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Diwali Celebration llluminates Town of

'

Town of North Hempstead, NY - The
hall at Clinton G. Martin Park was
aglow with the vibrant spirit of Diwali,
the Indian festival of lights, on Sunday,
November 3rd. Graciously hosted by
Town Clerk Ragini Srivastava, the
celebration was a resounding
success, drawing a diverse and
enthusiastic crowd. The event saw an

BT

2

é 8\

ol mlnu ‘v

impressive turnout of dignitaries,
including esteemed state and county
representatives, Town Board
members, community leaders,
representative from Consulate
General of India, and residents from
all walks of life.

From the moment guests arrived, they
were immersed in a captivating

atmosphere. The hall was
transformed into a radiant spectacle,
adorned with dazzling decorations
that reflected the beauty and
symbolism of Diwali. Shimmering
lights and colorful lanterns illuminated
the space, creating a truly magical
ambiance.

The celebration offered a delightful
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Diwali Celebration llluminates Town of
North Hempstea with Un|ty and Splndor
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showcase of Indian culture, initiating with the diya
lighting and featuring an immensely talented
ensemble of performers. Enthusiastic dancers,
adorned in vibrant costumes, captivated the audience
with their graceful movements and expressive
storytelling. Melodious music filled the air, as skilled
singers showcased their impressive talent.
Attendees were treated to a culinary journey through
India, with a delectable array of authentic dishes.
From savory samosas and aromatic vegetable
biryani to sweet gulab jamun and crispy jalebi, the
diverse menu tantalized taste buds and offered a
true taste of Indian cuisine.

A highlight of the evening was the recognition of
several outstanding individuals who have made
significant contributions to the community. The
honorees, representing diverse fields such as

education, healthcare and social service, were lauded

for their achievements, dedication, and commitment
to making a positive impact.

Town Clerk Ragini Srivastava received widespread
praise and heartfelt gratitude for her exceptional
leadership in organizing this remarkable event. The
vision and dedication in bringing together various Indian
communities and fostering a sense of unity among all
residents is truly commendable. The Diwali celebration
served as a testament to the Townis commitment to
inclusivity and celebrating its rich cultural diversity.
The event left a lasting impression on all who attended,
fostering a deeper understanding and appreciation for
Indian culture. It not only exhibited the beauty of Indian
traditions but also reinforced the strong bonds within
the community, demonstrating the power of unity and
shared celebration.
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Donald Trump thanks wife Melania with
a hug and kiss at Florida victory rally

Delivering his ‘victory speech' at the Florida Convention Centre, Donald Trump thanked

his wife Melania, saying she "has done a great job" and "works very hard".

Former US President Donald
Trump, while addressing his sup-
porters at the Florida Convention
Centre, thanked his wife and former
First Lady Melania Trump with a hug
and a kiss for supporting him dur-
ing his election campaign. Trump
called his impending victory the
"greatest political moment of all
time".

He was joined on stage by his
family, including his wife Melania,
his kids, his running mate JD Vance
and House Speaker Mike Johnson.
While addressing his supporters,
Trump also praised Melania's book,
calling it the top-selling book in the
country. Trump thanked an array of
people involved in his campaigns
leading up to the Presidential polls.
While on stage, he turned to thank
his "beautiful wife", saying she "has
done a great job" and "works very
hard". He also said Melania's late
mother would "be very happy right
now standing on this stage" and
would be "very proud".The former
President also thanked his
"amazing children”.

"This is the greatest political
moment of all times. There's never
been anything like this before. We
will help our country heal...we are
gonna fix our borders, we are gonna
heal everything," Trump said as his
supporters cheered for him.

Donald Trump also reacted to the
Republicans taking control of the
senate after four years. "America
has given us an unprecedented and
powerful mandate, we have taken
back control of the Senate."The 78-
year-old named several people dur-
ing his address, including SpaceX
CEO Elon Musk, whom he went on
to describe as a "star". The Former
President narrated how Elon Musk
travelled extensively to campaign for
him and even spent two weeks in
Philadelphia.He recalled watching a
SpaceX rocket launch, saying only
Elon was "capable of such a thing".

"That's why | love you, Elon,"
Trump said as the crowd roared.

saved a lot of lives. He saved a lot of
lives." Trump added that America
needs to "protect our super ge-
niuses", saying, "We don't have that
many of them." JD Vance, whom
Trump called on stage to say a few
words, called Trump's performance
in the Presidential polls the
"greatest political comeback
in the history of the United
States of America". Further-
more, Donald Trump asserted
that he would end wars, add-
ing that no wars were fought
during his previous term as
President."We had no wars, for
four years we had no wars. Ex-
cept we defeated ISIS. We de-
feated ISIS in record time, but we
had no wars. They said 'he will start
a war'. I'm not going to start a war,

He also praised Elon Musk's use temin the aftermath of a recent hur- seven swing states that witnessed I'm going to stop the wars," Trump
of the Starlink communications sys- ricane in North Carolina - one of the an intense battle. "It was great, it asserted.

Melania Trump vows to 'safeqguard heart
of our republic’ after husband's poll win

Former US First Lady Melania Trump has vowed  our nation rejoining in commitment to each other
to "safeguard the heart of our republic” following and rising above ideology for the sake of indi-
her husband and Republican
candidate, Donald Trump's |
historic victory in the Novem-
ber 5 US presidential
election.After comfortably
defeating his Democratic ri-
val Kamala Harris despite
polls suggesting that it
would be a very tight race,
Donald Trump, 78, has now
become the first former
president to return to the
White House in over 130
years and the oldest man to
be elected to the nation's

highest office.In a tweet on Wednesday night,
the former First Lady thanked voters for choos-
ing her husband to lead the country for the next
four years, adding that a "majority of Americans
have entrusted us with this important
responsibility"."We will safeguard the heart of our
republic A freedom. | anticipate the citizens of

Georgia and North Carolina.

He now appears to be on track for a clean sweep
of all seven swing states that were
crucial for a win.The American
media has projected that the former
President is also expected to win
| the overall popular vote, which
| he fell short of in 2016 when he
was first elected to the White
House.

Trump also has a solid lead in
Nevada and Arizona, the two
swing states where the vote
count is still
ongoing.Meanwhile, Kamala
Harris conceded defeat on
Wednesday evening and called
her Republican opponent to congratulate him
on his victory.In her first post-election ad-
dress to supporters, the outgoing Vice Presi-
dent emphasised that the administration would
ensure a peaceful transfer of power, indirectly
referring to Trumpis refusal to vacate the White
House following his loss in the 2020 election.

vidual liberty, economic prosperity, and security,"
she said."American energy, skill, and initiative
will bring together our best minds to propel our
nation forward forevermore. "Trump secured his
historic win after sweeping several of the key
battleground, or swing, states, with projected vic-
tories in Michigan, Pennsylvania, Wisconsin,
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Water Soluble Fertilizers: The Key to Improving
Environment Friendlyness and Crop Productivity.

nificantly increased plant growth (fresh and
dry weight) and green fodder yield of maize.
The nutritional quality of the forage also
improved compared to conventional prac-
tices.

Policies and subsidies promoting the use
of environmentally friendly and efficient fer-
tilizers, such as water-soluble fertilizers,
should be strengthened. Water-soluble fer-
tilizers should be integrated with other sus-
tainable agricultural practices, such as
crop rotation, organic matter incorporation,
and water management techniques. Wa-
ter-soluble fertilizers represent a sustain-
able and efficient alternative to conventional
fertilizers in maize forage production. They
improve fertilizer use efficiency, restore soil
health, and ensure higher forage yields
without compromising quality. Water-
soluble fertilizers offer a balanced, environ-
mentally friendly, and cost-effective ap-
proach that can help farmers maintain ag-
ricultural productivity while reducing envi-
ronmental risks. Water-soluble fertilizersé
Fertilizer use has emerged as a major ag-
ricultural constraint to increase efficiency,
restore soil health, and maintain high yields
in forage crops such as maize. Conven-
tional fertilizers often cause uneven nutri-
ent distribution, poor crop response, and
environmental damage. In contrast, water-
soluble fertilizers provide a balanced nutri-
ent supply, improve soil health, and pre-
vent issues such as nitrate accumulation
in forage, which can harm livestock. Fertil-
izer application is important in fodder pro-
duction, but it comes with challenges.
While increasing biomass and crude pro-
tein in maize forage, nitrogen-heavy fertil-
izers can result in nitrate accumulation,
which can harm livestock. Effective fertil-
izer use ensures balanced nutrient supply,
improves crop response, and reduces en-
vironmental impacts. Indiscriminate fertil-
izer application can lead to poor crop yields,
degradation of soil health, and pollution.
Field trials reveal considerable variability
in nutrient supply, nutrient use efficiency,
and crop responses. Such inconsistencies
in fields affect overall forage productivity.
To combat these inefficiencies, precise nu-
trient and crop management tailored to spe-
cific field characteristics is essential. A
knowledge-intensive approach to managing
soil and fertilizer distribution can signifi-
cantly improve results in forage production.
Water-soluble fertilizers offer a promising
solution by offering better nutrients to
plants. These fertilizers are completely
water soluble and have a low salt index,
making them easy to apply as a foliar spray
or through irrigation. Available in various
NPK formulations (e.g., 19-19-19), water-
soluble fertilizers also contain secondary
nutrients such as sulfur and zinc. They
ensure that nutrients remain available to
crops without being affected by environmen-
tal factors such as leaching, erosion, or
evaporation.

Water-soluble fertilizers improve nutrient
use efficiency by preventing nutrient loss.
For example, about 25A30% of the recom-
mended fertilizer dose can be saved
through water-soluble fertilizers, reducing
input costs for farmers.
These fertilizers do not
contribute to salt accumu-
lation in the soil, main-
taining soil health in the long term. Water-
soluble fertilizers can be used in a wide
variety of field conditions and provide an
efficient, balanced nutrient supply, leading
to higher forage yields and improved for-
age nutritional quality.

While water-soluble fertilizers provide many
benefits, there is a risk of nutrient over-
load if they are overapplied or improperly
diluted, which can result in phytotoxic in-
jury (plant damage). This underscores the
need for careful monitoring and manage-
ment to ensure correct dosage and appli-
cation techniques. A field trial conducted
by Krishi Vigan Kendra, Barnala, assessed
the effectiveness of water-soluble fertiliz-
ers (NPK 19-19-19) in maize fodder pro-
duction. The study compared three fertil-
izer management practices: Kisan (RDF)
and foliar application of water-soluble fer-
tilizers. Tests showed that foliar applica-
tion of water-soluble fertilizers at 1% con-
centration, combined with 75% RDF, sig-

Dr. Satyawan

Saurabh

Water-soluble fertilizers
reduce leaching, runoff
losses of key nutrients (N,
P, K), and nitrogen volatil-
ization, which translates into lower produc-
tion costs and reduced environmental im-
pact.

Less nutrient wastage and better efficiency
result in less financial burden for farmers,
especially in terms of fertilizer costs. Israel,
which is known for its water-efficient agri-
cultural practices, has adopted which in-
tegrates irrigation with fertilizer application.
Water-soluble fertilizers are dissolved in ir-
rigation water and delivered directly to the
root zone through drip irrigation systems.
Australian farmers combine the use of wa-
ter-soluble fertilizers with organic and slow-
release fertilizers to achieve a balanced
nutritional profile. Japan has been at the
forefront of developing controlled-release
water-soluble fertilizers, which allow nutri-
ents to be released slowly over long peri-
ods of time. In Europe, especially in coun-
tries such as the Netherlands, sustainable
agriculture certification schemes encourage
the use of water-soluble fertilizers in com-

bination with environmentally friendly farm-
ing practices. Farmers need to be educated
about the benefits of water-soluble fertiliz-
ers and proper application methods. Preci-
sion farming techniques like soil testing and
nutrient mapping should be integrated with
the use of water-soluble fertilizers. This en-
sures that nutrient management is tailored
to specific field conditions, reducing wast-
age and improving crop responses. Ongo-
ing research should focus on the develop-
ment of new water-soluble fertilizers that
cater to different crops and environmental
conditions. Policies and subsidies promot-
ing the use of environmentally friendly and
efficient fertilizers, such as water-soluble
fertilizers, should be strengthened. Water-
soluble fertilizers should be integrated with
other sustainable agricultural practices,
such as crop rotation, organic matter in-
corporation, and water management tech-
niques. Water-soluble fertilizers represent
a sustainable and efficient alternative to con-
ventional fertilizers in maize forage produc-
tion. They improve fertilizer use efficiency,
restore soil health, and ensure higher for-
age yields without compromising quality.
Water-soluble fertilizers offer a balanced,
environmentally friendly, and cost-effective
approach that can help farmers maintain ag-
ricultural productivity while reducing environ-
mental risks.

How US media covered Donald Trump's
win over Kamala Harris In the 2024 polis

Republican Donald Trump has secured

ied widely, with tones and narratives re-

of Trumpis win on the national identity.The

over 270 electoral votes, defeating Kamala flecting the broader implications of his re- Washington Post ran a story titled,

Harris in the 2024 US presidential elec-
tion. On Wednesday, Trump was
elected as the 47th President of
the United States, marking a
comeback for the former president
who previously disputed his 2020
election loss, faced felony convic-
tions, survived two assassination
attempts, and was associated
with the Capitol riot of January 6,
2021.Trump received 295 electoral
votes and more than 72 million
popular votes, surpassing Kamala
Harris's 226 electoral votes and
nearly 67 million popular votes.
This historic win makes Trump the
first president in 132 years to be elected
to a non-consecutive second term, follow-
ing Grover Clevelandis 1892 victory.US
media coverage of Trumpis victory has var-

turn to power for a second term.The New

York Times led with the headline,
"TRUMP'S AMERICA: VICTORY
CHANGES NATION'S SENSE OF IT-
SELF," emphasising the profound impact

"Trumpis Win Fuelled by a Changed GOP,"
describing how shifts within
the Republican Party,
largely shaped by Trump
himself, led him to secure
the nomination as early as
March 2024.The Wall Street
Journal headlined with,
"DONALD TRUMP IS
ELECTED 47TH U.S.
PRESIDENT," reporting on
he details of his victory.In
her concession speech, Ka-
mala Harris urged her sup-
porters to "accept the re-
sults of the
election".Meanwhile, HuffPost captured
the shock among Democrats with their
headline, "What. Just. Happened? Demo-
crats in Shock.
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Who is Kash Patel, Trump loyalist ===
who could be next CIA chief?

Republican Donald Trump edged
past his Democratic challenger
Kamala Harris and is set to return
as US President for a second term.
Trump's stunning performance was
due to his strong showings in the
swing states and easily crossed
the 270 electoral votes needed to
clinch the presidency.When he
assumes his role, the 78-year-old
President-elect is expected to se-
lect high-ranking administration of-
ficials for his cabinet. Among po-
tential candidates for the high-rank-
ing posts is Kashyap 'Kash' Patel,
an Indian-origin Trump loyalist,
whose name is being floated as a
choice for CIA Director.A former
Republican House staffer, who
served in various high-ranking staff
roles in the defence and intelli-
gence communities during Trump's
first term, Patel has frequently ap-
peared on the campaign trail to rally
support for the Republican candi-
date. He served as the former Chief
of Staff to Acting Secretary of De-

Donald Trump's victory in the
2024 US presidential election
might have prevented Kamala
Harris from creating history, but
Indians have several other rea-
sons to cheer. Among them is
the India connection of Usha
Chilukuri Vance, the wife of
Trump's running mate and now

fence Christopher Miller.Born in
New York on February 25, 1980, to
Indian immigrant parents from East
Africa, Patel has roots in Vadodara,
Gujarat. He completed his under-
graduate studies at the University
of Richmond and earned a law de-
gree, along with a Certificate in In-
ternational Law from University
College London.Patel initially faced
challenges securing a role at top
law firms, leading him to start his
career as a public defender. He
spent nearly nine years in Miami
courts, handling complex cases in-
cluding murder, narco-trafficking,
and financial crimes. Patel
transitioned to the federal govern-
ment by joining the Department of
Justice as a terrorism prosecutor,
leading investigations and pros-
ecutions of individuals associated
with groups like Al-Qaeda and ISIS.
He also served as the Justice
Departmentis Liaison Officer to
Joint Special Operations Command
(JSOC), collaborating on global

L 4

the vice president-elect, JD
Vance.The desi fanbase has
now shifted its attention to Usha
Chilukuri Vance, whose parents

hail from Chilakaluripeta,
Andhra Pradesh. Andhra is one
of the two Telugu states.This
comes at a time when the
Telugu-speaking population in

counterterrorism operations.Later,
he was appointed Principal Deputy
to the Acting Director of National
Intelligence, overseeing the 17 in-
telligence community agencies and
delivering the Presidentis Daily
Briefing.

HOUSE INTEL COMMITTEE AND
NUNES MEMO

A key point in Patelis career came
when he was hired by Rep. Devin
Nunes, then chairman of the House
Permanent Select Committee on
Intelligence, to lead the
committeeis investigation into Rus-
sian interference in the 2016 presi-
dential election.Patel played a sig-
nificant role in drafting the iNunes
Memo,i a four-page report critical
of the Justice Departmentis meth-
ods in obtaining a surveillance war-
rant for a former Trump campaign
volunteer. The memo garnered sig-
nificant attention and impressed
Trump.

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
AND OTHER ROLES

Why Trump victory will get  loud Telugu cheer

the US has quadrupled from 3.2
lakh in 2016 to 12.3 lakh in
2024. Telugu is now the 11th
most-spoken foreign language
and the third most-spoken In-
dian language in the US.Usha
Chilukuri Vance was born and
brought up in California, the
American state with the largest
Telugu-speaking population with
nearly 200,000 residents.Such
is the political clout of the small
Indian community in the US that

' Indians would have got to cel-
. ebrate whichever side won the

polls. Prayers were held for both
the Democrats and Republicans
in two villages in
India.Thousands of kilometres
from the US, a temple in Tamil
Nadu's Thulasendrapuram vil-
lage echoed with chants and
hymns as villagers gathered to
pray for Democratic Party can-
didate Kamala Harris.

1% 4
Patelis work on the Nunes Memo
led to prominent roles within the
Trump administration. In February
2019, he joined the National Secu-
rity Council (NSC) as a staffer and
later became Senior Director of the
Counterterrorism Directorate.In this
role, he oversaw the execution of
several of Trumpis top priorities, in-

cluding operations against ISIS and
Al-Qaeda leaders and the safe re-
patriation of American hostages
held by the Syrian government.In
February 2020, Patel moved to the
Office of the Director of National In-
telligence (ODNI) as Principal
Deputy to Acting Director Richard
Grenell.

Trump doubts EVMs in US
polls, says he will concede
defeat to Kamala Harris if...

Former US President and Re-
publican presidential candidate
Donald Trump cast his ballot on
Tuesday in Florida for the 2024
presidential election. Speaking
to reporters, Trump said he is
ready to concede defeat if the
"election results were fair", but
once again voiced concerns over
the security of electronic voting
systems (EVMs)."If | lose an

election, if it's a fair election, |
would be the first one to acknowl-
edge it," Trump stated. "So far, |
think it's been fair," he added, as
reported by news agency AFP.
The former US president has re-
peatedly questioned the reliabil-
ity of electronic voting machines,
asserting that they may compro-

mise election integrity compared
to traditional paper ballots.After
months of vigorous campaigning
from Democratic nominee Kamala
Harris and her Republican oppo-
nent Donald Trump, Americans are
finally heading to the polls to de-
cide their next president.With
early voting breaking records, tens
of millions of Americans have al-
ready cast their ballots either by
mail or in person at poll-
ing stations. According to
the University of Florida's
Election Lab, over 82 mil-
lion votes were submitted
ahead of election day,
with various polls predict-
ing a neck-and-neck con-
test, which leaves the
« electoral battle to the
~ swing states to decide
the fate of the White
House.During his conver-
sation with the media,
Trump criticised the use of voting
machines, claiming that they not
only inflate costs but also create
delays in determining results. He
argued that a return to paper ballots,
along with measures such as voter
ID, proof of citizenship, and single-
day voting, would provide greater
transparency and faster results.
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Modi and who else will be the

happiest with a Trump White House?

As Donald Trump returns to office, a few major global players will be celebrating. From
Narendra Modi's strategic gains to Vladimir Putin's geopolitical freedom, this story dives
into who stands to benefit most from a Trump comeback.

So, Donald Trump has pulled off
another stunning comeback in 2024.
And letis be realothere are a few
major players in the global arena who
would pop some champagne be-
cause of his magnificent victory. Letis
dive into who these five might be, and
why they would be celebrating.

Narendra Modi

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and Trump had a visible camarade-
rie, marked by events like the Hous-
ton iHowdy, Modi!T rally. Under
Trump, India received strong US sup-
port on defence and countering
Chinais influence in the Indo-Pacific.
Modi might welcome Trumpis return
for the potential of bolstered defence
deals, shared strategic goals, and a
more assertive stance against China.
For Modi, itis about continuity with
a leader who gets Indiais regional
ambitions.

Sheikh Hasina

Sheikh Hasina, Bangladesh's
longest-serving prime minister, was
ousted in August 2024 following
mass protests and fled to India.
Trumpis return could offer her a dip-
lomatic lifeline, as his administration
might prioritise strategic alliances
over internal governance issues. This
shift could facilitate her political
comeback, providing a platform to
challenge the interim governmentled
by Muhammad Yunus. For Hasina,
Trump's presidency represents an

opportunity to regain influence and
counteract the forces that led to her
ousting.
Elon Musk

Elon Musk made no secret of his
favourable leanings toward Trumpis
vision of streamlined governance.
Musk has already positioned himself
as a vocal critic of government ineffi-
ciency and red tape, especially
around the regulatory barriers to in-
novation. With discussions about
him potentially heading a new depart-
ment for government efficiency, Musk
may be viewing Trump's win as a
chance to overhaul how America in-
novates and functions. For Musk, a
Trump comeback is about more than
tax cutsaitis a shot at reshaping US
governance in a Silicon Valley mould,
with potentially himself leading the
charge.

Viadimir Putin

When Trump first took office in
2016, Russian President Viadimir
Putin saw an American president
willing to question NATO, criticise
long-standing allies, and even con-
sider pulling out of global alliances.
Under Trump, Russia had more lee-
way to push its agenda without the
US clamping down hard on every
move. A Trump return could mean
lighter sanctions, maybe even a
friendlier ear when it comes to the
Ukraine conflict, and a lot less pres-
sure from Washington. For Moscow,

thatis a major win.Saudi Arabia
and MBS Now, Saudi Arabia and
Trump go way back to his first over-
seas visit as president. Under Trump,
the US-Saudi relationship was more
about oil and mutual convenience.
He did not criticise their human
rights record, and he backed them
in their feud with Iran. As Trump re-

| turns to the Oval Office, Mohammed

bin Salman Al Saud could likely ex-
pect the same relaxed stance. More
arms deals, more shared interests,
and less interferenceéthatis the
Saudi wish list.
Kim Jong-Un

Hereis one we did not expect a
few years back: North Korea. Re-
member the ilove lettersi between
Trump and Kim Jong-Un? Trump was
the first sitting US president to meet
with a North Korean leader, and that
level of engagement was unprec-
edented. While it didnit lead to any
major breakthroughs, it gave Kim a
legitimacy boost. ATrump 2024 win
means a fresh opportunity for North

Korea to negotiate directly with the
US, bypassing the usual ibad guyt
treatment.
Benjamin Netanyahu

Former Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu and Donald
Trump shared a notably close rela-
tionship during Trump's first term,
marked by significant policy shifts
such as the relocation of the US em-
bassy to Jerusalem and the recogni-
tion of Israeli sovereignty over the
Golan Heights. These actions were
celebrated by Netanyahu and bol-
stered his political standing. In the
context of Israel's recent military ac-
tions in Gaza and Lebanon, Trump has
expressed unwavering support for
Israel's right to defend itself,
emphasising the need to "finish the
job" against adversaries like Hamas
and Hezbollah. This stance aligns with
Netanyahu's hardline approach to re-
gional security threats. Trumpis return
to the White House could mean a re-
vival of this strong bilateral relationship,
providing Netanyahu and his allies with

robust US backing in their security and
diplomatic endeavours.
China

This oneis complicated: China.
While Trump was notoriously tough on
Chinadtariffs, trade wars, and alléhe
also threw the US foreign policy es-
tablishment into chaos. With Trump
in office, Beijing might calculate that
the US would be more unpredictable,
possibly even less globally assertive.
And adistracted, divided America gives
China more room to manoeuvre in the
South China Sea and even on the Tai-
wan front. Beijingis planners could see
a second Trump term as both a chal-
lenge and an opportunity.So, from
Dhaka to Delhi, Moscow to Riyadh,
Pyongyang to Tel Aviv, and even
Beijingbthere are a few key players
whoid be rooting for a Trump come-
back. For some, itis about freedom
from US interference. For others, itis
a shot at big strategic gains. But one
thingis for sure: as Trump takes the
White House again, the world will be
watching every single move.

Florida voters reject hallot measure to
overturn state's 6-week abortion han

Florida voters Tuesday rejected creating a consti-
tutional right to abortion, a political win for Republi-
can Governor Ron DeSantis that will keep in place
the stateis ban on most abortions after the first six
weeks of pregnancy.ltis the first ballot measure vic-
tory for abortion opponents in any state since the US
Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade in 2022, a
decision that ended the nationwide right to abortion
and opened the door to bans in most GOP-controlled
states, protections in Democrat-dominated ones and
new political and legal battles across the country. The
Florida measure failed to clear the required 60% voter
approval threshold to pass constitutional amendments
in Florida. Most states require a simple majority.
Marjorie Dannenfelser, president of the national anti-
abortion group SBA Pro-Life America, said in a state-
ment that the result is ia momentous victory for life

in Florida and for our entire country,i praising
DeSantis for leading the charge against the
measure.DeSantis, a Republican with a national pro-
file, has steered state GOP funds to the cause. His
administration has weighed in, too, with a campaign
against the measure, investigators questioning
people who signed petitions to add it to the ballot
and threats to TV stations that aired one commer-
cial supporting it. The defeat makes permanent a shift
in the Southern abortion landscape that began when
the stateis six-week ban took effect in May. That
removed Florida as a destination for abortion for many
women from nearby states with deeper bans and also
led to far more women from the state traveling to
obtain abortion. The nearest states with looser re-
strictions are North Carolina and Virginia 6 hundreds
of miles away.
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The story of Ramatf:A Man of Dharm

Ramayanam is the life story of
Rama, a very revered king of
Ayodhya, whose very life exempli-
fied dharma. Ramayana was origi-
nally  written in twenty-
fourtthousand{Sanskrit verses by
Saint Valmiki, who was a contem-
porary of Rama and a caretaker of
Sita, Ramais wife, during her exile
to forest. fRamayanam is one of the
twotgreattitihast(epics of historical
happenings) of Hindu scriptures.The
purpose of Rama Avatar was prima-
rily to eradicate the evil Asura (de-
monic) king Ravana and his associ-
ates. However, In this process, tLord
Rama lead such an exemplary life
6 as a youth, as a prince, as a
house holder, as a devoted son, as
an affectionate brother, as a loving
husband wedded to just one woman,
as a humble and spiritually evolved
human being, as a great and power-
ful warrior, tas a greatking and as a
non-compromising stickler to dharma
6 that throughout his very life, he
set innumerable examples on righ-
teous living for people to emulate.
Treta Yugatwas a time period in
Hindu belief that dates back to sev-
eral thousands of years and it is the
second yuga afterfSatya Yuga.
UnliketSatyayugatwhen people in
earth were mostly leading highly
righteous lives, Tretayuga saw a
gradual deterioration in the practice
of dharma; it is said that in
Tretayuga, three quarters of the
people in earth were righteous and a
quarter of the population followed
unrighteous ways in life. And it was
at appropriate time in TretaYuga
tthat Lord Vishnu descended on
earth as Rama Avatar.

The Beauty and Greatness of Rama
Another striking feature of Ramais
life is that despite his innate aware-
ness tthat he was an Avatar with a
divine mission, Rama (except on a
very few occasions) opted to live just
as a human being, exhibiting human
nature and human emotions, always
trying to hide his divinity and insist-
ing on being just ERama, the son of
Dasarathai. This is in total contrast
to his next Avatar in the following
Dwapara Yuga where he came as
Krishna and openly demonstrated
his divinity through extraordinary dis-
play of unearthly powers at every
occasion of need. Unlike Krishna,
Rama did very little preaching of
dharma, but lived it in day to day life.
The beauty of Rama avatar does not
end with Rama alone. There are so
many relatives and associates of him

those too lead lives of stellar values
and extraordinary human qualities
worthy of inspiration for generations
to come.

The story of Lord Rama spreads
through 6 major chapters (Cantos),
called Kandams.

Part 1111BALA KANDAM (Boyhood
of Rama)

King Dasarata was a very reputed
king of the Sun Dynasty, who ruled
the kingdom Kosala from its capital
Ayodhya in the northern part of In-
dia. He had three queens ¢
Kousalya, Sumitra and Kaikeyi.
Kaikeyi was the youngest and was
particularly the sweetheart of king
Dasarata. The king had no offspring.
As the king advanced in age, he was
tormented by worry about the lack
of progeny. He consulted his minis-
ters, priests and sages and he was
advised to conduct a grand
AshwametaYaga (Horse sacrifice
ritual) as a iPutra KameshtiYagai 6
a sacred fire sacrifice aimed pleas-
ing celestial Gods specifically to get
a boon of children. He invited a fa-
mous saint Rushyasringa to conduct
the yaga. Avery grand yajnya t(yaga
f fire sacrifice) was conducted invit-
ing kings, priests and brahmins from
all over the sub-continent. People
were fed sumptuously and gifts were
given lavishly. The fire sacrifice was
conducted faultlessly as per rules of

the scriptures, to the satisfaction of
all.

Ravana the Demon king i the
Cause of the Avatar

During that period, down south in the
country Lanka (now Srilanka),
Ravana, an extremely powerful de-
monic king was ruling the country.
He was born with 10 heads (and
hence known as Dasagriva). Early
in his life, he did intense austerities
by undertaking total fasting for many
years aimed at pleasing Lord
Brahma; tby cutting off his heads one
by one and sacrificing them into the
fire, he did terrific tapas (penance).
Pleased, Lord Brahma appeared
before him and gave him the boon
he wished: no being in earth, in heav-
ens or in nether worlds (excluding
human beings, whom he thought too
insignificant to pose a threat to him)
could ever kill him. Brahma also re-
stored his 10 heads and voluntarily
gave him the power to assume any
physical form he liked.

Having acquired such unearthly
powers,Ravana became extremely
arrogant, unlawful
andtadharmict(unrighteous). He was
an incurable war monger and who-
soever was known to be very power-
ful in all the three worlds, he would
challenge them for fight. He grew into
such a big threat that he attacked
and conquered many celestial Gods,

many rulers in the higher worlds,earth
and the nether world and killed many
saints and sages. tHe was a wom-
anizer too and he captured beautiful
women from all the worlds for his
enjoyment.As the celestial Gods
with their king Indra could not bear
the onslaught of Ravana any longer,
they, along with Lord Brahma, met
Lord Vishnu (the Lord of protection)
and poured out their woes. Hearing
their plight, lord Vishnu said il shall
take birth as the son of King
Dasarata at appropriate time and
annihilate Ravana; donit worryi.

As King DasarathaisYagna was
brought to a successful completion
by saint Rushyasringa through
the chanting appropriate mantras
and offerings to the fire pre-
cisely as stipulated in the
scriptures, an effulgent divine
messenger sent by Lord
Vishnu emanated from the sac-
rificial fire. He handed over a
golden pot containing sweet
pudding to Dasarata and said
iPlease give this pudding to your
wives and they will bear children
for youi.Very pleased, Dasarata
gave half the contents in the pot
to his first wife Kousalya to drink.
He shared the balance equally and
gave to Sumitra and Kaikeyi to con-
sume. Noticing some pudding still
sticking to the pot, he wiped it and
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gave it to Sumitra again.
The Birth of Rama and his three
brothers
Soon the three wives became preg-
nant. In due course, Kousalya gave
birth to Rama, followed by Kaikeyi
who gave birth to Bharata. Shortly
soon, tSumitra ,who got the sweet
pudding twice, gave birth to twins
who were named Lakshmana and
Shatrughna . The royal family and
the entire people of the country were
overwhelmed with joy upon the ar-
rival of the divinely children.
The four royal children were very beau-
tiful and charming. They were of very
refined manners, intelligent and obe-
dient. TThe first son Rama was rather
dark skinned, but his aura was so
powerful that everyone who came to
contact with him felt instantly at-
tracted by his charm, pleasing man-
ners, humility and poise. The chil-
dren underwent formal education,
scriptural study and also in practice
of armory and weaponry under Saint
Vasishta. Rama particularly excelled
in archery. King Dasarais love on
Rama was very intense. Right from
early childhood, Rama and
Lashmana became very close to
each other and likewise, Bharata and
Shatrughna always sought each
otheris company.
Saint Vishwamitrais request
Sometime before Rama reached
his 16th age, a very revered sage
Vishwamitra visited Ayodhya.
King Dasaratareceived him at his
palace with lots of respect and
reverence. The purpose of visit of
the sage was to seek a help from
the king and Dasaratha promised
to offer him whatever Vishwamitra
asked for.

(Contd.)
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Former President Donald Trump took
the stage and declared victory in the
early hours of Wednesday morning, ce-
menting an extraordinary political
comeback. Minutes earlier news orga-
nizations called the 2024 presidential
race for him. 'We made history for a
reason tonight, and the reason is that
we overcame obstacles that nobody
thought possible,' he said.

'And it is now clear that we've achieved
the most incredible political thing.' The
moment of truth came earlier when Fox
News called Pennsylvania, the biggest
of the battleground prizes, followed by
Wisconsin and then the entire race in
his favor. The Associated Press had still
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not called the election for Trump by
3am, but he claimed victory onstage
nonetheless. It meant Trump had won
three of the key states of North Caro-
lina, Georgia and Pennsylvania, mak-
ing victory inevitable. 'It's real,’
screamed one young supporter who
raced to the front of the crowd as if it
were a mosh pit, high fiving friends and
strangers. Trump was joined on stage
by family - including daughter Ivanka
and son-in-law Jared Kushner who had
been absent from the campaign - aides
and political supporters. He thanked his
supporters and promised a golden age
for the nation. When he invited is run-
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Vance said the result marked a remark-
able turnaround in political fortunes. 'l
thank you for the trust that you placed
in me,' he said, 'and | think that we just
witnessed the greatest political come-
back in the history of the United States
of America.' Four years ago, Trump
was a defeated man. Within months he
had left Washington D.C. under a cloud
after his supporters ransacked the U.S.
Capitol.

Allies deserted him and he headed for
exile at Mar-a-Lago.On Tuesday night,
he was surrounded by supporters,
friends and family at his Florida home
as he regained his crown. He led them
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Convention Center where he delivered
his victory speech in front of hundreds
more supporters who had waited hours
to see him. 'Most of all, | want to thank
the millions of hard working Americans
across the nation who have always
been the heart and soul of this really
great movement,' he said. 'We've been
through so much together, and today,
you showed up in record numbers to
deliver a victory like really ... probably
... like no other. This was something
special.' The first big call was broad-
castin the hall at 11:25pm, when North
Carolina went to Trump. The crowd's
energy went quickly from nervously

ning mate to the microphone, Sen. J.D. out on stage at the Palm Beach County excited to joy mingled with relief.

"Heartiest Congratulations My Friend"; PM Modi To Trump On Big US Win

Prime Minister Modi said he looks forward to renewing the collaboration to further

strengthen the India-US Comprehensive Global and Strategic Partnership

New Delhi: As US election ward to renewing our collabo-
counting trends pointed to a ration to further strengthen the
clear win for Republicans, India-US Comprehensive Glo-
Prime Minister Narendra Modi bal and Strategic Partnership.
congratulated Donald Trump on Together, let's work for the bet-
his comeback as President. terment of our people and to
Describing Trump as "my promote global peace, stability
friend", the Prime Minister said and prosperity," he
in a post on X, "Heartiest con- added.Donald Trump is on the
gratulations my friend brink of a massive victory in
@realDonaldTrump on your what was predicted to be a
historic election victory." close election. The Republi-
"As you build on the successes cans managed to swing all
of your previous term, | look for- seven battleground states to

their advantage -- a stunning
feat considering the Democrats
won them 6-1 in the 2020 elec-
tion.

Addressing his supporters as
the poll projections pointed to
his victory, Trump said it was a
"magnificent victory for the
American people". He also re-
ferred to the July 13 assassi-
nation attempt and said "God
spared my life for a
reason".Describing the Repub-
lican campaign as the "great-

est political movement of all
time", Trump said, "We are go-
ing to help our country heal, fix
our borders, we made history
for a reason tonight. We have
achieved the most incredible
political win. | want to thank the
American people. | will fight for
you and your family with every
breath in my body."

Trump said the Democrats are
now looking at a massive elec-
toral votes score of 315.

What makes the Republican

victory bigger is the fact that
they have also taken control of
the Senate and are leading in
the election for the House of
Representatives.In his victory
speech, Trump thanked his
supporters, running mate JD
Vance, wife Melanie Trump and
his children for their support in
what has been a challenging
campaign. He also gave a
shoutout to Tesla CEO and X
boss Elon Musk, who has been
voicing support for Trump.
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Register Now for Free Entry Passes: For Booths/Stalls Call/Text Sumit Arya:

DULHANEXPO COM 7327544894

DulhanExpo provides it’s Vendors a Promotional Platform & the Brides/Visitors a 1-Stop Shopping Convenience. Dulhan Inc.is not responsible for any Claims made by the Vendors & Delivery of Raffles and/or Deals offered by them. Please spend time Evaluating their Talent, Quality
and Professionalism and Check all the References before Hirin (hem We wIII bet aking all Precautions related to Communicable Diseases and Following the Guidelines by the CDC, WHO, and the Government. Vendors and Attendees are to adhere to then appl icable large
gatheri DulhanExpo, it ndors & the Ven be held respon: f any type of Infection orHealth Issues. Due to some restrictions some of the amenities may not be deliverable as

INTERNATIONAL WHATSAPP: +1.732.595.6096




