objects of
the mind. We all want lots of wealth, don'’t
we? Does money by itself ensure proper
maintenance? God has to ensure it, and He
does for His devotees. How else do sannyasis
exist, and quite well too! The only real power
is that of empowerment by God; all others
are temporary and are taken away sooner
rather than later. The same is the fate of fame;
it lasts as long as good, pious acts last.

Intelligence of the material kind can only help
one earn a living. Real intelligence lies in being
wise. For this, one must be connected to God
— the Omniscient. He guides, and one
succeeds 100 per cent (10.11). The remaining
faculty of ‘ahankar’ is entirely harmful unless
one gives it up and takes active shelter of
God, as Arjuna did (18.73). Contrarily, what
happened to Ravana and his over-bloated
ahankara?

Therefore, if we are really keen on having
satisfaction, we have to take shelter of God
and remain there. The senses will be satisfied,
the mind will be peaceful, intelligence will
become wisdom and ahankara a dear friend.
Ask me, who is enjoying a very satisfactory
life in the shelter of my Lord.

face of youth dissent

The CJP’s independence from traditional
political parties fosters trust and pride in
grassroots efforts, inspiring hope that youth
can create meaningful change through social
media and community actions.

The protests reveal a growing public mistrust
in major institutions, such as schools,
politicians, the judicial system, and the

éjiv/d/\

media. People are demanding urgent
systemic changes to restore confidence in
these entities, emphasising the need for
collective action and responsibility.
Sociallssues & Advocacy

What began as online satire has transformed
into a robust expression of youth frustration.
Following a police crackdown that injured
many demonstrators, public outcry increased.
Political opponents have echoed the
movement’s demands during parliamentary
sessions.

Some Bollywood celebrities, who faced
criticism for staying silent on these protests,
spoke out in support of the students’
collective action, praising their bravery without
directly criticising the government. This

includes Aamir Khan, Priyanka Chopra, and
Salman Khan. While Prime Minister Modi
hasn’t directly addressed the protests, his
acknowledgement of the exam leak issue
indicates awareness of the movement’s
concerns, and the CJP’s continued call for
Minister Pradhan’s resignation underscores
its ongoing activism and importance in Indian
politics.

A protester pointed out that Modi appeared
under pressure, highlighting the need for him
to take decisive action, including removing
his education minister. Opposition leaders,
including Rahul Gandhi and his sister
Priyanka, held a protest outside Modi’s
residence, as their party shared in videos.
Other leaders like Mamata Banerjee and
Kejriwal were also critical of the government.
After Wangchuk concluded his hunger strike,
Dipke expressed gratitude for Wangchuk’s
inspiring leadership.

The climax came when Pradhan resigned on
Saturday. The CJP was shouting, “We have
won.” Their crowd at Jantar Mantar was
dispersed quickly.

Can the government do more to pacify the
demonstrators? Is this the right action at the
wrong time? The movement has no ties to
political parties and no specific ideology. This
was an advantage for the CJP. The government
needs to handle this carefully because even
some BJP members are concerned about
NEET. We will need to watch how this
situation develops in the coming months.
Government Some Bollywood celebrities, who
faced criticism for staying silent on these
protests, spoke out in support of the students’
collective action, praising their bravery without
directly criticising the government
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The Cockroach Movement: Shadow of Gandhism
or New ReS|stance for the Digital Age”

Whenever a new mass movement
emerges in India, attempts are
made to understand it within old
ideological frameworks. This is pre-
cisely what happened with the
Cockroach Movement. Some see
it as a new expression of youth dis-
content, while others attempt to
read it within the shadow of the
Gandhian tradition. But the ques-
tion is: can this movement truly be
linked to the relevance of Mahatma
Gandhi, or is this merely a catchy
but superficial comparison?

The answer to this question is nei-
ther a complete "yes" nor a com-
plete "no." The Cockroach Move-
ment certainly reflects some ele-
ments of Gandhian politics, but its
nature, language, medium, and
ideological structure are clearly dis-
tinct from Gandhism. Therefore,
before considering it a direct ex-
tension of Gandhi's tradition, it is
essential to understand its nature
and limitations.

The greatest strength of Gandhian
politics was its moral discipline.
Truth, non-violence, self-restraint,
public service, and constructive
programs—these were not merely
political slogans, but the soul of the
movement. For Gandhi, the objec-
tive of struggle was not merely a
change of power, but also a pro-
cess of moral transformation of the
individual and society. This is why
his movement demonstrates a pro-
found harmony between means and
ends.

In contrast, the power of the Cock-
roach Movement lies in its satire,
symbolism, and digital activism. It
has emerged at a time when a new
generation is distancing itself from
traditional political languages
?7and registering its dissent
through social media, memes, digi-
tal campaigns, and public demon-
strations. This movement demon-
strates that today's youth seek to
express their discontent through
new cultural symbols and commu-
nication channels, rather than
through old political structures. In
this sense, it represents a new
form of contemporary resistance,
not a reiteration of traditional

Satyagraha.

Nevertheless, its connection to the
Gandhian context cannot be com-
pletely denied. Gandhiji placed the
ordinary citizen at the center of
politics. He instilled the belief that
the real power for change lies in the
consciousness, labor, and moral
courage of the people. The Cock-
roach Movement is also significant
in that it brought issues such as
youth unemployment, the credibil-
ity of the examination system, in-
stitutional accountability, and grow-
ing distrust of governance to the
center of public discourse. At this
level, it generated the same energy
of public participation that is con-
sidered the core element of
Gandhian politics.

But this is where the most impor-
tant difference emerges. For
Gandbhi, the purity of means was
paramount. He believed that righ-
teous ends could not be achieved
through unrighteous means. On the
other hand, the Cockroach
Movement's tone is more sharp,
satirical, and immediate. It chal-
lenges the establishment, but does
not emphasize self-discipline, self-

#PROUDCOCKROACH
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confidence, and ideological re-
straint as Gandhi did. Its language
is one of resistance, not of asceti-
cism. Therefore, calling it a com-
plete Gandhian obscures its unique
identity.

It should also be remembered that
Gandhism was not merely a poli-
tics of protest. It encompassed the
broader concept of village self-rule,
swadeshi, dignity of labor, social
harmony, communal harmony, and
constructive nation-building. In con-
trast, the current focus of the Cock-
roach Movement appears to be lim-
ited primarily to education, employ-
ment, youth aspirations, and insti-
tutional accountability. Therefore, it
would be premature to call it a com-
prehensive social project like
Gandhism.

Yet, there is a profound similarity
between the two—both break the
silence of the masses. Gandhi
taught ordinary Indians to speak
out against colonial rule. Today's
movement reassures young people
that discontent isn't merely per-
sonal frustration; it can also be
given democratic expression. When
youth issues are voiced through

digital platforms, public demonstra-
tions, and social dialogue, it sig-
nals the vitality of democracy. Poli-
tics hasn't ended; it has simply
found new mediums and new sym-
bols.

Therefore, Gandhi's relevance here
is less important as a direct inspi-
ration and more as a moral crite-
rion. The question should not be
whether the Cockroach Movement
is Gandhian or not; rather, whether
it awakens the moral conscious-
ness of the people. Is it merely a
momentary outburst of discontent
or is it preparing the ground for
some long-term social change?
Will its satirical power translate into
democratic reforms?

Time will provide answers
to these questions. For now, it can
certainly be said that linking this
movement to Gandhiji is partially
justified if we view it in the con-
text of public participation, civil
dissent, and the demand for ac-
countability. However, when
judged against the criteria of
satyagraha, nonviolence, self-re-
straint, and moral reconstruction,
it appears distinct from
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Gandhism. It is not a successor
to Gandhi, but a representative of
the new protest culture of the digi-
tal age.
In conclusion, any mass movement
should be evaluated not just by its
symbols or popularity, but by its
purpose, means, ethics, and long-
term impact. If a movement awak-
ens the public, demands account-
ability from power, and strengthens
democratic participation, it cer-
tainly touches upon some ele-
ments of the Gandhian legacy.
However, if it lacks truth, non-vio-
lence, self-discipline, and a broader
vision of constructive social
change, it would not be appropri-
ate to call it an extension of
Gandhism. Therefore, it would be
more appropriate to understand the
so-called "cockroach movement"
not as a rebirth of Gandhism, but
as a new protest culture of the digi-
tal age. History will ultimately de-
cide whether it was a momentary
discontent or a lasting chapter in
democratic consciousness.
(Dr. Priyanka Saurabh, PhD
(Political Science), is a poet
and social thinker.)



31 g% e 3 06 MJTHI, 2026

Evolve pilgrim centres for economic potential

Ashwani Mahajan

Places of religious and pilgrimage
importance also have their own
economics and their contribution to
society and the country can't be
taken for granted

Sam Pitroda, a technocrat who had

been very close to the government
during the Congress rule, and who
currently accompanied Rahul
Gandhi on his US trip, has said that
temples do not generate employ-

ment. Naturally, his comment must =558

have been in the context of the at-
tention being given to temples by
the present central government. No
matter what Sam Pitroda says,
there is a great need to understand
the economics of the temples and
places of pilgrimage. Itis true that
agriculture, industry and services
have their own economics, on the
basis of which governments make
policies for the development of the
country. But we have to understand
that temples, places of religious and
pilgrimage importance also have
their own economics and their con-
tribution to the society and the
country is no less. Employment is
created through temples also. In-
numerable people make their living
around temples and through mod-
ernization and development of in-
frastructure at the places of pilgrim-
age and temple cities, not only the
standard of services can be im-
proved, but their contribution to
GDP can also be increased. That's
why it is necessary to think seri-
ously and sincerely about the
temple economy like other sectors
of the economy.

We see that a large population in
many cities and towns in India de-
pends only on temples and places
of pilgrimage for their livelihood.
Varanasi, Mathura-Vrindavan,
Ayodhya, Kushinagar in Uttar
Pradesh; Haridwar, Rishikesh,
Kedarnath, Badrinath, Gangotri,
Yamunotri in Uttarakhand are not
only places of pilgrimage since an-
cient days, but their importance
has also been increasing day by
day. If we look around we see one
or more religious centres in almost
all the states. In Tamilnadu, we
have Madurai, Rameshwaram and
many more temples. In Odisha, we
have Jagannath Temple in Puri;
Somnath and Dwarka in Gujrat, In
Punjab Golden Temple is a major
centre of faith representing
Sikhism; in Jharkhand, we have
Baidyanath Temple at Deoghar and
Jagannath Temple in Ranchi, which
is of world fame; in Madhya
Pradesh Ujjain's Mahakal Temple

and many more temple cities are
found on every nook and corner of
India.

Tourism potential

The cities where such temples are
located, attract a large number of
tourists. There are many places
where lakhs of devotees gatherin a
single day. In the year 2022 alone,
36.4 lakh devotees visited the
Vaishno Devi shrine located in Katra
near Jammu. In 2022, 3 crore devo-
tees visited the Tirupati temple lo-
cated in Andhra Pradesh near Tamil
Nadu. Similarly, crores of people visit
different temples every year. This
natural religious tourism is a major
part of our total tourism business,
thereby creating a huge demand in
the country apart from other eco-
nomic benefits. It is estimated that
the share of total religious tourism
in India is 60 per cent of total do-
mestic tourism, while 11 per cent of
foreign tourists in India, come for
religious and pilgrimage purposes.
Significantly, the share of tourism in
India's GDP is about 7 percent and
its share in the total employment is
8 percent. That is, this sector gives
employment to 39 million people. In
such a situation, there can be no
doubt about the contribution of
temples to the Indian economy due
to the contribution of religious and
pilgrimage tourism, as a huge chunk
of tourism is coming from this seg-
ment.

Development of Pilgrimage Boosts
Economy

Although it is believed that there is
a lot of room for improvement in the
maintenance of temples and places
of pilgrimage in India. Similarly, it is
necessary to improve the infrastruc-
ture of religious tourist places. In that
case, it is expected that more devo-
tees will come to these places with
the development taking place at the
grand Shri Ram temple, Kashi

Vishwanath temple complex and
its surrounding areas and Ujjain's
Mahakal temple. In the past due
to improvement in the Vaishno
Devi shrine by the then Governor
of Jammu and Kashmir,
Jagmohan, the number of devotees
visiting there has gone manifold.
Temples are beneficial not only for
themselves but also for the sur-
rounding areas.

Due to these religious centres, a
lot of economic activities are con-
ducted in all these cities. Most of
the trade, transport, religious ritu-
als and related activities are con-
ducted at these centres because
of these temples. Not only for the
priests who offer prayers in the
temples but a large quantum of
employment is generated in trade,
transport and industries associ-
ated with places of religious im-

portance. Most of the markets in
these cities are the center of tour-
ist attraction. Similarly, most of the
transport of that city is now around
these temples. Due to religious ritu-
als in these temples, a large num-
ber of employment and business
opportunities are created. In many
cases, these religious cities are
marriage destinations as well,
which is another source of employ-
ment and income for residents of
these cities.

Religious Tourism's Contribution to
the Economy

According to the Ministry of Tour-
ism, Government of India, where in
the last year 2022, 14.33 crore In-
dian people visited temples and pil-
grimages, and 64.4 lakh foreign
tourists visited these places. In the
year 2022, an income of 1.35 lakh
crore was generated at these pil-

grimage places, while the total
contribution of religious and pil-
grimage tourism, which consti-
tutes 60 per cent of total domes-
tic tourism, was nearly Rs 11 lakh
crores, given a total contribution
of more than Rs19 lakh crores in
2022-23 (That s, 7 per cent of GDP
at current prices in 2022-23) by
tourism. It can be understood that
those who say that temples do not
create employment or that
temples do not contribute to the
Indian economy are ignorant of
these facts.

Contribution to the Society

We have several examples show-
ing that many temples, places of
pilgrimage and religious and spiri-
tual leaders are doing exemplary
work in the establishment of edu-
cational institutions and health
centres. The Hindu Mission Hos-
pital in Vellore, Tamil Nadu was
founded by the Hindu Mission So-
ciety in 1894. It is one of the old-
est and most well-known hospitals
in the country. The Ramakrishna
Mission runs a number of educa-
tional institutions and health cen-
ters across India. The Arya Samaj
also runs a number of educational
institutions and health centres
across India. These include
schools, colleges, and hospitals.
The Jain temples in India have tra-
ditionally been centres of learning.
Many Jain temples have libraries,
schools, and even universities.
The Sikh Gurudwaras in India also
provides free education and
healthcare to the country.

The India factor in the Indo-Pacific

US Defence Secretary Llyod J Austin |,
travelled to India earlier this week, after confronting
one of the most significant geo-political rivals, faced
by America in recent times, China, at the prestigious
Shangri La Dialogue in Singapore. All through his trip
to New Delhi from Japan and Singapore, Austin
continued to emphasise the centrality of the Indo-
Pacific to US's military strategy and continued to
remind the pacing challenge from China.Austin during
the Shangrila Dialogue in Singapore (of the marquee
platforms for defence ministers of the region to interact)
mentioned, that budgetary constraints would not come
in the way of the US putting the right amount of money
towards strategic projects in the region. Later, the
press statement from the Department of Defence
outlined that the US sends the most advanced
weapons system to the Indo-Pacific and that his
department had approved $9bn towards the Pacific
deterrence initiative. The US defence secretary was
speaking after his Chinese counterpart Li Shangfu
accused the US of Spreading the "cold war mentality"
which was "greatly increasing security risks". The
Shangrila dialogue coincided with a dangerous
manoeuvre in the South China Sea where the US

the boundaries.

accused a Chinese ship of coming near the US and
Canadian vessel crossing the Taiwan Strait. Freedom
of navigation in the South China Sea, and the status of
Taiwan are some thorny issues, hounding the
Washington-Beijing relationship, with no signs of
abatement.The Chinese defence minister meanwhile
tried to paint himself, as the picture of a tall statesman
by insisting that his country sought dialogue over
confrontation, the world was big enough for both
countries to co coexist and a conflict would bring in
"unbearable disaster" for the globe. However, the
Chinese side refused to sit down for a bilateral talk
with the US on key security concerns. The Chinese
defence minister mentioned that they would not allow
freedom of navigation patrols by the US and its allies in
the region (Taiwan Strait and South China Sea), as they
alleged that it was a deliberate provocation.The US and
China didn't have a cordial dialogue in Singapore, which
leads to Mr Austin's next destination, New Delhi. India
and China are going through one of the worst military
confrontations, with thousands of armed soldiers from
both countries staring at each other along India's North
Eastern borders, after China unilaterally tried to change
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MEGA RAFFLE * Gatka by New York Gatka Association

4 CASH AWARDS: D i D o s

% Free Health Screening.

$ 5 0 O EAC H % Bingo by Tina Hora; Sponsored by Sweety Narula & Rani Madan AT
KEHALSA CARNIVAL BY : G{g‘%ggbw

SWEETY BAWA, DALTIT MARANG & SWEETY GAMBHIR

Trip to India or $1000 | 60" LED TV | Jewellery | iPhone | iPad | Samsung Phones and much more.

All Raffle Prizes subject to IRS regulations with holding. Winner must be legal of USA to be Eligible.

Free Shuttle with Ample Parking at
The Mansion at Glen Cove : 200 Dosoris Lane Glen Cove, NY 11542
(No Parking Available at Gurdwara Sahib)

g — ——| miner [N EEIEE P AT C A R
umﬂ

Pinky Singh | Billu Narula | Basant Chawla | Harvinder Bhatia
Gurpal Gadh | Dolly Sahni | Daljit Sahani | Daboo Gambhir | Kirpa Kaur

For Sponsorships, Booth Bookings and Performances Call

(516) 760 - 0584

Email: glencovemela@gmail.com

Gurdwara Senior Executives are Exempted From Raffles Prizes
Chairman: Maninder S. Sethi General Secretary: Harcharan S. Sachdev Ph: 516-609-3533

President: Dr.O.P. Chawla Vice President: Gurcharan S. Bhasin Treasure: Pritam Afora




