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Indian Railways wins the race of women's empowerment.

(Need
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Women are in the driver's
seat in the Railway Board for the first
time with the latest round of appoint-
ments approved by the Cabinet.
Breaking the glass ceiling, the Rail-
way Board, already headed by a
woman, how has a woman member
in charge of operations and business
development and another woman
member of the same rank who looks
after finance as Finance Member. In
another way to inspire women's em-
powerment, Indian Railways started
dedicating an entire train and railway
station to women. Maninagar Rail-
way Station (Gujarat) and Matunga
Road Station (Mumbai, Maharashtra)
are managed by women staff. Ajni
Railway Station, located in Nagpur,
Maharashtra, has women track
maintainers working to clean, detect
track faults, and repair them.

Women's empowerment is
perhaps the most defining movement
since the 20th century. We hear in-
spiring stories of women who have
made their mark in male-dominated
roles, such as in public life and gov-
ernment, as captains of industry, and
in sports. Today women are leaders
in every walk of life, and their num-
bers are increasing with each pass-
ing year, and yet only 6-7% of the
Indian Railways employees are
women. Whatever the numbers are
today, the "first ladies" who stepped
into the turmoil of male-dominated
fields need to be recognized. They
were pioneers, brave and having im-
mense courage to enter this new
territory. In the 19th century, work-
ing outside the home was frowned

upon for women: male employees
feared competition, while middle-
class women wanted to be recog-
nized as homemakers and teachers.
Nor was it considered appropriate for
men and women to mix on the same
premises. Social customs were
strict, and gender segregation was
the norm.

But as the railroads ex-
panded, the demand for workers
grew. The first women employed by
rail companies were destitute wid-
ows of railway employees. Manag-
ers offered them salaried employ-
mentdthough not entirely out of pity,
as they earned significantly less than
their male counterparts. Jaya
Chauhan was the first woman officer
in the Railway Protection Force as
part of the 1984 batch. Initially work-
ing as an administrative officer, her
passion to serve the motherland and
explore unreached bastions com-
pelled her to quit that comfortable job
and jump into railway policing. Jaya
not only did well in the railways but
also became the first woman inspec-
tor general in the paramilitary forces
in the country. Among the 1981
batch of railway candidates, M.
Kalavathi was inducted as the first
woman member of the Indian Rail-
way Service of Signal Engineers.
She currently works as the chief sig-
nal engineer in the Southern Railway
zone. Before joining the railway ser-
vices, in 1988, Kalyani Chadha spent
four years at the Indian Railways In-
stitute of Mechanical and Electrical
Engineering in Jamalpur as a 1983
batch special category apprentice.

FS

Kalyani leads the 13 women who are
now in service and 10 more who are
doing apprenticeships in Jamalpur.
Manju Gupta, who is cur-
rently working as the Divisional Rail-
way Manager of the Bikaner Division
Mona Shrivastava of the 1998 batch
was the first woman member to join
the Indian Railway Engineers Service,
which was till then only for men. It
was only at the beginning of this
century, i.e., in 2002, that
Vijayalakshmi Vishwanathan, a
member of the 1967 batch, rose to
the position of Finance Commis-

-Priyanka Saurabh
(Mob.) 7015375570

(Talk + WhatsApp)

sioner of the Indian Railway Board.
Vijayalakshmi was also the first
woman Divisional Railway Manager
in Indian Railways in the late 1990s.
Almost two decades later, women
had a hand in breaking the next bas-
tion of men when Padmakshi Raheja
was selected as a member of the
1974 batch of the Indian Railway Traf-
fic Service. For the next five years
Padmakshi was the only woman in
IRTS. Celebrating the unbreakable
and undying spirit of India and its 75
years of independence. Manju
Gupta, who is currently working as
Divisional Railway Manager of
Bikaner Division, was the first
woman member of Indian Railway
Electrical Engineers. After her induc-
tion, 14 more women followed
Manju's example and entered the
Indian Railway Electrical Engineers.

to recognize the "First Ladies" who broke the male bastion.)
. .
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Mona Shrivastava of the 1998 batch member in charge of operations and
was the first woman member to join business development and another
the Indian Railway Engineers Service, woman member of the same rank
which was all-male until then. Itwas who looks after finance as Finance

only at the beginning of this century, Member. In another way to inspire
i.e., in 2002, that Vijayalakshmi women's empowerment, the Indian
Vishwanathan, amember of the 1967 Railways started dedicating an en-
batch, made it to the post of Finance tire train and railway station to
Commissioner of the Indian Railway women. Maninagar Railway Station
Board. Vijayalakshmi was also the (Gujarat) and Matunga Road Station
first woman Divisional Railway Man- (Mumbai, Maharashtra) are man-
ager inthe Indian Railways in the late aged by women staff. Ajni Railway
1990s. It took almost two decades Station, located in Nagpur,
for Padmakshi Raheja to break the Maharashtra, has women track
next male bastion when she was maintainers working to clean, de-
selected as a member of the 1974 tect track faults, and repair them.
batch of the Indian Railway Traffic Also, to increase the number of
Service. For the next five years, women leaders in the Indian Rail-
Padmakshi was the only woman in ways, the government has ap-
the IRTS. pointed all women TTEs for the

Arecord for the Indian Rail- Mumbai-Ahmedabad Shatabdi Ex-
ways is that women are now in the press. The Deccan Queen Express
majority on the Railway Board, the is another train that is manned by
top decision-making body of the na- an all-women crew. Being the larg-
tional transporter. For the first time, est employer in the country, the In-
women are in the driver's seat in the dian Railways has been making ef-
Railway Board with the latest round forts to promote women employees
of appointments approved by the and leadership in the sector, but still,
Cabinet. Breaking the glass ceiling, statistics show that the numbers
the Railway Board, already headed are not significant as per their pro-
by a woman, now has a woman portion in the population.
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Rutgers University in New Jersey
has decided notto create a separate
category prohibiting caste-based
discrimination, stating that "caste is
already covered by the Policy
Prohibiting Discrimination and
Harassment". The decision was
made after a thorough review by the
American university, which
concluded that caste discrimination
was already protected under existing
categories such as religion, ancestry,
national origin, and race. "Rutgers
has taken the position that caste can
and does fall within some, or all, of
those classes, depending on the
factual circumstances," the
university said in a statement.This

decision comes in response to
recommendations made by the Task
Force on Caste Discrimination,
which was formed as part of an
agreement between the university
and the American Association of
University Professors-American
Federation of Teachers (AAUP-
AFT).In August 2024, the task force,
co-chaired by Professor Audrey
Truschke, issued a report suggesting
that "caste" should be added as a
protected category under the
university's discrimination policy.
The university's decision has been
welcomed by Hindu grassroots
advocacy and civil rights groups,
who said that adding a separate

Los Angeles wildfire toll rises to 25,
hurricane-force winds may intensify blaze

At least 25 people have been
killed, and some 30 others remain
unaccounted for as massive wildfires
have ravaged parts of Los Angeles
in the past one week. In its latest
update, the US National Weather
Service warned that hurricane-force
winds had the potential of fuelling the
wildfires that have destroyed more
than 12,000 structures and forced
nearly 100,000 people to evacuate
from their homes.Addressing a press
conference on Tuesday, Los Angeles
County Sheriff Robert Luna said the
death toll was likely to increase and

search and rescue operations
continued for the missing people.
Forecasters said the winds were
expected to strengthen, with
potentially fire-fueling gusts by
Wednesday. Red flag warnings
remained in effect from Central
California to the Mexican border. iKey
message: We are not out of the
woods yet,1 the National Weather
Service said in a social media post
late Tuesday. 1iThe winds
underperformed today, but one more
enhancement could happen tonight-
tomorrow.1

On our English language New Website

WWW.PREETNEWS.COM

to add caste as separate

Chief Editor
Pritpal Kaur
+1 201-312-4180

discrimination category

category would unfairly target
Hindu students and faculty.
"Rutgers University has announced
it will NOT be adding 'caste’ as a
protected category to its policy
preventing harassment and
discrimination. As the leading
American Hindu grassroots
advocacy and civil rights
organisation with a student team
in Rutgers, CoHNA welcomes this
decision," the Coalition of Hindus
of North America (CoHNA) said in
a statement. CoHNA is an
advocacy group representing the
Hindu community in North
America, including many Indian-
American students. The Hindu

American Foundations executive
director, Suhag Shukla, also
lauded the decision."We applaud
Rutgers for its decision restating
that existing university policy
already protects against caste
discrimination," Shukla said. "We
will also continue to monitor
closely any trainings or surveys
the Rutgers administration
conducts to ensure that students
are not treated differently on the
basis of their race, ethnicity, or
religion, and that South Asian and
Hindu-American students are not
falsely or negatively stereotyped,”
she added.The debate around
caste discrimination in the US

has gained attention in recent
years.

In 2023, a lawsuit against two
Indian-American engineers at Cisco
for alleged caste discrimination was
dismissed with prejudice, citing a
lack of evidence. CoHNA pointed out
that despite nearly a decade of
investigation, no proof of systemic
caste discrimination in the US has
emerged. "Yet, elite academics and
privileged activists continue to use
taxpayer funds to push their personal
opinions and causes," CoHNA said,
adding that unverified surveys like
those from Equality Labs had been
rejected by courts for lacking
scientific rigour.

[ranian President rubbishes Trump's
claims, says never plotted to kill him

Iran never plotted to kill Republican US President-
elect Donald Trump, Iranian President Masoud
Pezeshkian said in an NBC News interview on
Tuesday, denying past
claims from Trump
and the Us =
government. Ing
November, the US
Justice Department"
charged an Iranian
man in connection
with an alleged plot
ordered by Iran's elite
Revolutionary Guard
Corps to assassinate
the US president-elect.

Law enforcement
thwarted the alleged
plan before any attack
was carried out. Trump
also said last year
during the US election campaign that Iran may have
been behind attempts to kill him."None whatsoever,"
Pezeshkian said on NBC News, when asked if there
was an Iranian plan to kill Trump. "We have never
attempted this to begin with and we never will." Trump,

who won last year's US election and will take office
on Monday, survived two assassination attempts
during the campaign - one in September while he

l
:

was golfing on
his course in
West Palm
Beach, Florida,
and another
o during a July rally
in Butler,
Pennsylvania.
Investigators
have found no
evidence of
[l ranian
involvement in
either. Iran has
also previously
denied us
claims of
interfering in
American affairs, including through cyber
operations.Tehran says Washington has interfered
in its affairs for decades, citing events ranging from a
1953 coup against a prime minister to the 2020 killing
of its military commander in a US drone strike
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UNWIND AND ENJOY THE EVENING
WITH A DRINK FROM OUR FULL BAR
THAT PAIRS WELL WITH THE FLAVORS
ON YOUR PLATE.

FOR CATERING INQUIRIES, SIMPLY CALL
646-251-9794. WE WILL ASSIST YOU IN
CREATING A MENU THAT DELIGHTS
YOUR SENSES.
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US TikTok users flock to Chinese app

Xiaohongshu in protest with TikTok ban looming
— |

As the threat of a TikTok ban looms,
U.S. TikTok users are flocking to the
Chinese social media app
Xiaohongshu fi making it the top
downloaded app in the U.S. Some
of the iTikTok refugees,T as they call
themselves, say the TikTok
alternative, a Chinese app, is being
chosen in protest of the TikTok ban.
The U.S. Supreme Court is due to
rule on a law that stipulates TikTok
must be divested from its Chinese
parent company ByteDance by Jan.
19 or face a ban in the U.S. over
national security concerns.After the
justices seemed inclined to let the
law stand, masses of TikTok users
began creating accounts on
Xiaohongshu, including hashtags
such as #tiktokrefugee or #tiktok to
their posts. Since Monday,
Xiaohongshu has become the top
downloaded free app on Appleis App
Store in the U.S. Xiaohongshu, which
in English means iLittle Red Booki
is a Chinese social media app that
combines e-commerce, short video
and posting functions. The app has
gained traction in China and other
regions and countries with a Chinese
diaspora such as Malaysia and
Taiwan in recent years, racking up
300 million monthly active users, a
majority of whom are young women
who use it as a de-facto search
engine for product, travel and
restaurant recommendations, as
well as makeup and skincare
tutorials. The #tiktokrefugee topic
has racked up over 160,000 posts
on Xiaohongshu, many of which are
videos of American users introducing
themselves and asking for tips on
how to navigate the app, which they
are calling iRedNotef. Xiaohongshu
did not immediately respond to a
request for comment from The
Associated Press. Alexis Garman is
a 2l-year-old TikTok user in
Oklahoma with nearly 20,000
followers. She joined Xiaohongshu on
Tuesday after seeing others do the
same. Garman said she is not
particularly concerned about data
privacy. iWhat | experienced on
(Xiaohongshu) so far has been really
great and inviting,i said Garman, who
has left two posts on the platform. il
like your makeup,T a Xiaohongshu

..‘
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and hang out with you guys.i
Chinese users on Xiaohongshu have
so far welcomed American users,
with some offering to teach them
Chinese. Others have offered tips on
navigating the Chinese internet,
warning the new users not to
mention or discuss anything
considered politically sensitive as
they may get censored. In some
cases, Chinese students have
asked the Americans for help with
their English homework. Like most
apps and internet services in China,
Xiaohongshu is subject to
censorship. Platforms typically
enforce censorship by deleting or
shadowbanning content that Beijing
deems politically sensitive. Large
Western platforms, such as Google

user from Beijing comments one of
her posts, and Garman thanks them
in a reply. A user from the
southwestern province of Sichuan
commented il am your Chinese spy
... please surrender your personal
information or the photographs of
your cat (or dog).TiTikTok possibly
getting banned doesnit just take
away an app, it takes away jobs,
friends and community,i Garman
said. iPersonally, the friends and

bond | have with my followers will
now be gone.T Other American users
who have joined Xiaohongshu have
been outspoken about joining the
app in protest of the possible TikTok
ban. An American user with the
handle Definitelynotchippy made a
video addressed to the Chinese
users of Xiaohongshu, explaining
why Americans are downloading the
app. iThe reason that our
government is telling us that they

are banning TikTok is because
theyire insisting that itis owned by
you guys, the Chinese people,
government, whatever,i she said.
1And theyire trying to make us think
that you guys are bad.1iA lot of us
are smarter than that though so we
decided to piss off our government
and download an actual Chinese
app,i she said. iWe call that trolling
... in short weire here to spite our
government and to learn about China

and Facebook, are blocked in
China. Though Xiaohongshu has
seen an influx of users, it is not
clear if the app could replace
TikTok, which has created an
ecosystem that allows for e-
commerce and advertising. Before
TikTok was under threat, the
overwhelming  majority  of
Xiaohongshuis users were Chinese,
and the app, which lacks translation
features, is not optimized for an

international user base.

Who is Pam Bondi? Key facts about
Donald Trump's attorney general pick

Donald Trumps pick to lead the Justice
Department, Pam Bondi, is set to face
questions on Capitol Hill on Wednesday over
her loyalty to the Republican president-elect,
who has vowed to use the agency to pursue
revenge on his perceived political enemies.
Pam Bondi, the former Florida attorney general
and corporate lobbyist will be one of the most
closely scrutinized members of Donald Trumps
Cabinet if shes confirmed to lead the Justice
department that prosecuted the once and future
president in two separate criminal cases that
never went to trial.Heres what to know about
Bondi ahead of her confirmation hearing:Bondi
has been a fixture in Trumps orbit for years,
and a regular defender of Donald Trump on news
programs amid his legal woes. Shes likely to
face many questions over her public statements
criticizing the criminal cases against Trump,

given his threats to seek retribution against
those he believes have wronged him. The
Department of Justice, the prosecutors will be
prosecuted the bad ones, Bondi said in a 2023
Fox News appearance. The investigators will
be investigated. Bondi said members of the so-
called deep state were hiding in the shadows
during Trumps first term, but now they have a
spotlight on them, and they can all be
investigated. Bondi travelled to New York last
May to support Trump in court while he stood
trial in his hush money criminal case. Trump
was sentenced last week to no punishment in
that case after his jury conviction on 34 felony
counts. After Trumps guilty verdict in that case,
Bondi said during another Fox News
appearance alongside Trumps pick for FBI
director, Kash Patel that a tremendous amount
of trust is lost in the justice system tonight.

She added: The American people see through
it. On a radio show last August, she compared
special counsel Jack Smith to a rabid dog after
he brought a new 2020 election interference
indictment against Trump in the wake of the
Supreme Courts immunity ruling. Smith
abandoned that case and the separate
classified documents case after Trumps
November victory, citing Justice Department
policy not to prosecute sitting presidents.
Floridas first female attorney general Bondi was
first elected Florida attorney general in 2010,
defeating Democratic state Sen. Dan Gelber
after earning the endorsement of former
Republican Alaska governor and vice
presidential candidate Sarah Palin. As Florida
attorney general, Bondi led a challenge brought
by more than two dozen states to President
Barack Obamas health care overhaul.
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A Sumit Arya & Maryam Khan Production
Destination Shaadi, Hlitan Penn’'s La ndlng, Delta Woodbridge, White Wave Events & Aisha’s Wedding Decor Present

Plan Your Wedding or Any Event in ﬂ

60+ TOTAL EVENT PLANNING BOOTHS PER EXPO
15-20 JEWELRY & FASHION SHOPPING BOGTHS
FREE FOOD TASTING BY MIAJOR CATERERS
DESIGNER FASHION SHOWS

LIVE MUSIC & DANCE SHOWCASES :

NEW FEATURE: DESTINATION SHAADI sr.-:c‘l"lohl
FIRST TIME EVER: GROOMWM''S LOUNGE. |
$10,000+ RAFFLES & S50,000+ mumus.,
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+1.732.595. 6096

egister Now for Free Entry Passes: 3 Bonﬂ"rsfﬁtalls CEI“!TEX‘I Sul‘l‘l“

DULHANEXPO. COM 732754 4894 g
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