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DISCOVER THE MAGIC OF MOROCCO: FROM DESERT DUNES TO VIBRANT SOUKS!

INCLUSIONS CITIES
e 07 NIGHTS PREMIUM 4 STAR HOTEL e CASABLANCA
ACCOMODATION e FES
e DAILY BREAKFAST IN HOTEL e MERZOUGA
e SIGHTSEEING AND ENTRY TICKETS e DADES
e PRIVATE LUXURY TRANSPORT e MARRAKECH
THROUGH OUT THE TRIP e RABAT
e PRIVATE GUIDED TOURS e MIDELT
e PRIVATE AIRPORT TRANSFER e ERRACHIDIA
e ARFOUD
e GORGES TODRA
VALID IN 2025 e TINEGHIR
(CHOOSE YOUR OWN DATES) <+ OUARZAZATE
MINIMUM 10 PASSENGER e KASBAH AIT BENHADDOU

e TIZIN'TICHKA

% e . Sl g 22 W MARIE ST, S
- 516-690-1257

.‘ TOURS AND TRAVEL ‘I HICKSVILILE, NY 11801
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Celebrate Festivals, but also follow these
festive mantras to keep your body healthy

JEE Main: Adrop year might provide
people the time and space to realise
their goals.

For many students hoping to get into
India’s top engineering universities,
such as the IITs and NITs, taking a year
off to prepare for the Joint Entrance Ex-
amination (JEE) is a big decision. While
some students succeed in passing the
exam on their first try, others think
about skipping school for a year in or-
der to dedicate all of their time to study-
ing. So, the question is: is it accept-
able to skip a year of JEE coursework?

Prior to making this choice, take into
consideration the following important
factors:

1. Recognising the benefits and
drawbacks

— Benefits of taking a drop year:
Maintained planning will have plenty of
time during a drop year to devote all of
your attention to JEE preparation, free
from distractions from schoolwork,
board exams, or other extracurricular
activities. Your notions will be strength-
ened and your chances of receiving high
marks will rise with this focused con-
centration.

— A second opportunity at success
is provided by a drop year if you failed
the JEE on your first try or did not re-
ceive the desired rank. It enables you
to take stock of your previous errors,
pinpoint your weak points, and enhance

your approach.

A drop year allows you to take a
break from the demanding schedule and
gives you more time to prepare mentally
for JEE by changing your perspective.

— Personal development: A drop year
might be a great opportunity for personal
development. It provides
students with the chance
to improve their resil-
ience, self-control, and
time management abilities — all of
which are essential for success in any
competitive exam.

Difficulties of taking a year off

— Social pressure: When deciding to
take a drop year, many students en-
counter pressure from friends, family, or
the community. It can be extremely
stressful to worry about falling behind
classmates or disappointing close ones.
It is critical to possess the mental for-
titude to resist these demands and
maintain concentration.

— Self doubt: One possible side ef-
fect of taking a year off is self-doubt. If
students don’t see noticeable results
right away, they could begin to doubt
their own talents. It’s crucial to keep
your motivation and self-assurance in-
tact all year long.

— Financial aspects: Should addi-
tional coaching, resources, or study
materials be required, a drop year may
put an additional financial burden on

Could Hurricane Milton stop

Nearly every modern US presidential elec-
tion cycle has been upended by an unfore-
seen 'surprise' of one sort or another.

In July 1972, Democratic presidential can-
didate George McGovern was shocked to
learn, after his party's summer convention, that
his running mate Thomas Eagleton had se-
cretly received electroshock therapy to treat
bouts of depression.

That was enough to discredit Eagleton with
the grand poohbahs of the Democratic Party
and help doom McGovern's campaign.Eight
years later, | was working as a strategist for
Ronald Reagan's 1980 presidential campaign,
when my bosses coined the phrase 'October
Surprise'.They were concerned that our op-
ponent, President Jimmy Carter, would trans-
form the race by negotiating a last-minute deal
with armed Iranian revolutionaries to release
the 53 American hostages who had been held

in Tehran for over a year.Of course, everyone
wanted the hostages released no matter what
the circumstances, but it was our job to an-
ticipate the potential political fallout of such
an event.Now, in
2024, here we are |
again. h

It's early Octo-
ber, less than four
weeks until the elec- s
tion and there's an-
other October Sur-
prise is in the
making.This one is
not man-made. It is E=_.=s
not the result of an unforced error by a candi-
date behaving badly.First and foremost, | pray
that every single person impacted by Hurri-
cane Milton emerges from this storm safely
and free from property loss.| also recognize

Vijay Garg

Retired Principal

families. Assessing if the possible re-
turn on investment justifies the effort
and financial commitment is crucial.

2. Are you prepared to give it
your all?

It is not a simple decision to choose
a drop year for JEE. It calls for self-con-
trol, effective time man-
agement, and the ca-
pacity to work con-
tinuously without be-
coming distracted. You are in charge
of making and adhering to your own
schedule during a drop year, as op-
posed to the school years where
there is a set plan. A drop year can
be the best option if you are sure you
can maintain your commitment and
resist the need to put off things.

Nevertheless, taking a year off
might not be beneficial if you are
easily distracted or lack motivation.
It’s critical to reflect and determine
if you are capable of making the kind
of commitment that a drop year de-
mands.

3. Create a plan

If you choose to take a drop year,
you must have a well thought-out plan
in place. Make sure you have a clear
plan for your daily study time, the
materials you will use, and the regu-
lar progress evaluation procedures. If re-
quired, sign up for coaching lessons,
but make sure a significant portion of

But is it my job to consider what may hap-
pen —and I've concluded that Milton may be a
game-changer come November 5.Let me
explain:In the 2020 election, Donald Trump
defeated Joe Biden in Florida by over 370,000

your daily routine consists of self-study.
The main components of your plan
should be completing past years’ exam
questions, taking practice exams, and
setting time limits for yourself.

4. Consider other approaches

Take other choices into consideration
before settling on a drop year. Certain
students could choose to apply to col-
leges while getting ready for their up-
coming JEE exam. By doing this, they
are able to maintain their dream and
acquire a backup plan. However, jug-
gling your undergraduate coursework
with your JEE study can be difficult.

A drop year might be a preferable
course of action than juggling college
and preparation if you think that one
more try will suffice.

Whether or not to take a year off to
getready for JEE Main is a personal
choice that should be carefully
weighed against the advantages and
disadvantages. A drop year might pro-
vide people the time and space to
realise their goals, but it’s not al-
ways the best option or a guarantee
of success. Instead, it can give them
the confidence to work harder and
smarter.

Taking a drop year could be the per-
fect step for you to improve your JEE
rank if you are mentally prepared, have
a good study strategy, and can stay
focused in the face of obstacles.

Trump winning the election?

that this, tragically, is an unlikely outcome.
So, | offer this analysis as a political strate-
gist and pollster, fully aware that many things
in life are more important than an election.

votes, which equates to barely 3 percentage
points.That's a decent margin in the Sun-
shine State, but not a dominant one.Trump
won in 2020, in part, by running up the Re-
publican tally in ruby-red GOP counties like
Pasco, Marion and Sarasota, near
Tampa.Big turnouts in those Republican
strongholds offset Democratic wins in blue
regions of the state, like Miami-Dade County
in Florida's southeast.But now, Hurricane
Milton is blowing its way right into the heart
of Florida — and places like Pasco and
Sarasota lie directly in its path.Of all the 15
Florida counties under mandatory state
evacuation orders, 14 are dominantly, if not
overwhelmingly, Republican.The total num-
ber of registered Republican voters in those
15 counties is slightly over two million, while
the number of registered Democrats in those
same counties is about 1.2 million.
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The Revered Legacy of Hazrat Fatima
Zahra (S.A.) Igbal’s Spiritual Tribute

Allama Muhammad Igbal, often
celebrated as the Poet of the
East, was more than just a liter-
ary figure. He was a philosopher,
visionary, and a voice that reso-
nated with the Muslim Ummah
during a time of cultural decline
and political subjugation, espe-
cially in the Indian subcontinent.
His writings, deeply immersed in
Islamic spirituality, emphasized
the need for Muslims to recon-
nect with their glorious past and
draw inspiration from it to build a
more dignified and empowered
future. For Igbal, Islamic history
offered countless examples of
unwavering faith, courage, and
perseverance, with none more
profound than the family of the
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH).
Among them, Hazrat Fatima
Zahra (S.A.) held a special place
in his heart.

Adherence to Tradition: A
Scholarly Perspective

While Igbal was deeply moved by
the values that Hazrat Fatima
Zahra (S.A.) embodied, the im-
portance of adhering strictly to Is-
lamic tradition has been a sub-
ject of extensive scholarly de-
bate. One such scholar was
Imam lbn Taymiyyah, a renowned
Sunni jurist from the 13th and
14th centuries, who wrote prolifi-
cally on theology, law, and spiri-
tuality. In works like Igtida' al-
Sirat al-Mustagim and Majmu’ al-
Fatawa, Ibn Taymiyyah strongly
advocated for sticking to the
teachings of the Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) and his com-
panions. He cautioned against
innovations (Bid'ah) in religious
practices that deviate from Is-
lamic principles. He argued that
such innovations could lead be-
lievers astray from the true path
of Islam.

Ibn Taymiyyah’s views on Bid'ah
remind us to reflect on how one
practices Islam, ensuring that ev-
ery act of worship is rooted in au-
thentic tradition. This focus on re-
ligious authenticity aligns with
the reverence Igbal had for figures
like Hazrat Fatima Zahra (S.A.),
whose life exemplified the purity
and essence of Islamic values.
Sheikh Muhammad bin Abdul
Wahhab and the Call for Reform
In the broader context of Islamic
history, another towering figure,

Sheikh Muhammad bin Abdul
Wahhab, emerges as a reformer
whose mission paralleled Igbal’s
vision of returning to the essence
of Islamic teachings. Though
born in different centuries both
scholars were dedicated to reviv-
ing the core principles of Islam.
Sheikh Muhammad dedicated his
life to reviving the monotheistic
foundations of Islam and confront-
ing practices that deviated from
the teachings of the Prophet. His
seminal work, Kitab al-Tawhid,
remains a timeless masterpiece
on the core tenets of monothe-
ism. His journey into reform be-
gan with a profound sense of duty
to enjoin good and forbid evil, viv-
idly portrayed in Maulana
Masood Alam Nadwi’s work,
Muhammad bin Abdul Wahhab: A
Misunderstood and Defamed Re-
former.

Like Igbal, Sheikh Muhammad’s
mission faced resistance from
scholars whose vested interests
were challenged by his call for
reform. However, his unwavering
dedication to enjoining good and
forbidding evil parallels Igbal’s
own call for a spiritual renais-
sance inspired by figures like
Hazrat Fatima Zahra (S.A.). Both
sought to reform the Muslim
world by returning it to its pure,
unadulterated roots, exemplified
by the lives of the Prophet’s fam-
ily.

Hazrat Fatima Zahra (S.A.) in
Igbal’s Vision

Among all historical figures,
Hazrat Fatima Zahra (S.A.) stood
as a beacon of spiritual and
moral excellence in Igbal’s view.
She epitomized the ideal Muslim
woman—strong in faith, virtuous
in character, and unwavering in
her dedication to her family and
community. Igbal revered her as
the embodiment of Islamic val-
ues, particularly in her roles as
a daughter, wife, and mother
within the most esteemed family
in Islam.

In one of his well-known poems,
Igbal draws a striking compari-
son between Hazrat Fatima Zahra
(S.A.) and Hazrat Maryam
(Mary), highlighting the unique
honor that Hazrat Fatima holds
in Islamic tradition:

"Maryam az yak nisbat-e-Isa
azeez,

Az seh nisbat Hazrat-e-Zahra
azeez"

(Hazrat Maryam is honored due
to her relation to Jesus,

But Hazrat Zahra is honored by
three relations.)

Here, Igbal acknowledges Hazrat

Aubaid Akhoon / Sabreena Shabir
Akhoon.aubaid@gmail.com/
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Maryam’s revered status as the
mother of Hazrat Isa (A.S.) but
elevates Hazrat Fatima Zahra
(S.A.) by emphasizing her con-
nection to three exceptional fig-
ures: her father, the Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH); her hus-
band, Hazrat Ali (A.S.); and her
sons, Imam

Hasan (A.S.) and Imam Hussain
(A.S)

The Light of the Prophet’s
Household

In another moving couplet, Igbal
celebrates Hazrat Fatima as the
cherished daughter of the
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH):
"Noor-e-chashm-e-Rahmat-ul-lil-
Alameen,

Aan Imam-e-awwalin wa aakhirin"
(She is the light of the eyes of
the Prophet,

The leader of the first and the
last.)

Igbal’s admiration is clear as he
describes Hazrat Fatima as the
spiritual legacy of the Prophet
(PBUH), whose mission was to
awaken a world submerged in
darkness. Hazrat Fatima, as his
beloved daughter, was central to
that mission.

Hazrat Fatima Zahra (S.A.) as
a Mother and Wife

Igbal’s admiration extends to her
roles as a mother and wife. As
the spouse of Hazrat Ali (A.S.),
hailed as the "Lion of Allah" for
his bravery and devotion to Islam,
she nurtured their children, par-
ticularly Imam Hussain (A.S.),
whose stand at Karbala against
tyranny and injustice became
one of the most significant events
in Islamic history. Hazrat
Fatima’s role in raising such fig-
ures of moral and spiritual stat-
ure emphasized the continuity of
the Prophet’s mission through her
progeny.

"Bano e Aan Tajdar-e-Hal Ata,
Murtaza Mushkil Kusha Sher-

e-Khuda"

(She is the wife of the prince of
Hal Ata,

The courageous lion of Allah,
Hazrat Ali.)

As a mother, Hazrat Fatima’s in-
fluence was profound, especially
in shaping the lives of Imam
Hasan (A.S.) and Imam Hussain
(A.S.), two pillars of Islamic his-
tory. Igbal beautifully captures
this legacy in another couplet:
"Madar-e-aan markaz-e-
parkar-e-ishq,

Madar-e-aan karwaan-salar-e-
ishq"

(She is the mother of the center
of love,

The mother of the leader of the
caravan of love.)

Here, Igbal refers to Imam
Hussain (A.S.) as the "center of
love," whose sacrifice at Karbala
symbolizes resistance against
oppression and injustice. Hazrat
Fatima’s nurturing role in shap-
ing her son’s values magnifies her
importance in the continuity of
the Islamic ethos.

Generosity and Compassion
Another dimension of Hazrat
Fatima’s character that Igbal ex-
tols is her generosity. Her self-
lessness and compassion for the
less fortunate are captured in this
verse:

"Behar-e-muhtaji dilash aan
guneh sookht,

Ba yahudi chadar-e-khud ra
furokht”

(For the sake of a needy person,
her heart burned,

She sold her own cloak to a Jew.)
This couplet recalls an incident
where Hazrat Fatima sold her
own cloak to assist a needy per-
son, showcasing her willingness
to sacrifice personal comfort for
the welfare of others.

Igbal’s Reverence for Hazrat
Fatima Zahra (S.A.)

Igbal’s devotion to Hazrat Fatima
Zahra (S.A.) is profound, border-
ing on spiritual reverence. In a
touching verse, he expresses his
yearning to show his devotion:
"Rishtah-e-aayeen-e-haq
zanjeer-e-paast,
Paas-e-farmaan-e-Janab-e-
Mustafa-ast,

Warna gard-e-turbatash gardid
may,

Sajdah ha bar khaak-e-o0o0
pasheed may"

(The laws of Islam bind my feet,
And the commands of the
Prophet Mustafa (PBUH) | re-
spect,

Otherwise, | would circle her
grave, And place my forehead on
her sacred dust in eternal pros-
tration.) In this verse, Igbal con-
veys the depth of his respect for
Hazrat Fatima Zahra (S.A.), af-
firming that if it weren’t for reli-
gious injunctions, he would de-
vote himself entirely to honoring
her grave. This reflects the im-
mense spiritual connection he
felt towards her.

US disaster relief chief blasts false claims about
Helene response as ‘dangerous'

The US government’s top disas-
ter relief official said Sunday that
false claims and conspiracy theo-
ries about the federal response to
Hurricane Helene -- spread most
prominently by Donald Trump -- are
“demoralizing” aid workers and cre-
ating fear in people who need re-
covery assistance.“It’s frankly ri-
diculous, and just plain false. This
kind of rhetoric is not helpful to
people,” said Deanne Criswell, who
leads the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency.“It’s really a
shame that we’re putting politics
ahead of helping people, and that’s
what we're here to do. We have had

the complete support of the state,”
she said, referring to North
Carolina.Republicans, led by the
former president, have helped foster
a frenzy of misinformation over the
past week among the communities
most devastated by Helene, promot-
ing a number of false claims, includ-
ing that Washington is intentionally
withholding aid to people in Republi-
can areas.Trump accused FEMA of
spending all its money to help immi-
grants who are in the United States
illegally, while other critics assert
that the government spends too
much on Israel, Ukraine and other
foreign countries.



Ceasefire demand shows Hezbollah

is on backfoot, getting battered: US

Hezbollah's deputy leader Naim Qassem said the militant group's capabilties were intact despite the “painful blows" inflicted by Isragl in recent weeks.

"For a year, you had the world calling for this
ceasefire, you had Hezbollah refusing to agree
to one, and now that Hezbollah is on the back
foot and is getting battered, suddenly they've
changed their tune and want a ceasefire,"
Miller said."We continue to ultimately want a
diplomatic solution to this conflict," Miller
said.Asked if the United States was talking
to Berri about efforts in Lebanon to choose a
new president, Miller said US officials were
having conversations with different players in-
side Lebanon, often through
intermediaries."Those are ongoing," Miller
said. "l don't think it's productive for me to
read them out publicly."Israel's offensive
against Hezbollah in Lebanon has prompted
arenewed bid by some Lebanese politicians
to fill a two-year presidential vacuum, an ef-
fort to revive the paralyzed state as it grapples
with an escalating conflict."For a year, you

had the world calling for this ceasefire, you |

had Hezbollah refusing to agree to one, and
now that Hezbollah is on the back foot and
is getting battered, suddenly they've
changed their tune and want a ceasefire,"
Miller said. "We continue to ultimately
want a diplomatic solution to this con-
flict," Miller said.Asked if the United States

was talking to Berri about efforts in Lebanon |

to choose a new president, Miller said US
officials were having conversations with dif-
ferent players inside Lebanon, often through
intermediaries."Those are ongoing," Miller
said. "l don't think it's productive for me to
read them out publicly."Israel's offensive
against Hezbollah in Lebanon has prompted
arenewed bid by some Lebanese politicians
to fill a two-year presidential vacuum, an ef-
fort to revive the paralyzed state as it grapples
with an escalating conflict.

An Afghan man has been arrested for alleg-
edly plotting to carry out an attack on US elec-
tion day on behalf of the Islamic State group,
the Justice Department said Tuesday.Nasir
Ahmad Tawhedi, 27, was arrested on Monday
in the western US state of Oklahoma and has
been charged with attempting to provide mate-
rial support to IS. "The Justice Department
foiled the defendant's plot to acquire semi-au-
tomatic weapons and commit a violent attack
in the name of (IS) on US soil on Election Day,"
Attorney General Merrick Garland said in a
statement.US voters go to the polls on Novem-
ber 5.The Justice Department said Tawhedi was
arrested after he "allegedly took steps to liqui-
date his family's assets, resettle members of
his family overseas, acquire AK-47 assault rifles
and ammunition, and commit a terrorist attack

| in the United States."It said he conspired to

carry out the attack with another Afghan na-
tional, a juvenile who was not named but was
identified in court documents as his brother-in-
law.According to the criminal complaint,
Tawhedi entered the United States on Septem-
ber 9, 2021 on a special immigrant visa.lt said
an FBI "confidential human source" contacted
Tawhedi after he recently advertised the sale
of his family's personal property on
Facebook.The FBI source said he needed a
computer for a gun business he was starting
and Tawhedi expressed interest in purchasing
two AK-47 assault rifles and ammunition, ac-
cording to the complaint.On Monday, Tawhedi
and the juvenile met with "FBI assets" at a
rural location in Oklahoma and purchased two
AK-47 assault rifles, 10 magazines, and 500
rounds of ammunition, it said.They were im-
mediately arrested.

Fight, fight, fight. Vote, vote, vote: Elon Musk puts on a show at Trump raIIy

In a spirited display of support, billion-
aire tech magnate Elon Musk rallied
behind Republican presidential nomi-
nee Donald Trump in Butler, Pennsyl-
vania, the same venue where the former
US President survived an assassina-
tion attempt in July. Musk, donning a
black 'Make America Great Again’
(MAGA) hat, jumped up and down as
he took the stage to a cheering crowd
of Trump supporters on Saturday. The
two warmly shook hands before Musk
addressed the rally, telling them that
"nothing is more important” than voting
for Trump.The wealthiest man in the
world warned that "this will be the last
election" if Trump doesn't win, peddling
a false claim that Democrats aim to
infringe upon Americans’ rights, includ-
ing free speech and the right to bear

arms."l think this election is the most
important election of our lifetime. This
is no ordinary election,” Musk said.
"President Trump must win to preserve
the Constitution. He must win to pre-
serve democracy in America. Thisis a
must-win situation, must win."In a jab
at US President Joe Biden, Musk re-
marked that Biden is a man who
"couldn’t climb a flight of stairs," con-
trasting him with Trump, whom he
praised for his resilience after narrowly
escaping a shooting on the same stage
onJuly 13."The true test of someone's
character is how they behave under fire,
and we had one president who couldn’t
climb a flight of stairs and another who
was fist pumping after getting shot," he
remarked.Invoking Trump's words from
the moments after the shooting, Musk

chanted, "Vote, vote, vote. Fight, fight,
fight."This appearance marked the first
time Musk attended one of Trump’s
campaign rallies, highlighting the grow-
ing alliance between the two men as
the presidential election
approaches.Musk, who heads Tesla,
SpaceX, and X (formerly Twitter), en-
dorsed Trump on the day of the assas-
sination attempt, posting a video of the
78-year-old Republican’s raised fist on
his official X handle with the caption, I
fully endorse President Trump and hope
for his rapid recovery.”Throughout the
election cycle, Musk has consistently

shown his support for Trump, establish- |
ing a super PAC to bolster the Repub- §

lican nominee’s campaign through ex-
tensive get-out-the-vote efforts in the
crucial final months.
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Hurricane Milton, now a Category
3 storm, made landfall and struck
Florida near the coastal commu-
nity of Siesta Key, after weaken-
ing from a Category 5 storm on
Wednesday morning.While Milton
slightly weakened on Wednesday
afternoon to a Category 3 hurri-
cane, the third-highest level, it was
growing in size as it approached
Florida and remained extremely
dangerous with maximum sus-
tained winds of 120 mph (195 kph),
the hurricane centre said.More than
1 million homes and businesses
were without power Wednesday in
Florida, reports said. The highest
number of outages were in
Sarasota County and neighboring
Manatee County.Heavy rains were
also likely to cause flooding inland
along rivers and lakes as Milton
traverses the Florida peninsula as
a hurricane. In a state already bat-
tered by Hurricane Helene two
weeks ago, as many as two mil-
lion people were ordered to evacu-
ate, and at least a million others
live in the projected path of the

cause untold billions of dollars in
damage. Once past Florida, it
should weaken over the western At-
lantic, possibly dropping below hur-
ricane strength on Thursday night.

= S
US President Joe Biden warned
that Hurricane Milton is expected
to be one of the “most and worst
destructive hurricanes to hit Florida
in over a century”. He also urged
people to follow local safety proto-

Life-threatening hurricane Milton makes

landfall in Florida, flash floods likely

cols and recommendations. "It's lit-
erally a matter of life and death,"
Biden said at a briefing.Around two
million people have been asked to
evacuate just weeks after thou-
sands lost their homes due to the

damage caused by Hurricane
Helene. At least a million others live
in the projected path of the storm.
In a post on X as Milton made land-
fall, the Florida Division of Emer-
gency Management appealed for
residents to "continue to shelter in
place and remain vigilant". "Deadly
hazards and conditions are present
well into Thursday as the storm
continues to move across the
state," the agency said.Several
celebrities in the US joined the
lineup for a star-studded benefit
concert, and Taylor Swift donated
to hunger relief efforts to help
people affected by Hurricane
Helene and Milton. Swift gave $5
million to the nonprofit group Feed-
ing America to assist in the storms'
aftermath, according to a social
media post from the group.

Over 1 million homes and busi-
nesses were without power in
Florida on Wednesday. The high-
est number of outages were in
Sarasota County — where the
storm made landfall—and in neigh-
boring Manatee County.

Hurricane Helene kills 227 in six US states, rescue ops on amid destruction

The death toll from Hurricane Helene
inched up to 227 on Saturday as the
grim task of recovering bodies contin-
ued more than a week after the mon-
ster storm ravaged the Southeast and
killed people in six states.Helene came
ashore September 26 as a Category 4
hurricane and carved a wide swath of
destruction as it moved northward from
Florida, washing away homes, destroy-
ing roads and knocking out electricity
and cellphone service for millions.The
number of deaths stood at 225 on Fri-
day; two more were recorded in South
Carolina the following day. It was still
unclear how many people were unac-
counted for or missing, and the toll could
rise even higher.Helene is the deadliest

hurricane to hit the mainland US since
Katrina in 2005. About half the victims
were inNorth Carolina, while dozens more
were killed in Georgia and South
Carolina.The city of Asheville, in the west-
ern mountains of North Carolina, was
particularly battered. A week later work-
ers used brooms and heavy machinery
to clean mud and dirt outside of New
Belgium Brewing Company, which lies
next to the French Broad River and is
among thousands of city businesses and
households affected.So far North Caro-
linians have received more than $27 mil-
lionin individual assistance approved by
the Federal Emergency Management
Agency, said MaryAnn Tierney, a re-
gional administrator for the agency. More

than 83,000 people have registered for
individual assistance, according to the
office of Gov. Roy Cooper.

In Buncombe County, where Asheville
is located, FEMA-approved assistance
has surpassed $12 million for survivors,
Tierney said Saturday during a news
briefing.“This is critical assistance that
will help people with their immediate
needs, as well as displacement assis-
tance that helps them if they can’t stay
in their home,” she said.She encour-
aged residents impacted by the storm
to register for disaster assistance. "It is
the first step in the recovery process,”
she said. “We can provide immediate
relief in terms of serious needs assis-
tance to replace food, water, medicines,

Ex-New York governor, stepson assaulted
during evening walk in Manhattan

Former New York Governor David Paterson and his
stepson sustained minor injuries when they were as-
saulted on a Manhattan street by four men and a
woman as they went for an evening walk, police said
Saturday. The 70-year-old former governor, a Democrat,
and his 20-year-old stepson, Anthony Sliwa, were
walking on an Upper East Side street about 8:30 pm
Friday when they were attacked, the New York Police
Department and a spokesperson for Paterson
said.Both were treated at a nearby hospital for minor
injuries to the face and were released early Saturday,
authorities said.Paterson, who is legally blind, also
sustained minor injuries to his body.In a statement,
police labelled the attack a “gang assault” and sought
help from the public to learn more about the
assault.Paterson served as governor from 2008 to 2010,

assuming the post after Governor Eliot Spitzer resigned
in a prostitution scandal. He was the state’s first Black
governor.
At a news conference Saturday near the scene of the
attack, Paterson said his stepson was walking the fam-
ily dog when he first encountered some of the assail-
ants, telling them he would summon the police if they
did not stop climbing up the fire escape of a building on
Second Avenue.Later, Paterson said, he and Sliwa, the
son of Guardian Angels founder Curtis Sliwa, went for a
walk and encountered the group again near East 97th
Street about 8:30 pm, arguing with the individuals be-
fore two of them attacked Paterson and his stepson.
The Guardian Angels is an anti-crime group.
Paterson said his son fought off multiple attackers, but
he ended

other life safety, critical items, as well
as displacement assistance if you
cannot stay in your home.”Helene’s
raging floodwaters shocked mountain
towns hundreds of miles inland and
far from where the storm made land-
fall on Florida’s Gulf Coast, including
in the Tennessee mountains that Dolly
Parton calls home.

The country music star has an-
nounced a $1 million donation to the
Mountain Ways Foundation, a non-

profit dedicated to providing immedi-
ate assistance to Hurricane Helene
flood victims.In addition, her East Ten-
nessee businesses as well as the
Dollywood Foundation are combining
efforts, pledging to match her dona-
tion to Mountain Ways with a $1 mil-
lion contribution.Parton said she
feels a close connection to the
storm victims because so many of
them “grew up in the mountains just
like | did.

US state senator tells Native American
candidate ‘9o back where you came from'

Tensions rose during a bipartisan
forum this week after an audience
question about discrimination report-
edly led an Idaho state senator to
angrily tell a Native American can-
didate to “go back where you came
from.” Republican Senator Dan
Foreman left the event early after the
outburst and later denied making
any racist comments in a Facebook
post. He did not respond to a voice
message from The Associated
Press seeking comment.

Trish Carter-Goodheart, a Demo-
cratic candidate for the House Dis-
trict 6 seat and member of the Nez
Perce Tribe, said the blowup left her
shaken and thinking about security
needs for future public events. It also
forced some tough conversations
with her two young children, Avery
and Lavender, who were in

attendance.“Having conversations
about racism with an 8-year-old and
a 5-year-old is not something me
and my husband Dane were prepared
for,” Carter-Goodheart said Friday.
“They’ve never seen a grown adult
man have a meltdown like that. They
were scared. | was scared.”The event
was held by Democratic and Repub-
lican precinct committee members
from the small north-ldaho town of
Kendrick on Monday night, The
Lewiston Tribune reported. It was for
House and Senate candidates from
the local district, including Foreman;
his Democratic opponent, Julia
Parker: Republican Rep. Lori
McCann; and her Democratic oppo-
nent, Carter-Goodheart. About an
hour into the event, someone asked
a question about a state bill address-
ing discrimination.
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Dadasaheb Phalke Award winner Mukesh Modi proudly announces the
release of “Thugs of Arms™ Web Serles on Amazon Prime in USA & UK

Il

After releasing of “Political War”
bollywood hindi feature film, The
Elevator, Torn Mr. Modi proudly
announces to release
Bollywood hindi web series
“Thugs of Arms”, produced by
Mukesh Modi under the D Star
Entertainment, Indie Films
World banners in collaboration
with Chandan Paani Studio is
generating buzz with its
release on Amazon Prime Video
in the USA and UK. Directed by
Pavanprint Singh, this gripping
series is now available for
streaming, captivating audiences
with its intense and suspenseful
storyline

Thugs of Arms produced by
Mukesh Modi of D Star
Entertainment is also streaming
on IndieFilmsWorld.com OTT
Platform.

Produced by D Star
Entertainment’s Mukesh Modi in
collaboration with Chandan Paani
Studio of Chandan Singh, Thugs
of Arms follows A group of 4
People Hijack’s a Restaurant and
cyber-attack a Business Tycoon
‘Vishwajeet Parmar’ collecting
some Vital Information from his

laptop, soon things starts to
unfolds and the evening takes
unexpected turns.

The criminal drama will keep the
audience engaged long after
the credits roll as they discuss
various theories of what is and
isn’t real.

Starring,

Nitturkar,

Vilas
Mandal,

Sumant
Srishti

g
“ Watch Now

video

Amazon Prime USA & UK

Prashant Karad, Soham
Kaloke, Deepak Pandit, Arvind
Rai, Gaurav Prince and many
more.

Take away from “Thugs of
Arms”

In Thugs of Arms a business
tycoon was attacked in a
restaurant. However, can he truly
be escaped? Are we prepared of any
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kind of attack? It brings an
awareness to be alert and be
prepared of any uncertainty.

Why you must see the

film “Thugs of Arms”

This film is a must-see for its blend
of intense personal drama and
crime, delivering a unique emotional
journey that keeps you hooked. It
dives deep into how the criminal plan

»

their attack and pay the price of
avoidance, all set against a gripping
supernatural backdrop.

Objective of the film

“Thugs of Arms” by director

Our goal is to keep viewers fully
engaged with our characters,
ensuring they’re hooked from the
moment they appear on screen until
their exit. Get ready for a thrilling
ride that will leave you on the edge
of your seat, eagerly awaiting each
new episode

Now Modi is coming with Indie Film
Festival Awards (IFFA), film festival
for Independent Filmmakers. IFFA
will support Indie Filmmakers in
distribution their films, release their
contents on Indie Films World
Streaming platform. IFFA will make
Independent Filmmakers dreams
come true by guiding them in all the
stage of filmmaking.

Attention Filmmakers
Filmmakers can contact the

Contents Acquisition
Team:indiefilmsinc24@gmail.com
For general questions,

email:info@indiefilmsworld.com
Website & Social Media
Website: indiefilmsworld.com
Instagram: @realmukeshmodi
and @indiefilmsworld

Twitter: @realmukeshmodi and
@indiefilmsworld

10S/Android Mobile App: Indie
Films World Android TV App:
Indie Films World
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-‘ TOURS AND TRAVEL

DUBAI & ABU DHABI
1799

PER PERSON ON DOUBLE OCCUPANCY

INCLUSIONS

e 5 STAR LUXURIOUS HOTEL ACCOMODATION

( JW MARRIOTT MARQUIS HOTEL DUBAI )

ALL INCLUSIVE PRIVATE TOUR

o ALLMEALS (BREAKFAST, LUNCH & DINNER)

« ABU DHABI DAY TRIP WITH MOSQUE AND BAPS
TEMPLE

e BURJKHALIFA WITH HIGH TEA

o DINNER IN THE SKY

e LOTUS CRUISE

o DESERT SAFARI VIP SEATING

o GLOBAL VILLAGE

_  MIRACLE GARDEN

E\ « DUBAICITY TOUR

.« DUBAIFRAME

| o DUBAIMALL VISIT

o DUBAI FOUNTAIN SHOW

« DUBAI UNDERWATER ZOO

o GURUDWARA VISIT

CITY TAX/TOURISM DIRHAM

e
@
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G g
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M 516-216-4433 /516-690-1257 ) 22 W MARIE ST, HICKSVILLE, NY 11801
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60+ EVENT PLANNING BOOTHS F
15-20 JEWELRY & FASHION SHQO
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Register Now for Free Entry Passes: For Booths/Stalls Call/Text Sum

DULHANEXPO COM 732.754.18

D IhanExpo provd a Promotional Platform & the Brides/Visitors a 1-Stop Shopp gConvenlence Dulhan Inc.is no r pon bl for any Claims made by the Vendors & Delivery of Raffles and/or Deals offered by them. Please spend time Evalu
nd Professionalis dCheck IItheR ferences before Hiring them.We will be taking al utions relate dtoCommunlc nd Following the Gui d I byth e CDC, WHO, a dth Governme t.Vendors and Attendees are to adhere to th ppl blel ge
g athering guldel N Driing NExpo, it’s e i S L e e respon Siblo for = Rare Possibiit ty of al y ype S Nrecnariar stk 1g Due to some restrictions some of the amenities may not be ehveratismaan

INTERNATIONAL WHATSAPP: +1.732.595.6096




