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Sheikh Hasina's death sentence: India's
new challenge in South Asian diplomacy

Bangladesh’s judicial crisis and India's diplomatic balance

Analysis of the new equations emerging in South Asian politics after the death sentence
awarded to Sheikh Hasina

The death sentence handed
down by Bangladesh's special tr-
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Sheikn Hasina has deeply
shaken South Asian politics. This
wverdict not anly calls into gu
tion Bangladesh’s democratic
edentials but also places India
in an unprecedented diplomatic
dilemma. India will have ta navi
gate a highly sensitive balance
between Hasina's safety, the ex-
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challenge
tries. also has to upheld the principles

Amid unprecedented political of demacratic values, human
turmail in Bangladesh, the death rights, udicial
sentence handed down by a tri- political stability.
bunal to former Prime Minister regional leadership. Fu

na repres
adesh relations weaken litical-judic
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Hasina was already enjoying pe- tremely restrained, cautious, and 4.000-kilomeler-long border, Hasina is perceived by the new ST
ical asylum in India. and balanced where unrest or escalation of po- Bangladeshi regime as anti-india
against the backdrop of wide The second major challenge litical violence could lead to in- or a r;w,mamm;u 10 itselt. This
spread public anger and vialent facing India is Sheikh Hasina's creased border security, cross- poses a purely strategic chal- positive progress to
protests against her government safety and a potential demand for border crime, illegal migration, lenge for In G it et slmulia ity, democracy, and just gover
Bangladesh. The verdict has her extradition. Hasina has long refugee flows, and the activities neously Support democracy and nance. India’s diplomacy must
ought the cradibility of t is al- of radical grou judicial impartiality while simul- proceed with patience, prudence,
Bangladesh's democratic institu that Bangladesh's a direct impact on states like tansously protacting its regional and a high degree of sensiti
tions. the transparency of th ruling dispensation and tri- West Bengal, Tripura, Mizo Ultimately. this development
dicial process. and the stability bunal will seek her extradition. and Assam. Bangladesh's stabil- ests reminds India that the domestic
afg ance into sh ebate. However, the India-Bangladesh ity is as important to India's in The policies of countries like politics of its neighbors never ex
But more impartantly, it is plung- Extradition Treaty explicitly men- ternal security as it is to any the United States and Pakistan ist in isolation: they have impii
ing India into a deep diplematic tions a political offense excep- other natienal sirategy. Therefore, also complicate this develop- cations beyond its borders and
idia wants democratic pro- ment. The United States has re- raise new questions aboul the
peace. and effec- peatedly expressed concerns balance of power. India must play
to be restored in about electoral transparency and the role expected of a respon-
considers hera v er- Bangladesh as s00n as possi human rights violations in sible, democratic, and regicnally
secution or a biase x Another important aspect is Bangladesh, while Pakistan may leading power at a time—
dia is how to officially respond todition would be that instability in Bangladesh's attempt 1o steer Bangladesh’s sensitive yet firm, balanced yet
this  decision ndia is human rights and democratic could also negatively im- political ot ves in an anti-In pled, and neutral yet en
Bangladesh’s closest and largest principles. However, this could pact India-Bangladesh economic dia direction. India is balancing riched by a humanitarian per
partner, with whom it shares ties escalate 1ensions with the relations. The two countries have this triangular pressure by adopt- spective
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MILITARY EDUCATION IN SCHOOL CURRICULUM

In today’s fast-changing and often uncertain
global environment, education is no longer lim-
ited to textbooks and examinations. Schools
are increasingly expected to prepare students
for real-life challenges, including emergencies,
national responsibilities and personal disci-
pline. In this context, the idea of introducing
military education in school curricula has
gained attention. However, it must be under-
stood not as training for war, but as a means
of building strong, responsible and capable
citizens.

WHAT IS MILITARY EDUCATION?

Military education in schools does not mean
turning students into soldiers. Instead, it re-
fers to structured training that includes disci-
pline, physical fitness, leadership skills, ba-
sic survival techniques and knowledge of na-
tional security and civic duty.

WHY IS MILITARY EDUCATION NEEDED IN
THE MODERN WORLD?

INCREASING GLOBAL UNCERTAINTY

The modern world faces challenges such as
terrorism, cyber threats, natural disasters and
geopolitical tensions. Basic preparedness can
help citizens respond effectively in emergen-
cies.

DECLINING PHYSICAL FITNESS

With increasing screen time and sedentary
lifestyles, students are becoming less physi-
cally active. Military-style training promotes
fitness, endurance and mental toughness.
LACK OF DISCIPLINE AND RESPONSIBIL-
ITY

Many educators observe declining discipline
among students. Military education empha-
sizes punctuality, respect, teamwork and ac-
countability.

NATIONAL AWARENESS AND PATRIOTISM
It helps students understand the importance
of national security, unity and civic responsi-
bility, fostering a sense of belonging and re-
spect for the country.

SKILL DEVELOPMENT BEYOND ACADEM-
ICS

Modern education often overlooks practical life
skills. Military education introduces decision-
making under pressure, leadership and crisis
management.

WHAT SHOULD BE INCLUDED IN THE CUR-
RICULUM?

A well-designed military education program
should be balanced, age-appropriate, and non-
aggressive. It may include:

PHYSICAL TRAINING

Basic exercises, running, endurance drills
Yoga and flexibility training, Obstacle courses
(for older students).

DISCIPLINE AND ROUTINE

Time management, Personal hygiene and self-
care, Team drills and coordination.

BASIC SURVIVAL SKILLS

First aid and emergency response

Disaster management (earthquakes, floods,
fires), Navigation and orientation basics.
LEADERSHIP AND TEAMWORK

Group tasks and problem-solving, role-based
leadership exercises, communication skills.
CIVIC AND NATIONAL EDU-

No exposure to violence or weapon training at

early stages

Focus on mental resilience, not physical ex-

haustion

Ensure inclusivity for all students, regardless

of physical ability

The goal is development, not domination.

ADVANTAGES OF MILITARY EDUCATION

BUILDS DISCIPLINE AND CHARACTER
Students learn responsibil-

CATION

Understanding the role of
armed forces, awareness of
national security challenges,
respect for diversity and unity.
OPTIONAL ADVANCED
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ity, respect and self-con-
trol.

IMPROVES PHYSICAL
AND MENTAL HEALTH
Regular activity strength-
ens the body and reduces

MODULES (for senior stu-
dents)

Introductory knowledge of defense
technology,cybersecurity basics, ethical de-
cision-making in conflict situations.

HOW TOUGH SHOULD THE TRAINING BE?
This is a critical question. Military education
in schools should not be extreme or harsh.
Recommended Approach:

Primary Level: Light activities, games, disci-
pline habits

Middle School: Moderate physical training,
basic drills

Senior Secondary: Structured training, lead-
ership roles, simulations

Important Guidelines:

No punishment-based discipline

stress.

ENHANCES LEADERSHIP SKILLS
Students become confident decision-makers.
PROMOTES TEAM SPIRIT

Working together teaches cooperation and
empathy.

PREPARES FOR EMERGENCIES

Students gain practical skills to handle real-
life crises.

ENCOURAGES CAREER AWARENESS

It may inspire students to explore careers in
defense, public service, or emergency man-
agement.

DISADVANTAGES AND CONCERNS

RISK OF OVER-MILITARIZATION

If not properly designed, it may promote ag-
gression or blind nationalism.

PHYSICAL AND MENTAL PRESSURE
Excessive training could stress students if not
age-appropriate.

MISINTERPRETATION OF PURPOSE
Some may see it as preparation for war rather
than personal development.

RESOURCE AND TRAINING CHALLENGES
Schools may lack trained instructors or facili-
ties.

INCLUSIVITY ISSUES

Students with disabilities or health conditions
may feel excluded if programs are not adapted.
FINDING THE RIGHT BALANCE

The success of military education depends
on how it is implemented. It should:

Focus on values, not violence, promote disci-
pline with empathy, encourage critical think-
ing, not blind obedience, be optional or flex-
ible, not forced rigidly on all students.
Military education, when thoughtfully designed,
can be a powerful tool to shape disciplined,
resilient and responsible citizens. In the mod-
ern world, where challenges are complex and
unpredictable, such training can complement
academic learning by preparing students for
real-life situations.

However, it must always remain educa-
tional, ethical and balanced—aimed at
building character and capability rather
than fear or aggression. The ultimate goal
is not to create soldiers, but to nurture
strong individuals who can contribute posi-
tively to society and the nation.
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Professor R.K. Uppal Inspires at DD
Academy of Punjab’s 5th Foundation Day

society. He encouraged teachers to
continue guiding students with pas-
sion, commitment, and a sense of
responsibility. Speaking to the stu-
dents, Professor Uppal motivated
them to stay focused, embrace chal-
lenges, and cultivate a spirit of con-
tinuous learning. He advised them to
develop patience and resilience,
which are essential qualities for
achieving meaningful success in life.
In his address, S. Kessar Singh ex-
pressed heartfelt gratitude to Profes-
sor Uppal for gracing the occasion
and sharing his valuable insights. He

DD Academy of Punjab cel-
ebrated its 5th Foundation Day with
great fervour and grandeur, reaffirm-
ing its commitment to academic ex-
cellence and holistic education. The
function was held under the dynamic
leadership of S. Kessar Singh, Man-
aging Director of the Academy,
whose vision and dedication have
been instrumental in shaping the in-
stitution into a centre of quality learn-
ing. The event was graced by Pro-
fessor R.K. Uppal, an eminent aca-
demician and renowned economist,
who attended as the Chief Guest.

His presence added immense pres-
tige to the occasion and inspired both
faculty members and students alike.
The celebration began with a warm
welcome extended to the distin-
guished guest and other dignitaries.
The academy showcased its remark-
able journey over the past five years,
highlighting its achievements in aca-
demics, discipline, and co-curricu-
lar excellence. The event reflected
the institution’s steady progress and
its growing reputation in the educa-
tional landscape of Punjab. Amajor
highlight of the function was the fe-

licitation Ceremony, where Professor
Uppal honored distinguished teach-
ers of DD Academy of Punjab for
their exceptional dedication and con-
tribution to education. The awards
recognized not only academic excel-
lence but also the commitment of
teachers towards shaping respon-
sible and capable citizens. Address-
ing the gathering, Professor Uppal
delivered a compelling and motiva-
tional speech that deeply resonated
with the audience. He emphasized
that in an era driven by instant re-
sults, the values of patience and per-

severance have become more impor-
tantthan ever. “Hard work never goes
to waste. The only need is patience,”
he remarked, urging students and
teachers to remain steadfast in their
efforts. He highlighted that success
is not an overnight achievement but
the result of consistent hard work,
discipline, and a long-term vision. He
also underscored the crucial role of
teachers in nation-building, stating
that educators are not merely in-
structors but architects of the future.
Their dedication and integrity shape
the moral and intellectual fabric of

reiterated the academy’s mission to
provide quality education and nurture
young minds through a balanced
approach that combines academic
rigor with character development. The
5th Foundation Day not only marked
a milestone in the journey of DD
Academy of Punjab but also served
as a source of inspiration for all
present. The function left a lasting
impact, reinforcing the ideals of hard
work, patience, and dedication—val-
ues that continue to drive both edu-
cators and students towards excel-
lence.

Balen Shah unveils 100-reform agenda

and

The assault on corruption
misgovernance has begun in Nepal. On
March 28, in the first high-voltage act of
PM Balen Shah, the government ordered
the first-ever arrest of a former PM, KP Oli.
| have been witnessing the entire election
process in Nepal. To recap, elections were
held on March 5; by 6/7 March it was emi-
nently clear that the four-year-old Rashtriya
Swatantra Party had swept the poll in both
First Past the Post (FPTP) and Propor-
tional Representation (PR) of Nepal's
mixed electoral system.

But it was only on March 25, that
the seniormost lawmaker of the dissolved
House, Nepali Congress’s Arjun Narsingh
KC (NC coup-maker Gagan Thapa'’s father-
in-law), was sworn in by President Ram
Chandra Poudel as lawmaker. The next
day, 274 of 275 lawmakers, including RSP
chairman Rabi Lamichhane, who is out on
bail on charges of corruption, were sworn
in by Narsingh KC. From Shah’s body lan-
guage and protocol (Lamichhane was the

last to arrive at the lawmaker oath-taking),
it appeared that he recognised Lamichhane
as the senior party colleague. Lamichhane
proposed Shah as the leader of the parlia-
mentary party. Despite speculation about
a personality clash, leadership friction, and
buzz about power-sharing, the December
28, 2025 Seven Point Agreement between
Lamichhane and Shah contains no ambi-
guity about separation of power. Once
Lamichhane is cleared of legal baggage,
how he will be accommodated in the cabi-
net, if at all, remains a question mark. Four-
times PM Prachanda of the Nepal Com-
munist Party also took oath, as three
former PMs were missing, not given a
ticket, while two others lost the election
badly, including four-times PM KP Oli
(ousted by the Gen Z revolt), whose popu-
larity plummeted from ‘I love KP QlIi’ to ‘Oli
Chor Desh Chhod’. On March 27, at 12.34,
with astrological precision, former rapper
and Kathmandu Mayor Balen Shah took
oath from Poudel as Vedic priests and

Buddhist monks chanted hymns and
verses at Shital Niwas, Poudel’s residence.
Manual counting of two sets of votes, in-
cluding in remote areas, took three weeks
— a process which can be compressed.
Meanwhile, the outgoing Sushila Karki in-
terim government released three reports,
including the Judicial Commission recom-
mendations by Gauri Bahadur Karki on the
investigation of the 7/8 September Gen Z
revolt resulting in 77 deaths and arson and
looting worth USD 5 billion. Kantipur TV
severely criticised the Karki Commission
report as ‘selective justice’ (the report was
first leaked by Jan Astha magazine) for ex-
cluding events and accountability for arson
on September 8, which implicated Shah
and Lamichhane. The profile of the new
House is stunningly different from any in
the past except in 1960, when NC had a
two-thirds majority in the 10-month-long
tryst with democracy. RSP will have 182
lawmakers, two shy of a two-thirds major-
ity, but no representation in the National

Assembly or in any of the seven provinces.
The second-largest party, NC, has 38 seats,
with the rest of the opposition aggregating
55 seats. Communists and Madhesis are
wiped out; only 15 per cent of lawmakers
in the last House will be present in the new
House; 96 are women, the highest number
ever (37 per cent), with 37 per cent of the
House being below 40 years of age. The
2015 Constitution, widely criticised for fail-
ing to provide a majority government, has
enabled RSP to do precisely that. Since
1990, 33 governments have been formed,
mainly coalitions, but since 2015, fractured
coalitions. The 15-member Council of Min-
isters, including five women, is the small-
est ever but has one big surprise: Gen Z
leader Sudan Gurung, who brokered Shah’s
entry into RSP, as Home Minister. None in
the Shah team has been a minister before,
including Finance Minister Swarnim
Wagle, who has been in the Planning Com-
mission of Nepal. Lack of experience may
not be a handicap to their performance.
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We are living in what experts in-
creasingly call the Age of Imperson-
ation—atime when technology has
made it possible not just to copy
information, but to convincingly
copy people themselves. Faces,
voices, and even personalities can
now be digitally recreated with as-
tonishing accuracy, blurring the line
between reality and illusion.

At the heart of this transforma-
tion lies the rapid rise of deepfake
technology. Powered by artificial in-
telligence, deepfakes can generate
realistic videos, audio clips, and im-
ages that depict people saying or
doing things they never actually did.
What once required advanced skills
and expensive tools can now be cre-
ated quickly and cheaply, making
impersonation more accessible than
ever before.

This shift marks a fundamental
change in how identity works in the
digital world. Traditionally, a
person’s face and voice were reli-
able markers of authenticity. Today,
those markers can be replicated as
digital data. As researchers note,
deepfakes create “virtual represen-
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tations” of individuals, raising seri-
ous concerns about identity theft
and what some scholars call “digi-
tal persona plagiarism.”

The consequences of this new
era are far-reaching. In politics,
deepfakes can spread misinforma-
tion and manipulate public opinion.
In business, criminals use Al-gen-
erated voices and videos to imper-
sonate executives, leading to finan-
cial fraud. In personal life,
scammers can mimic loved ones,
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creating emotional distress and fi-
nancial loss. Reports indicate that
Al-powered impersonation scams
have surged dramatically, exploiting
trust as their primary weapon.
Beyond crime, the Age of Imper-
sonation also challenges a deeper
social foundation: trust. In a world
where any image or video can be fab-
ricated, people begin to question
everything they see and hear. This
creates what some experts fear
could become a “post-truth” environ-

ment, where distinguishing fact from
fiction becomes increasingly diffi-
cult.

Yet, this technology is not en-
tirely negative. Deepfakes also have
creative and educational uses—from
filmmaking and entertainment to vir-
tual learning environments. However,
the ethical dilemma lies in how eas-
ily these tools can be misused. The
same technology that entertains
can also deceive.

To navigate this age, society
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must adapt. Stronger laws, im-
proved detection technologies, and
digital literacy are essential. Indi-
viduals must learn to verify informa-
tion, question suspicious content,
and remain cautious in digital inter-
actions. Governments and tech
companies must work together to

i build systems that protect identity

and ensure accountability.

In conclusion, the Age of Im-
personation represents both a
technological breakthrough and a
societal challenge. As artificial
intelligence continues to evolve,
the ability to imitate reality will
only grow stronger. The real test
for humanity is not whether we
can create such powerful tools—
but whether we can use them
responsibly while preserving
truth, trust, and human identity
in the digital world.

Empowering the Community: Expert Doctors Stress Early
Screening and Healthy Lifestyle at IAF Health Seminar

The Indian American Forum, under the lead-
ership of Chairperson Mrs. Indu Jaiswal, or-
ganized a Colon Cancer Awareness Session
at Levittown Hall on March 26. Despite lim-
ited notice, the event attracted a substantial
audience interested in learning about the sig-
nificance of screening. EC Member Mrs. Jyoti
Guptaintroduced Mrs. Jaiswal, who extended
awarm welcome to attendees and invited the
newly elected President, Mr. Vimal Goyal, to
address the gathering. Mr. Goyal discussed
his personal experience with colonoscopy and
emphasized the importance of regular screen-
ings and proactive health measures.

The session featured expert presentations
from Gastroenterologists Dr. Preeti Mehta and
Dr. Neelesh Mehta, as well as Oncologist Dr.
Jagmohan Kalra. The speakers highlighted the
critical role of early detection and routine
screenings in reducing the risk of colon can-
cer. Attendees received insightful information

regarding risk factors, symptoms, and cur-
rent screening guidelines, empowering them
to make informed decisions about their
health.

Emerging research cited by the doctors linked
microplastics, heavy metals, and
certain industrial chemicals to in-
creased cancer risk, augmenting
established connections to genetic
predispositions, lifestyle choices,
and dietary habits. The medical
experts recommended a simple,
home-prepared diet over restaurant
or microwave-cooked meals for ef-
fective prevention.

A key focus was placed on the ne-
cessity of scheduling colonoscopies, particu-
larly for those who had not undergone the
procedure. To address concerns about prepa-
ration, the physicians explained the evolu-
tion of simpler methods-from drinking large

volumes of water to consuming smaller quan-
tities of liquid and now to swallowing tablets-
making the process more accessible and less
daunting.

During the question-and-answer session, at-

(© EMPOWERING THE COMMUNITY: @

COLON CANCER AWARENESS
SESSION - INDIAN AMERICAN FORUM

tendees raised a vast range of queries. The
doctors answered each question with clarity
and encouraged the audience to seek prompt
medical advice.

The event included notable participants such

as Mr. Kanak Golia, Mrs. Prabha Golia (CEO
- Perfume World), Dr. Yashpal Arya, Dr.
Urmilesh Arya, Prof. Inderjit Saluja of Indian
Panorama, Mrs. Beena Kothari (President -
AlA), Mrs. Bina Sabapathy (Founder/Presi-
dent - IACV), Mr. Lalit Aery (Former Presi-
dent - IALI), Mr Govind Gupta ( Vice Presi-
dent IALI)Mrs. Flora Parekh (Founder/Presi-
dent - Gift of Life), Mrs. Rita K. Batheja, RDN
(IDA International), Mr. Deepak Sachdev
(President - Shri Ram Sharanam), Harvinder
Bhatia, Sujata Seth ( Treasurer IALI Jamong
others. The proceedings were thoroughly docu-
mented by Mr. Akshat Kaul. Mrs. Indu Jaiswal
concluded the session with a vote of thanks.
Attendees were greeted with hot samosas and
a selection of tea or coffee upon arrival. The
evening concluded with a sumptuous dinner
provided by the Indian American Forum, fos-
tering a congenial and collaborative environ-
ment throughout the informative session.
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Ina decade, 94,000 government schools closed, 51,000 private
schools opened, every fifth school going ch|Id is out of school.

India's education system is facing a
serious crisis. Nearly 94,000 govern-

ment schools have closed in the [

past decade, while over 51,000 pri-
vate schools have opened during the
same period. This situation not only
exposes the weaknesses of the gov-
ernment education system but also
exposes the social inequality caused
by increasing privatization. Article
21A of the Indian Constitution guar-
antees every child the right to free
and compulsory education, but un-
der current circumstances, this right
appears to be gradually eroding.
Between 2014-15 and 2023-24, the
number of government schools de-
clined from 1,107,101 to 1,017,660,
a decrease of approximately 89,441
schools, while the number of private
schools increased from 2,88,164 to
3,31,108. This trend is particularly
worrying for rural India, where access
to education is becoming increas-
ingly difficult for children from poor
and disadvantaged sections.

A major cause of the crisis
in government schools is the "School
Merger Policy," under which small
schools with low enroliment are
merged into larger ones. This has
made access to school difficult for
children in rural and tribal areas.
Thousands of schools have closed
in states like Madhya Pradesh and
Uttar Pradesh, accounting for a large
portion of the total closures. Further-
more, teacher shortages, poor infra-
structure, and the ineffective imple-
mentation of schemes like the Mid-
Day Meal are also major reasons for
the decline in enrollment. Certain
provisions of the National Education
Policy 2020, such as discouraging
single-teacher schools, also contrib-
ute to this process, resulting in a
sharp decline in enrollment in gov-
ernment schools, while the number
of students in private schools has
increased rapidly. Children from poor
families are now forced to turn to pri-
vate schools, but high fees become
amajor barrier.

The number of private
schools is rapidly increasing, and a
large number of children are study-
ing in private schools in urban areas.

However, this growth also raises sev-
eral concerns. Private school fees
are increasing significantly, making
it increasingly difficult for low- and
middle-income families to access
education. This increasing
privatization of education is turning
it into a business rather than a so-
cial service. Under the Right to Edu-
cation Act, 25 percent of seats are
reserved for poor children, but its ef-
fective implementation is not being
implemented, further deepening so-
cial inequality. While the affluent re-
ceive education in private schools
with better resources and facilities,
the poor are confined to government
schools with limited resources.

This imbalance is also having a di-
rect impact on dropout rates. Millions
of children have dropped out of school
in recent years, a large number of
them adolescent girls. This is due
to several factors, including poverty,
child labor, family migration, distance
to schools, and lack of security.
Girls, especially in rural areas, find
it more difficult to access education.
When families cannot afford private
school fees and government schools
are not available nearby, children are
almost certain to drop out of educa-

tion. This situation could further ex-

isSTHE

~ sponsible citizens.

" To address this crisis, the govern-
ment must take concrete and effec-
tive steps. The school merger policy
should be reconsidered and small
schools in rural areas should be pro-
tected. Vacant teaching positions
should be filled promptly, and spe-
cial attention should be paid to
teacher training. Basic amenities
such as toilets, clean drinking wa-
ter, and digital resources should be
ensured in all schools. The quality
of the Mid-Day Meal Scheme should
"= be improved, and private school fees
@ should be controlled and monitored.
The provisions of the Right to Edu-
cation Act should be strictly en-
forced, and public investment in edu-
cation should be increased to 6 per-
cent of GDP. In conclusion, the
growing influence of privatization has
become a serious challenge for gov-
ernment schools. The declining num-

When all sections of society do not ber of government schools and the
have equal educational opportunities,
the imbalance in opportunities in
society increases. In India, only shifting from a fundamental right to

increasing number of private schools
indicate that education is gradually

a business. This is having the great-
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acerbate unemployment and social
inequality.

about 3 percent of GDP is spent on
education, while the target of in-
creasing it to 6 percent remains un-
fulfilled. This impacts women's em-
powerment, employment opportuni-
ties, and the country's overall eco-
nomic development. If this situation

est impact on the poor and disad-
vantaged. If appropriate measures
are not taken in time, this inequality
will deeply impact society. It is es-
sential to strengthen education, not
as a commodity of the market, but

Privatization of education is not just
an educational problem, it also deep-
ens social and economic inequality.

continues, it could also pose athreat as the foundation of social develop-
to democracy, because an educated
society produces informed and re-

ment, because the future of future
generations depends on it.

Trump willin to end war without reopening Hormuz: WSJ reports

US President Donald Trump has told his aides that
he’s willing to end the military operation against Iran
even if the Strait of Hormuz remains largely closed,
leaving the campaign to reopen it for a later date, the
Wall Street Journal (WSJ) reported, citing adminis-
tration officials. In recent days, Trump and his aides
assessed that a mission to pry open the chokepoint
would push the conflict beyond his timeline of four to
six weeks, the Daily said in a report.

According to the report, Trump decided that
the US should achieve its main goals of hobbling Iran’s
navy and its missile stocks and wind down current
hostilities while pressuring Tehran diplomatically to
resume the free flow of trade. If that fails, Washington
would press allies in Europe and the Gulf to take the
lead on reopening the strait, the WSJ said, quoting
officials. At a media briefing on Monday, White House

Press Secretary Karoline Leavitt said the president
and the chief of the Pentagon have always stated a
four to six-week estimated timeline for the military
operation. “We’re on day 30 today,” she said. Leavitt
also indicated that the Arab countries can be asked
to share the burden of the military operation in Iran. “I
think it's something the president would be quite in-
terested in. | won’t get ahead of him on that but cer-
tainly it's an idea, something that | think you’ll hear
more from him on,” she said to a question of whether
countries such as Kuwait, the UAE and Saudi Arabia
should pick up the tab for the Iran operation. Starting
February 28, the US and Israel launched joint strikes
against Iran, which in turn retaliated, spreading the
war to the entire Gulf region. The Strait of Hormuz is a
strategically important choke point for the world’s
energy supplies.
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Exploitation or Volunteering

What is the real way to protect women?

Despite being educated and inde-
pendent, many women are victims
of exploitation. According to this
school of thought, one reason for this
is their emotional nature, which
some people exploit. It argues that
women are more trusting and sensi-
tive by nature, which sometimes
makes them vulnerable to the wrong
people. In this context, the traditional
social system is considered more
secure, where women live under the
care of their father in childhood, their
brother in adolescence, and their
husband after marriage. This system
is associated with protection and
guidance. Meanwhile, some con-
sider modern freedom to be risky,
arguing that it forces women to make
decisions alone, making them more
vulnerable to exploitation.

The debate about the status of
women in Indian society is nothing
new. The question has been raised
time and again as to whether the
modern freedoms afforded to women
are truly beneficial to them, or
whether they are putting them at
greater risk of exploitation. Recent
events and societal reactions to
them have reignited this debate.
Some believe that women's increas-
ing freedom is leading to their ex-
ploitation, while others consider this
a narrow and misguided viewpoint.
Therefore, itis essential to approach
this issue with logic, facts, and a
balanced perspective, rather than with
emotions.

First, it's important to understand the
root cause of exploitation. Can a
woman's education, self-reliance, or
independent living truly lead to ex-
ploitation? The simple and clear an-

swer is no. Exploitation is always
rooted in the mindset of the perpe-
trator. When someone mistreats a
woman, the responsibility lies solely
with that person. Linking this to a
woman's freedom or behavior is not
only wrong, but also akin to blaming
the victim.

There's a societal belief that women
are safer if they are under the super-
vision of their father, brother, or hus-
band. This idea stems from tradi-
tional thinking, where safety and
control are considered synonymous.
However, the reality is far more com-
plex. Numerous cases have emerged
where women have been abused by
acquaintances or within their own
families. This means that mere sur-
veillance or control cannot guaran-
tee safety. Safety is not about re-
stricting individual freedom, but about
strengthening justice, law, and
awareness within society.

It is also said that women are emo-
tional by nature and therefore easily
influenced. While this may be partly
true, it is a grave mistake to con-
sider this a weakness. Emotions are
part of human nature, whether male
or female. The real problem arises
when someone exploits these emo-
tions. Therefore, the solution is not
to suppress women's emotions or
limit their freedom, but to take strict
action against those in society who
exploit others.

In modern society, women have
gained access to education, employ-
ment, and the right to make their own
decisions. This is a positive change
that has empowered them and made
them self-reliant. However, it has also
brought some challenges. Itis every

individual's responsibility to use free-
dom wisely. This applies not only to
women but also to men. If a person
makes a wrong decision, they may
suffer the consequences, but this
does not mean that freedom itself is
wrong. It is important to understand
the difference between the misuse
of freedom and freedom itself.

It's often argued that women were
safer in earlier times because they
lived within the confines of their
homes. But this notion is not entirely
accurate. Even then, women faced
injustice and exploitation, but they
were unable to speak out. Today, at
least, women can stand up for their
rights, speak out, and demand jus-
tice. This change is a positive sign
for society.

The rising number of rapes and other
crimes is certainly a cause for con-
cern. But the reason for this is not
women's freedom, but the mindset
of the perpetrators, weak law en-
forcement, and the prevailing miscon-
ceptions in society. To find a solu-
tion to a problem, we must under-
stand its true causes. Limiting
women's freedom is not a solution;
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it is, in fact, a form of running away
fromit.

On the contrary, we must envision a
society where women are both safe
and independent. This requires tak-
ing several important steps. First, the
education system must incorporate
the values ??of gender equality and
respect. Children must be taught
from childhood that it is important to
respect every individual. Second, the
legal system must be strengthened
so that criminals receive swift and
severe punishment. Third, women
must be encouraged to develop self-
defense and self-confidence, en-
abling them to face any situation.
Furthermore, the media and society
must also understand their respon-
sibility. They must stop objectifying
women or questioning their charac-
ter. Society must understand that a

woman's dignity is not tied to her
clothes, her behavior, or her deci-
sions, but to her very existence.

Ultimately, it's safe to say that
women's freedom and safety are
both equally important. Pitting one
against the other is a flawed ap-
proach. We must strike a balance
where women can fully exercise their
rights and yet not fear exploitation.

True development of society is pos-
sible only when every individual—
whether male or female—can live a
life of dignity, security, and freedom.
Empowering women instead of keep-
ing them under "surveillance" is the
right direction. This is the only path
that can create a better and safer
future not only for women but for so-
ciety as a whole.

Dwindling humanity in
the contemporary times

Literature breeds where humanity
is alive

Then comes all round feeling and
vives

Humanity is a feeling ,which you
share in your dealing

Humanity is a characteristic
That differs you from others
Humanity is giving and sharing
Humanity is sincerity and caring
Humanity is dedication towards liv-
ing beings

Humanity is all love for fellow be-
ings

Humanity is a question ,that burst
in self

Will u give ,will you care ,will u
share

Will u play the game of life fare
Acts of war voilance and to harm
others

Are the most common signs that
bothers

In present day humanity seems
lost

You will find every where rolling
ghosts

Over population, poverty, crushed
humanity

Crippled scripts has lashed hu-
manity

International trade ,nuclear power
has thwarted humanity
Aristocracy and power race has
blasted humanity

Intellectual ,social economic race
has pulled humanity

It has been synchronised in this
Trinity

The old parents are in old age
homes

The progeny and property all has
gone

Who will give us ethics and expe-

rience
When present day generation is
not bothered and serious
Who is to be put to guilt and fault
When there is no emotion ,thought
process at hault.
Literature has a deep alliance with
humanity
It has regularly given best in Trin-
ity
Prose poetry and play are the
three expressions
But We cannot afford time and
patience
Inspite of going through the script
nd history with care
We believe in Media ,u tube ,as
time is not spare
Let's educate ourselves and make
us understand
In out side world there is sagging
humanity
Let's start from our selves ,it's in
our hands
Depict the true picture of the con-
temporary time
May be serenity ,sin or any crime
It may become political on some
time
But to bear with this all ,is not
our age
If our writings touch the soul of a
single human
He decides not to be again inhu-
man
That day our literature will grow
actually
Then there will be no need to teach
humanity factually .
Asha sharma
Retired Bank Manager
Patiala Punjab
Contact no 8289049474
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Date: Saturday, May 30th, 2026
Time: 5:30 PM Onwards
Location: Hicksville, NY
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&9 ENTRY FREE!

Live Entertainment: Punjabi Folk Dances
highiighting Punjabi Culture.

Punjabi Dhol Dmaal R
Pure Punjabi Food featuring Makki Di Roti te Sarson S
Da Saag, Chati di Lassi '
Giveaways: Free Punjabi Books & Free Turban Tying

W CONTESTS

Submit your name to participate for
Gabru Punjab Da
Mutiyar Punjab Di
Kids Punjabi Quiz's contest ( age 5 to 10 yrs)

% SPONSORSHIP & DONATIONS

We appreciate your sponsorship & Donations.
Your support helps keep our Punjabi culture alive!
Donate via Zelle: +1 (201) 312-4180 / Check / Cash. VA
% Silver, Gold & Diamond Sponsorship packages available.

%< FOR MORE INFO & REGISTRATION

T B P Ry e e A e, gt

[MUHICER

Email: Pucausazé@gmail.com

s Committee Contacts:

20 . Pritpal Kaur (Founder of PUCA): +1 (201) 312-4180 Anju Sharma: +1 (516) 582-5888
Jassi Dhilon: +1 (917) 650-6668 Dr. Jag Kalra: +1 (516) 589-4583

. Venus Bhasin: +1 (917) 292-4910 Sanju Sharma: +1 (516) 582-5999

Prof. Inderjit Singh Saluja: +1 (646) 247-9458 Asha Dua: +1 (646) 644-2742 S
Jyoti Gupta: +1 (516) 984-5220 Harvinder Bhatia: +1 (516) 528-3463
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‘No body have time to watch TV Advertisement
No body have time to read Physical newspapers

It's social time.

Online News, Advertisement, Promotion Anytime anywhere.

Doesn't matter where are you.

Advertisement with Preetnama.
Promote your business with TalkShow
We gave social stage to show yourself and your Business.

Business Persons, Doctor,

Advocates, VISA, Tour Travel, Actor, Singers,
writers come Join or TalkShow

and Advertisement with us on national

& International based.

Search Just
Preetnama
Youtube
Facehook
Twitter
instragram
Linkedin Y
Tiktok )

No ned to go anywhere, Just leave message on '« _
WhatsApp or email us. We will call you back.

Contact immediately
+1 201-312-4180,+1 917-328-8436

www.preetnama.com, www.preetnews.com
Email- preetnamausa@gmail.com
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PRAGUE | 6 Night &
VIIENRA 7 Days

L 8 & & & ¢

BUDAPEST | TOUR

[ ( Valid in May - August )

06 Nights accomodation in Europe .

All Breakfast in the hotels.

Prague : Explore the magical Old Town Square ,
Astronomical Clock . Charles Bridge , sunset
views along the Vitava River , Prague Castle &
St. Vitus Cathedral, Lesser Town.

Vienna : St. Stephen’s Cathedral, Hofburg
Palace . Tour Schonbrunn Palace & beautiful
gardens , Experience traditional Viennese
cafes & desserts

Budapest : Explore Buda Castle & Fisherman’s
Bastion , Matthias Church ., Danube River,
Hungarian Parliament Building , Szechenyi
Thermal Baths

Intercity Transfers by Train.

Airport Tranfers on Private Basis.

All Tours and Transfers on SIC Basis

$ 1595 ==

1L 8 & & 8 8 & & & ¢

50% OFF 02"° PERSON

INTERNATIONAL FLIGHT EXCLUDED & TRAVEL INSURANCE HIGHLY RECOMMENDED****

Sunniselliournsi&iiliravel

516-690-1257 0 22 W Marie St,
Hicksville, NY 11801

D* QlINRICE
—‘ TOURS AND TRAVEL 516-216-4433
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DulhanExpo provides it’s Vendors a Promotional Platform & the Brides/Visitors a 1-Stop Shopping Convenience. Dulhan Inc.is not responsible for any Claims made by the Vendors & Delivery of Raffles and/or Deals offered by them. Please spend time Evaluating their Talent, Quality
and Professionalism and Check all the References before Hiring them. We will be taking all Precautions related to Communicable Diseases and Following the Guidelines by the CDC, WHO, and the Government.Vendors and Attendees are to adhere to then appllcable large
gathering guidelines. DulhanExpo, it’s Vendors & the Venues are not to be held responsible for a Rare Possibility of any type of Infection orHealth Issues. Due to some restrictions some of the amenities may not be deliverable as announced.




