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Preparation as a Dropper or a Repeater requires a
lot of dedication and hard work in JEE main 2024

Preparing for JEE is a challenging
task that requires a well-planned
roadmap, a comprehensive strategy,
and a lot of hard work and
commitment. It is widely known that
JEE is one of the toughest exams
in the world to crack, and therefore,
one needs to put in extra efforts and
devote a lot of time and energy to
succeed in it. With the right
guidance and support, however, it is
possible to improve your chances of
securing a top rank in JEE Main.
Check some tips and strategies that
will help you in your JEE preparation
as a dropper or a repeater.
Analyse your previous attempt

The first and foremost thing that you
should do is analyse your previous
attempt. Identify the areas where
you lacked and the topics that need
more attention. Evaluate your
strengths and weaknesses, and
accordingly plan your preparation.
Focus on conceptual understanding
In JEE, you will be tested on your
conceptual understanding of the
topics. Therefore, focus on
understanding the concepts rather
than just memorising the formulas.
Solve problems of varying difficulty
levels to strengthen your
understanding.
Time management

Sr Citizens Welfare Council

Moga organised get-together
Singing of Rajshri, Sandeep, &
others halted the time ticking

Moga (Sunil Gund): A grand get-
together function was organised by
Senior Citizens Welfare Council
Moga on Sunday the 3rd of March,
2024 at hotel Park Regency.Vinod
Bansal, Ex-Chairman Improvement
Trust Moga and Rajinder Sachdeva,
President, Rotary Club Moga City
were the Guests of honour. Birthday
guys, eight lovely couples and four
super senior citizens were honoured
on this occasion.All the members
enjoyed the melodious songs of
renowned singer Rajshiri Sharma
(Sangeet Visharad). Special guest
Sandeep Kala, during his debut

Time managementis crucial for JEE
preparation. Since you would have
already covered the syllabus once
and hopefully revision too, it is
essential to ensure that this time
you focus more on revising the weak
areas first, and then revise your
strong topics again. Plan your study
schedule in a way that you can cover

Vijay GarG

all the topics and revise them before
the exam. Give equal importance to
all the subjects and allocate
sufficient time for each.

Practice question papers from

the previous year
As someone who has appeared for
the exam already once, this should
not be a new advice. You can get a
sense of the exam format and the
kinds of questions that are asked
by completing prior years’ exam
papers. Analyse the papers, identify
the topics that are frequently asked,
and practice them thoroughly.
Take mock tests

Taking mock tests will help you in
analyzing your performance and
identifying your strengths and
weaknesses. It will also help you in
getting familiar with the exam pattern

and the time management required
during the exam. Make sure that you
learn from your mistakes of mock
tests. Also, when you take a mock
test, re-create the exam hall
environment and have a stopwatch
ticking along too. This will help you
stay prepared completely. In
conclusion, JEE preparation as a
dropper or a repeater requires a lot
of dedication and hard work. But
with the right approach, time
management, and guidance, you
can crack the exam and achieve your
dreams. Remember to stay
motivated, focused, and believe in
yourself.

Why do Indians do better
abroad than in India?

he root cause of this paradox can be attributed to the
lamentable state of public education in the country

Regarding global achievements, Indians have left an
indelible mark across diverse fields, from technology
and entrepreneurship to academia and healthcare. Yet,
an intriguing paradox persists —why do Indians often
find unparalleled success on foreign lands but
encounter unique challenges within their homeland?
This thought-provoking question demands immediate
attention and the exploration of the multifaceted
challenges.

Why do Indian minds shine bright
internationally, but systemic deficiencies mar
the domestic educational landscape?
Well, there lies a critical anomaly — the failure to
replicate this success on home soil is primarily due

& tothe state of public education. The EW story “Why

public performance halted the ticking
of clocks when he sang the songs
of legendary playback singer
Mohammad Rafi. Apart from this,
some talented members of the
Council also sang old melodious
songs.At the end moments of the
function, the organising members
uttered the vote of thanks for all the
present guests and dignitaries, with
the positive hope to meet again on
the next get-together, with much
more enthusiasm and energy.
Sunil Kumar Gund
NannuNeeL77@gmail.com
+91-94184-70707

Indians Succeed Everywhere Except in India” adeptly
dissects the paradox of Indian success on the global
stage against a backdrop of domestic struggles,
attributing this paradox to the unfortunate state of
public education, which is accurate.
Education and Governance:

Thought leaders underscore the symbiotic relationship
between the quality of education and the overarching
progress of the nation. Recognizing education as a
catalyst for effective governance and economic
prosperity, it is crucial to position education at the
forefront of national development strategies.

The Crisis in Primary and Secondary Education
One cannot help but ponder the intricacies of the
connection between education and our nation's
destiny. If education is the bedrock upon which a
society is built, then what does the current state of
our primary and secondary say about the trajectory
of the world's largest democracy? The ASER surveys
unveil a stark truth — a significant portion of our youth

lacks even the basic skills expected at their grade
level.
It's not just about rote learning or lack of infrastructure;
it's a systemic failure that threatens the very foundation
of our future. Yet, as we traverse the proposed
solutions and underlying assumptions, a more
discerning response is required to navigate the
intricacies with utmost scrutiny.

Higher Education: A Crisis of Quality
You throw that graduation cap in the air, but does
it open doors to a world of opportunities? India is
tackling the woes of higher education — the
mismatch between degrees and employability.
What's the deal with most engineering, arts,
science, and commerce graduates being deemed
unemployable?
It's time to question the very essence of what
higher education institutions are delivering and
whether they're preparing graduates for the
dynamic job market. The portrayal of India's higher
education system is a sad reflection of the
systemic challenges faced by graduates and the
subsequent migration of talent abroad.

The Brain Drain Dilemma:

While we proudly export our talent to foreign
shores, the numbers reveal a disconcerting
truth —a drain on our intellectual capital that
could have been harnessed for national
growth. Is it a necessary sacrifice or a
symptom of deeper issues within our
educational framework?
A thought-provoking analysis probes the migration
patterns of Indian graduates and school leavers
to foreign shores, challenging the conventional
narrative of brain drain. Balancing the discourse
on brain drain by acknowledging the positive
impact of the diaspora would bring a more
nuanced perspective to the debate.
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The importance of building a strong foundation
in Math and Science for that competitive edge

Developing a solid foundation in Math and
Science stands as a cornerstone of academic
achievement in the dynamic landscape of
education.

Remember the thrill of navigating a winding
maze, heart pounding with anticipation as you
search for the elusive exit? Now imagine that
maze filled with towering equations, intricate
chemical compounds, and the pressure of a
ticking clock. Welcome to the world of
competitive exams like JEE, NEET, and
CUET, where mastering Math and Science
becomes your sword and shield in this high-
stakes game.

In today's increasingly competitive world,
developing a solid foundation in Math and
Science acts as a cornerstone of academic
achievement.

In the dynamic landscape of education, where
innovation meets tradition, the quest for
excellence in Math and Science stands as a
cornerstone of academic achievement. | see
countless learners embark on this journey,
each face etched with determination but often
burdened by anxiety and uncertainty.
Hindustan Times - your fastest source for
breaking news! Read now.

While the path may seem daunting, the only
beacon of hope to thrive in an increasingly
competitive world is to develop a solid
foundation in Math and Science. Cultivating
these foundational skills is not just about
preparing learners for competitive exams, it's

The complexi

Recently out for my morning walk | overheard a walker

about empowering them to become critical
thinkers, problem solvers, and future leaders,
and the key is to start young.

Why Ignite the Spark Early?

Imagine a young mind brimming with
curiosity, eager to explore the world around
them. Early exposure to Math and Science
doesn't just spark that curiosity, it lays a solid
foundation for understanding complex
concepts later.

The Bedrock of Success: Math & Science
Think of your brain as a magnificent castle,
and Math and Science form its very
foundation. Each equation solved, and each
experiment conducted, strengthens its walls,
equipping you with the
critical thinking and
problem-solving skills
needed to conquer any
challenge. These subjects
aren't mere stepping stones, they're the pillars
that hold the entire structure of your future
success.

Imagine entering a challenging competition
armed with nothing but outdated strategies
and guesswork. That's how many learners
approach competitive exams, relying solely
on rote memorization. But just like a skilled
warrior wouldn't enter a battle unprepared,
they need a powerful arsenal: a deep
understanding of Math and Science concepts,
honed through rigorous practice and
personalized guidance.

Vijay Garg

Retired Principal Educational
columnist malout Punjab

These subjects are universal languages,
unlocking the secrets of logic, data, and the
very fabric of reality. Mastering them
empowers learners with analytical prowess,
the ability to deconstruct problems with laser-
sharp focus, and the creativity to devise
innovative solutions. This skill set isn't just
valuable for exams; it equips them for success
in any field, from engineering and medicine
to data science and entrepreneurship.
Imagine a platform that adapts to learner’s
learning pace like a wise mentor, pinpointing
their strengths and weaknesses with
precision. This personalized learning journey,
powered by Al tools and guided by
experienced educators,
helps them to unlock their
full potential.

Those once-daunting
equations and formulas
transform into fascinating puzzles waiting to
be solved, not through rote memorization, but
through inquiry-based learning, real-world
applications, and collaborative activities. This
approach, built on the learner's outcome —
‘Baccha Seekha Ki Nahi’— focuses on
developing critical thinking and problem-
solving skills through engaging exploration,
not just exam-centric drilling.

The Competitive Edge:

Exams like JEE, NEET, and CUET are
significant milestones in a learner’s career
progression. These assessments are

opportunities to showcase their proficiency
in Math and Science, skills honed over years
of dedication. By honing critical thinking skills
from a young age, they learn to approach
problems with analytical precision, dissecting
complex scenarios and deriving innovative
solutions. Similarly, problem-solving equips
them with the resilience and adaptability
needed to tackle unforeseen challenges, a
crucial asset in competitive environments.
Remember, a strong foundation in Math
and Science doesn't just open doors
to academic opportunities; it instils a
lifelong love for learning and inquiry. By
equipping learners with the tools they
need to succeed in any environment, we
empower them to chart their own path to
success and unlock their full potential.
The journey to "Ready, Set, Lead" begins
with collaboration. It's about learners,
educators, and parents embracing the
transformative power of education,
starting early and strategically to forge
a robust foundation in Math and
Science. This cultivates a scientific
mindset, empowering learners to
excel beyond their peers and ignite
curiosity through every equation,
experiment, and spark of inquiry.
Together, let's lay a sturdy foundation for
our future achievers, one filled with the
thrill of discovery and the confidence to
conquer any challenge.

of communication

predominantly !angla speaking workforce. It was a

something they want to convey, can sometimes have,

talking to another co-walker, “We don’t know what the
peoples wants...”

| have no interest in commenting on the grammar of the
sentence — after all the two parties involved in the
communication were comfortable with their conversation.
| had shifted to an English medium school only after |
had reached class 9. It was not a pleasant experience
for me. The school was in Delhi, and to my
unsophisticated self, coming from small town India, | felt
as alienated amongst those English speaking smart boys
and girls, as a Martian might feel on first visit to Earth.
Only three years later, | was to make an irritated comment
to a friend, “Stop that clownship!” My inadequate
knowledge of the universal language almost turned me
into an introvert. It was only after | had started my
professional journey in the railways, that too as a Hindi
speaking north Indian, posted in Bengal, heading a
maintenance shed of 1000+ staff, | realised and then
resolved the difficulties faced in communicating with a

mutual understanding. We would be talking to each other
in our respective mother tongues, yet understanding each
other more through non-verbal communication of hand
and eye movement or body language. By now | had gained
enough confidence and felt slightly more comfortable
during my first study tour to Japan. In transit, at Bangkok
airport, | approached the girl at a sandwich kiosk in
my perfect Queens English. The girl was
nonplussed, “Oui. Please speak slowly. | can’t
understand you.” A few weeks later, a co-participant
from Sri Lanka on the same study tour, was to further
deflate my ego, “Sanjay, your English is atrocious.”
| continued to improve my English in the following
years. Till | started meeting professionals from
different nationalities, not speaking English as a first
language. They were comfortable in their broken
English and did not shy away from seeking help from
colleagues, if required, for the right English word. But
then a communication between two people, about

hilarious at best and disastrous at worst, consequences.
More recently, addressing a group of wide-eyed university
students, | was to tell them, “Communication is the key.
Never break a communication — write a letter, call, send
an email, communicate on tinder...” This caused much
hilarity in the auditorium, in which even | participated
whole-heartedly. It was only later, as | checked the net,
| realised that Tinder is a dating site, and not expected
to be indulged in for the kind of communication that |
was talking about. Like another time recently, a friend
sent her driver for me to sign a few cheques. The security
guard understood his intent of visit for ‘cheque signing’
to be his name ‘Cheek Singh'. | would still stay,
communication is the key, whatever verbal and/or non-
verbal means you employ, in whichever language. |
couldn’t agree more with Benjamin Franklin, “Remember
not only to say the right thing in the right place, but far
more difficult still to leave unsaid the wrong thing at the
tempting moment.”
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Why are women's rights unfulfilled
despite decades of struggle”

The story of male dominance in
human society is centuries old.
Atrocities against women are not
limited to any one society, sect
or religion. The saga of atrocities
against women has been a black
page in the history of every
society in the world. International
Women's Day is celebrated on
March 8 every year to
commemorate the struggles of
women. Today is no less than a
festival, especially for women.
Today, there is a buzz about

women's development, self-
respect and hard work
everywhere.

On this day, the trend of women's
day has increased significantly in
offices, schools, government
institutions and especially
corporations. Most people think
that women should be ahead of
men or that men should be ahead
of women.

The tragedy is that today, in the
twenty-first century, even in the
age of educated science and the
digital age, in many areas, a
woman's life has been and is
being understood as the property
of a man. Awoman is considered
to be born to fulfill the desires of
a man. For a woman, her self-
esteem and freedom have no
meaning. Women's desires have
been considered slaves to men.
But the condition of women is
much better than before, when
earlier women did not exist in any
field in any society in the world.
Women's world used to be limited
only to the four walls of the
house. After giving birth to
children, taking care of them and
handling other household chores
have been the important
responsibilities of women. The
participation of women in the
political, economic or social
activities of society could not
even be thought of. Cases of
violence against women were
also heartbreaking. Beating
women was not only common, but

this beating was considered the
right of men. Sati practice, slave
practice, dowry practice and child
marriage—all the evils, including
barns and barns to entertain
men—have always been a noose
around the necks of women.
Discrimination has started with
the girl child since her birth. They
have been eliminated in the
womb, which is still happening in
many areas, including
discrimination in the upbringing
and education of daughters
compared to sons. Every home
has a story.

While the woman who was going
through bad circumstances got
the support of the leaders and
social reformers, the woman
herself also tried to be aware
of her rights. A period of
change began regarding the
status of women. The need
to celebrate Women's Day was
also due to the poor condition of
women. The purpose of celebrating
this day is to give women their due
dignity and to make women aware
of their rights and entitlements.
Women's Day is celebrated in
almost all countries. As for how
Women's Day began, it is said that
a woman named Lysistrata in
ancient Greece started a

movement demanding an end to
war during the French Revolution
on this day. A group of Persian
women marched to Versailles to
demand an end to the oppression
of women. Women's Day was

Surjit Singh Flora

647-829-9397

first celebrated on February 28,
1909,, by the Socialist Party of
America. Women were being
treated unfairly and exploited in
the garment mills of New York.
Women were fighting for their
rights. The women's strike was
going on for a year but there was
no hearing anywhere. In 1910,
Women's Day was celebrated in
Copenhagen by the Socialist

International and in 1911, millions
of women gathered and held
rallies in Austria, Denmark,
Germany and Switzerland.
During World War | in 1913-14,
Russian women first celebrated
Women's Day on the last Sunday
of February to promote peace.
Anti-war protests also took place
in Europe. By 1917, more than
two hundred thousand Russian
soldiers had died in World War
[I. Russian women strike for
peace on this day. Although the
politicians were against this
movement, the women continued
it. As a result, George of Russia
had to abdicate, and the
government had to declare the
right to vote for women. In this
period of feminine
consciousness, women deeply
felt the injustice done to them.
It was such a period of female
consciousness that men had to
stamp on the rights of women.
The United Nations first
recognized International
Women's Day in 1975 with the
goal of restoring women's
freedom and dignity.Today, the
situation has changed a lot.
Women are no longer prisoners
of the walls of the house. Women
are not only equal to men in every

field but are also showing courage
to advance. Women's
participation in political,
economic and social spheres is
increasing.

Despite all these changes,
women's rights are still
incomplete, even after centuries.
The Dowry system has made the
lives of girls’ hell even today. The
phenomenon of female feticide
has reduced the sex ratio.
Heartbreaking incidents of acid
attacks on girls are increasing
day by day. The rise in incidents
of sexual harassment is a matter
of concern. The actual statistics
of violence against women,
sexual harassment and female
feticide are much higher than the
published figures. Even after
centuries of fighting for women's
freedom, women are still deprived
of real freedom. The central
government passed a law in 2005
to prevent domestic violence
against women. Laws have also
been passed to protect women in
matters like alimony, marriage
and divorce, but the story of the
implementation of these laws is
not hidden from anyone.

It has been many years since
women's rights were celebrated
on stage on International
Women's Day. A lot of time has
passed by holding seminars and
rallies to make women aware, but
even today, the incidents of
femicide, dowry, sexual abuse
and domestic violence are a
question mark on the real freedom
of women. The reality of women's
freedom regarding political,
social and economic rights is not
hidden from anyone. There is still
a lot to be done to bring women's
lives to a real level of
independence. Mental change
towards women is the greatest
need of the hour to make women
self-reliant and provide a safe
workplace environment, as well
as to make International
Women's Day meaningful.
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Haley to suspend race for White House

Washington-Nikki Haley, the former US
Ambassador to the UN, will suspend her
campaign for the Republican nomination for
President after a severe drubbing in the
primaries held in more than 10 states on
Tuesday. Former President Donald Trump will
now become the presumptive Republican
nominee to take on President Joe Biden, a
Democrat, in the November election. He has
a lock on the nomination with 955
delegates, which is just a bit shy of the
winning threshold of 1,215 delegates
(Every state gives the candidates a certain
number of delegates who will vote to elect
a nominee in the party convention later in
the year. Haley has picked up only 88 thus
far). The Indian American Republican is
expected to make the announcement later
in the day. Haley ran a gritty campaign,
coalescing Republican voters who did not

want Trump to be their nominee again. But, of money, garnering the support of some of support to Haley last week. Haley won the
in the end, their numbers fell far short of the party’s largest donors, such as the primaries in only two states thus far, to
immensely resourceful Koch Network, which  Trump’s 22. Calls had been mounting from

EAM Jaishankar meets Mayor of

winning her the nomination.

Korean city with Ayodhya connect

Seoul- External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar spoke of shared  Legend has it that Queen Huh Hwang-ok, known as Suriratna in India,
cultural heritage and longstanding people-to-people relations as he was the princess of Ayodhya before she went to South Korea and
married King Kim Suro of the Karak

met Hong Tae-yong, Mayor of
Gimhae City in South Korea on
Wednesday.Jaishankar also
presented a replica of Ayodhya’s
Ram Mandir to Tae-yong whom he
met after addressing the opening
session of the 10th India-South
Korea Joint Commission meeting
on Wednesday.“Delighted to meet
Mayor Hong Tae-yong today. The
Gimhae-Ayodhya connect is a
testament to our shared cultural

heritage and longstanding people-
to-people relations. Discussed
greater cultural and educational
cooperation with Gimhae City,” the
Minister posted on X on
Wednesday.

In March 2001, Ayodhya and Gimhae signed an International “Sister
City” bond to encourage cultural and mutual development and
established the Queen Huh Memorial Park in Ayodhya.

for settlers in West Bank

Jerusalem- Israel’s Supreme Planning Council approved on
Wednesday the construction of 3,426 new housing units in settlements in
the Israeli-occupied West Bank,
| authorities said.The houses are
located in the settlements of Efrat,
Ma’aleh Adumim and Kedar,
according to a statement released on
behalf of Finance Minister Bezalel
Smotrich, a far-right settler leader who
is responsible for the construction in
" the settlements in Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu’s government, news agency reported.Since last March,
Israel has approved 18,515 housing units in the settlements, Smotrich said
inthe statement.He added that the government “has made huge investments
in the development of transportation infrastructure, employment and quality
of life” in the settlements.
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But she did raise substantial sums in a sign of things to come, withdrew its

Clanin 48 A.D.

Geumgwan Gaya.

According to the Uttar Pradesh
tourism website, it is believed that
she reached Korea on a boat, and
was the first queen of King Suro of

Around 60 lakh people of the Karak
clan consider Ayodhya as their
maternal home and hundreds of
South Koreans visit the memorial
every year to pay respects to the
legendary Queen, the website said.
In his address to the Indian
community in South Korea in 2019,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
narrated the legend of Princess
Suriratna and said that Indians “have a blood relation with Koreans”.For
the ‘Pran Pratishtha’ ceremony at the Ram temple in Ayodhya in
January this year, an invitation was also extended to Kim Chil-su
from South Korea, a member of the Queen Heo dynasty.

within the Republican party for her to exit the
race and let Trump focus on his contest
against Biden. But Haley stayed in, arguing
she was the better candidate than both Trump
and Biden, who who are battling voter
scepticism on account of their age and, for
the former President, a litany of civil and
criminal charges, some of which he has lost
and could end up in jail some day.

Haley’s exit raises questions about
her future. Could she joint Trump as his running
mate? She has said before she is not
interested in a position in a Trump
administration and that she is not auditioning
for a job. But that could change. She is a
woman and as a woman of color, she brings
unmatched equity to the ticket. But is Trump
interested? He has not included her in a
shortlist he discussed in a TV interview
recently. Also, Haley’s Republican supporters
are stridently anti-Trump and their vote and
support is unlikely to transfer to the former
President if he were to be joined by Haley.

Hezbollah member
killed, 6 injured in Israeli
strikes in Lebanon

Beirut- A Hezbollah fighter was killed,
and six “civilians” wounded on Wednesday in
Israeli air strikes targeting several towns and
villages in the border region of southern
Lebanon, Lebanese military sources told the
media. The military sources, who spoke
anonymously, said that one of the raids
targeted a house in the southern town of Bint
Jbeil, killing a person inside and wounding
another. They added that another raid also
destroyed a house in the southeast village of
Dibbine, wounding five civilians, including two
children, news agency reported. Meanwhile,
Hezbollah said its fighters attacked several
Israeli sites of Kiryat Shmona, Ruwaisat Al-
Alam, and Avivim. The Lebanon-Israel border
has been witnessing increased tension since
October 8, 2023, after Hezbollah fired dozens
of rockets toward Israel in support of the Hamas
attack on Israel on October 7, prompting Israel
to respond by firing heavy artillery toward
southeastern Lebanon. The confrontations
between Hezbollah and Israel have killed 340
people on the Lebanese side, including 227
Hezbollah members and 65 civilians, according
to Lebanese security sources.

drones, says Ukrainian Air Force

Kiev- Ukraine shot down 38 of the 42
Shahed-type attack drones launched by Russia
overnight on Wednesday, the Ukrainian Air
Force said in a statement as quoted by media
reports. Russian military forces attacked with
five S-300 anti-aircraft guided missiles from the
occupied parts of Donetsk region, while the
drones were launched from the occupied
Crimea, as well as Kursk region and Russia’s
port city of Primorsko-Akhtarsk in southern
Krasnodar Krai, The Kyiv Independent reported.
Russia has been using Shahed drones supplied
by Iran at targets deep inside Ukraine. Mobile
fire groups and anti-aircraft missile units of the

Ukrainian Air Force repelled the attack over
Dnipropetrovsk, Odesa, Kherson, Khmelnytskyi,
Cherkasy, Kharkiv, Vinnytsia and Sumy region.
Earlier on Tuesday night, Russian forces
launched a wave of attack drones at Ukraine’s
northeastern Sumy, striking multiple areas of the
city, according to the regional military
administration, The Kyiv Independent reported.

The administration said that all injured
persons were receiving medical attention, but did
not provide details on the number of casualties
or the extent of the damage. Several explosions
were also reported on Tuesday evening in Odesa
and Khmelnytskyi.
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“If the economy evolves broadly as expected,
it will likely be appropriate to begin dialling back policy
restraint at some point this year,”
prepared remarks for a congressional hearing before
the House Financial Services Committee.

“But the economic outlook is uncertain, and ongoing
progress toward our 2 per cent inflation objective is
not assured,” Powell said in his testimony.

“The Committee does not expect that it will be
appropriate to reduce the target range until it has
gained greater confidence that inflation is moving

Powell reiterates US Fed not ready to start cutting interest rates

Powell said in

sustainably toward 2 per cent,” he said.

Overall, the speech didn’t introduce any fresh
perspectives on monetary policy. The remarks,
however, highlighted officials’ ongoing worry about
maintaining the gains made in combating inflation and
emphasized their commitment to making decisions
based on upcoming data, news agency reported.
“Reducing policy restraint too soon or too much could
resultin a reversal of progress we have seen in inflation
and ultimately require even tighter policy to get inflation
back to 2 per cent,” said the Fed chair.

Kamala Harris urges ceasefire, more aid at Japan's real wages fall in
meeting with Israeli war cabinet member January for 22nd month

Washington- US Vice
President Kamala Harris has met
with a member of Israel’s cabinet
prosecuting the war in Gaza, urging
an immediate ceasefire and the
increase and safe distribution of

humanitarian assistance to
Palestinian civilians in need.
Harris’ meeting with Benny Gantz,

former Israeli defence minister and

deputy prime minister, came on
Monday — one day after she gave
what appeared to be the most
strongly-worded call to date from the
Joe Biden administration for an
immediate ceasefire between Israel
and Hamas, news agency reported.
“The Vice President discussed the
urgency of achieving a hostage deal
and welcomed Israel’s constructive

approach to the hostage talks,” said
a readout of the meeting issued by
the White House.

“She called on Hamas to accept the
terms on the table whereby the
release of hostages would result in
an immediate six-week ceasefire,”
it added.

Harris also “expressed her deep
concern about the humanitarian
conditions in Gaza and the recent
horrific tragedy around an aid convoy
in northern Gaza”, the readout said,
referring to an incident Thursday that
killed scores of Palestinians trying
to get food from an aid convoy in
Gaza City. As a result, the civilian
death toll since Israel launched its
offensive in Gaza surpassed
30,000.

The Israeli military said on Sunday
that most of those killed in the
chaotic event died from a stampede,
while Palestinian-run local health
authorities said those sent to
hospitals were shot by large-calibre
ammunition.

Tokyo-
workers’ real wages in January
shrank for the 22nd straight

Japanese

month, as salary gains
continued to fall short of
outpacing inflation, government
data showed on
Thursday.Inflation-adjusted real
wages were down 0.6 per cent
from a year earlier, following a
revised 2.1 per cent fall in

Nikki Haley suspends race for
White House after more losses

Washington- Nikki Haley, the former announcing she was suspending their who did not want Trump to be their nominee

US Ambassador to the UN, suspended her campaign. She said the former President

again. But, in the end, their numbers fell

campaign for the Republican nomination for must earn the support of the party “Itis now far short of winning her the nomination. But

President after a severe drubbing

in the primaries held in more than
10 states on Tuesday.Former
President Donald Trump will now
presumptive
Republican nominee to take on
a g
in the Novemberl
election. He has a lock on the
nomination with 955 delegates,
which is just a bit shy of the IH ALEY
winning threshold of 1,215
delegates. (Every state gives the ;{;‘fm
candidates a certain number of
delegates who will vote to elect a nominee
in the party convention later in the year.
Haley has picked up only 88 thus far). The
Indian American Republican did not endorse
Trump in a brief speech she delivered

become the

President Joe

Democrat,

Biden,

NIKKIHALEY
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up to Donald Trump to earn the votes of
those in our party who did not support him,
and | hope he does,” she said. “This is now
his time for choosing.” Haley ran a gritty
campaign coalescing Republican voters

she did raise substantial sums of

gk
Y

money, garnering the support of some
of the party’s largest donors, such as
the immensely resourceful Koch
g Network, which in a sign of things to
come, withdrew its support to Haley
last week. Haley won the primaries in
only two states thus far, to Trump’s
22. Calls had been mounting from
within the Republican party for her to
exit the race and let Trump focus on
Bl his contest against Biden. But Haley
stayed in, arguing she was the better
“* candidate than both Trump and Biden,
who are battling voter scepticism on
account of their age and, for the former
president,
charges, some of which he has lost and
could end up in jail someday.

a litany of civil and criminal

December, logging their
smallest decline in 13 months
on weakening price pressures,
according to the Ministry of
Health, Labor and Welfare.
Nominal wages, the average
total monthly cash earnings per
worker including base and
overtime pay, grew 2.0 per cent
year-on-year in January to
282,270 yen ($1,900), up for the
25th consecutive month, the
data showed, news agency
reported.Average base pay and
other scheduled wages went up
1.3 per cent to 269,359 yen,
while overtime pay and other
nonscheduled wages edged up
by 0.4 per cent to 18,604 yen.
The country’s wages are seen as
a major indicator whether a
cycle of pay increases above
inflation is likely to be
established, factors the central
bank considers in phasing out
its massive stimulus
programme. The Japanese Trade
Union Confederation, or Rengo,
said it aims to negotiate pay
hikes of 5 per cent or higher,
Kyodo news reported. Though
some major companies have
announced big increases, with
automaker Honda Motor Co.
agreeing to a 5.6 per cent annual
pay hike, it remains to be seen
whether medium-sized and
small businesses, which employ
around 70 per cent of the
country’s workforce, will
increase wages.
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