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Ladies Event Onpy MEMETROPOLITAN

ecl/d]l DA MELA

Wormen Empowerment -
(351
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el
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LOK RANG NOORZORA = »
Giddha Group

N\Arriott UNIONDALE (cranp sattroom

101 JAMES DOOLITTLE BLVD, UNIONDALE, NY 11553
¢ ATTRACTIONS §

JULY 2026

1Z:00PM - 5:00PM

2 BEST DRESS UP 5
& ", GIDHA BHANGRA | GAMES | COMPETITIONS | FOLK SINGING [ it e
%  RAFFLEATENTRY  gg PUNJABI DJ OPEN FLOOR DANCE | CLOTHING & JEWELRY STALL

-rcsv DANCE PERFORMANCE &'

= o,
_,% JUNIOR PUNJABAN e m-m.:;;"{'-
SURPRISE GIFTS

“C. MISS PUNJABAN sk 16-3m &
S N S’ [REGISTRATION FEE $50)
TICKETS AVAILABLE AT: ) Eventbrite :

NISHI: 917-992-0076 *
FOR MORE INFO CALL

NEETU CHABRA HARVINDER BHATIA PAMMI JAPRA
7T18-344-5768 516-528-3463

516-547-3480
COMMITTEE MEMBERS:
SUPREET KAUR | AMITA KARWAL | SAHIBA KAUR | PARUL KUMAR | MANJEET KAUR | POONAM LEKHI

EVENTMASTER/ ) (O @ @ | 212-300-6511| HELLO@EVENTMASTER.NYC

NEERU UPPAL

ANJU SHARMA
646-239-8980

516-582-5888
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Insecurity at the threshold of faith

India's cultural identity is shaped not
only by its history, languages, and
traditions, but also by the places of
worship that have, for centuries, im-
parted to society the message of
morality, coexistence, and commu-
nity unity. Temples are not merely
places of worship; they are vibrant
centers of faith, culture, folk life, and
social participation. People come
here not only to seek the presence
of God, but also to share their joys
and sorrows, find peace of mind, and
find hope in life's struggles. This is
why, when a temple is burgled, its
impact is not limited to mere finan-
cial loss. It is a direct blow to the
faith, social beliefs, and cultural con-
sciousness of millions of people.

In the past few years, incidents such
as breaking donation boxes in
temples, stealing cash, vandalizing
precious jewelry, smuggling ancient
idols, and stealing religious materi-
als have been reported in various
parts of the country. In many cases,
criminals used modern technology,
while in several incidents, internal
collusion has also been suspected.
This situation is not only a law and
order issue, but also indicates a se-
rious lack of moral values ?7?in soci-
ety and the security of religious in-
stitutions. If a place considered safe
and sacred by people becomes an
easy target for criminals, it is a mat-
ter of concern for the entire society.
Theft in temples cannot be
downplayed by categorizing it as a
common property crime. While theft
in a shop, house, or office causes
financial loss, theft in a temple also
undermines the very foundations of
faith. Devotees donate a portion of
their earnings out of gratitude, ser-
vice, and a sense of social well-be-
ing to God. They believe that their
offerings will be used for charitable
purposes, social service, and the
temple system. When that money
is stolen, not only does the dona-
tion box become empty, but it also
creates doubt and anguish in the
minds of devotees. This is why inci-
dents of theft in temples evoke a far
more emotional response in society
than ordinary crimes.

There are many reasons behind such
incidents. The most significant rea-

son is the tradition of cash donations.
Even today, most temples in the
country receive large sums of cash
donations. Many small and medium-
sized temples lack a scientific sys-
tem for counting, safely storing, and
depositing donations in banks. Do-
nation boxes are often left unopened
for long periods, allowing large sums
of cash to accumulate. This situa-
tion becomes a magnet for criminals.
Where security is weak and large
sums of cash are available, the like-
lihood of crime naturally increases.
Another important reason is the in-
adequacy of security arrangements.
With the exception of a few promi-
nent temples in metropolitan areas,
most religious sites lack CCTV cam-
eras, modern alarm systems, night
security, trained security personnel,
and digital surveillance, or have only
formalized systems in place. Many
cameras remain out of order, record-
ings are not backed up, and regular
monitoring is not performed. Crimi-
nals exploit these shortcomings and
systematically carry out crimes.
Management weaknesses also con-
tribute to such incidents. Many
temples operate in a traditional man-
ner, lacking clear standards for finan-
cial accountability and administrative
transparency. The processes for
counting, accounting, spending, and
storing donations are often not sys-
tematic. Where accountability is
weak, the potential for misappropria-
tion and corruption increases. In
some cases, theft is not perpetrated
by external perpetrators, but by in-
ternal collusion. This situation is
even more concerning because it
erodes trust within the institution.
Social and economic conditions are
also linked to this problem. Unem-
ployment, drug addiction, debt bur-
den, a mentality of quick money, and
a decline in moral values ??push
some people to crime. However,
these factors alone cannot justify any
crime. Thefts at temples are not sim-
ply the result of economic compul-
sion; in many cases, they are the
result of organized crime, idol smug-
gling, and the deliberate activities of
professional gangs. International il-
legal demand, particularly for ancient
idols and rare religious artifacts, also

fuels such crimes.

Theft at a temple has the most pro-
found impact on the emotions of
devotees. When a person makes a
devout donation for the well-being of
their family, the future of their chil-
dren, their health, or the fulfillment
of a wish, they are not just giving
money but also dedicating their faith.
If that faith feels insecure, suspicion
of religious institutions grows in so-
ciety. Many people become hesitant
to donate, questions are raised
about temple committees, and an
atmosphere of recrimination and
counter-recrimination develops at the
local level. Thus, a theft not only re-
sults in a loss of money but also im-

(Dr. Priyanka Saurabh,
PhD (Political Science), is
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pacts social harmony and commu-
nity unity.

It is not enough to consider the se-
curity of religious places merely a
religious matter. It is a question of
public policy, administrative effi-
ciency, and social responsibility. Just
as security standards are set for
banks, museums, schools, and pub-
lic institutions, minimum security
standards should also be estab-
lished for temples. Security arrange-
ments can be developed based on
the income, size, and sensitivity of
each temple. Large temples require
sophisticated surveillance systems,
controlled entry, deployment of se-
curity personnel, and digital manage-
ment, while smaller temples can
develop effective security mecha-
nisms through collaboration with lo-
cal police, village committees, and
citizens.

In today's digital age, technology can
play a vital role in this regard. High-
quality CCTV cameras, cloud-based
recording, motion-sensing alarms,
biometric entry systems, smart
locks, and emergency notification
systems can strengthen temple se-
curity. Donation boxes should be
opened only at designated times,
and the process should be con-
ducted with complete transparency
in the presence of at least two or
three responsible persons. Video re-

cording of cash counting, signed reg-
isters, and immediate bank deposit
arrangements can significantly re-
duce the likelihood of irregularities.
Digital donation systems have also
become the need of the hour. Sys-
tems like UPI, QR codes, net bank-
ing, and online payments can reduce
the reliance on cash. This will reduce
the risk of theft and increase the
transparency of donations. Digital
receipts can be provided to devotees,
and annual statements of temple in-
come and expenditure can be pub-
licly displayed. Increased transpar-
ency will strengthen the trust of devo-
tees and enhance the credibility of
management.

Security isn't just about equipment;
it also requires responsible manage-
ment. Temple committees should
conduct regular internal and exter-
nal audits. Independent audits of in-
come and expenditure, digitization
of assets, safe storage of precious
jewelry, and periodic physical verifi-
cation should be mandatory. Where
accountability is clear, the potential
for corruption and theft will naturally
decrease.

The role of society is also crucial in
this regard. The security of any reli-
gious site cannot be solely the re-
sponsibility of the government or the
police. If the local community, devo-
tees, voluntary organizations, and
temple committees develop a sense
of collective responsibility, opportu-
nities for criminals will be reduced.
Neighborhood vigilance, timely re-
porting of suspicious activities, and
community monitoring can prevent
many crimes from occurring.
Temples are not just the property of
priests or trusts; they are the cul-
tural heritage of the entire society.
Moral education is also of particular
importance in this context. If children
and youth are inculcated from child-
hood with a sensitivity to honesty,
respect for public property, and the
dignity of religious sites, the crimi-
nal mindset can be fundamentally
weakened. Schools, families, and
social organizations must convey
the message that temples are pro-
tected not only by locks and cam-
eras, but also by character and val-
ues. Law can instill fear, but moral-

ity quells the desire for crime.

Law enforcement must also be made
more effective in such cases. If
temple thefts are committed as part
of organized crime, idol smuggling,
or with the intention of hurting reli-
gious sentiments, strict action is
necessary. Delayed investigations,
lengthy judicial processes, and
weak prosecutions embolden crimi-
nals. Only speedy investigations, sci-
entific evidence, effective prosecu-
tions, and timely justice will send the
message that the security of reli-
gious sites will not be compromised.
The purpose of punishment should
not only be to punish, but also to
deter future crimes.

It is also essential that society em-
braces this issue as a shared civic
responsibility, rather than viewing it
from a political or communal per-
spective. Crime at any religious site
is not a question of that particular
religion, but of the moral fabric of
society as a whole. Only when cen-
ters of faith are protected will social
trust be preserved. The credibility,
transparency, and security of reli-
gious institutions are the collective
responsibility of a democratic soci-
ety.

Today, the need is to view temples
not merely as places of worship, but
as public institutions where account-
ability, transparency, and modern
management are equally important
alongside devotion. Abalanced inte-
gration of tradition and technology is
the future. If faith is to be protected,
security must be approached with
the same seriousness as devotion.
Thefts in temples aren't simply a
case of broken locks; they signal a
breakdown in society's trust. To
bridge this gap, police action alone
is insufficient; a combined effort is
required—a sensitive administration,
modern security, transparent man-
agement, an active society, and a
strong ethical culture. Only when faith
is combined with security, trust with
accountability, and tradition with
modern systems, can temples truly
remain the soul of society and the
safest centers of faith. Otherwise,
every new theft will continue to be a
theft not just of money, but of our
collective faith and social trust.
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High School Senior Riddhi Chauhan Is Inspiring Future Leaders

Vol 4, Issue 361

Every weekday before most students arrive
at Benjamin N. Cardozo High School in
Queens, New York, Riddhi Chauhan is al-
ready on the drill field. As the sun rises, she
leads morning practice, preparing cadets for
inspections, competitions, and ceremonies.
By the time the first bell rings, the high school
senior has already begun another day of guid-
ing nearly 300 fellow students as Battalion
Commanding Officer of the Navy Junior Re-
serve Officers Training Corps (NJROTC).

It is a role that demands discipline, strategic
thinking, and an unwavering commitment to
service. Yet for Chauhan, leadership has never
been about authority.

"Effective leadership is measured not by rank
or authority, but by the positive impact made
on others," she says—a philosophy that has
shaped her journey from a first-year cadet to
one of the most respected student leaders in
her school.

The Navy Junior Reserve Officers Training
Corps (NJROTC), supported by the U.S. Navy,
is designed to instill leadership, citizenship,
discipline, teamwork, and character in high
school students. As Battalion Commanding
Officer, Chauhan oversees a diverse battalion
of nearly 300 cadets, coordinating leadership
development, academic programs, physical
fitness, community service, STEM activities,
drill competitions, and mentorship initiatives.
According to Chauhan, the program's foun-
dation rests on the Navy's core values of
Honor, Courage, and Commitment, equipping
students with skills that extend well beyond
the classroom.

Chauhan joined NJROTC with the intention of
strengthening her leadership abilities and con-
tributing meaningfully to her school commu-
nity. What began as an opportunity for per-
sonal growth soon evolved into a calling for
public service.

As she advanced through successive leader-
ship positions, she witnessed first hand how
mentorship and effective leadership could
transform individuals and organizations. Those
experiences ultimately solidified her ambition
to pursue a commission as a Naval Officer
through the United States Naval Academy.

"I became increasingly inspired by the posi-
tive impact effective leadership can have on
both individuals and organizations," she said.
Managing a battalion of nearly 300 cadets
presents significant challenges. Chauhan
says one of her foremost responsibilities is
ensuring every cadet feels valued and sup-
ported while maintaining high standards of
discipline, accountability, and performance.
The role demands effective communication,

delegation, and close coordination with in-
structors and student leaders. It also requires
balancing the needs of first-year cadets learn-
ing foundational skills with senior cadets pre-
paring for advanced leadership responsibili-
ties.

Her leadership approach focuses on creating
an environment where every cadet has the
opportunity to grow, regardless of experience.
Chauhan's responsibilities begin well before
classes start. Morning drill practices often
commence at 7 a.m., preparing cadets for
competitions, inspections, ceremonies, and
official events.

Throughout the day, she oversees battalion
operations, mentors cadets, coordinates with
instructors, conducts leadership meetings,
and supervises specialized programs includ-
ing Academic Bowl preparation, CyberPatriot,
SeaPerch, drill teams, and ASVAB readiness.
Even after classes end, her schedule contin-
ues with mentoring sessions, leadership brief-
ings, training evaluations, and planning future
activities. Weekends are frequently devoted
to community service, competitions, leader-
ship development events, and battalion func-
tions, while summers involve mentoring incom-
ing cadets and introducing them to the
program's leadership culture.

"Itis a highly rewarding experience," Chauhan
said, adding that helping students build con-
fidence and develop leadership skills remains
the most fulfilling aspect of her role.

Before becoming Battalion Commanding Of-
ficer, Chauhan held several key leadership
positions, including Academic Commander,
STEM Commander, Platoon Leader, Training
Leading Petty Officer, and Inspection Com-
mander.

As Academic Commander, she led NJROTC
teams competing in the JROTC Leadership
and Academic Bowl, Brain Brawl, and the
National Academic Exam. Under her leader-
ship, the Leadership Academy Bowl team
advanced to the second round for two con-
secutive years, while another academic team
secured a first-place finish.

As STEM Commander, she guided cadets in
designing, constructing, and programming
SeaPerch underwater robots, including lead-
ing the development of the unit's first robot
built entirely from scratch.

Her commitment to mentorship has also dis-
tinguished her leadership. Having mentored
more than 200 cadets, she has helped stu-
dents build confidence, improve performance,
and prepare for leadership positions. Under
her command, the inspection team earned
first place, reflecting the emphasis she places

on preparation, teamwork, and discipline.
Balancing demanding academic commit-
ments with extensive leadership responsibili-
ties has taught Chauhan valuable lessons she
believes will guide her future career.

The first, she says, is that leadership is ulti-
mately about people.

"Leadership is fundamentally about people,”
she said. "A single conversation, encourag-
ing word, or opportunity can significantly in-
fluence a person's confidence, growth, and
future success."

Her second lesson is that leadership requires
consistency, resilience, and discipline—quali-
ties developed while managing academics
alongside competitions, training, and service
commitments.

The third lesson, she says, is that meaning-
ful growth comes from embracing challenges.
Experiences including Leadership Academy,
Sail Training, and leading hundreds of cadets
strengthened her confidence and decision-

making abilities under pressure.

Chauhan has completed several advanced
NJROTC programs, including Leadership
Academy, Sail Training in Newport, Rhode
Island, and the Senior Leadership Seminar.
Beyond military leadership, she credits her
participation in BAPS Balika Sevak Training
and Kishori Sevak Training, along with the
guidance of Mahant Swami Maharaj, for rein-
forcing values of humility, integrity, discipline,
and selfless service.

As she prepares to attend the Naval Acad-
emy Preparatory School (NAPS), Chauhan
remains focused on her long-term goal of serv-
ing as a Naval Officer in the United States
Navy.

For her, leadership has never been about titles
orrank.

Instead, it is about serving others, creating
opportunities, and leaving a lasting impact—
one cadet, one team, and one act of service
at a time
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THE VIRTUE OF PATIENCE

In today's fast-paced world people
are in tandom with the modern digi-
tal paced world and they expect in-
stant results for all their endeavours
. We want quick success, immedi-
ate replies, fast internet and over-
night achievements. While technol-
ogy has made life more convenient,
it has also reduced our ability to wait.
As a result, patience has become
one of the most neglected yet most
valuable virtues. Patience is not sim-
ply waiting; it is the ability to remain

calm, hopeful and persistent while aves

facing delays, difficulties, or disap-
pointments.

Patience is the foundation of personal
growth. Every meaningful achieve-
ment in life requires time, dedication
and consistent effort. A seed does
not become a tree overnight and a
student cannot master a subject in
asingle day. Every great accomplish-
ment is the result of steady progress
over time. Those who understand this
truth are more likely to remain com-
mitted to their goals despite ob-
stacles.

One of the greatest benefits of pa-
tience is that it helps us make bet-
ter decisions. When people act in
anger, fear, or excitement, they of-
ten make choices they later regret.
Patience allows us to pause, think
carefully and respond wisely rather
than react emotionally. It strength-
ens self-control and prevents unnec-
essary conflicts in our personal and
professional lives.

Patience also plays an important role
in maintaining healthy relationships.
Every relationship experiences mis-
understandings, disagreements and
difficult moments. A patient person
listens carefully, respects different
opinions and gives others the oppor-
tunity to explain themselves. Such
behaviour builds trust, strengthens
friendships and creates harmony
within families, schools and work-
places.

In education, patience is one of the
keys to academic excellence. Learn-
ing is a gradual process that requires
repeated practice, correction and
perseverance. Students who remain
patient during difficult lessons or
examinations develop confidence
and resilience. Similarly, teachers
who patiently guide their students
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remind us that persistence and pa-
tience are often more powerful than
natural talent.
Patience should not be mistaken for
weakness or passivity. It is an ac-
#= tive form of inner strength. A patient
person continues working diligently
while waiting for the right opportunity.
Such individuals remain hopeful dur-
¥ ing adversity and determined in the
face of setbacks. Their calmness
reflects confidence rather than help-
lessness.
In an age of instant gratification, pa-
tience has become a rare but essen-
tial quality. It enables us to grow in-
tellectually, emotionally, socially and
spiritually. It transforms challenges

inspire curiosity and lifelong learn-
ing.
Patience is equally important in the
workplace. Careers are built through
continuous learning, experience and
persistence. Employees who remain
patient during challenges develop
better problem-solving abilities and
become more reliable professionals.
Organisations also benefit from lead-
ers who make thoughtful decisions
instead of acting impulsively.
Scientific research strongly supports
the value of patience. Psychologists
have found that individuals who can
delay immediate gratification often
perform better academically, enjoy

stronger relationships, maintain bet-
ter physical and mental health and
achieve greater career success.
Patience strengthens emotional in-
telligence by improving self-regula-
tion, resilience and the ability to cope
with stress.

The absence of patience can have
serious consequences. Impatience
often leads to frustration, anxiety, ag-
gression, poor decisions and broken
relationships. Many people abandon
their dreams simply because suc-
cess does not arrive as quickly as
they expected. In contrast, patient
individuals understand that failure is
often a temporary step toward future

success. Fortunately, patience can
be developed through conscious
practice. Setting realistic goals,
managing expectations, practising
mindfulness, reading inspiring biog-
raphies and viewing setbacks as op-
portunities to learn all help cultivate
patience. Developing gratitude and
focusing on long-term progress rather
than immediate rewards also
strengthen this important virtue.

History offers countless examples of
patient individuals who changed the
world. Great scientists, inventors,
writers, social reformers and leaders
spent years overcoming failures be-
fore achieving success. Their lives

into opportunities and obstacles into
valuable life lessons. Success
achieved with patience is often more
meaningful and lasting than success
gained through haste.

Ultimately, patience is not merely the
art of waiting—it is the wisdom to
keep moving forward with faith, per-
severance and self-control. By culti-
vating patience, individuals develop
stronger character, healthier relation-
ships, better decision-making skills
and a deeper appreciation of life's
journey. In every stage of life, pa-
tience remains one of humanity's
greatest strengths and one of the

surest paths to lasting success.

Elder care is not optional, it is a social responsibility

In India, there was a time when caring for the
elderly was not discussed as an option-it was
simply a way of life. Respect and regard for age-
ing parents were not choices, but deeply
internalised social norms woven into everyday
living. Today, that understanding is steadily weak-
ening. Elder care is increasingly being treated
as a matter of choice, shaped by convenience
rather than commitment. This shift reflects not
just a cultural change, but a deeper gap in how
India is preparing for an ageing society. History
India is home to nearly 144 million senior citi-
zens, and this number is expected to rise sharply
in the coming decades. Yet despite these num-
bers, programmes focused on improving their liv-
ing conditions remain strikingly few. As a result,
ageing is rarely accompanied by dignity; instead,
it is often marked by neglect and invisibility.

Equally concerning is the growing proportion of
elderly living alone or only with a spouse. These
people are more vulnerable to fraud, theft and
even violent crime due to limited mobility and pre-
dictable routines. Beyond these visible risks lies
a quieter crisis-elders battling illness without
support, spending days without meaningful in-
teraction, and in some cases, passing away un-
noticed. These are not isolated incidents, but
symptoms of a systemic apathy towards elder
care. The reasons behind this shift are well
known. Migration, expensive urban housing, de-
manding work lives and changing priorities have
reshaped family structures. At the same time,
many elderly individuals choose to remain in fa-
miliar surroundings, rooted in their communities.
What has emerged is a widening gap between
generations-not just physically, but emotionally.

India is moving away from informal, family-led
elder care, but has not built adequate formal sys-
tems to replace it. As a result, a growing number
of seniors are left to navigate ageing largely on
their own. India has legal provisions such as the
Maintenance and Welfare of Parents and Senior
Citizens Act, 2007, which obligate children to
provide for their parents’ basic needs. Addition-
ally, the National Policy on Older Persons and
schemes under the Integrated Programme for
Senior Citizens aim to provide financial security,
healthcare access and shelter. While important,
such frameworks address only one part of the
problem. Care cannot be reduced to obligation
alone. It is not just about financial support, but
about presence, attention and dignity. Law can
enforce duty, but it cannot create care or emo-
tional security.
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The Growing Strain in Married Life

Marriage has long been regarded as one of
the most important institutions in society. It
is built on love, trust, respect, and mutual
understanding. However, in recent years, many
couples have found themselves facing increas-
ing challenges that create strain in their mar-
ried lives. The growing pressures of modern
living, changing expectations, financial con-
cerns, and communication gaps have contrib-
uted to rising tensions within families.

One of the major reasons behind marital strain
is the fast-paced lifestyle of today's world.
Both partners often work long hours to main-
tain financial stability and achieve their per-
sonal goals. While economic independence
has empowered individuals, it has also reduced
the time couples spend together. Meaningful
conversations, shared activities, and family
moments are frequently sacrificed due to busy
schedules, leading to emotional distance.
Financial stress remains another significant
factor affecting marriages. Rising living costs,
housing expenses, children's education, and
healthcare needs place enormous pressure
on families. Disagreements over spending
habits, savings, and financial priorities can
become sources of conflict if not managed
with transparency and cooperation. Financial
insecurity often amplifies existing problems,

making it difficult for couples to maintain har-
mony.

Changing social values and expectations have
also transformed the nature of marital rela-
tionships. Modern marriages increasingly em-
phasize equality, personal growth, and mu-
tual respect. While these changes are posi-
tive, they sometimes create challenges when
partners hold different expectations regarding
household responsibilities, careers, or family
roles. Successful marriages today require flex-
ibility and a willingness to adapt to evolving
circumstances.

Communication plays a crucial role in main-
taining healthy relationships, yet it is often
one of the first casualties during difficult times.
Misunderstandings, unexpressed emotions,
and unresolved disagreements can gradually
erode trust and affection. In the digital age,
people may spend more time on their phones
or social media than engaging in face-to-face
conversations with their spouses. This lack
of meaningful communication can create feel-
ings of loneliness even within a shared home.
The influence of social media and popular
culture has introduced new pressures into
married life. Couples are constantly exposed
to idealized images of relationships that may
not reflect reality. Comparing one's marriage

to seemingly perfect lives online can gener-
ate dissatisfaction and unrealistic expecta-
tions. Healthy relationships, however, are built
on acceptance, patience, and a recognition
that every couple faces challenges.

Family dynamics have also undergone sig-
nificant changes. The transition from joint fami-
lies to nuclear households has given couples
greater independence but has reduced tradi-
tional support systems. Without the guidance
and assistance of extended family members,
couples may struggle to manage responsi-
bilities related to childcare, household work,
and emotional well-being. At the same time,
interference from relatives can also create ten-
sion, highlighting the need for balanced fam-
ily relationships. Mental health has emerged
as an important aspect of marital happiness.
Stress, anxiety, depression, and work-related
pressures can affect individual behavior and
relationship quality. Recognizing the impor-
tance of emotional well-being and seeking
professional help when necessary should be
viewed as signs of strength rather than weak-
ness. Marriage counseling and open discus-
sions about mental health can help couples
navigate difficult periods more effectively.
Despite these challenges, marriage remains
a powerful bond capable of providing compan-

The weaponisation of

As the war in Gaza continues to divide glo-
bal opinion, a new United Nations report ac-
cusing Israel of grave violations against Pal-
estinian children has reignited questions not
only about accountability, but also about the
credibility and consistency of international
institutions Two developments this week
show how readily the great powers and mul-
tilateral institutions will settle the fate of an-
other conflict in the Middle East. At Lake
Lucerne, the United States and Iran agreed
a roadmap to wind down the war in Lebanon
and built a mechanism to govern the fight-
ing between Israel and Hezbollah, while Is-
rael itself was given no seat at the table.
In Geneva, the UN Human Rights
Council received a report accusing Israel of
the gravest crimes in international law over
its conduct towards the children of Gaza.
India holds no stake in either battlefield, yet
has reason to watch how this second judg-
ment was reached. Indianews analysis The
death of a child is the heaviest sorrow a so-
ciety can carry, and that it is no lighter for
the nationality the child happened to hold.
A child killed in Gaza is an irreplaceable
world ended; so is a child in Tel Aviv, oron a
road in the Kashmir Valley. To ask how a
child died, and at whose hand, is the seri-
ousness that might protect the next one.

There is another moral question that de-
serves reflection in India. The massacres of
October 7, in which Israeli civilians, includ-
ing children, were murdered, kidnapped and
brutalised, marked the beginning of this war.
Yet many voices that now speak with cer-
tainty about Israel’s conduct had little or
nothing to say when those atrocities oc-
curred. Moral concern cannot be selective.
A standard that condemns civilian suffering
only after one side responds, while remain-
ing silent when the violence that triggered
the conflict is unleashed, diminishes its own
credibility. One may criticise Israel’s actions
and still recognise that any serious moral
accounting of this war must begin with Oc-
tober 7. To omit that starting point is not
impartiality; it is incompleteness.

In 2018 and again in 2019, the Of-
fice of the UN High Commissioner for Hu-
man Rights issued reports on Jammu and
Kashmir that New Delhi rejected as falla-
cious, tendentious and motivated. The ob-
jection was never that Kashmiri suffering
was unreal; no honest Indian would say so.
The objection was to the UN system. AUN
office had assembled unverified figures, re-
lied on interested testimony, set aside the
long history of cross-border terrorism, and

pronounced a confident verdict on a place it
had no standing to judge. Governments in
Delhi of every stripe have held that line since.
That is the lens through which the Gaza re-
port deserves to be read. This Commission
is the only standing body in the UN system
aimed permanently at a single country, cre-
ated by a resolution that half the Council
declined to support. It rests its conclusions
on testimony it cannot independently verify
and, in places, on its own previous reports;
it reaches determinations on ballistics and
military operations for which it has no evi-
dent expertise, then dresses them as legal
findings, though it is no court and can con-
vict no one. It allowed the accused state
ten days to answer a hundred-page docu-
ment covering three years of war. None of
this certifies Israel’s account of any single
incident. But the report’s central claims are
precisely the kind an impartial process would
treat as contested rather than settled.
Much turns on disputed ground. The
Commission’s own reports have not kept
their ratios of children to combatants con-
sistent. Its treatment of schools and hospi-
tals sets aside a documented pattern of
armed groups operating from within civilian
sites, the fact that decides whether a strike

ionship, support, and happiness. The key to
overcoming strain lies in mutual respect, hon-
est communication, empathy, and a willing-
ness to work together. Small gestures of ap-
preciation, spending quality time, and resolv-
ing conflicts constructively can strengthen re-
lationships and restore emotional closeness.
Society, too, has a role to play in supporting
healthy marriages. Educational programs on
relationship skills, work policies that promote
family time, and greater awareness about
mental health can contribute to stronger fam-
ily structures. Communities that encourage
understanding and cooperation help create en-
vironments where marriages can flourish.
the growing strain in married life reflects the
broader changes occurring in modern soci-
ety. While the challenges are real, they are
not insurmountable. By nurturing trust, main-
taining open communication, and adapting to
changing circumstances, couples can build
resilient relationships that withstand the pres-
sures of contemporary life. Marriage is not
merely about sharing a home; it is about shar-
ing dreams, responsibilities, and a lifelong
commitment to growth and companionship.
Dr Vijay Garg Retired Principal Educa-
tional columnist Eminent Educationist
street kour Chand MHR Malout Punjab

the UN

was a crime or a tragedy of war: weapons
recovered from a kindergarten, a tunnel shaft
beneath an infant’s cot, an attack on the Al-
Taba’een site that the report lists without
recording that the building had become a
base for militants. The account of the Al-
Ahli hospital explosion, attributed to Israel
within hours, was later contradicted by
American, British and Canadian assess-
ments pointing to a misfired Palestinian
rocket. On starvation, the report passes over
the more than a million children vaccinated
against polio in coordination with the WHO,
and the diversion of humanitarian aid by the
armed groups themselves. One need not
settle any of these to see the difficulty: Each
judgment falls the same way, against the
accused, and atribunal whose every doubt
resolves in one direction is not weighing
evidence. It is ratifying a verdict it
brought with it. There is also a distinc-
tion that should matter to a democracy.
A democracy carries the means of its
own correction: courts that rule against
the government, a free press, an elec-
torate that removes it. Israel, whatever
one concludes about its conduct, has
these institutions; the armed movements
arrayed against it offer their people none.
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Indian PM's Indo-Pacific Visit

A New Chapter in India's Act East Policy and the Strategy of an Emerging

Global Power in the Indo-Pacific-A Comprehensive Holistic Analysis

Many international experts consider India's Indo-Pacific visit to be one of the most important diplomatic initiatives of 2026.
India's Emerging Strategic Leadership in 21st-Century Global Diplomacy-The Indo-Pacific Visit is being seen as a new
chapter in the Act East Policy-Advocate Kishan Sanmukhdas Bhawnani, Gondia, Maharashtra

Gondia - Globally, the Indian PM's
six-day visit to Indonesia, Australia,
and New Zealand from July 6-11,
2026, which has drawn the world's
attention, is not just a diplomatic visit
to three countries, but the most
mature and comprehensive manifes-
tation of India's Act East Policy,
which has been in development for
over adecade. This visitcomes ata
time when the Indo-Pacific region has
become the most important center
of world politics, the global economy,
maritime trade, technological com-
petition, and strategic balance.
Nearly half the world's population, a
significant portion of global GDP, and
the vast majority of international
maritime trade pass through this re-
gion. In this context, I,Advocate
Kishan Sanmukhdas
Bhawnani,Gondia, Maharashtra, be-
lieve that India's active, balanced, and
multifaceted leadership in this region
is not only an extension of India's
foreign policy but also a redefinition
of its global role. This is why this
visit is being seen as a new chapter
in the Act East Policy. This visit
is not just a routine foreign tour,
but rather a symbol of the chang-
ing global order in which India is
establishing itself as a respon-
sive, reliable, and decisive part-
ner in the Indo-Pacific region. The
world is watching India closely.
The visit aims to give new impe-
tus to India's Act East Policy, a
free, open, and inclusive Indo-
Pacific, maritime security, trade,
technology, defense cooperation,
critical minerals, supply chains,
and people-to-people relations.
Bilateral talks with the top lead-
ership of the three countries, dia-
logues with the business commu-
nity, and outreach programs with
the Indian diaspora are planned.
Friends, today the center of glo-
bal geopolitics is rapidly shifting

to the Indo-Pacific. A large por-
tion of global maritime trade
passes through this region, while
energy supplies, digital connec-
tivity, and global production net-
works also depend on it. At this
time, India's objective is not only
to ensure its own security, but
also to strengthen a system that
respects international law, free-
dom of navigation, and the sover-
eignty of all nations. This is why
many international experts con-
sider this visit to be one of the
most important diplomatic initia-
tives of 2026. India's Act East
Policy is no longer limited to cul-
tural ties with Southeast Asia. It
has become a comprehensive
framework of economic, strate-
gic, technological, and maritime
partnerships. Indonesia, Austra-
lia, and New Zealand are three
important pillars of this strategy.
Friends, Indonesia is the world's
largest Muslim-majority democ-
racy and its strategic location
near the Strait ofMalacca is cru-
cial. Australia is a key partner in
critical minerals, defense coop-
eration, and Indo-Pacific security,
while there are vast possibilities
for cooperation with New Zealand
in the fields of trade, agriculture,
education, and innovation. The
most important strategic dimen-
sion of this visit is seen against
the backdrop of China's growing
influence. India has not adopted
a policy of direct confrontation
anywhere, but supports a rules-
based international order and a
balanced power structure. India
is expanding cooperation with
like-minded countries on issues
related to the South China Sea,
sea lanes, and regional security.
Many analysts believe that this
visit does not convey a message
of military alliance, but rather a

signal of regional stability, bal-
ance, and partnership. Relations
between India and Indonesia hold
special significance in this visit.
Both countries are located in the
maritime region connecting the
Indian Ocean and the Pacific
Ocean. Topics such as defense
cooperation, maritime surveil-
lance, digital partnerships, port
development, and potential de-
fense exports are on the agenda.
Discussions on the BrahMos mis-
sile and maritime security coop-
eration, in particular, are gaining
traction in the international stra-
tegic community.

Friends, relations with Australia
have strengthened at an unprec-
edented pace in recent years.
Today, the two countries are not
only democratic partners but also
important strategic partners. De-
fense exercises, maritime secu-
rity, cybersecurity, artificial intel-
ligence, clean energy, education,
science, and the supply of criti-
cal minerals have become key
pillars of this relationship.
Lithium, cobalt, and other critical
minerals are crucial for India's
energy transition and semicon-
ductor industry.The global
economy is undergoing a restruc-
turing of supply chains. The pan-
demic, geopolitical tensions, and
regional conflicts have prompted
countries to seek reliable part-
ners. India wants to seize this
opportunity to position itself as a
"reliable manufacturing hub." If
new agreements on trade, invest-
ment, logistics, and critical min-
erals are reached during this visit,
they could have a tangible impact
on Indian industry, employment,
and exports.

Friends, the visit to New Zealand
is particularly significant because
it is considered the first signifi-

cant state visit by an Indian Prime
Minister in decades. New possi-
bilities for cooperation can open
up in areas such as agricultural
research, dairy technology, food
processing, education, tourism,
and free trade. People-to-people
ties between the two countries
and the Indian community are also
important links in this partnership.
India's maritime policy is no
longer limited to coastal security.
Humanitarian assistance, disas-
ter relief,anti-piracy operations,
marine environmental protection,
and secure maritime trade routes
in the Indian Ocean are part of
India's comprehensive strategy. In
this context, India's vision for a
free, open, and inclusive Indo-
Pacific has also become impor-
tant to the global community.

Friends, the meetings with the
business community on this visit
are also of particular importance.
India is today among the world's
fastest-growing major economies.
India's ability to attract foreign
investment is steadily increasing
in sectors such as digital pay-
ments, startups, green energy,
defense manufacturing, and
semiconductors.If new partner-
ships are formed in these areas,
they could have a positive impact
on the Indian economy and the
long-term investment climate. The
Indian diaspora is an important
dimension of this entire
journey.People of Indian origin
settled in Australia,New Zealand,
and Indonesia are making signifi-
cant contributions to education,
business, science, medicine, and
public life. Interaction with these
communities further strengthens
India's soft power and cultural di-
plomacy. Experts believe that the
21st-century world order will not
be determined solely by military

power. Technology, supply chains,
maritime connectivity, artificial intel-
ligence, clean energy, climate coop-
eration, and trusted partnerships will
be the true foundations of future
power. This journey by India is an
attempt to integrate all these dimen-
sions. The most important dimension
of this entire journey is India's grow-
ing role in the strategic architecture
of the Indo-Pacific. India has consis-
tently made it clear that its objective
is not to form a military alliance
against any country, but to create a
regional environment where the sov-
ereignty of all countries is respected,
sea lanes are secure, international
laws are followed, and all countries,
large and small, have equal opportu-
nities. This approach establishes
India as a balanced, credible, and
responsible power.
So, if we study and analyze the en-
tire above narrative, we will find that
the Indian PM's Indo-Pacific visit
should not be seen simply as a visit
to three countries. Itis part of India's
long-term strategy to emerge as a
champion of balance, cooperation,
economic development, and a rules-
based global order in the Asia-Pa-
cific region. If this visit leads to con-
crete progress in the areas of trade,
defense, technology, maritime secu-
rity, critical minerals, and investment,
its impact will not be limited to India
alone but will also be visible on the
strategic and economic architecture
of the entire Indo-Pacific region. This
is why policymakers, strategic ex-
perts, investors, and ordinary citi-
zens around the world are viewing
this visit as a highly significant dip-
lomatic initiative.
-Compiler Author - Tax Expert
Columnist Literary International
Writer Thinker Poet Sangeet
Madhyma CA (ATC) Advocate
Kishan Sanmukhdas Bhawnani
Gondia Maharashtra 9226229318
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The Rs 661 crore question: Who is responsible?

The alleged 7661 crore IDFC Bank scandal in
Haryana has not only givenrise to allegations
of financial irregularities, but has also sparked
serious debate about administrative account-
ability, financial discipline, institutional trans-
parency, and the credibility of governance.
According to news reports, the names of se-
nior IAS officers have surfaced in the case,
investigative agencies are active, some arrests
have been made, some officers have been sus-
pended, and others have filed anticipatory bail
petitions in court. Consequently, this scan-
dal is not limited to a single bank, a depart-
ment, or a single official; it calls into question
the functioning of the entire administrative
structure.

First, it's important to clarify that al-
legations against any individual remain merely
allegations until proven by a competent court.
The Indian Constitution guarantees every citi-
zen the right to a fair trial and due process.
Therefore, presuming any accused guilty
would be contrary to the principles of justice.
On the other hand, if serious allegations arise
involving such a large sum of public money, a
fair, transparent, and timely investigation is
equally essential. In a democracy, justice
must not only be done, but must also be seen
to be done.

This alleged scam is considered
more serious because it raises questions
about the management of government funds.
Government funds are, in fact, public money.
This is the money citizens contribute to the
government through taxes so that it can be
used for education, health, environmental
protection, rural development, irrigation,
roads, employment, and other public wel-
fare schemes. Any suspected irregularity
in the use or preservation of such funds
has implications not limited to government
accounts but also for public trust in gov-
ernance.

According to news reports, sev-
eral questions are under investigation in
this case, including the bank accounts of
government departments, the process for
depositing funds in private banks, admin-
istrative approvals, and the role of senior
officials. If the investigation proves that
rules were ignored, responsibility will natu-
rally be assigned. Even if the allegations
are proven false, it will be essential to
understand the circumstances that cre-
ated such widespread suspicion. In both
situations, a review of the system is nec-
essary.

The Indian Administrative Service
is considered one of the highest civil ser-
vices in the country. IAS officers are not

only the ones who administer the govern-
ment, but they are also considered guard-
ians of the values ??of the Constitution.
The public trusts their impartiality, hon-
esty, and decisiveness. Therefore, when
a senior officer's name surfaces in a fi-
nancial controversy, the repercussions
resonate throughout the administrative sys-
tem. Transparency in such matters is es-
sential to protect
the reputation of
honest officers and
ensure that guilty
individuals do not |
escape the law.

This casel|

sion-making. Is the
decision to open a
government account
in a particular bank |
or deposit a large ‘é,,,
sum of money
solely the responsi-
bility of a single offi-
cial? Such deci-
sions typically in-
volve multiple levels of approvals, finan-
cial rules, departmental procedures, and
accounting systems. If an alleged irregu-
larity is possible despite all these layers,
it indicates a weakness in institutional
control. Therefore, simply fixing respon-
sibility for individuals will not suffice; a
review of the entire system will be neces-
sary. Today, India is rapidly moving to-
wards digital governance. Systems like the
Public Finance Management System
(PFMS), e-office, digital payments, online
accounting, and real-time monitoring are
intended to minimize the possibility of fi-
nancial irregularities. If alleged irregulari-
ties of such a large scale emerge, it's natu-
ral to question whether available technologi-
cal systems were properly utilized. Were au-
dits conducted in a timely manner? Did any-
one ignore unusual transactions? Were inter-
nal alert mechanisms ineffective?

The purpose of internal audit systems
in government departments is not only to con-
duct audits, but also to identify potential risks
in a timely manner. If transactions involving
crores of rupees continue for a long period
without any effective objections, this would
be considered not only an individual failure
but also an institutional failure. Therefore,
learning from this incident, the audit system
needs to be made more efficient and technol-
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crucial in a democracy. When a major case
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the credibility of the justice system is also
affected.

The role of the media is also ex-
tremely sensitive in such cases. In a democ-
racy, the media's responsibility is to provide
information and ask questions, but declaring
someone guilty before a court of law is appro-
priate. Media trials often influence the judicial
process and create prejudice in society. There-
fore, news presentation must be based on
facts and responsibly.

This incident has also raised ques-
tions about the government banking system.
Is there a clear national policy governing the
operation of government department bank ac-
counts? Under what circumstances can gov-
ernment funds be held in private banks? Is
special permission required? Did the relevant
departments comply with all financial regula-
tions? If so, those documents should be avail-
able for public scrutiny. If not, accountability
must be fixed.

Administrative ethics is not limited to
simply following the law. Ethical administra-
tion means that the public interest is para-
mount in every decision. Fidelity to the Con-
stitution, honesty, impartiality, and account-
ability are the cornerstones of administrative
service. If these values ??are compromised,
not only economic losses occur but the cred-
ibility of democratic institutions is also weak-

ened.

There is also a positive aspect to this
case. If animpartial investigation is conducted
and institutional reforms are implemented, the
likelihood of such incidents occurring in the
future can be reduced. Major controversies
often lead to administrative reforms. There-
fore, it is essential to view this case not only
as a legal dispute but also as an opportunity
for reform.

The government should make its poli-
cies for managing government accounts more
transparent. All major financial transactions
should be automatically digitally monitored.
Independent forensic audits should be estab-
lished. The responsibilities of departmental
officials should be clearly defined. If rules are
violated at any level, timely action should be
taken. Honest officials should also be pro-
tected from unnecessary harassment.

Strengthening whistleblower protec-
tion systems is also crucial. Often, employ-
ees within departments are aware of irregu-
larities, but lack protections prevent them from
coming forward. If they receive legal protec-
tion and confidentiality, many financial irregu-
larities could be prevented at the initial stage.

India is moving towards becoming a
major hub for global investment. At this time,
administrative transparency and financial dis-
cipline are not only internal requirements but
also a matter of international credibility. In-
vestors place greater trust in countries where
the rule of law is strong, public funds are se-
cure, and institutions are accountable.

Ultimately, this matter isn't just about
?661 crore. It's about the public's trust in the
system of governance. If the guilty go free,
the system is questioned, and if the innocent
are convicted without sufficient grounds, the
credibility of the justice system is compro-
mised. Therefore, balance, fairness, and con-
stitutional decorum are paramount in this en-
tire matter.

The true power of democracy lies not
in power, but in the trust of the people. This
trust is earned only through transparency, ac-
countability, and justice. Therefore, it is es-
sential that this case be investigated with
complete impartiality. No matter how influen-
tial, the guilty party is punished according to
the law, and if anyone is innocent, their repu-
tation is fully restored. This is the hallmark of
good governance and the ultimate test of de-
mocracy. Only then will this highly controver-
sial 7661 crore case not remain merely a con-
troversy, but serve as an important lesson in
administrative reform and better governance.

- Dr. Satyavan Saurabh,
Mobile :9466526148,01255281381
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MEGA RAFFLE * Gatka by New York Gatka Association

4 CASH AWARDS: D i D o s

% Free Health Screening.

$ 5 0 O EAC H % Bingo by Tina Hora; Sponsored by Sweety Narula & Rani Madan AT
KEHALSA CARNIVAL BY : G{g‘%ggbw

SWEETY BAWA, DALTIT MARANG & SWEETY GAMBHIR

Trip to India or $1000 | 60" LED TV | Jewellery | iPhone | iPad | Samsung Phones and much more.

All Raffle Prizes subject to IRS regulations with holding. Winner must be legal of USA to be Eligible.

Free Shuttle with Ample Parking at
The Mansion at Glen Cove : 200 Dosoris Lane Glen Cove, NY 11542
(No Parking Available at Gurdwara Sahib)
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| MELA COMMITTEE

Pinky Singh | Billu Narula | Basant Chawla | Harvinder Bhatia
Gurpal Gadh | Dolly Sahni | Daljit Sahani | Daboo Gambhir | Kirpa Kaur

For Sponsorships, Booth Bookings and Performances Call

(516) 760 - 0584

Email: glencovemela@gmail.com

Gurdwara Senior Executives are Exempted From Raffles Prizes
Chairman: Maninder S. Sethi General Secretary: Harcharan S. Sachdev Ph: 516-609-3533

President: Dr.O.P. Chawla Vice President: Gurcharan S. Bhasin Treasure: Pritam Afora




