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India Association of Long Island Celebrates a Spectacular

Annual Gala

Hicksville, NY —July 19, 2026: The
India Association of Long Island
(IALI), one of the oldest and largest
Indian-American organizations on
Long Island, hosted a magnificent
and memorable Annual Gala on Sun-

day, July 19, 2026, at the elegant &
Pearl Banquet in Hicksville. Located |
just minutes from the IALI Center (In- |
dia House), the venue welcomed a |}
capacity audience of distinguished |}
guests, elected officials, business [
leaders, community members, and ¢

‘IA
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|

supporters for an unforgettable i

evening of celebration, inspiration,
and recognition.

For nearly five decades, IALI has
served as a pillar of the Indian-Ameri-
can community on Long Island.
Through cultural celebrations, edu-

cational initiatives, charitable pro-
grams, youth engagement, senior
services, civic participation, and com-
munity outreach, IALI has strength-
ened the bond between Indian heri-
tage and American values while pro-
moting unity, diversity, and service.
The Annual Gala remains the
organization’s signature event, cel-
ebrating individuals whose lives and
contributions have enriched the com-
munity.

This year’s inspiring theme, “Creators
of Icons — The Women Behind Suc-
cessful Men,” paid tribute to extraor-
dinary women whose strength, dedi-
cation, and unwavering support have
played a pivotal role in the success

of their families, businesses, and
communities.

The four distinguished honorees
were:

Shashi Malik, a respected commu-
nity leader whose years of selfless
service, leadership, and dedication
have inspired countless families and
organizations across Long Island.
Padma Behen Mehta, admired for her
lifelong commitment to philanthropy,
spirituality, and humanitarian service,

Honoring “

i

//\\ I

—

touching the lives of many through
compassion and generosity.

Shalu Suri Chopra, recognized for her
elegance, leadership, and tireless
support of numerous cultural and
charitable initiatives while standing

as a pillar of strength for her family
and community.

Geeta Patel, celebrated for her lead-
ership in managing the bakery and
kitchen operations of the Patel Broth-
ers family business, while balancing
entrepreneurship, family values, and
community service with exceptional
grace.

The keynote address was delivered
by renowned hotelier, Certified Pub-
lic Accountant, and entrepreneur

The Creators of Icons”

Bl

PRESIT

Jasbir Ja

An
His entire
Another Suce

Naveen Shah, Chairman of Navika
Capital Group. His inspiring remarks
encouraged community members to
continue investing in leadership, edu-
cation, entrepreneurship, and service
while preserving the values that de-

fine the Indian-American community.
The gala was graced by an impres-
sive gathering of elected officials and
dignitaries, including New York State
Senator Steve Rhoads, Town of North
Hempstead Supervisor Jennifer
DeSena, Former New York State
Assemblyman Mike LiPetri, Chair-
man of the Nassau County Human
Rights Commission Bobby Kumar
Kalote, Judge Lillian Wan, along with
numerous other elected officials and

came to congratulate the honorees
and support IALI.

Among the distinguished guests
were media mogul and renowned
physician and Padam Shri Dr. Sudhir

Parekh, Kamlesh Mehta, Kanak
Golia, Nilesh Mehta, Preeti Mehta,
Ravi Chopra, Ravi Bhooplapur, Raj
Jaggi, Ajay Sondhi, Jaspreet Mayall,
Zahid Syed, Dalip Malik, Harry
Malhotra, Herman Singh, and many
other prominent business and com-
munity leaders.

Adding a special touch to the
evening, last year’s distinguished
“lcons” honorees—Harry Bolla,
Chintu Patel, Raj Bhayani, and Am-
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India Association of Long Island Celebrates a Spectacular
Annual Gala Honoring “The Creators of Icons”

bassador Pradhan—extended their heartfelt
congratulations through video messages dis-
played during the program.

IALI proudly recognized its past presidents
for their invaluable leadership and decades of
service. Those in attendance included Dr.
Narendra Hadpawat, Anila Midha, Gobind
Munjal, Dr. Jagdish Gupta, Bina Sabapathy,
Dr. Bhavani Srinivasan, and Shashi Malik.
Each was presented with floral tributes and
acknowledged for helping build the legacy of
IALI.

Special appreciation was also extended to the
Election Committee, whose dedication has
ensured successful organizational elections
for three consecutive years. Mr. Om Bhambri,

Mr. Deepak Sachdev, and Mrs. Rita Bhatija
were recognized for their commitment, integ-
rity, and outstanding service to the organiza-
tion.

IALI President Jasbir Jay Singh
proudly introduced the organization’s leader-
ship team, including Vice President Ravinder
Kumar, Secretary HarGovind (Govind) Gupta,
Treasurer Sujata Seth, and Executive Com-
mittee members Ashwini Sharma, Abha
Bhatnagar, Deepak Bansal, Mohan Sharma,
Munish Byala, Shashi Goyal, Vijay Khanna,
Vinod Goyal, Amita Karwal, Renu Kapoor, and
Sanju Sharma. He thanked the executive com-
mittee, volunteers, sponsors, supporters, and
members whose dedication made the gala an

T

overwhelming success. The President was on
Stage for few with his grand daughter Kiara
presenting her as the future woman accom-
plisher. Jay Singh started his speech with Jai
Matadi as this Gala was about women.
Guests also enjoyed an exceptional
culinary experience prepared by Pearl Ban-
quet, under the leadership of owner Gary
Sikka. The elegant floral décor, beautifully
designed by Gala Chair Bhavna Sharma and
her talented team, transformed the ballroom
into a vibrant celebration of elegance and
grace.
The evening’s memories were expertly cap-
tured through beautiful videography by Kripa
Ranjan, while live photography was provided

by Vaaho Photo under the direction of Tony
Arora. During the networking reception, guests
were entertained by live music, and the cel-
ebration concluded with an energetic dance
floor led by the renowned DJ Parminder, en-
suring that the evening ended on a joyous and
unforgettable note.

In his closing remarks, President Jasbir Jay
Singh expressed heartfelt gratitude to every
sponsor, volunteer, committee member,
elected official, and guest for making the gala
a remarkable success. He reaffirmed IALI’s
commitment to serving the community, pro-
moting cultural heritage, empowering future
generations, and continuing its tradition of ex-
cellence for many years to come.
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NEET-PA: A New Gateway for Class X
Students to Become Ayurvedic Doctors

India's education system is witness-
ing a significant transformation with
the introduction of NEET-PA (National
Eligibility Entrance Test—Paramedi-
cal/Ayurveda Pathway), a new initia-
tive designed to provide Class X stu-
dents with an early and structured
route toward a career in Ayurveda.
The programme aims to identify tal-
ented students at the secondary
school level and guide them through
an integrated academic pathway that
ultimately prepares them for the
Bachelor of Ayurvedic Medicine and
Surgery (BAMS) course.

For decades, students aspiring to
become doctors have largely fo-
cused on MBBS through the tradi-
tional NEET-UG examination after
Class XII. However, the growing de-
mand for qualified Ayurvedic practi-
tioners, coupled with India's renewed
emphasis on traditional systems of
medicine, has created the need for
innovative educational pathways.
NEET-PAis an important step in this
direction.

Why NEET-PA Matters

Many students develop an interest
in medicine while studying in middle
or secondary school. Until now, they
had to wait until completing Class
Xl before formally pursuing medical
education. NEET-PA introduces an
early entry point, allowing students
to begin preparing for an Ayurvedic
medical career immediately after
Class X through an integrated edu-
cational programme.

The initiative not only reduces uncer-
tainty but also provides a clear aca-
demic roadmap. Students can build
a strong foundation in science, San-
skrit, Ayurveda, and related subjects
over several years, making them
better prepared for higher education.
Promoting India's Traditional
Knowledge

Ayurveda is one of the world's old-
est systems of medicine, with a his-
tory spanning thousands of years. It
emphasizes holistic health, disease

GATEWAY |
TO BAMS
DEGREE
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prevention, balanced nutrition, herbal
medicines, and healthy lifestyles.
As global interest in natural and pre-
ventive healthcare continues to rise,
Ayurveda has gained increasing rec-
ognition both in India and abroad. By
introducing NEET-PA, educational
institutions hope to attract talented
young minds to this ancient yet sci-
entifically evolving discipline.
Benefits for Students

The new pathway offers several
advantages:

- Early career planning after Class
X

- Integrated curriculum designed spe-
cifically for future Ayurvedic profes-
sionals.

- Better academic continuity and fo-
cused preparation.

- Exposure to Ayurveda, Sanskrit,
biology, and health sciences from an
early stage.

- Opportunity to contribute to India's
traditional healthcare system.
Students who are passionate about

~NEET-PA

NATIONAL ELIGIBILITY CUM ENTRANCE TEST - PRE-AYURVEDA

biology, natural medicine, public
health, and holistic wellness may find
this pathway particularly rewarding.
Growing Demand for Ayurvedic Doc-
tors

The demand for Ayurvedic doctors
has increased steadily over the past
decade. Wellness centres, hospi-
tals, AYUSH institutions, pharma-
ceutical companies, research
organisations, yoga centres, health
resorts, and international wellness
clinics increasingly seek trained
Ayurvedic professionals.
Graduates can pursue careers in:

- Clinical practice

- Government AYUSH services

- Research

- Teaching

- Herbal pharmaceutical industries
- Public health

- Wellness tourism

- Entrepreneurship

With growing awareness of preven-
tive healthcare, career opportunities
in Ayurveda are expanding rapidly.

NEET-PA ADMISSION TO FUTURE
SYLLABUS AYURVEDIC AYURVEDIC
COLLEGE DOCTOR

Challenges Ahead
Like any new educational initiative,
NEET-PA will require careful imple-
mentation. Authorities must ensure:
- Transparent admission procedures.
- High academic standards.

- Quality faculty and infrastructure.
- Continuous curriculum review.

- Equal opportunities for rural and
urban students.

- Proper career counselling for stu-
dents and parents.

The success of the programme will
depend on maintaining excellence
throughout the educational journey.
A Step Towards Healthcare Diver-
sity India's healthcare needs cannot
be met by one system of medicine
alone. Modern medicine, Ayurveda,
Yoga, Unani, Siddha, and Homeopa-
thy all have important roles in serv-
ing diverse healthcare requirements.
Encouraging students to pursue ca-
reers in Ayurveda strengthens the
country's healthcare ecosystem
while preserving its rich medical heri-

|| STUDENTS |
ELIGIBLE |

tage.

Conclusion

NEET-PA represents a promising
opportunity for Class X students who
aspire to build a career in Ayurvedic
medicine. By offering an integrated
educational pathway, it allows young
learners to begin their professional
journey earlier while receiving fo-
cused training in one of India's most
respected traditional systems of
healthcare.

Ifimplemented effectively, NEET-PA
could inspire a new generation of
skilled Ayurvedic doctors who com-
bine traditional wisdom with modern
scientific understanding. It is not
merely a new entrance pathway—it
is aninvestmentin India's healthcare
future and in the preservation of a
medical tradition that continues to
benefit millions across the world.
Dr Vijay Garg Retired Principal?
Educational columnist Eminent
Educationist street kour Chand
MHR Malout Punjab
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The Vande Maaram Bill 2026-National Honor or Compulsory Patriotism?

- Parliament rages, opposition protests, and a major debate erupts over theConstitution -
Government and Opposition face off - A comprehensive analysis

The Vande Mataram Bill 2026-A challenge in
India's pluralistic democracy - should protect
national honor, preserve the spirit of the Con-
stitution, and ensure that the freedom of con-
science of citizens remains intact.

The Prevention of Insults to National Honour
(Amendment) Bill, 2026 is not just a proposal
for a punitive law, but also a test of striking a
balance between the three crucial pillars of In-
dian democracy: national honour, constitutional
freedom, and civic duty.-Advocate Kishan
Sanmukhdas Bhawnani, Gondia, Maharashtra
Gondia - The July 2026 monsoon session will
be long remembered in India's democratic his-
tory globally not only for political confrontation
but also for the renewed debate over the con-
stitutional status of national symbols. When
the bill was introduced in Parliament on July
20, 2026, the opposition strongly objected to
it. Various opposition parties, calling it uncon-
stitutional, demanded a discussion on other
more pressing issues. Continuous uproar en-
sued in the House, preventing a detailed dis-
cussion on the bill. As of July 21, 2026, the bill
had been introduced, but its deliberations and
subsequent legislative process could not pro-
ceed due to a deadlock.That is, the bill has
not yet become law and is yet to be passed
by both houses of Parliament and receive the
President's assent. The Prevention of Insults
to National Honour (Amendment) Bill, 2026,
introduced by the Central Government in the
Rajya Sabha, has sparked widespread debate
from Parliament to the judiciary, constitutional
experts, political parties, academics, and the
international media. |, Advocate Kishan
Sanmukhdas Bhawnani, Gondia, Maharashtra,
believe that the primary objective of the pro-
posed amendment is to provide the national
song Vande Mataram with the same legal pro-
tection that is currently enjoyed by the national
flag, the Constitution, and the national anthem
Jana Gana Mana. If this bill becomes law in its
current form, any person intentionally insult-
ing Vande Mataram, obstructing its singing, or
disrespecting it at a public event will become
a crime punishable by up to three years of
imprisonment, a fine, or both. This raises the
constitutional question that has sparked de-
bate across the country: Is this a historic step
towards strengthening national honour? Or will
it be considered an attempt to make patrio-
tism compulsory through law?

Friends, according to media reports, the
government's position is very clear. The cen-
tral government states that Vande Mataram,
composed by Bankim Chandra Chatterjee, is
not just a song but the soul of the Indian free-
dom struggle. During the struggle against Brit-
ish rule, millions of freedom fighters used this

song as a source of inspiration. Many revolu-
tionaries chanted Vande Mataram while being
hanged. During the final phase of the Constitu-
ent Assembly on January 24, 1950, the then
President, Dr. Rajendra Prasad, clarified that
Jana Gana Mana would be the national an-
them, while Vande Mataram would enjoy equal
respect. The government argues that given its
historical role in the freedom movement, it is
time to provide it with legal protection so that
no one can deliberately insult it in the future.
The government also states that this amend-
ment has been introduced not to limit any
individual's freedom of expression, but to pro-
tect national honor.

Friends, this bill actually proposes an amend-
ment to the Prevention of Insults to National
Honor Act, 1971. The current Act primarily
punishes insults to the national flag, the Con-
stitution, and the national anthem. The pro-
posed amendment will, for the first time, in-
clude the national song "Vande Mataram" in
this category. According to this, criminal ac-
tion can be taken against anyone who inten-
tionally insults the national anthem, disrupts
its singing, attempts to prevent it at a public
function, or engages in activities that insult its
dignity. The government maintains that this
amendment applies only to intentional insults,
not to acts committed under normal circum-
stances or personal discretion.

Friends, but this is where the constitutional
controversy begins. The opposition argues that
the Constituent Assembly deliberately main-
tained a legal distinction between the national
anthem and the national anthem. If the
Constitution's makers had intended to give
equal legal status to both, it would have been
clearly stated in theConstitution at the time.
Opposition parties, especially the CPI(M), al-
lege that the government is attempting to alter
the original spirit of the Constituent Assembly.
According to them, patriotism is an emotional
and moral value that cannot be enforced
through law. He says that if a citizen does not
want to sing the national anthem due to his
personal or religious beliefs, he cannot be made
a criminal.

Friends, CPI(M) Rajya Sabha MP John Brittas
wrote a letter to Union Home Minister Amit
Shah demanding the withdrawal of this bill. The
letter stated that the Constituent Assembly had
carefully determined the distinct constitutional
status of the national anthem and the national
song. The letter also stated that the Indian Con-
stitution guarantees citizens freedom of con-
science and freedom of expression. Therefore,
attempting to mandate respect for a song
through law could lead to future constitutional
disputes. The opposition argues that maintain-
ing a balance between national respect and

national imperatives is a paramount require-
ment of democracy.

Friends, the most sensitive aspect of this en-
tire controversy is the religious and historical
context. Vande Mataram is originally part of
Bankim Chandra Chatterjee's novel
Anandamath. The song's first two stanzas are
widely accepted, while the later passages
mention certain religious symbols, including
Goddess Durga. Historically, several Muslim
organizations and other minority communities
have objected to its full singing based on these
religious contexts. The Constituent Assem-
bly, mindful of these historical sensitivities,
adopted only the initial portions for public use.
Critics argue that if this bill results in a conflict
between a citizen's religious beliefs and the
law, the judiciary could face extremely com-
plex constitutional questions.

Friends, in this context, the Supreme Court's
landmark 1986 decision, Bijoy Emmanuel v.
State of Kerala, is repeatedly being discussed.
In this case, three students from the Jehovah's
Witness community refused to sing the na-
tional anthem due to their religious beliefs,
though they stood respectfully. The school ex-
pelled them, but the Supreme Court held that
a citizen cannot be forced to sing the anthem
against their conscience. If they stand respect-
fully and are not disrespecting the national
anthem, they cannot be punished merely for
not singing the song. This decision is consid-
ered an important foundation of freedom of con-
science and fundamental rights in Indian con-
stitutional law. This is why many constitutional
experts believe that if the new amendment
becomes law, it is almost certain to face judi-
cial review. This issue was also discussed in
court in March 2026. The Court clarified that
the mere playing of Vande Mataram at a gov-
ernment function does not make it mandatory
for every citizen to sing it. Showing respect
and mandatory singing are two different things.
This perspective has also become an impor-
tant part of the debate because it is not yet
clear how the new amendment and the Court's
previous interpretations will balance each other
in the future.

Friends, Article 19 of the Constitution guaran-
tees freedom of expression to every citizen,
while Article 25 guarantees freedom of con-
science and religion. On the other hand, Ar-
ticle 51A(a) states the fundamental duty of
every citizen to respect the Constitution, the
national flag, and the national anthem. It is note-
worthy that this article does not explicitly men-
tion "Vande Mataram." This is why many le-
gal experts argue that if Parliament wishes to
grant legal protection to the national anthem,
it must also clarify how this protection will be
balanced with fundamental rights. Supporters

argue that many countries around the world
provide for severe penalties for insulting national
symbols. They argue that if legal protection of
the national flag and national anthem is con-
sidered appropriate, then the most inspiring
song of the freedom struggle should also re-
ceive similar protection. According to them,
national unity is strengthened not only by rights
but also by civic duties. Critics, on the other
hand, argue that India's democratic model is
based on diversity, consensus, and individual
freedom, and therefore, constitutional freedoms
should be given equal importance while pro-
tecting national honor.
Friends, this entire incident has raised another
important question: does patriotism arise from
law or from social consciousness? The his-
tory of the Indian freedom movement reveals
that both Vande Mataram and Jana Gana
Mana strengthened national unity at different
times. However, the framers of the Constitu-
tion also gave equal importance to individual
freedom. Therefore, any future legal system
must strike a balance between these two val-
ues.
Friends, this debate is also important from an
international perspective. In many democratic
countries around the world, the balance be-
tween respect for national symbols and free-
dom of expression remains a constant chal-
lenge for the courts. India's proposed amend-
ment will likely become part of this broader
global debate on how to best strike a balance
between protecting national identity and indi-
vidual freedom.
So, if we study and analyze the above state-
ment, we will find that the Prevention of Insults
to National Honour (Amendment) Bill, 2026, is
not merely a proposal for a punitive law, but
also a test of striking a balance between the
three vital pillars of Indian democracy: national
honour, constitutional freedom, and civic duty.
If the bill becomes law, judicial review of its
provisions is almost certain. If broad consen-
sus is reached in Parliament, it could be con-
sidered a historic step towards respecting na-
tional symbols. However, if consensus is not
reached, this debate could remain one of the
most important democratic debates between
the Constitution, the judiciary, Parliament, and
society for years to come. In a pluralistic de-
mocracy like India, the challenge is to protect
national pride, preserve the spirit of the Consti-
tution, and ensure that the freedom of con-
science of citizens remains intact.
-Compiler, Author-Tax Expert, Columnist,
Literary Expert, International Writer,
Thinker, Poet, sangeet MADHYMA , CA
(ATC), Advocate Kishan Sanmukhdas
Bhawnani, Gondia, Maharashtra
9226229318



Preetnama

Khara Sach

Chief Editor
Pritpal Kaur
HaT B9 +1 201-312-4180

Vol 4, Issue 363 Website: www.preethnama.com Email preetnamausa@gmail.com {789 8] RS (o R0 3 |V ] R'A1 215

On our English language New Website
WWW.PREETNEWS.COM

THE SOLID-STATE COOLING

CONVENTIONAL COOLING

As the world is experiencing
unprecedented heatwaves and ris-
ing global temperatures, the de-
mand for cooling has become
greater than ever before. Air con-
ditioners have transformed mod-
ern life by making homes, work-
places, hospitals and schools
comfortable even during extreme
summers. However, this comfort
too comes at a cost. Conventional
air conditioners consume enor-
mous amounts of electricity, rely
on refrigerant gases that can con-
tribute to global warming if re-
leased into the atmosphere and
require regular maintenance due
to their complex mechanical sys-
tems. In an era where
sustainability has become a glo-
bal priority, scientists are search-
ing for cleaner and more efficient
alternatives. One of the most
promising innovations emerging
from this search is solid-state
cooling technology.

Unlike traditional air condition-
ers, solid-state cooling does not
depend on compressors or circu-
lating refrigerant gases. Instead,
it uses specially engineered solid
materials that transfer heat when
exposed to electricity, magnetic
fields, or mechanical stress. Be-
cause the cooling process occurs
entirely within solid materials,
these systems have very few mov-
ing parts, making them quieter,
more reliable and potentially
much more durable than conven-
tional cooling systems.

The principle behind today's air
conditioners has remained largely
unchanged for decades. A refrig-
erant gas is compressed, heated,
cooled, expanded and circulated
repeatedly to remove heat from in-
door air. While this technology is
highly effective, the compressor
consumes a significant amount of
electrical energy and is respon-
sible for most of the operating
noise. Moreover, refrigerants such
as hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs), if
leaked, are potent greenhouse
gases that accelerate climate
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change. Despite improvements in
refrigerant technology, the envi-
ronmental footprint of conven-
tional air conditioning remains a
growing concern.

Solid-state cooling seeks to
eliminate these drawbacks by re-
moving the need for refrigerants
altogether. The most familiar form
of this technology is thermoelec-
tric cooling, based on the Peltier
effect, in which an electric current
causes heat to move from one
side of a semiconductor material
to the other. Researchers are also
developing magnetocaloric,
electrocaloric and elastocaloric
cooling systems, each relying on
unique physical properties of ad-
vanced materials. Although these
approaches differ scientifically,
they share a common objective:
to provide efficient cooling with-
out compressors or harmful
gases.

The advantages of solid-state
cooling extend well beyond envi-
ronmental protection. With al-
most no moving parts, these sys-
tems operate nearly silently and
require much less maintenance.
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Their compact size allows them
to be integrated into electronic
devices, electric vehicles, medi-
cal equipment, aerospace tech-
nology and portable refrigeration
systems. Their reliability is par-
ticularly valuable in applications
where mechanical failure can have
serious consequences.

Energy efficiency is another
area where solid-state cooling of-
fers significant promise. Although
today's large thermoelectric cool-
ing systems are generally less ef-
ficient than conventional room air
conditioners, rapid advances in
materials science are steadily
improving their performance. Sci-
entists believe that next-genera-
tion magnetocaloric and
electrocaloric systems may
eventually equal or surpass the
efficiency of today's compressor-
based technologies. If this goal
is achieved, the global demand
for electricity used in cooling
could decline substantially, re-
ducing both energy costs and car-
bon emissions.

Despite its enormous poten-
tial, solid-state cooling is still an

SOLID-STATE COOLING

module
based on Peltier effect

Strong
. magnetic
'.-_ flE’ld

Strong magnectuic
without wheil

Magnetacaloric material

emerging technology. Manufac-
turing costs remain relatively
high, and researchers continue to
work on improving cooling capac-
ity for large buildings and indus-
trial applications. Commercial
products are currently limited to
specialized fields such as elec-
tronics, medical refrigeration,
scientific instruments and auto-
motive seat cooling. Neverthe-
less, the pace of innovation sug-
gests that wider adoption may
not be far away.

History has repeatedly shown
that transformative technologies
often begin in laboratories before
becoming everyday necessities.
Solar panels, LED lighting and
lithium-ion batteries all followed
this path. Solid-state cooling ap-
pears to be on a similar journey.
As governments strengthen en-
vironmental regulations and con-
sumers seek more sustainable
solutions, the demand for refrig-
eration systems that consume
less energy and eliminate green-
house gases is expected to grow
rapidly. The future of cooling is
likely to be defined not by larger
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compressors or more powerful re-
frigerants, but by smarter mate-
rials that move heat with remark-
able efficiency. Solid-state cool-
ing represents far more than an
engineering breakthrough; it sym-
bolizes a shift toward technolo-
gies that balance human comfort
with environmental responsibility.
The challenge before scien-
tists, industries and
policymakers is to accelerate
research, reduce manufacturing
costs and encourage large-scale
commercialization. If these goals
are achieved, future generations
may look back at compressor-
based air conditioners as an im-
portant but transitional technol-
ogy. Solid-state cooling has the
potential to revolutionize climate
control, making it quieter, cleaner
and far more sustainable. In a
warming world, such innovations
are not merely desirable—they
are essential.
SURINDERPAL SINGH
FACULTY IN SCIENCE
DEPARTMENT
SRI AMRITSAR SAHIB
PUNJAB.
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PM's response insufficient, won't leave
Jantar Mant_ar until Pradhan resigns: CJP
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The Cockroach Janta Party
(CJP) on Thursday said Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi's announce-
ment on action against paper leaks
did not address the issue of ac-
countability and reiterated its de-
mand for Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan's resignation.

Modi, in a post on X on Thurs-
day morning, announced setting up
of fast-track courts to ensure swift
and stringent punishment for those

involved in paper Ieaks and said,
"nothing is more important than the
welfare and future of our youth".
Reacting to the prime minister's
post on X, CJP founder Abhijeet
Dipke shared an image of Pradhan
carrying the caption, "Hi, my name
is nothing", while the CJP posted,
"Dharmendra Pradhan Must Re-
sign.”
CJP national spokesperson
Ashutosh Ranka welcomed the

prime minister's response but said

:,4 it came after nearly one-and-a-half
L

months of protests and did not an-
swer the central question behind
repeated paper leaks.

"The first thing is that it is good
that after one-and-a-half months of
protests, the prime minister has fi-
nally taken notice. Perhaps his for-

' eign visits are over and he has re-

turned to India, which is a good

. thing," Ranka said. Worldnews cov-

erage

"But what punishment are you
imposing after the paper leak has
already taken place? That is not
going to solve the problem of pa-
per leaks. The real question is why
paper leaks are happening in the
first place. That question must be
answered," he said.

"Applying ointment after an in-
jury is one thing, but the real fight
is about preventing the injury from
happening in the first place. The in-

jury keeps happening because the
people running the system are nei-
ther accountable nor competent.
Therefore, these measures are not
sufficient by any means," he said.

Ranka claimed that public an-
ger over the issue was now increas-
ingly being directed at Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi, with more pro-
testers raising slogans against
him.

"We will not leave this place until
Dharmendra Pradhan resigns," he
said.

"...A large number of people are
here with passion and determina-
tion, and everyone is demanding his
resignation. But as the days pass,
the issue is no longer confined to
Dharmendra Pradhan," Ranka said.

Ranka alleged that the agitation
had widened beyond the demand
for the education minister's resig-
nation and was now increasingly
targeting the Centre's leadership.

"The focus is now shifting to-
wards the prime minister. If you lis-
ten to the slogans here, you will
find that people's anger is increas-
ingly being directed at him over why
he is not listening to them. The gov-
ernment should understand this
because people have now started
asking questions directly to the
Prime Minister," he said.

The CJP-led agitation began on
June 20 and is demanding ac-
countability over alleged irregulari-
ties in competitive examinations,
reforms in the education system
and the resignation of Pradhan.

Climate activist Sonam
Wangchuk, who joined the agita-
tion on June 28 and has been on
an indefinite hunger strike since
then, has offered to end his fast if
the Centre assures that no puni-
tive action or FIRs are initiated
against peaceful protesters who
participated in the movement.

The Pawar puzzle: Can he make a comeback?

With contentious legislation on parliamen-
tary delimitation set to dominate the session
and Maharashtra’s political equations in flux,
Pawar’s next move could determine not only
the future of the NCP but also the balance of
power in one of India’s most politically signifi-
cant states Indianews headlines

As the Monsoon Session of Parliament
begins, Sharad Pawar, the leader of the NCP,
faces internal conflicts within his party. There
could be political changes first in Maharashtra,
and then the merged NCP could ally with the
BJP. Pawar is known as a political survivor
because he has often saved his party from
disappearing. He is skilled at forming unex-
pected alliances, such as the 2019 Maha
Vikas Aghadi alliance with Shiv Sena and Con-
gress. He also has a strong grassroots net-
work in Maharashtra. Even after the tragic loss
of his nephew, Ajit Pawar, in a plane crash,
and ongoing power struggles within his fac-
tion of the Nationalist Congress Party (NCP),
he still has significant influence in both na-
tional and regional politics.

In July 2023, the political climate in
Maharashtra worsened when Ajit Pawar left
the NCP to join the BJP-Shiv Sena govern-

ment. Soon after, the Election Commission
recognised Ajit Pawar’s group as the official
NCP. In response, Sharad Pawar started a
new party called the Nationalist Congress
Party (Sharadchandra Pawar). Now,
Maharashtra has two rival parties, both claim-
ing the same political legacy. This session
arrives at a critical point, where upcoming leg-
islation on parliamentary representation could
reshape governance, inspiring hope for change
despite controversy.

Pawar’s involvement in the legislative pro-
cess is especially important given the upcom-
ing bill to amend provisions related to parlia-
mentary representation in India, which could
significantly alter Maharashtra’s influence by
increasing Lok Sabha seats from 550 to 850
and shifting census-based delimitation pow-
ers. This bill is an important step in the ongo-
ing conversation about how we represent
people in Parliament. It is especially relevant
for Maharashtra and the southern states,
where people are concerned about getting fair
representation and sharing resources. The bill
proposes increasing the number of parliamen-
tary seats from 543 to 850 and introducing
new rules for reporting census data. These

changes could greatly impact the political
landscape in these regions. Sharad Pawar
has the opportunity to build coalitions and
address stakeholders’ concerns, which can
foster confidence and optimism about his
ability to influence Parliament’s support. As
a pivotal figure in Maharashtra politics, Pawar
has demonstrated resilience amid internal
divisions within his Nationalist Congress Party
(NCP). Following the tragic loss of his
nephew, Ajit Pawar, in a plane crash in Janu-
ary 2026, the party has the chance to ad-
dress succession challenges, with Ajit's
widow, Sunetra Pawar, stepping into the roles
of Deputy Chief Minister and state party chief.
Despite facing these challenges and ongoing
factional issues, Sharad Pawar retains sig-
nificant influence over the NCP. This situation
presents a critical juncture for the party to
regroup and develop innovative strategies to
succeed in future Assembly elections. Pawar
faces pressure to merge with the NDA-aligned
NCP faction. However, his search for a solu-
tion raises hope for stability while also high-
lighting concerns about ongoing factional con-
flicts. This situation illustrates that Pawar is
resolutely committed to preserving unity within

the opposition and has consciously chosen
to forgo any merger plans. His actions not
only bolster his leadership but also demon-
strate his support for political stability in
Maharashtra, thereby enhancing confidence
in his resolve. Sharad Pawar’s faction has
eight MPs in the Lok Sabha and plays an
important role as the NDA seeks to strengthen
its majority. This group’s support could be key
to passing important laws, such as the
women’s reservation bill, which proposes re-
serving 33 per cent of seats in Parliament and
state Assemblies for women. If Pawar’s fac-
tion supports these reforms, it could signifi-
cantly affect their implementation and influ-
ence the legislative process now and in the
future. Sharad Pawar reflects on his exten-
sive political journey; he notes the significance
of fleeting moments in politics, having ‘wit-
nessed many sunrises and sunsets’, and re-
mains cautious about his future alliances amid
Maharashtra’s shifting landscape. Observers
and political analysts are closely watching
whether Pawar’s faction will align with the NDA
or continue to navigate a complex, evolving
political terrain that could reshape governance
in Maharashtra and beyond.
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The unresolved issues of Ind

BKP Sinha | Arvind Kumar Jha
India has committed, as the Na-
tionally Determined Contribution
declared under Paris Agreement
(2015), to create an additional car-
bon sink of 2.5 to 3 billion tonnes
of CO2 equivalent through addi-
tional forest and tree cover by
2030. Preparation of a roadmap
towards achievement of this tar-
get warrants, as a prerequisite, a
simultaneous consideration of sta-
tus of forests and tree resources,
their socio-economic linkages,
and accrual of carbon as well as
non-carbon benefits from them.

The status of forests indicated in
the ISFR needs to be examined
with reference to parameters that
are relevant from the point of view
of the services they provide. While
the plantations outside recorded
forests have gone up in the coun-
try, hill districts have lost 902 sq.

This summer the Ukraine
war is likely to reach a decisive
phase with both sides digging their
heels and preparing for the final as-
sault. With the assured support of
40 countries Ukraine must be brim-
ming with confidence but Russia
with its prowess is no pushover ei-
ther. The moot question is no mat-
ter who wins or loses at the end of
the day one of the bloodiest wars in
recent times will take a heavy toll
on both sides. As both sides pre-
pare for the summer offensives hope
to end it with both sides focused on
different objectives. By the end, both
sides will be exhausted, short of am-
munition, and in dire need of a break
- the conditions for negotiation. The
West has committed to supporting

kms of forest cover indicating dam-
age to watersheds and an impend-
ing risk to water security and agri-
culture. Tribals and forest dwellers
depend on forests for various ser-
vices, minor forest produce, and
livelihood creation. The tribal dis-
tricts have lost 655 sq. kms of for-
est cover inside the recorded for-
est area putting the rest under
higher pressure. Parallelly, an ag-
gregated area of 18,486 sq. kms
vested as individual forest rights
under Forest Rights Act 2006 ex-
ists as pock marks in the recorded
forests of the country today.
People, vested with community for-
est rights under the Forest Rights
Act 2006, freely collect and sell mi-
nor forest produce including bam-
boo. With this coupled with re-
moval of bamboo from the category
of timber through amendment to
the Indian Forest Act 1927, how-

ever, more than 12,500 sq. kms of
bamboo bearing areas of India have
been lost between 2019 and 2021.
Needless to mention, bamboo spe-
cies are one of the best for carbon
stock creation as well as suste-
nance of the green economy.
Strangely enough, the provisions
in the Forest Conservation Bill
2023 under consideration today do
not serve the objective related to
carbon stock creation contained in
its own preamble. Carbon stock
creation is rarely an objective while
selecting an area or species mix
for compensatory afforestation.
Different forest types existing in
different areas have different capa-
bilities of carbon sequestration. For
India, the carbon stock aggregat-
ing different carbon pools is indi-
cated as 100.92 thousand tonnes/
ha. For Andamans & Nicobar it is
162.86 thousand tonnes/ha. while

Ukraine's battle against the Russian
invasion, but what can Ukraine realis-
tically expect to achieve with its forth-
coming offensive? The conflict in
Ukraine has once again escalated,
with renewed hostilities shaking the
region and raising concerns across the
international community. The war that
erupted in 2014 following Russia's an-
nexation of Crimea and the subse-
quent separatist movements in east-
ern Ukraine has since claimed thou-
sands of lives and displaced numer-
ous civilians.Recent developments in
the Ukraine war have been deeply trou-
bling. Violent clashes between Ukrai-
nian government forces and pro-Rus-
sian separatists have intensified, re-
sulting in a mounting death toll and
renewed suffering for the civilian popu-

lation.

The use of heavy weaponry and re-
ports of targeted attacks on residen-
tial areas have compounded the hu-
manitarian crisis. In addition to the

for plantations outside forests it
is 64.22 thousand tonnes/ha.
Thus, notwithstanding the physi-
cal distance and variance in eco-
logical and biodiversity potentials,
a compensatory plantation taken
in Haryana in lieu of deforestation
done in Andamans is, prima fa-
cie, a negative proposition from
the perspective of carbon seques-
tration potential.

The climate change debate in-
creasingly highlights forests as
repositories of carbon. Dedicating
forests for sequestration role shall
involve trade-offs between diverse
stakeholders and can negatively
affect other forest-related ben-
efits. This could necessitate
restriction of rights of forest
dwellers and provision of suit-
able alternatives to them. In the
wake of democratization and
devolution of authority to the

direct clashes on the ground, there &

are growing concerns about the in-

volvement of external actors. Reports b2 P8
concern so is the lack of access to

of Russian military buildup near the
Ukrainian border and alleged support
for separatist forces have fueled fears
of a broader escalation of the con-
flict. Diplomatic efforts, while ongo-
ing, have not yet yielded significant
breakthroughs to bring about a sus-
tainable ceasefire.The immediate
concern is the worsening humanitar-
ian crisis. Civilians caught in the
crossfire face immense challenges.
The civilian casualties are a cause of

" fg

. LR - P

basic necessities, healthcare, and
education. Adiplomatic resolution re-
mains the most desirable outcome
to end the Ukraine war. Diplomatic
channels should be revitalised with
a renewed commitment from all in-
volved parties. International mediators
must facilitate dialogue and negoti-
ate a peaceful settlement that re-
spects Ukraine's territorial integrity
without humiliating Russia. We know
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Gram Sabhas, accelerated loss
of forests coupled with the recently
recognized large number of forest
rights, and forest protection and
governance issues emerging due
to the apparent disempowerment
of the forestry sector on the
ground, some critical questions
crop up. Who will decide and how
will the carbon and non-carbon
benefits be prioritized? What are
the biophysical and social and
socio-economic trade-offs involved
in prioritizing carbon sequestra-
tion over other forest benefits to
various stakeholders? The
policy makers have to seek
early and definitive answers to
these while embarking on the
path to meet the target of car-
bon stock India has set for it-
self. Conservation of forests,
though, cannot but remain a non-
negotiable issue.

how humiliating Germany after First
World War led to the rise of Hitler
and resulted in Second World War.
The international community must
respond to the crisis. Stronger dip-
lomatic pressure on Russia and in-
creased support for Ukraine can
help to de-escalate the situation.
Mediators, such as the United Na-
tions and European Union, and must
play a more proactive role in finding
a solution.
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Darwin heyond western pedagogy

Raghavendra P. Tiwari

There is an intelligentsia in
our country that opposes every re-
form that the present dispensation
is implementing for the good of the
masses. These people create eu-
phoria even on small pretexts and
adamantly refuse to see the logic
behind the change. Arecent case in
point is the shredding of the course
contents by the NCERT from the
Class-X syllabus. This was with a
view to making course contents 'light
but tight' especially owing to learn-
ing loss in the aftermath of Corona
pandemic and the resultant trauma
that the students underwent. Apart
from making noises on rationalising
the history syllabus, the latest rheto-
ric by 1800 scientists, science teach-
ers and educators is on the dropping
of 'Charles Darwin's Theory of Bio-
logical Evolution' from the science
syllabus in Class X curriculum of the
CBSE by the NCERT. They de-
manded that the theory of Darwinian
evolution should be restored.
In fact, the rationalization of contents
was carried out last year by a com-
mittee of experts based on learning
outcomes, difficulty level, the rel-
evance of topics, content overlapping
horizontally and vertically, and the
capacity of learners for self-learning.
Accordingly, from the textbook of
Class X, Chapter-9 on 'Heredity and
Evolution' has been replaced with
'Heredity". Other dropped chapters
include the origin of life on earth,

Make

Vijay GarG

Soil is studied as a natural
resource in soil science. Under this,
soil formation, classification, physi-
cal, chemical and biological prop-
erties and fertility are studied. Over
the years, considering the impor-
tance of soil in crop production, for-
est produce and erosion control, a
lot of job opportunities have been cre-
ated in the soil sector. Soil science
plays an important role in human life.
It is not only a resource for food pro-
duction, but it also gives usWaste
disposal also helps maintain play-
grounds, distribute and store water
and nutrients, and support our envi-
ronment. Educational qualification
To make a career in this field, one
must first have a Bachelor's degree
in Soil Science or a related subject.
But to become a soil scientist one
must have a master's degree or a
doctoral level degree. The work of

molecular phylogeny, evolution, trac-
ing evolutionary relationships and
human evolution. However, the fact
is that Darwin's Theory of Biological
Evolution and the Periodic Table are
prominently taught in Class-XIl and
Class-Xl respectively.

Though the efficacy of these dropped
chapters is a matter of another de-
bate, these topics are considered to
be advanced ones having higher dif-
ficulty levels and hence are impor-
tant for those who wish to pursue a
career in biological sciences.
Hence, it is appropriate that these
concepts are introduced to Class-
Xll learners as building blocks when
their cognitive domains are better
developed to critically appreciate
such advanced topics. In under-
graduate courses, these concepts
can be taught on a higher pedestal.
In fact, now we must shift the focus

of learners away from content and
instruction, and lay emphasis on
cognitive processes and higher-or-
der thinking skills. The capacity of
learners and their state of mind
should be an important consider-
ation while selecting learning mod-
ules. Moreover, all available con-
tents cannot be taught as a part of
the syllabus. Other important con-
cepts and theories can be intro-
duced by the teachers and scien-
tists beyond the class-room and
beyond syllabus activities for im-
parting wholesome learning as was
commendably accomplished by the
late Prof. Yashpal and Dr Abdul
Kalam.

Apart from several other reforms
stipulated in NEP-2020, one of the
far-reaching consequences is an
emphasis on "How to learn" instead
of "What to learn". This phrase ac-

career in s

soil scientist is only related to re-
search. Teaching also requires ba-
sic educational qualification. In ad-
dition, students who do notThose
who have successfully passed 12th
in Science stream can apply for
Bachelor degree course in Soil Sci-
ence. After completing the under-
graduate course these students can
get admission in master level
course. After taking an advanced
degree, students can also take in-
ternship training to gain experience
in the relevant subject. After this
they can get doctoral degree and
later research degree. pay scale
The pay scale touches heights in
the field of science. A fresher with
M.Sc in Soil ScienceCan get a pay
scale of Rs 20000 per month. A Soil
Scientist or Senior Scientist in gov-
ernment institutions can easily get
Rs 30000 to Rs 40000 per month.
With the experience of a few years,

the pay scale also keeps on in-
creasing. wide field: Soil science is
directly related to agriculture. India
is an agricultural country and the
economy of any country depends
on its agricultural production. Soil
science touches every area of agri-
culture. That is why job opportuni-
ties are also increasing in this field.
MridThere is always a demand for
experts. Of course, there are less
possibilities in the government sec-
tor, but there are many opportuni-
ties for soil scientists in the private
sector. After gaining expertise in this
field, apart from government jobs,
there is hands-on work in private
institutions. Not only agriculture,
every department related to agricul-
ture, every field opens doors of op-
portunities for soil scientists. That's
why the field of soil science is not
limited but wide. employment op-
portunities Employment prospects

24 g%TE 3" 30 gBTEl, 2026

tually symbolises a 'new age learn-
ing' and will help inculcate life-long
learning adaptation traits. Moreover,
new-age learners are living in the era

wl of Education 4.0. This version of

education is outcome-based and is
necessary for transforming the cur-
rent content-driven education sys-
tem to a learner-centric one, and
ensuring that learners develop
knowledge, wisdom and skills, es-
sential to flourish in today's com-
petitive world. Education 4.0
emphasises suitable pedagogical
pathways such as flip-learning and
the use of virtual reality tools for
transforming passive learning envi-
ronment into active one; learning at
home or outside institutions, while
skill development in the institutions;
self-directed, collaborative,
immersive and experiential learning
ecosystem where lesson plans be-
come creativity plans; and offering
freedom to learners to study pre-
ferred courses and contents. All
these find a special place in NEP
2020.The argument that scientific
temper and critical thinking cannot be
developed without teaching Charles
Darwin's "Theory of Biological Evolu-
tion", in my opinion, does not hold
much ground. Inculcating scientific
mindset and critical thinking is not
content-driven but pedagogy and
evaluation based. Pedagogy was at
the core of education in ancient In-
dia. Gurukulas believed that nothing
can be taught. Therefore, gurus were

facilitators and did not actually train
the minds of the shishas, but only
showed them how to perfect their
instruments of learning. One of the
Shrutis states that quality learning
happens in four quarters: one-fourth
from the teacher, one-fourth from the
intelligence of learners, one-fourth
from discussion with peers, and
one-fourth with time i.e., experience
gained from putting theory into prac-
tice.

There must be an inherent, burning,
and perpetual desire to be curious.
Amaatsarya means that a student
should be eager to gain knowledge
from the teacher. Shravanadar im-
plies that students should be atten-
tive, punctual, and inquisitive, and
ensure the timely completion of the
assigned tasks. Therefore, the moot
question instead should be 'How to
integrate ancient traditions of the
known and the knowing with the cur-
rent system to make it relevant for
21st Century learners.

In essence, the decision of the
NCERT to rationalise and downsize
the course contents from the syl-
labi of Class-Xl and Xll is aimed at
distressing the students from the
mental agony that they underwent
during Corona pandemic or likely to
undergo in the event of a future pan-
demic and thereby to ensure sound
mental health for them. Opposition
to this exercise may actually mean
forcing students to be under pres-
sure and remain stressed.

oil science

in this sector are mostly privateare
in the area. In the private sector,
work can be done with agricultural
consulting firms. But jobs can be
done in state, federal and interna-
tional agencies and educational in-
stitutions. Individuals who have com-
pleted their education in soil sci-
ence can apply for land use plan-
ning, natural resource evaluation,
wetland use and protection, soil
mapping, farming forestry, ecology,
water and agricultural chemical
management, fertilizer technology,
environment, soil and water protec-
tion, Work in Geographic Informa-
tion System etc.R can be made.
You can approach many agricultural
universities in India for education in
soil science. There are many job
opportunities in soil science. In this
field, you can work as a Soil Con-
servationist, Soil Microbiologist, Soil
Ecologist, Soil Chemist, Soil Sci-

entist, Land Use Specialist, Soil
Physicist and Natural Resource
Manager. The job opportunities in
soil science are not only in India but
also in foreign countries. In foreign
countries also you can visit univer-
sities, agriculture departments
etc.Can get job with good pay
scale. premier educational institu-
tion Nauni University, Solan
Himachal Pradesh . Agricultural
University, Palampur. Punjab Agri-
cultural University, Ludhiana. Col-
lege of Agricultural Engineering,
Ludhiana. College of Agriculture
Engineering & Technology, Hisar.
Haryana Agricultural University,
Hisar. Rajasthan Agricultural Uni-
versity, Bikaner. Indian Agricul-
tural Research Institute, New
Delhi. Jawaharlal Nehru Univer-
sity, Delhi.

vijay garg retired principal Educa-
tional Columnist Malout Punjab
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73 20" GRAND

N COVE MELA 26 [

MEGA RAFFLE * Gatka by New York Gatka Association

4 CASH AWARDS: D i D o s

% Free Health Screening.

$ 5 0 O EAC H % Bingo by Tina Hora; Sponsored by Sweety Narula & Rani Madan AT
KEHALSA CARNIVAL BY : G{g‘%ggbw

SWEETY BAWA, DALTIT MARANG & SWEETY GAMBHIR

Trip to India or $1000 | 60" LED TV | Jewellery | iPhone | iPad | Samsung Phones and much more.

All Raffle Prizes subject to IRS regulations with holding. Winner must be legal of USA to be Eligible.

Free Shuttle with Ample Parking at
The Mansion at Glen Cove : 200 Dosoris Lane Glen Cove, NY 11542
(No Parking Available at Gurdwara Sahib)
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| MELA COMMITTEE

Pinky Singh | Billu Narula | Basant Chawla | Harvinder Bhatia
Gurpal Gadh | Dolly Sahni | Daljit Sahani | Daboo Gambhir | Kirpa Kaur

For Sponsorships, Booth Bookings and Performances Call

(516) 760 - 0584

Email: glencovemela@gmail.com

Gurdwara Senior Executives are Exempted From Raffles Prizes
Chairman: Maninder S. Sethi General Secretary: Harcharan S. Sachdev Ph: 516-609-3533

President: Dr.O.P. Chawla Vice President: Gurcharan S. Bhasin Treasure: Pritam Afora




