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Sheikh Hasina's death sentence: India's
new challenge in South Asian diplomacy

Bangladesh’s judicial crisis and India's diplomatic balance

Analysis of the new equations emerging in South Asian politics after the death sentence
awarded to Sheikh Hasina

The death sentence handed
down by Bangladesh's special tri-
bunal o former Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina has deeply
shaken South Asian politics. This
wverdict not anly calls into qu

extensive trade exchanges, in- ing a strategy that neither re
dustrial cooperation, power and treats into regional power dynam-
gas pipeline projects, port devel- ics iled in any
apment agreements, cross-border direct ct. This balance also
defines India’s broader South Asia

a’rwahwwa?’wmam

mwmmﬁﬂaﬁaﬁ?ﬁh‘(ﬁ”a’wrﬁmﬁ!w
T

bec:

tion Bangladesh’s democratic
edentials but also places India
in an unprecedented diplomatic
dilemma. In will have ta navi
gate a highly sensitive balance
between Hasina's satety, the ex-
tradition demand. border se.
nomic interests, and r
er balance. This entire devel-
apment demonstrates how a do
mestic political crisis can be
come a multifaceted strategic
challenge for neighboring coun
tries

Amid unprecedented political

sentence handed down by a tri
bunal to former Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina is not just a court

wverdict, but a hi vent that
has shaken th
Asian geopolitical landscape. The
sentence came at a time when
Hasina was already enjoying po
ical asylum in India, and
against the backdrop of wide
spread public anger and vialent
protests against h jovernment
in Bangladesh. The verdict has
ought the cradibility of
Bangladesh's democratic institu
tions, the transparency of th
dicial process, and the stability
afg ance into sh obate.
But more impartantly, it is plung
ing India into a deep diplomatic
quandary, where each move could
have far-reaching implications for
regional dynamics and bilateral
interests.

The primary challenge for In
dia is how to officially respond to
this decision ndia is
Bangladesh's closest and largest
partner, with whom it shares ties

e South a

| areas, includ-
energy. bar-
e

and cultural ties TI er
cannot afford to openly c
or support the decision. India
alsa has to upheld the principles
of demacratic values, human
rights, judicial
political stability.
regional leadership. Fu
more, India’s p
fer ce in Ba

in a number of vif

is why the tone of India’s diplo
matic statements has been ex
tremely r ained, cautious, and
palanced

The second major challenge
facing India is Sheikh Hasina's
safety and a potential demand for
her extradition. Hasina has long
safe in india
certain that Bangladesh's
new ruling dispensation and tri-
bunal will seek her extradition
However. the India-Bangladesh
Extradition Treaty explicitly men
tions a political offense excep-
tion, which gives India legal
grounds to refuse 10 send Hasina
to Bangladesh. Furthermaore, if
M of per
secution or a biased trial, extra:
dition would be
human righ!
principles. However,

t is al

this could
escalate tensions with the

s this situation that

Bangladesh government, and In
dian diplomacy needs to handle

ty, this situation with utmost cau

tion

nsion of
needs 1o
view is regional stability. India
and Bangladesh share a nearly
4,000-kilomeler-long border
where unrest or escalation of po
litical violence could lead to in
eased border security, cross
border crime, illegal migration
rafugee flows, and the activities
of radical grouy
a direct impact on states like
West Bengal, Tripura. Mizo
and Assam. Bangladesh’s stabil-
ity is as important to India’s in
ternal security as it is to any
ather national strategy.
India wants democratic pro
cesses, social peace. and effec
to be restored in
Bangladesh as s00n as poss

Another important aspec
that instability in Bangladesh's
could also negatively im
pact India-Bangladesh ecenomic
relations. The two countries have

e third major di

Therefore

Bangladesh prolongs, these
projects could slow down, the in
vestment climate could be af
fected, and trade could be d
This becamas parti
at a time when
regional powers—especially

hina:

are actively expanding
their presence angladesh.
China-Bangladesh relations
have long been a concern for In-
ra has expanded its in-
fluence in Bangladesh through
large infrastructure projects
maritime agresments, and stra-
locations. It India
adesh relations weaken
ng times of political instabil
iy, it ¢ provide a major of
portunity for China. Therefore. In
dia must avoid any situation where
its neutrality or sympathy for
Hasina is perceived by the new
Bangladesni regime as anti-india
arad w,mamm;- 10 itselt. This
poses a purely strategic chal
ge for In G it et slmulia
neously support democracy and
judicial impartiality while simu
tanecusly protecting its regional
n and strategic inter-

competit;

The pelicies of countries like
the United States and Pakistan
also complicate this develop-
ment. The United States has re
peatedly expressed concerns
about electoral transpal wwy and
h violatians i

eer Bangladesh's
ves in an anti-in
dia direction. India is balancing
this trianguiar pressure by adopt

attempt 1o
molitical ab

u- in India. If the

development could alse
impact pecple-to-peocple comacts
ties. Millions of
. study. visit,
ulural exchange
new regime i
Bangladesh is dissatistied with
India's stance, pressure on these
people could increase, destabi-
lizing the sacio-cultural environ
ment of both countries
Bangladeshi refugees living in
dia may also face greater se
rity challenges

In essence. the death sen
tence handed down ta Sheikh
Hasina represents a profound po-
litical-judic risis within
Bangladesh, impact is nat
limited ta Bangladesh: it affects
the diplomatic, economic, secu
rity, and social fabric of South
Asia as a whole. The challenge
ct its

and engage

angladesh makes
positive progress tawards stabil
ity, democracy, and just gover
nance. India’s diplomacy must
roceed with patience, prudence
and a high degrea of sensit

Ultimately. this development

reminds India that the domestic

cations bey:
raise new questions aboul the
balance of power. India must play
the role expected of a respon-
sible, democratic, and regionally
leading power at such a time—
sensitive yet firm, balanced yet
rincipled, and neutral yet en

hed by a humanitarian per
spective
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