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The Silent Language of Signs

akhoon.aubaid@gmail.com
Since the dawn of civilization, signs
have been a silent yet powerful force
shaping human interaction. From
ancient carvings on cave walls to the
dynamic displays of modern cities,
signs have evolved as a universal
language that transcends barriers.
They guide, inform, and inspire,
acting as bridges between cultures,
communities, and individuals.
Beyond communication, signs have
played a profound role in education,
accessibility, and emotional
expressiondmaking them an
enduring testament to humanityis
creativity and resilience. This journey
of signs reveals their adaptability and
significance, from ancient symbols
to tools for learning and inclusion.
The Dawn of Signs: The earliest
forms of signs were simple marks
or symbols used for navigation or to
communicate information. These
signs, found in ancient Egypt and
Mesopotamia, often took the form
of pictographs or hieroglyphics.
They served as a visual language,
with symbols representing objects,
animals, or natural elements,
effectively bridging the gap between
spoken language and written
records. This early visual
communication laid the foundation
for more complex forms of signage.
Signs in Ancient Civilizations: As
societies grew more complex, so did
the need for communication. In
ancient Greece and Rome, signs
were commonly used in markets,
public forums, and along roads.
These civilizations introduced the
concept of using signs to advertise
goods, direct people, and inform the
public of important announcements.
Roman shops, for example,
displayed pictorial signs to indicate
the nature of their business, as
literacy rates varied among the
population.

The Influence of the Printing
Press: The 15th-century invention of
the printing press revolutionized how
signs were created and distributed.
Printed signs could now reach a
much broader audience, and the
development of typography allowed
for clearer, more consistent
messaging. This era also saw the

emergence of public notices,
posters, and early forms of
billboards. The printing press
enabled signs to become an
essential part of political, cultural,
and commercial communication,
marking a pivotal moment in their
evolution.

Calligraphy as a Sign of
Emotions: Calligraphy, the art of
beautiful writing, has played a
significant role in the history of signs,
particularly in conveying emotions
and personal expression.
Throughout history, different cultures
have embraced calligraphy not just
as a method of communication but
as a way to infuse emotion and
elegance into the written word. In
regions like China, Japan, and the
Islamic world, calligraphy became a
revered art form, with its fluidity and
stylistic flourishes capable of
expressing the personality, mood, or
emotion of the writer. The intricate
strokes of Arabic and Chinese
calligraphy, for example, turned
simple signs into profound visual art,
transcending mere functionality to
evoke beauty and emotion.

Signs as a Lifeline for the Deaf
and Mute: For individuals in the deaf
and mute communities, signs are
more than just tools for informationé
they are a vital form of language. Sign
language has enabled millions to
communicate in ways that
transcend the barriers of speech.
Much like early pictorial signs,
modern sign language uses
gestures, facial expressions, and
body movements to convey complex
thoughts and emotions. This visual
language allows for rich
communication that is understood
universally within the community.
The development of formalized sign
languages like American Sign
Language (ASL) and British Sign
Language (BSL) has given structure
to this form of communication,
allowing for educational progress and
greater inclusion for those who are
deaf or mute. Signage in public
places, such as visual cues for
emergency exits, alarms, and other
important information, has also
become crucial for making spaces
accessible to everyone. In this

sense, signs serve not only as a
means of public communication but
as an enabler of equality and
accessibility for all.

Signs as Educational Tools in
Early Childhood: In early childhood
education, signs serve as an
invaluable tool for helping children
understand objects and concepts
while boosting their memory
retention. Young children often find
visual symbols easier to
comprehend than written or spoken
words. By using signs, pictures, and
symbols in classrooms, educators
can help children make connections
between objects and their
meanings, laying a foundation for
language development and cognitive
growth.

For instance, using visual aids like
picture cards or labeled images can
enhance childrenis ability to
recognize shapes, letters, colors,
and numbers. These signs not only
aid in understanding but also help
strengthen memory through
repetition and association. By
introducing symbols and signs early,
children develop essential cognitive
skills that prepare them for more
advanced learning stages. In this
way, signs act as building blocks for

literacy, communication, and
problem-solving in young minds.

Modern Signage: The industrial
revolution and urbanization led to the
explosion of signs in public spaces.
As cities expanded, the need for
clear and visible signage became
paramount. The invention of electric
lighting in the late 19th century paved
the way for neon signs, which began
illuminating urban landscapes
across the world. By the 20th
century, billboards, traffic signs, and
commercial signage had become
ubiquitous. The digital revolution
further transformed signs, introducing
LED displays, electronic billboards,
and interactive digital signage. Today,
signs are not only functional but often
double as works of art, merging
aesthetics with practicality in public
and commercial spaces. Signs in the
modern world have evolved from
static to dynamic, adapting to new
technologies and allowing for real-
time updates and interactive features.
From Calligraphy to Emojis: In
recent times, communication
through signs has taken a new form
with the rise of digital platforms.
Emoijis, for example, serve as a
modern-day extension of calligraphy,
allowing individuals to express

emotions through visual symbols.
Just as calligraphy allowed writers
to convey emotions through the style
of their script, emojis offer a
shorthand to express feelings,
thoughts, and moods in a way that
is universally understood. This
transition from calligraphy to digital
symbols underscores the enduring
power of visual communication in
human interaction.

Bottom line: From ancient
pictographs to modern digital
displays, signs have continuously
evolved, adapting to the
changing needs of society. For
deaf and mute communities,
signs hold an even deeper
significance, serving as the
cornerstone of language and
interaction. Additionally, signs
are invaluable in early childhood
education, where they help
children comprehend their
surroundings and enhance memory
development. Whether through the
fluid elegance of calligraphy, the
gestures of sign language, or the
dynamic brilliance of LED screens,
signs remain a vital tool for bridging
gaps in understanding, connecting
people, and reflecting the evolution
of our collective experience.
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Bima Sakhi Yojana: Will empower rural women

The Prime Minister of India has
launched the 'Bima Sakhi' scheme
for women from Panipat on 9 Decem-
ber 2024. Itis noteworthy that he also
launched the 'Beti Bachao Beti
Padhao' campaign from Panipat on
22 January 2015. The aim of the
Bima Sakhi scheme is to empower
women economically through insur-
ance. It promotes women's entrepre-
neurship and enhances the role of
women in economic development
across India. The city of Panipat in
Haryana is historically important. It
is known for its battles and is now
the focal point of women's empow-
erment initiatives in India.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will
visit Panipat on December 9 and
launch the "Bima Sakhi Yojana,"
which aims to empower women
across India. The scheme is ex-
pected to benefit lakhs of women. It
aims to empower women by creat-
ing employment opportunities in the
insurance sector. Under the scheme,
women will become agents of the
Life Insurance Corporation, allowing
them to sell insurance and earn in-
come. The initiative is part of broader
efforts to promote women's empow-
erment and economic independence.
The "Bima Sakhi Yojana" focuses on
the financial security of women, pro-
moting insurance coverage for
women. The scheme encourages
women's entrepreneurship. It aims to
enhance the role of women in eco-
nomic development.

This scheme will provide financial
assistance. Women will get access
to insurance products, which will
also provide training for skill devel-
opment. This assistance aims to
boost women's confidence and inde-
pendence. This launch is expected
to empower women. It will send a
strong message about gender equal-
ity. This initiative is in line with the
national goals for women's rights. It
aims to inspire women to take re-
sponsibility for their future. 'Bima
Sakhi Yojana' will prove to be a mile-
stone in empowering women across
India. Women selected under the
scheme will work as LIC agents and
provide insurance services in their
communities. This will not only cre-
ate employment for women but will
also promote financial literacy and
security.

PM Modi has a deep bond with

Haryana, often choosing it as the
launching ground for important initia-
tives. The state's history with Modi's
campaigns, including the launch of
the 'Beti Bachao Beti Padhao' move-
ment from Panipat in 2015, exem-
plifies his continued commitment to
women's welfare. Known for its fo-
cus on women's rights, Haryana will
once again play a key role in bring-
ing about social change. This initia-
tive will further strengthen the state's
legacy of empowering women. The
'Bima Sakhi Yojana' will add to the
state's portfolio of successful
women-centric policies and reflect
the growing focus on inclusive
growth. The government's emphasis
on 'Nari Shakti' was strengthened
through initiatives such as the 'Nari
Shakti Vandan Bill' passed in the Lok
Sabha, providing 33% reservation to
women.

Bima Sakhi Yojana is a progressive
initiative launched by the Govern-
ment of India to empower rural
women. It aims to provide employ-
ment opportunities to women in the
insurance sector. The scheme is in
line with the national objectives of

promoting gender equality and eco-
nomic independence of women. It
focuses on enhancing financial inclu-
sion and promoting entrepreneurship
among women. The initiative seeks
to create sustainable livelihoods by
strengthening the role of women in
financial services. The scheme is
expected to have a significantimpact
on rural economies by integrating

-Priyanka Saurabh
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women into the financial main-
stream. Gender Equality: It rein-
forces the government's commitment
to promote gender equality through
initiatives like Beti Bachao, Beti
Padhao, and now Bima Sakhi. By
providing a stable income and career
path, the program seeks to uplift
women from vulnerable communi-
ties.

Effective communication strategies
are required to inform eligible women
about the scheme. Ensuring timely
disbursement of salary and commis-
sion is crucial for the success of the
scheme. Building a strong support

system for women agents to sustain
and expand their role in the insur-
ance sector. Applicants should be
Indian citizens. Minimum qualifica-
tion should be 10th or 12th standard.
Documents required include Aadhaar
card, PAN card, bank account de-
tails, mobile number, and educational
certificates, and women should be
residents of rural or semi-urban ar-
eas. Selected candidates undergo
special training provided by Life In-
surance Corporation to prepare them
as Bima Sakhi. Certification is pro-
vided on successful completion of
training. A fixed monthly salary:
27,000 in the first year, 76,000 in the
second, and 75,000 in the third year,
and additional income through com-
mission on insurance policies sold.
A dedicated digital platform for moni-
toring commissions and policy up-
dates. Regular workshops to up-
grade skills and knowledge. Initial
plan to cover 35,000 women across
the country. Panipat, Haryana, is the
launchpad for this scheme due to its
historic emphasis on women's em-
powerment. Visit the official or des-
ignated government portal. Create an

account using personal details and
valid contact information. Fill the
application form with accurate de-
tails. Upload required documents
such as ID proof, educational certifi-
cates, and bank details. Applications
are reviewed. Once approved, can-
didates get access to a personal
dashboard. The 'Bima Sakhi Yojana'
continues PM Modi's track record of
launching women-centric schemes,
following the success of the 'Beti
Bachao Beti Padhao' and 'NaMo Didi'
programs. His constant effort to
empower women is evident in vari-
ous policies and legislative changes
aimed at strengthening the role of
women in society and the economy.
The Bima Sakhi Yojana is a land-
mark initiative towards promoting
women's empowerment through fi-
nancial inclusion. By enabling rural
women to act as insurance agents,
the scheme not only provides them
with livelihood opportunities but also
integrates them into the formal finan-
cial system. The success of the pro-
gram depends on its effective imple-
mentation and continued support
from stakeholders.

In the digital age, YouTube Has
emerged as a powerful platform for
learning, especially for students pre-
paring for highly competitive ex-
ams. The traditional education
model, often reliant on expensive
coaching institutes, is being supple-
mented and, in some cases, re-
placed by free, high quality content
available online. However, while
YouTube provides unprecedented
access to education, this shift also
brings challenges that students
and educators need to address.
Flexibility

With millions of educational videos
covering nearly every subject and
topic, students can now learn at
their own pace, anytime, anywhere.
This flexibility is particularly valu-
able for those preparing for the JEE
and the NEET, two of India's most
competitive entrance exams.
YouTube offers comprehensive
courses, test strategies, and prob-
lem solving sessions that previously
required substantial financial invest-
ment in coaching institutes.
However, the quality and reliability
of the content varies significantly.

Unlike regulated institutions,
YouTube lacks oversight, which
means that students must exercise
caution when selecting what they
watch. While some platforms pro-
vide structured and comprehensive
content, others may leave students
confused or misinformed due to lack
of accuracy or clarity. While many
educators have embraced YouTube
to reach a broader audience lead-
ing to a democratisation of quality
education, they
may not be
enough for all stu-
dents, as they
lack the in person feedback and di-
rect mentorship, which traditional
coaching centres provide. In live
classroom settings, doubts are
clarified in realtime, and
personalised attention helps stu-
dents stay on track; something pre
recorded YouTube videos can't fully
replicate.

One of the key drivers of YouTube's
popularity is its affordability, as it
allows students from economically
disadvantaged backgrounds access
educational resources for free. This

Vijay Garg

Beyond the screen

has levelled the playing field, espe-
cially for those who once lacked ac-
cess to quality coaching centres.
However, affordability alone does not
guarantee success. Many students
who turn to YouTube struggle

with the absence of structured to
study plans, discipline, and ac-
countability. Without the external
pressure from teachers and class-
mates, some may find it challeng-
ing to stay motivated and consis-
tent. Moreover,
access to online
education is still
dependent on fac-
tors like internet connectivity and a
suitable device; privileges that not
every student can afford, particularly
in remote areas.

Lack of interaction

YouTube offers personalisation
through its algorithms, recommend-
ing videos based on user behaviour.
Students can control the pace of
their learning, revisit difficult topics
or skip ahead as needed. Some
educators engage with students via
live sessions or in the comments,
simulating a classroom like inter-

action. However, this level of inter-
action is often insufficient when it
comes to deeper, more
personalised doubt solving. Also,
YouTube interactions are usually
delayed, and responses may be
limited. This can be a major draw-
back, especially for those who rely
on personal feedback to improve
their understanding of complex
subjects. While YouTube has
democratised education, it is im-
portant to consider its potential
downsides. The abundance of
free content can be overwhelm-
ing for students who don't know
where to start or how to curate
their learning materials. The
platform's open nature means
that not all content is accurate
or up to date, potentially lead-
ing to confusion or even misin-
formation. Moreover, the
selfpaced nature of YouTube
can lead to pro crastination and
lack of discipline, as it requires
significant self motivation. Students
who struggle with time manage-
ment may fall behind without
realising it. Therefore a balanced
approach that combines YouTube's
convenience with more structured,
personalised learning may offer the
best path forward.
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Biomedical waste is dangerous

About 85% of the total waste gener-
ated by healthcare activities is nor-
mal, non-hazardous waste. The re-
maining 15% is considered hazard-
ous material that may be infectious,
toxic, carcinogenic, flammable, cor-
rosive, reactive, explosive, or radio-
active. An estimated 16 billion injec-
tions are performed worldwide each
year, but not all needles and syringes
are disposed of properly. Open burn-
ing and low-temperature incineration
of healthcare waste can, in some
circumstances, emit dioxins, furans,
and particulate matter.

Healthcare activities protect and re-
store health and save lives. But what

healthcare waste services. These
include limited legal frameworks
(e.g., policies, regulation, guide-
lines), lack of awareness of the
health hazards associated with
healthcare waste, inadequate train-
ing in proper waste management,
absence of waste management and
disposal systems, inadequate finan-
cial and human resources, and low
priority. Many countries either do not
have proper regulations or do not
monitor and enforce them.

Worldwide, an estimated 16 billion
injections are performed each year.
Not all needles and syringes are dis-
posed of safely, creating risks of in-

about the waste and by-products jury and infection and opportunities

they generate? About 85% of the
total waste generated by healthcare
activities is normal, non-hazardous
waste comparable to household
waste. The remaining 15% is con-
sidered hazardous material that may
be infectious, chemical, or radioac-
tive. Measures to ensure safe and
environmentally sound management
of healthcare waste can prevent ad-
verse health and environmental ef-
fects from such waste, including
unintended release of chemical or
biological hazards. Healthcare waste
contains potentially harmful micro-
organisms that can infect hospital
patients, healthcare workers, and the
general public. Other potential haz-
ards may include drug-resistant mi-
croorganisms that spread from
healthcare facilities to the environ-
ment. Adverse health outcomes as-
sociated with healthcare waste and
by-products also include injuries from
sharp objects; exposure to pharma-
ceutical products, particularly anti-
biotics and cytotoxic drugs and sub-
stances such as mercury or diox-
ins, released into the surrounding
environment during the handling or
incineration of healthcare waste;
chemical burns arising in the con-
text of disinfection, sterilization or
waste treatment activities; air pollu-
tion resulting from the release of par-
ticulate matter during medical waste
incineration; thermal injuries asso-
ciated with open burning and the
operation of medical waste incinera-
tors; radiation burns; and the spread
of antimicrobial resistance through
unsafe storage, treatment and dis-
posal of pharmaceutical waste. Sev-
eral reasons exist for inadequate

for reuse. Injecting with contaminated
needles and syringes has decreased
significantly in low- and middle-in-
come countries in recent years,
partly due to efforts to reduce the
reuse of injection equipment. Despite
this progress, unsafe injections were
still responsible for 33,800 new HIV
infections, 1.7 million hepatitis B in-
fections, and 315,000 hepatitis C
infections. A person who experiences
a needlestick injury from a needle
used on an infected source patient
has a 30%, 1.8%, and 0.3% risk of
becoming infected with HBV, HCV,
and HIV, respectively. Additional haz-
ards arise during cleanup at waste

disposal sites and during the han-
dling and manual sorting of hazard-
ous waste from healthcare facilities.
These practices are common in
many regions of the world, especially
in low- and middle-income countries.
Waste handlers face an immediate

risk of needlestick injuries and ex- §

posure to toxic or infectious sub-
stances. The treatment and disposal
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of healthcare waste can also pose
indirect health risks through the re-
lease of pathogens and toxic pollut-
ants into the environment.

Disposal of untreated healthcare
waste in landfills can lead to con-
tamination of drinking, surface, and
ground water if those landfills are not
properly constructed. Minimizing
healthcare waste should be a prior-
ity. This will significantly reduce the
amount of waste that needs to be
handled and treated. Waste minimi-
zation actions include green pur-
chasing and selecting products
where shipping is minimized and
have less and ecological packaging,
switching to reusable products when
safe and feasible, ordering/receiving
pharmaceuticals only based on
documented need, and recycling
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common items including plastics,
paper, and cardboard. Treatment of
healthcare waste with chemical dis-
infectants can result in chemical
substances being released into the
environment if those substances are
not handled, stored, and disposed
of in an environmentally friendly man-
ner.

Managing healthcare waste requires
greater attention and diligence to
avoid the adverse health outcomes
associated with poor practice, in-
cluding exposure to infectious
agents and toxins. Key elements to
improving healthcare waste manage-
ment are to promote practices that
reduce the amount of waste gener-
ated and ensure proper waste seg-
regation; develop strategies and
systems, along with strong moni-
toring and regulation, to progres-
sively improve waste segregation,
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destruction, and disposal prac-

tices with the ultimate aim of
meeting national and international
standards; favor safe and environ-
mentally friendly treatment of haz-
ardous healthcare waste (e.g.,
autoclaving, microwaving, inte-
grated steam treatment with in-
ternal mixing, and chemical treat-
ment) over medical waste incin-
eration, where possible; create a
comprehensive system, responsi-
bilities, resource allocation, and
select safe and environmentally
friendly management options to
protect people from hazards when
collecting, handling, storing,
transporting, treating, or dispos-
ing of waste. Universal, long-term
reform requires government com-
mitment and support, although
immediate action can be taken at
the local level.

Nigerian govt commits over 450
min USD to natural gas initiative

Abuja, The Nigerian government has successfully converted more than 10,000
committed more than $450 million to the vehicles from petrol to CNG. It aims to push
countryis compressed natural gas
(CNG) value chain since the launch of
an ambitious initiative partly to ad-
dress rising petrol or gasoline costs
and promote cleaner energy.This
whopping sum of money was invested
into creating CNG mother stations,
daughter stations, refueling stations,
and conversion centers that are
springing up across the most populous
African country, Tosin Coker, head of |,
commercial for the Presidential CNG §
Initiative, news agency reported quot-

ing the reporters at the 2024 Nigeria B¢

Energy Forum in the southwestern i e e
state of Lagos. Coker said the initiative has the conversion rate to imore than 1 mil-

lion vehicles using petrol to CNGTi by 2027.
In May 2023, Nigerian President Bola
Tinubu halted the decades-long sub-
sidy on gasoline, shifting focus to the
use of CNG to partly cushion the ef-
fects of the countryis worst cost-of-
living crisis triggered by the subsidy
removal. The government launched the
CNG initiative in August, aiming to re-
duce transportation costs by nearly
50 per cent by rolling out gas-powered
public buses and switching petrol-
powered vehicles to gas. Coker also
said the government had continuously
sensitised citizens on the advantages of
using CNG to power their vehicles, which,
he added, can iguarantee cleaner envi-
ronment, is cheaper and affordable.i
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Nepali Army chief General Ashok
Raj Sigdel met with his Indian coun-
terpart General Upendra Dwivedi and
held talks in Delhi on Wednesday.
During the talks, India handed over
target practice drones to Nepal to
enhance its defence training capa-
bilities and delivery of advanced
medical equipment, and boost the
country's field hospital systems for
enhanced operational readiness.
These agreements reflect India's
continued support for Nepal's mod-
ern-isation efforts and capacity
building in defence. General Sigdel
marked the second day of his four-
day official visit to India by laying a
wreath at the National War Memo-
rial to honour the sacrifices of In-
dian soldiers. Following this, he re-

to boost its defgnce

ceived a ceremonial guard of honour He was briefed by senior Indian mili- curity strategies, including cutting-

at South Block.

tary officials on India's evolving se-

edge initiatives by the Army Design

Assets mortgaged for Bengaluru tunnels while
Siddaramaiah firm on Wayanad homes

The Bruhat Bengaluru
Mahanagara Palike (BBMP) plans
to pledge its properties to raise
Rs. 19,000 crore for the Bengaluru
Twin Tunnel Project, an initiative
aimed at alleviating the cityis traf-
fic congestion. This comes at a
time when Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah, in a letter dated
December 9, reiterated
Karnatakais commitment to build-
ing 100 houses for Wayanad land-
slide victims, drawing fire from the
BJP. The BBMP has issued an Ex-

Rahul Gandhi's

A war of words erupted between
Union Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman and Congress MP
Rahul Gandhi over public sector
banks (PSB) in the country. While
Rahul Gandhi accused the BJP-
led Centre of using PSBs as an
unlimited source of funds for
"fraudulent friends", Sitharaman
hit out at the MP saying the Con-
gress-led UPAregime treated pub-
lic banks as "ATMs for their cro-
nies and shady businessmen". On
Wednesday, the Leader of the Op-

pression of Interest (EOI) to banks
and financial institutions for fund-
ing, with the loan to be backed by
a state government guarantee.
BBMPis proposal includes raising
funds through loans secured by a
first mortgage on its properties,
backed by an unconditional guar-
antee from the Karnataka govern-
ment.

BBMP Commissioner Tushar
Girinath confirmed that the
Karnataka government has pro-
vided clarity on financial assur-

ances which was missing in previ-
ous plans. The projectinvolves con-
structing 3-lane twin underground
tunnels connecting Hebbalis Es-
teem Mall Junction to Silk Boardis
KSRP Junction along the North-
South corridor. iThere is a concept
of East-West and North-South cor-
ridors, and weive prepared a DPR
for the North-South project. With
the government guarantee of Rs
19,000 crore, we can execute both
corridors efficiently. The meeting
with bankers on December 12 will
finalize the phased withdrawal of
funds,i said Girinath. The funding
model includes toll-based revenue
generation under a Build-Operate-
Transfer (BOT) framework, and the
state plans to start disbursing
funds in April 2025, he said. The
twin tunnel project is part of a
larger Rs. 43,000-crore plan to
transform the cityis traffic infra-
structure, with similar plans under
development for the East-West cor-
ridor.

India gifts target practice drones to Nepal

Bureau. These discussions focused
on regional security concerns and

training abilities

areas of mutual collaboration, set-
ting the stage for future joint efforts.
General Sigdel met with key Indian
officials, including National Security
Advisor Ajit Doval, Defence Secre-
tary Rajesh Kumar Singh and For-
eign Secretary Vikram Misri. The
Nepal Army chief will also be meet-
ing Defence Minister Rajnath Singh.
On Thursday, he will be conferred
with the honorary rank of Indian
Army General at a grand ceremony
in Rashtrapati Bhavan. These en-
gagements are centred on strength-
ening defence cooperation, ad-
dressing regional challenges and
expanding industrial partnerships
under India's Atmanirbhar Bharat ini-
tiative. General Sigdel's visit to In-
dia is also considered important for
resolving the Gorkha recruitment
issue in the Indian Army.

Delhi records season's coldest morning
as minimum temperature drops to 4.9<C

Residents shivered as Delhi re-
corded the season's coldest morn-
ing on Thursday, December 12, as
the minimum tempera-
ture dropped to as low [
as 4.5 degrees Celsius :
the weather department
said. The Safdarjung
weather station re-
corded the minimum
temperature at 4.5 de-
grees Celsius at 8:30
am, which was four notches below
normal, according to the India Me-
teorological Department (IMD). A
drop of 0.4 degrees Celsius in the
24-hour average temperature was re-
corded on the second consecutive
day of cold wave on Thursday as
school children and office-goers
found it very hard to fight off the chill.
People could be seen sitting around
bonfires to keep themselves warm
amid the biting cold. Meanwhile, the
minimum temperature recorded by
the Palam weather station stood at 6
degrees Celsius at 8:30 am, which
was three degrees below normal. The

Palam station saw a -0.2 degrees
shift in the 24-hour average tempera-
ture. On Wednesday, Delhi's mini-

mum temperature was recorded at4.9
degrees Celsius, the previous cold-
est this season, dropping 5 degrees
below normal for the first time this
winter season. The significant dip
comes just days after the Met De-
partment had predicted a sharp dip
in temperature by Thursday in the na-
tional capital due to a cold wave which
is also expected to affect the states
of Punjab, Haryana and Uttar Pradesh.
According to the IMD, a cold wave in
the plains is declared when the mini-
mum temperature dips to 4 degrees or
below, and also when it drops between
4.5-6.4 degrees from the normal.

jab on public sector banks invites Nirmala Sitharaman’s potshot

position in Lok Sabha said that he

distress at the state of our public
sector banks and the
impact of it on common
people". "Public Sector
Banks were designed to
give every Indian access
to credit. The Modi gov-
ernment has turned
these lifelines of the
masses into private fin-
anciers for only the rich

met a delegation from the All India and powerful corporations,” he
Banking Officers Confederation ear- tweeted. The Congress MP further
lier in the day, "who expressed their alleged that PSBs were being

forced to prioritise profit over people
and are also expected to reach
unachievable targets despite staff
shortages and a toxic work environ-
ment. He claimed women employ-
ees were not given equal opportuni-
ties or advancement avenues and
forced to bear the brunt of the dis-
satisfied public. "The Modi govern-
ment must stop using PSBs as an
unlimited source of funds for their
fraudulent friends. There's also
more to a public sector bank than a
dividend cheque to the government

at the end of the year," Rahul
Gandhi added. Countering Rahul
Gandhi's "baseless" allegations,
Union Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman asserted that the
country's banking sector and espe-
cially PSBs have witnessed a "re-
markable turnaround" under PM
Modi's leadership. She claimed that
high concentration of corporate
credit and indiscriminate lending dur-
ing the tenure of the Congress-led
UPA regime resulted in significant
deterioration of PSBs.
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Earlier this month, tragic news
from Texas brought the abortion
debate into sharp focus.

According to a media report, a
pregnant woman died because
medical staff delayed care due to
fear of legal repercussions under
the state's strict abortion laws.
Such stories underline the life-
threatening consequences of re-
stricting reproductive rights.Vice
President Kamala Harris made
abortion rights the heart of her cam-
paign, but President-elect Donald
Trump first waffled on his positions
on abortion but towards the end of
his campaign he finally admitted he
would "not support a federal abor-
tion ban, under any circum-
stances." But the abortion rights
activist fear Trump might do the
opposite. America may become
intolerant to unwanted pregnan-
cies. It may become a place where
coming out of the closest could be
looked down upon. In any case,
across the US, 41 states now en-
force abortion bans, many with mi-
nor exceptions. Thirteen of these
have outright bans, leaving women
with few options even in cases of
severe health risks.

Meanwhile, on the other side of
the world, countries like Iran, Iraq,
and Saudi Arabia enforce equally
harsh abortion restrictions, rooted in
religious principles. In Iran, the
Youthful Population and Protection
of the Family Law, introduced in
2021, has made obtaining an abor-
tion even harder, emphasising state
control over women's reproductive
choices.What ties these regions to-
gether is a shared ideological con-
servatism-one that prioritises the
moral sanctity of foetal life over
women's autonomy. In both conser-
vative US states and Islamic funda-
mentalist societies, the convergence
of politics, religion, and societal
norms has turned women's health
into a battleground.l am writing these
lines from a liberal man's perspec-
tive but | often hear in my Muslim
friends and families' circles strong ar-
guments in support of abortion bans.

The idea here is to show that the
two sides might be sworn enemies,
almost incapable of seeing eye to
eye, but quite interestingly they
speak the same ideological language
and practise the same dogma.
Whether it's on religion or abortion
or whether it's on the role of women
and their collective disdain for gay
people. It's hard to believe how much
they have in common-until you re-
member they can't stand each other.
I'm talking more Evangelicals in
America and Muslim fundamental-
ists in the Islamic world.

Two sides of the same
ideological coin

Strange bedfellows? politically

yes but ideologically not quite. They
are more like two sides of the same
ultra-conservative coin, but wittingly
or unwittingly locked in a battle of
supremacy. Recently, the world
watched, as a young Iranian woman
staged a bold protest, removing her
hijab and clothes in public at a uni-
versity, defying a government that
enforces compulsory hijab laws with
a heavy hand. Her act of rebellion
harks back to the tragic case of
Mahsa Amini, a Kurdish-Iranian
woman who died in police custody
in 2022 after being detained for not
wearing her hijab "properly." The na-
tionwide protests following Amini's
death highlighted the deep resent-
ment against these restrictive
laws.So, in one world-the conserva-
tive US states-women fear criminali-
sation for seeking abortions, bound
by laws that strip them of autonomy
over their own bodies. In another
world-places like Iran-women defy
oppressive mandates, risking every-
thing to assert their right to freedom.|
have often wondered about two
things, without giving them much
thought: how the Evangelicals of
America and the ultra-fundamental-
ists of Iran and other Islamic states,
such as Saudi Arabia, seem to
speak the same language and use

identical idioms-yet why do they
hate each other despite being cut
from the same ideological cloth? But
first, let's take a quick look at some
of the views the two sides share on
a variety of issues. Family Values, a
cornerstone of society: Both Islamic
and Evangelical fundamentalists
emphasise the centrality of the fam-
ily as a divinely ordained unit. In
many conservative Islamic societies,
family is seen as the bedrock of a
society, based on morality, with
strict roles for men as providers and
women as caretakers. | believe the
family structure is designed to pre-
serve religious and cultural traditions.
Evangelical Christians in the US
similarly prioritise family roles. They
too advocate for traditional gender
roles, with the husband as the head
of the household and the wife in a
submissive role. Both groups view the
family as under attack from liberal
views of secularists, such as single
parenthood, same-sex parenting
or gender fluidity. They see these
views as a threat to social order.

Homosexuality is against na-
ture: Conservative Rev Jerry
Falwell had once said: "AIDS is
the wrath of a just God against
homosexuals". Ayatollah Abdol-
Hamid Masoumi-Tehrani, an Ira-

Two Sides Of The Same Coin: Fundamentalists

Share Worldview Yet Remain Hostile

nian cleric, has referred to homo-
sexuality as a "moral corruption"
and aligned it with societal de-
cay, suggesting that such
behaviour brings misfortune upon
communities, a sentiment echo-
ing Falwell's rhetoric. Homosexu-
ality is widely condemned in con-
servative Islamic contexts, often
punished severely, including im-
prisonment or even execution in
some countries.

Gender fluidity is considered
unnatural and an affront.
Evangelicals oppose same-sex
marriages and gender identity
rights, viewing them as sins. For
them, only two genders exist --
male and female.Liberal Values
as Satan's Workshop: Both Is-
lamic and Evangelical fundamen-
talists reject liberal values, as-
sociating them with moral decay
and godlessness. In Islamic so-
cieties, liberal ideas like freedom
of speech, individualism, and
secularism are often condemned
as corrupting influences from the
West, undermining culture and
morality. Music, art and media that
challenge traditional norms are
viewed with suspicion.
Evangelicals similarly view liberal
values, such as LGBTQ+ rights,

reproductive freedom and secular
governance, as evidence of a decay.If
their views on many issues converge
and overlap, why do they hate each
other? | think it stems from histori-
cal, cultural and political factors.
Let's consider the following:

Historical Hostility and Religious
Exclusivity: Both Islamic and Evan-
gelical fundamentalists claim exclu-
sive access to ultimate truth, which
puts them in opposite camps. One
set of people views the other as mis-
guided at best or heretical at
worst.Historical Conflicts: In the Is-
lamic world, children in educated
families grow up knowing about the
Crusades, Spanish Inquisition and
centuries of atrocities committed
by the Catholics against Mus-
lims. Centuries of historical
clashes have left deep scars on
their psyche. Evangelical Chris-
tians often see Islam as a "threat
to Western civilisation," while Is-
lamic fundamentalists view Chris-
tian missionaries and Western ex-
pansion as attempts to undermine
their culture and religion.

Cultural Hegemony and

Identity Politics: Their shared ideo-
logical views are overshadowed by
cultural and nationalistic narratives
that pit them against each other.

Wake-up shot: Badal hit shows Punjab sleepwalking into Khalistani encore

The failed assassination at-
tempt on former Shiromani Akali
Dal president Sukhbir Badal by a
Khalistani terrorist should be a
wake-up call not just for the gov-
ernment of India and its security
agencies but also for the Punjab
government and political parties in
the state. At the very least, this
incident should jolt them out of de-
nial into accepting that for some
years now, Punjab has been slid-
ing into Khalistani extremism.
Alas, the response will be anything
but an acknowledgement of the
unfolding crisis. The entire effort
will be to cover up and pretend isab
changa sif (all is well). The Punjab
police pat itself on the back. the
Bharatiya Janata Party, the SAD,
and the Congress blamed the Aam
Aadmi Partyis misgovernance. The
AAP will blame its predecessors
and deflect responsibility. The
Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak
Committee will duck responsibility
by demanding a itransparent and
unbiasedi inquiry and blaming the
incident on unresolved issues. In
short, itis the Ostrich Syndrome 6
bury your head in the sand to first
deny a storm is approaching, and
when it is upon you, hope it will
pass you by. Slowly but surely the
dark and dismal days of the 1980s
and early 1990s are returning and
everyone is sleepwalking into a di-
saster, eyes wide open, but brains
shut off.

The signs of the bad days re-
turning to Punjab fi over 30,000
people were killed in the Khalistani
terrorism that ravaged the state in
the 1980s and early 1990s f are
everywhere. The loony radical ide-
ology espousing the cause of
Khalistan is no longer the fringe.
Two MPs linked to Khalistani radi-
calism were elected to Lok Sabha
in the general elections.
Gurudwaras in Punjab are awash
with iconography celebrating the
cult of Jarnail Singh Bindranwala.
Demonstrations in Gurudwaras, in-
cluding the Hari Mandir Sahib are
routine. Terrorists are eulogised and
organisations like SGPC openly
side with Khalistani and build pres-
sure for the release of terrorists sen-
tenced for heinous crimes, includ-
ing the assassination of former
chief minister Beant Singh. This
and more is blithely ignored by the
state police and government.

There was a time, from the
mid-1990s to the mid-2000s, when
no one would dare to associate
with this pernicious imovementt,
partly because of the abhorrence
it evoked for people who suffered
immeasurably during the violence,
and partly because state agencies
came down like a tonne of bricks
on anyone who identified with this
icausel. No longer.

It is now all pretty open. The
cops, the administration, and poli-
ticians cower in fear of taking on

the supporters of Khalistan. And
because they donit have the stom-
ach to take them on, they prefer to
deny it is a rapidly metastasising
problem. The result: Sikhism is
once again being hijacked by ex-
tremists, many of whom are linked
to transnational crime syndicates
involved in money laundering (us-
ing the music industry), drug smug-
gling, gun running, human traffick-
ing, and old-fashioned gangsterism
i extortion, protection rackets,
land grabbing, murder for hire,
criminal intimidation, you name it.
There are allegations that elements
in the political class and the police
are also involved in some of these
rackets.

The situation today hasnit
emerged suddenly. It can be traced
back to around 2004-05 when
Bhindranwale posters started ap-
pearing in Punjab. The SAD-BJP
government, which came into
power in 2007, did nothing to nip
this trend in the bud. Instead, it
unwittingly created space for the
radicals by preferring to look the
other way. Slowly but surely, ex-
tremists began to re-emerge and
once again peddle their propaganda
and manufactured grievances.

Subsequently, there were seri-
ous allegations levelled against the
AAP for flirting with dubious ele-
ments with links to the Khalistani
gangs in countries like the US,
Canada, the UK, and Australia. The

Congress, which resisted this flir-
tation, had its problems. Some
Congress leaders played to the
gallery by blowing out of proportion
the beadabi incident as part of the
internal power struggle. Meanwhile,
in the Centre, the policy of ap-
peasement was adopted. But the
more Delhi reached out to Sikhs,
the more the extremists and radi-
cals got emboldened to push for
their pernicious agenda.

The SAD leadership is also
paying the wages for its soft-ped-
dling on the Khalistan issue.

The more it tried to ap-
pease the hardliners, the more the
top leadership undercut its politi-
cal position. The result is that the
withdrawal of the title Fakhr-e-
Quam that was bestowed upon the
late Prakash Singh Badal and the
punishment of penance meted
out to Sukhbir Badal. That
Punjab is sliding in a disastrous
direction is a no-brainer. The
governance deficit in the state
coupled with transnational
gangs making it their playground
and covering up their activities
by donning the cloak of a radi-
cal religious ideology is a dan-
gerous cocktail, made more po-
tent by economic decline and
foreign interference 6 Pakistan
of course, but also Canada and to
an extent a certain permissiveness
allowed to radicals in the UK, the
US, and Australia.



Defending his shock deci-
sion last week to declare mar-
tial law, South Korean Presi-
dent Yoon Suk Yeol on Thurs-
day lashed out at his political
opponents as "anti-state
forces" and said suspension of
civilian rule was needed to in-
vestigate the election commis-
sion, which was "hacked" by
North Korea. Mr Yoon said his
short-lived martial law order was
a legal move to protect democ-
racy.

The President's comments
came as the leader of his own
People Power Party (PPP) said
Mr Yoon had shown no signs of
resigning and must be im-
peached. Mr Yoon, who is likely
to face the second impeach-
ment vote in parliament on Sat-
urday, vowed to fight "until the
very last minute". This would be
the second impeachment vote
against the President after the

first one, a week ago, failed be-
cause most of the ruling party
boycotted the vote. "l apologize
again to the people who must
have been surprised and anxious
due to the martial law," he said
in a lengthy address broadcast
on television. Trying to justify his
move of declaring emergency
rule in the first place, the Presi-
dent said the "criminal groups"
that have paralysed state affairs
and disrupted the rule of law must

be stopped at all costs from tak-

ing over the government. "Please
trust me in my warm loyalty to
the people," he said adding that
the National Election Commis-
sion of South Korea was hacked
by North Korea last year but the
independent agency refused to
cooperate in an investigation and
inspection of its system to safe-
guard integrity. Mr Yoon states
the refusal was enough to raise
questions about the integrity of
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South Korea's President Yoon Defends
Martial Law Decree, Vows To Fight "Till The End"

the April 2024 election and led
him to declare martial law. The
President's People Power Party
suffered a crushing defeat in the
April election, allowing the main
opposition, the Democratic
Party, to get overwhelming con-
trol of the single-chamber as-
sembly. "The National Assembly,
dominated by the large opposi-
tion party, has become a mon-
ster that destroys the constitu-
tional order of liberal democracy,"

Mr Yoon said in the televised
address. But, he said, he would
"not avoid legal and political re-
sponsibility regarding the dec-
laration of martial law".
Criminal Probe Against
The President
The South Korean President
is under criminal investigation
for alleged insurrection over the
botched December 3 martial
law declaration that sparked the
biggest political crisis in Asia's
fourth-largest economy in de-
cades.

Lawmakers broke
through a police cordon, some
by scaling the fence, to enter
the country's parliament and de-
mand the President rescind the
emergency decree within hours
of the declaration. A probe into
last week's turmoil has swiftly
gathered pace, with police on
Wednesday attempting to raid
the President's office.

FBI Director Chris Wray To Resign Before Trump Takes Office

FBI Director Chris Wray will
step down from his post early next
year, he said on Wednesday, after
Republican President-elect Donald
Trump signaled his intent to fire the
veteran official and replace him
with firebrand Kash Patel. His res-
ignation makes him the second
straight FBI director driven out by
Mr Trump, who during his first term
in office fired Wray's predecessor
James Comey, after souring on him
over the FBI's investigations into
alleged contacts between Trump's
2016 campaign and Russia. Mr
Wray will leave before the end of
the 10-year term that Trump him-
self appointed him to in 2017. "In
my view, this is the best way to

Tehran, lIranis First Vice Presi-
dent Mohammad Reza Aref affirmed
the countryis commitment to nego-
tiations over its nuclear program but
firmly rejected any form of ipaying
a ransom,i according to Iranis offi-
cial news agency IRNA.During a
visit to the Atomic Energy Organi-
zation of Iran, Aref criticised West-
ern threats to activate the snapback
mechanism, which would reinstate
international sanctions against
Tehran. He emphasised Iranis fo-
cus on iconstructive interactioni to
lift icruel sanctionsi while continu-
ing ipeaceful nuclear activities.1

Aref reaffirmed Iranis readiness
to rejoin the 2015 Joint Comprehen-
sive Plan of Action (JCPOA) if other
parties also return to compliance.

avoid dragging the bureau deeper
into the fray, while reinforcing the

values and principles that are so
important to how we do our work,"
Mr Wray told FBI employees in a
town hall meeting. Mr Trump and

He highlighted Iranis transparency
in its nuclear activities and adher-
ence to the safeguards agreement,
which ensures the peaceful use of
nuclear materials and technology,
news agency reported. Rejecting
recent Western statements on the
snapback mechanism, Aref warned
that such actions would effectively
end the JCPOA, adding, iOur strat-
egy is action for action.i Iran signed
the JCPOA with world powers in
2015, agreeing to limits on its
nuclear activities in exchange for
sanctions relief. However, the US
withdrew in 2018 and reimposed
sanctions, prompting Iran to scale
back its commitments. Talks to
revive the deal, ongoing since 2021,
remain stalled.

his hardline allies turned on Wray,
and the FBI more generally, after
agents con-
ducted a court-
approved search
of Mr Trump's
Florida resort in
2022 to recover
classified docu-
ments he had re-
tained after leav-
ing office. That
sparked one of
two federal pros-

i ecutions Trump
faced while out of power, neither
of which went to trial. Mr Trump
denied wrongdoing and described
all the cases against him as po-

[ran not to epay ransomi to West over nuclear program says first Vice President Reza Aref
-

litically motivated. Federal pros-
ecutors ended their efforts after his
election, citing longstanding Jus-
tice Department policy not to pros-
ecute a sitting president. Mr
Trump's Republican allies joined
him in alleging that the FBI had be-
come politicized, though there is no
evidence that Democratic President
Joe Biden interfered with its inves-
tigative processes. On his social
media platform Truth Social, Mr
Trump called Wray's resignation "a
great day for America." "It will end
the Weaponization of what has be-
come known as the United States
Department of Injustice. | just don't
know what happened to him," Mr
Trump wrote. As he has built out

his roster of Cabinet officials over
the past few weeks, Mr Trump has
assembled a team ready to carry
out two of his biggest priorities: ret-
ribution against his political adver-
saries and a wholesale reshaping
of the US government.

Mr Patel, who would need to be
confirmed by the US Senate, has
never worked at the FBI and only
spent three years at the Justice
Department earlier in his career in
the National Security Division's
Counterterrorism Section. If con-
firmed, he has pledged to shut
down the FBI's headquarters build-
ing in Washington and drastically
redefine the bureau's role with in-
telligence-gathering.
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US President-elect Donald Trump
has pledged "fully expedited per-
mits", including environmental ap-
provals, for companies thatinvest $1
billion in the country. Although he did
not specify who would be eligible for
the fast-tracked approvals, energy
projects, including natural gas pipe-
lines, export terminals, solar farms
and offshore wind turbines, meet the
billion-dollar criteria. In a post on his
Truth Social app on Tuesday, the
President-elect said that anyone
making a $1 billion investment in the
US iwill receive fully expedited ap-
provals and permits, including, but
in no way limited to, all environmen-
tal approvalsi. As per the US National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA),
government agencies are required to
assess environmental effects before
approving any energy or infrastruc-
ture projects like pipelines and high-
ways. Trump's announcement will
come as a boon to companies that
have long-complained about delays

regarding such assessments. Tech
billionaire Elon Musk, whose EV
company Tesla has been accused
of violating environmental regula-
tions in the US in the recent past,
praised Trump's announcement.
American environmental bodies
have, however, slammed the Presi-
dent-elect's decision, saying that it
violated NEPA and was illegal. Ev-
ergreen Action, a Washington-
based environmental group, said,
"We need to address permitting in
this country. Rigging the approval
process so only wealthy corpora-
tions benefit, ain't it."

iTrump is unabashedly and literally
offering to sell out America to the
highest corporate bidder," the Asso-
ciated Press quoted Lena Moffitt, the
executive director of Evergreen Ac-
tion, as saying. She said the plan
was iobviously illegali and another
example of Trump iputting special
interests and corporate polluters in
the driveris seat, which would result

in more pollution, higher costs and
fewer energy choices for the Ameri-
can people.i Meanwhile, Alexandra
Adams, chief policy advocacy officer

People donate over $31,000 for Luigi
Manglone s defence since his arrest

In the days since Luigi Mangione
was charged with murder for gunning
down a top health insurance execu-
tive, more than a thousand donations
have poured into an online fundraiser
for his legal defence, with messages
supporting him and even celebrat-

ing the crime. In New York,
"Wanted" posters with the faces of
CEOs have appeared on walls.

==

Websites are selling Mangione mer-
chandise, including hats with "CEO
Hunter" printed across a bullseye.
And some social media users have
swooned over his smile and six-
pack abs. Mangione has been
charged with murder for the killing
of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Th-
ompson, a father of two, in a brazen
shooting on December 4 outside a

Manhattan hotel before an industry
conference, setting off a five-day
manhunt for the masked assailant.

The crime he is accused of has
been broadly condemned, but the vy
League educated, photogenic 26-
year-old has become an unsettling
mixture of folk hero, celebrity, and
online crush in certain circles. His
support has only seemingly intensi-
fied since his arrest on Monday.

Most of the messages on the
crowd-sourced fundraising site
GiveSendGo reflect a deep frustra-
tion shared by many Americans over
the US healthcare system - where
some treatments and reimburse-
ments can be denied to patients de-
pending on their insurance coverage
- as well as broader anger over ris-
ing income inequality and soaring
executive pay.

Trump promises 'fully expedited' permits

for anyone investing $1 billion in US

at the Natural Resources Defense
Council, said Trump should be care-
ful what he wishes for. iWhat if some-
one wants to build a waste incinera-

tor next to Mar-a-Lago or a coal mine
next to Bedminster golf course?i she
said in reference to Trumpis Florida
residence and New Jer

UnitedHealthcare CEQ murder suspect's
outhurst as cops push him inside court

Luigi Mangione, the suspect
charged with murder in the shoot-
ing of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian
Thompson, had a brief struggle with
the officers and had an outburst
while he was being escorted inside
a court in Pennsylvania on
Tuesday.The 26-year-old vy League
graduate turned towards a group of
reporters and shouted in parts,
"completely out of touch" and "an
insult to the intelligence of the
American people". As Mangione
angrily made the remarks, the of-
ficers pushed and whisked him in-
side the courthouse. It was unclear
what he was referring to. Mangione,
who belongs to a prominent Mary-
land real estate family, is fighting
attempts to extradite him to New
York where he could face a murder
charge in the killing of Thompson.

Mangione is jailed in Pennsylvania
on gun and forgery charges after he
was denied bail, with prosecutors
saying he was too dangerous to be
released. During the brief hearing,
Mangione stared straight at the
hearing, occasionally looking at
papers, rocking in his chair or look-
ing back at the gallery. He at-
tempted to speak at one point but
his lawyer asked him to keep quiet.
"You canit rush to judgment in this
case or any case. Heis presumed
innocent. Letis not forget that," de-
fence lawyer Thomas Dickey said
after the hearing. At the time of his
arrest, police found a handwritten
document, where Mangione was dis-
mayed with what he described as
"parasitic" health insurance compa-
nies and accused them of corpo-
rate greed and power.

Baba Vanga's chilling prediction for Syria amid civil war; ‘A third world war...

With the massive civil war in Syria leading to the
collapse of the Bashar Al Assad regime, fans of the
famous blind mystic Baba Vanga are calling attention
to her chilling prediction about the fall of the country.
Notably, she also claimed that it could lead to World
War lll. Vanga, often referred to as the "Nostradamus
of the Baltics", was known for her alleged ability to
predict future events. She passed away in 1996. Her
predictions have eerily mirrored modern-day events,
including the 9/11 attacks in US, the global Covid pan-
demic and Princess Dianais death. Syria witnessed
an uprising last week after armed rebels took over the
capital Damascus, prompting Assad to flee to Russia.
The rebellion led to the collapse of the 14-year-old iron
rule of Assad.The dramatic events in Syria prompted

some to revisit Baba Vangais prophecy, which alleg-
edly predicted that Syriais downfall would ignite a ma-
jor conflict. "When Syria falls, a great war between the

West and the East will follow. In the spring, a conflict |

will ignite in the East, leading to a Third World War 6
a war that will destroy the West," she predicted, ac-
cording to a report in The Mirror. Baba Vanga's predic-
tions have lately become a source of great attention
on social media, with many people associating them
with modern global events. The blind Bulgarian mystic
have made several predictions for the year 2025 that
continue to intrigue her followers. Among her forecasts
is the potential for widespread internal strife in Europe,
leading to a significant population decline and regional
destruction.
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‘No t_)ad;_hévé time to watch TV Advertisement

No body have time to read Physical newspapers

It's social time.

Online News, Advertisement, Promotion Anytime anywhere.

Doesn’'t matter where are you.

Advertisement with Preetnama.
Promote your business with TalkShow
We gave social stage to show yourself and your Business.

Business Persons, Doctor,
Advocates, VISA, Tour Travel, Actor, Singers,

writers come Join or TalkShow

and Advertisement with us on national
& International based.

Search Just
Preetnama
Youtuhe
Facehook
Twitter
instragram
Linkedin
Tiktok

No ned to go anywhere, Just leave message on ' _
WhatsApp or email us. We will call you back.

Contact immediately
+1 201-312-4180,+1 917-328-8436

www.preetnama.com, www.preetnews.com
Email- preetnamausa@gmail.com




