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Nikki Haley hopes to stop Trump's bull
run in the presidential GOP primary

Washington : Nikki Haley, the fiercest chal-
lenger to ex-president Donald Trump in the
GOP 2024 primary, banks on the most
unlikeliest of ally, Democrats, who might flip,
to vote for her on her home turf South Caro-
lina, to stop Trump's bull run in the presiden-
tial race.Nikki Haley, the former UN ambas-
sador appointed by Trump himself, will try to
slow down Trump's seemingly inevitable march
toward the GOP nomination. Haley is bank-
ing on a bloc of home state voters she's never
needed to court before, the Democrats, me-
dia reports said.

Trump's absolute dominance in the
lowa primary, narrow win in New Hampshire,
seems to have instilled an aura of invincibility
around his primary campaign. Haley hopes to
pierce that and salvage an sense of viability
past South Carolina, and she is planning to
expand her coalition beyond anti-Trump Re-
publicans and independent-minded voters - a
task that would almost certainly include at
least small pockets of Democrats not sold on
re-electing President Joe Biden or those will-
ing to switch sides to try to stop Trump from
getting the GOP nomination, NBC reported.

The political maths is being made
more complicated by the incentive for Biden
and Democrats to generate a "monster turn-
out" after making South Carolina the party's
first sanctioned nominating contest, and there
is less evidence of any cross voting in the
Palmetto State. "Democrats do not vote in
Republican primaries here, just like Republi-
cans won't vote in Democratic primaries," said
former South Carolina Republican Party Chair-
man Katon Dawson. "We tried and tried and
tried, | spent money doing it. We found there
was not much there."

Haley says she does not "have to win"
her home state of South Carolina but needs
"momentum”. In both New Hampshire and
lowa, Haley faced criticism from opponents
that she was targeting Democrats to offset
her disadvantage with Republican primary vot-
ers, an idea her campaign has rejected. Offi-
cials have not, however, disputed that they are
trying to expand the Republican base.

"The Republican Party has to be a
story of addition again, not subtraction. Trump
lost races we should have won in 2018, 2020
and 2022," Haley spokeswoman Olivia Perez-
Cubas said. "If Republicans want to start win-
ning again, we have to start bringing in new
voters, including conservatives, independents
and Democrats who are fed up with Joe Biden."

Some Republicans feel there are still
three weeks between the Democrats' primary

A

on Saturday and the Republicans' February
24 primary that creates a unique opportunity
for Haley to pick up voters who might not ordi-
narily vote in a GOP primary.

In South Carolina, people can vote to
take part in either party's primary. So if a voter
does not cast a ballot in the Democratic pri-
mary, Haley's team will have three weeks to
crunch the numbers and come up with a plan
to target the exact set of voters who have yet
to vote in the state, NBC said.

"Haley should absolutely look to turn
out every voter possible in the primary, and
with the democratic Presidential Primary be-
ing held three weeks prior, there should be
ample time to identify those who did not vote
in the primary and encourage them to vote in
the Republican Primary," said Alex Stroman,
a former executive director of the South Caro-
lina GOP.

He said South Carolina not requiring
party registration "gives us the best candidates
to win general elections." Haley needs to juice
turnout among those independents, moderates
and true Republicans to improve on her re-
sults in New Hampshire and launch her into
Michigan and then Super Tuesday states,”
Stroman said referring to the March 5 round of
primaries in 16 states.

Jay Parmley, executive director of the
South Carolina Democratic Party, said they
have heard from some Democrats planning to
vote for Haley. "Yeah, we have heard that is
happening. It might be smart for Haley, but
it's stupid for Democrats to vote in the Repub-
lican primary,” he said. "She is just as bad as
Donald Trump. My call to Democrats is, 'If you

didn't vote for her as governor, why you would
vote for her as the nominee.?"

"We are doing everything we can to
talk to Democrats and get them to vote. Now
we have some saying they may vote for Haley
to try and stop Trump,” Parmley added. "That's
just stupid'." Haley has portrayed herself as
the eager beaver politician ready to take head
on the establishment in both political parties,
an opportunity she has in her home state. Both
the Biden and Trump camps have signalled to
Haley to drop out so that they can turn their
focus to a general election matchup they view
as already set. On the night of the New Hamp-

shire primary, Biden said in a statement that
it is "now clear" that Trump will win the GOP
nomination.

Democratic strategists say they ex-
pect many of their party's voters to cast bal-
lots for Biden on Saturday, making them ineli-
gible to participate in the Republican primary
three weeks later. Moreover, there's little love
lost between Haley and Democrats in the
state she governed from the political right.

"There is no major effort by Demo-
crats to vote for Nikki Haley. She was not good
for us when she was governor. So there’s no
need to think she would be good for us as
president,” said Clay Middleton, a long-time
Democratic operative who is serving as a se-
nior adviser to the Biden campaign in South
Carolina. 'Our goal as a campaign is to make
sure that we contact voters and show them,
remind them, what the president has done for
South Carolinians and for African Americans,
in particular, and show that appreciation by
voting on February 3."

Middleton noted that Biden, Vice
President Kamala Harris and "a slew" of
top surrogates have visited the state in
recent weeks, a group that includes Demo-
cratic National Committee Chairman Jaime
Harrison, a South Carolina native, Califor-
nia Gov. Gavin Newsom and Rep. Ro
Khanna, D-Calif. Biden spoke at a 'First
in the Nation' dinner Saturday in Colum-
bia, which highlighted his decision to make
South Carolina’s primary the opening contest
on the party's calendar.

Imran Khan, Bushra Bibi sentenced to 14-
year imprisonment in Toshakhana case

Rawalpindi : An accountability court on Wednes-
day sentenced former Pakistan premier Imran
Khan and his wife Bushra
Bibi to 14 years imprison-
ment in the Toshakhana
case, local media
reported.The verdict
comes a day after the PTI
founder was sentenced to
10 years imprisonment in
the cipher case by a spe-
cial court established under the Official Secrets
Act. Accountability court judge Mohammad
Bashir presided over the hearing at Rawalpindi's
Adiala jail, where the former Khan is incarcer-
ated, The Express Tribune reported. Imran and
Bushra were also barred from holding any pub-
lic office for the next 10 years and were fined

around Rs1,574 million, The Express Tribune
reported.imran The judge also asked the two to
record their statements
under Section 342 of the
Code of Criminal Proce-
dure and closed the right
of cross-examination of
the prosecution wit-
nesses. The couple were
indicted in the reference on
January 9. Reacting
strongly to the verdict, the PTltermed it as "com-
plete destruction of every law" and claimed the
former premier and first lady have faced "yet
another kangaroo trial". The party further said
no right of defence was given to either Imran or
Bushra and the case has "no basis" to stand on
in any higher court, similar to the cipher trial.



ﬁpmw
ouar A9 <%

niine and Print Medic

11

"Redefining Matrimony: Prioritizing Ch

Aubaid Ahmad Akhoon

akhoon.aubaid@gmail.com
In the dynamic journey of seeking life part-
ners, one is met with both excitement and
challenges. The universal longing for a beauti-
ful, mature, morally sound, and understand-
ing life partner often encounters the paradox
where wealth seems to overshadow the im-
portance of character in marital decisions.
Changing Dynamics: Elevating Character
Above Wealth
In navigating the contemporary landscape of
matrimony, there is a disconcerting reality
where financial considerations sometimes
obscure the significance of character, moral
values, and understanding. While financial
stability is undeniably important, it should en-
hance rather than overshadow virtues like car-
ing, love, and mutual respect.
Societal Pressures and Unrealistic Stan-
dards
The societal pressure to conform to material-
istic ideals adds stress to the pursuit of an
ideal life partner. Acknowledging that wealth
alone does not guarantee a fulfilling marriage
is crucial. Prioritizing virtues such as kind-
ness, empathy, and shared values becomes
the cornerstone for building lasting relation-
ships.
Reevaluating Cultural Norms
The challenges faced call for a reassessment

of cultural norms that prioritize financial sta-
tus over character. Ancestors, guided by prin-
ciples of morality and virtue, regarded an
individual's character as paramount. Deviat-
ing from these ethical foundations has given
rise to contemporary challenges in the matri-
monial arena.

Religious Teachings and Ethical Values
Many religions emphasize the importance of
morality, compassion, and ethical conduct in
marital relationships. Revisiting these teach-
ings and integrating them into our contempo-
rary approach to marriage, placing character
and virtue at the forefront, becomes impera-
tive.

"And among His Signs is this, that He cre-
ated for you mates from among yourselves,
that ye may dwell in tranquility with them, and
He has put love and mercy between your
(hearts)" - Quran 30:21
The Conundrum of Marriage Age and Birth
Rates
The increasing age at which individuals choose
to marry contributes to a decline in birth rates.
Recognizing the significance of timely unions
becomes pivotal. A societal shift towards this
recognition can address not only the quest
for the right life partner but also the broader
issue of declining birth rates.

Building a Noble Society: A Call for
Change

02 gd=dl 3 08 &d<dl 2024

Creating awareness within religious congre-
gations, through Friday prayers and various
social networks, emerges as a catalyst for
change. Emphasizing the value of character-
driven unions over materialistic considerations
becomes the cornerstone for the formation of
a morally upgraded, respectful society.
Addressing the Ease of lllegal Relation-
ships

In the contemporary landscape, forming illicit
relationships has become more accessible
than nurturing legal ones. This shift demands
aradical change in societal attitudes. Instead
of engaging in divisive quarrels, religious schol-
ars (Ulamas) from various mathabs can play
a pivotal role. Frequent awareness-raising
during Friday prayers and on social network
platforms can contribute to creating a noble,
morally upgraded, decent, and respectful so-
ciety where warm feelings of respect extend
to everyone.

Controlling Extravagance in Marriages
Extravagance in marriages demands attention.
Advocating for controlled spending on wed-
dings, promoting modest celebrations, not
only aligns with ethical principles but also pre-
vents financial burdens on newlyweds.
Tackling Deceptive Practices and Caste
System

In addition, addressing the prevalence of de-
ceptive practices by matchmakers who sell

aracter Over Wealth"

fake profiles for financial gains is crucial.
Working towards creating a transparent mat-
rimonial system can foster trust and authen-
ticity in the pursuit of life partners.

"The best of you are those who are best to
their wives." - Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)
Moreover, educating elders to shift their
mindset while looking for matches is impera-
tive. The ingrained caste system, especially
in Kashmiri society, has been detrimental to
the matrimonial landscape. As highlighted in
Islamic teachings, focusing on the character
of individuals should take precedence over
rigid religious considerations.

A Paradigm Shift for a Harmonious Soci-
ety

Bottom line, this article serves as a call to
action, urging individuals and communities to
play arole in reshaping societal perspectives
on matrimony. By collectively working towards
a transparent, ethical, and character-driven
approach, we can pave the way for a society
where character and respect form the bedrock
of relationships, transcending the limitations
imposed by financial motives, deceptive prac-
tices, and outdated societal norms.

About the Author:

Aubaid Ahmad Akhoon is a distinguished Edu-
cational Columnist, Motivational Speaker, and
Associate Editor of the weekly educational
publication 'Education Quill.'

At the core of discussion on Examination is
the focus on a holistic educational approach.
It advocates critical thinking and practical ap-
plication of knowledge

As the Chairperson of the National Commis-
sion for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR),
| have closely observed the transformative
journey of the Indian education system, es-
pecially in the context of examinations. Cen-
tral to this transformation is Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's . discussion on Examina-
tion 'initiative, a pioneering effort to alleviate
the stress surrounding exams. We need to
understand this significant shift and advocate
for a societal movement to destress the exam
process.

Over the last few decades, the Indian educa-
tion system has seen a tendency to equate
academic success with a student's overall
worth, which has inadvertently created an en-
vironment of high pressure. This approach
has led to negative consequences, including
student anxiety and mental health issues. .
discussion on Examination 'emerges as a
pivotal initiative, redefining this outlook by
viewing examinations as a celebration of
knowledge and learning.

Through my experiences and interactions
within the educational sphere, | have come
to understand the importance of this cultural
shift. The annual dialogues initiated by Prime
Minister Modi are not just conversations; they
are catalysts for nationwide educational re-
form. These interactions allow for an ex-
change of ideas and concerns, fostering a
supportive and understanding environment for
students.

At the core of discussion on Examination
is the focus on a holistic educational ap-
proach. It challenges the conventional focus
on grades and marks, advocating for a sys-
tem that values understanding, critical think-
ing, and practical application of knowledge.
Parents and teachers play a crucial role in

From stress to festivity

(understand this significant shift and advocate for a
societal movement to destress the exam process.)

.

Vijay Garg Retired Principal

*

Educational columnist malout

this transformation. In many Indian house-
holds, there is a deep-rooted belief that aca-
demic excellence is the sole path to success,
often overshadowing other talents and skills.
Changing this mindset is essential. We need
to foster a balanced approach where academic
achievements are acknowledged, but not at
the expense of a child's mental health or per-
sonal growth.

Furthermore, the Indian socio-economic land-
scape demands an education system that is
adaptable and inclusive' discussion on Ex-
amination ' acknowledges this need and cham-
pions an education system that nurtures di-
verse talents, encouraging critical and creative
thinking, essential for tackling future chal-
lenges.

However, the true measure of success for such
an initiative lies in its acceptance and imple-
mentation across the nation. This requires a
collaborative effort from the government, edu-
cational institutions, parents, and students.

In addition to these efforts, there is a need for
a broader dialogue on the purpose of educa-
tion. Education should not just be about scor-
ing well in exams but about developing a well-
rounded personality. This includes nurturing
emotional intelligence, ethical values, and a
sense of social responsibility.  discussion
on Examination can be a platform to initiate
discussions on these broader aspects, ensur-
ing @ more comprehensive development of our
future generations.

Moreover, integrating innovative teaching meth-
odologies can play a significant role in trans-
forming the learning experience. Interactive
and experiential learning methods can make
education more engaging and less intimidat-
ing.

'discussion on Examination 'is a journey to-
wards an education system that respects and
nurtures individual potential. It marks the be-
ginning of an era where examinations are a
part of a larger, more enriching educational

. schools, where children can express them-
. selves freely and seek help without hesita-

experience. Our collective responsibility is to
ensure that this change is deeply ingrained
in our educational philosophy. With persis-
tent efforts and a united vision, we can rede-
fine the way examinations are perceived, lead-
ing to a future where our children are not just
academically proficient but also emotionally
and ethically strong.

In this context, it is crucial to address the
broader implications of this stress-free exami-
nation approach. Reducing stress is not
merely about changing the examination pat-
tern; it involves nurturing an ecosystem that
supports mental well-being and encourages
continuous learning. This involves creating
supportive environments both at home and in

tion.

Additionally, incorporating life skills and emo-
tional intelligence into the curriculum is es-
sential. In today's rapidly changing world, stu-
dents need to be equipped with skills such
as resilience, adaptability, and empathy.
These skills, along with academic knowledge,
will prepare them to face life's challenges ef-
fectively. Continuous dialogue between edu-
cators, policymakers, and stakeholders can
lead to more informed and effective strate-
gies for educational reform. ' discussion on
Examination ' can serve as a model for
such collaborative efforts, fostering a culture
of open communication and shared learning.
The path forward requires persistence, col-
laboration, and a shared vision. It is a path
towards a future where our education sys-
tem not only imparts knowledge but also
instils values and builds character. With con-
tinued efforts and a united commitment to
change, we can ensure that the spirit of dis-
cussion on Examination permeates every
aspect of our education system, making it a
nurturing, inclusive, and empowering space
for all our children.
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Guru Gobind Singh ji * S Birthday celebrated in Manhattan

NY City Public Advocate Jumaane D William was attended this celebration.

NewYork- ( Preetnama)- Japneet Singh organized
Guru Gobind Singh Ji * Birthday celebration program
in David N. Dunkins Municipal Building City Center
NewYork On Monday January 29th, 2024 . Gurudwara
Baba Makhan Shah Lubana Richmond Hill and
Gurudwara Sikh Culture Society Richmond Hill

committee Members specially came in this program.
Sant Bab Prem Singh Sikh Culture Society NY, 5k
Run organisation , Guru Nanak Mission Organisation,
and all communities people also came to celebrate
Guru ji's Birthday.

NY City Public Advocate Jumaane D Williams was

attended this celebration. He wore beautiful turban and
praised Sikhism. Program started with Ardas . After
that Gatka Team presents Gatka ( martial art ) . Kids
sung Shabd Kirtan . Japneet Singh honoured
community leaders with appreciation award . He also
thanked to everyone for join this beautiful celebration.

JUMAANE D

JUMAANE D- WILLIAMS

WILLIAMS
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Stalling

Electric vehicle (EV) sales
are exhibiting signs of slowdown,
raising questions about the long-
term prospects of the EV market.
Despite significant investments
and government subsidies,
consumers seem to prefer
traditional gasoline-powered

e
vehicles over EVs. This shift in
preference has significant
implications, not only for the
automotive industry but also for
global dynamics, state budgets, and
commodity prices.

Evidence of this slowdown is
mounting. Hertz, which had

previously purchased 100,000 Teslas
in 2021, recently began phasing out
one-third of its EV fleet, incurring a
$245 million charge against its
earnings. The company’s plan to buy
175,000 EVs from GM is also
uncertain. Outside of affluent and
trendy areas, consumers are
showing more interest in hybrid and
gasoline-powered vehicles. In the
fourth quarter of 2023, EV sales
only grew by 1.3%, and EVs tend
to spend more time on dealer lots
compared to gasoline-powered
cars.

Furthermore, price wars, with
companies like Ford, Tesla, and
GM slashing EV prices by an
average of 20%, have not
significantly boosted sales. Ford,
in particular, is reportedly losing
$36,000 on each unit sold.

State governments have been
offering substantial subsidies for EVs
despite their own budget deficits.

Electric Vehicle Sales Show Signs of

California, for instance, provides an
additional $7,000 to each new EV
buyer on top of the federal credit,
despite having a $68 billion budget
deficit. New Jersey also offers $4,000
checks to EV buyers despite
dwindling revenues. The
sustainability of these subsidies is
in question.

Toyota, which bet on hybrids instead
of EVs, has seen its share price
outperform GM’s by 40% over the
past year. Toyota Chairman Akio
Toyoda stated that people are now
“finally seeing reality.” Hybrids
and gasoline-powered vehicles
require fewer parts and fewer man-
hours to manufacture, providing a
more practical and cost-effective
alternative for automakers.

The challenges facing EVs extend
beyond consumer preferences,
including concerns about the
electrical grid’s reliability. Frequent
and prolonged blackouts have raised

as GM, and Ford Cut Prices

doubts about relying on electric
mobility, especially with renewable
energy sources susceptible to
weather-related disruptions.

While China’s EV market has seen
substantial growth, it remains
vulnerable to weaker U.S. sales and
fluctuations in commodity prices.
China’s heavy reliance on key
minerals from countries like
Zimbabwe, the Democratic Republic
of the Congo, Cuba, and Russia
could pose challenges if commodity
prices decline.

In contrast, the 1990s bread-
machine fad did not receive public
subsidies, mandates, or aggressive
pricing strategies, and it eventually
faded away. The EV market has been
actively promoted by various
stakeholders, but consumers are not
fully embracing it, indicating that the
internal combustion engine still holds
a dominant position in the
automobile market.

SUBARU CANADA ANNOUNCES PRICING FOR 2024
WRX LINEUP; NEW RS AND GT TRIMS FEATURED

New RS and GT trim levels
EyeSight Driver Assist Technology
now standard on all trims, including

manual transmission models
Available adaptive suspension with
electronically controlled dampers
MISSISSAUGA, ON, Jan. 31,2024
/CNW/ — Subaru Canada , Inc. is
thrilled to announce pricing for the
2024 WRX lineup, featuring two all-
new trim levels. For 2024, the WRX
lineup consists of four manual
transmission trims —WRX, Sport, RS,
and Sport-tech — and two automatic
transmission trim levels with the
Subaru Performance Transmission
(SPT), Sportand GT.

EyeSight Driver Assist Technology
now comes standard on all trims,
including manual transmission
models. The award-winning safety
system includes Adaptive Cruise
Control, Pre-Collision Braking
System, Lane Departure and Sway
Warning, and Lead Vehicle Start Alert.
With a starting MSRP of $33,695 ,

litre turbocharged Subaru BOXER
engine producing 271 horsepower at
5,600 rpm and 258 Ib-ft of torque in a
broad torque curve of 2,000-5,200 rpm.
The WRX s equipped with a 6-speed
manual transmission and Subaru
symmetrical full-time all-wheel drive.
Other standard features include a dual
7.0-inch touch-screen infotainment
system, Apple CarPlay and Android
Auto, SiriusXM satellite radio with
Travel Link (free 3-month trial), a 6-
speaker audio system, and heated
front seats. Outside, the WRX
features a striking design
incorporating compact fully-automatic
LED headlamps with high-beam
assist, a functional hood scoop,
quad-tip polished high-performance
exhaust, and 17-inch aluminum alloy
wheels. Aerodynamic-textured black
cladding along the rocker panels and
wheel arches provides extra
protection on rough roads for those
looking to connect the WRX back to

its rally roots. Moving up to the Sport
trim with a manual transmission,
starting at $38,195 , the interior is
enhanced with an 11.6-inch tablet-

. style touch-screen infotainment

system with Wireless Apple CarPlay
and Android Auto functionality.

s SiriusXMwith 360L (free 3-month trial)

is added and offers the most advanced
in-car experience with on-demand
listening, personalized
recommendations, direct tuning, live

O s P ) 5 = sports and more. Subaru STARLINK
the WRX comes standard with a 2.4-

Connected Services (3-year free trial),
Subaru Rear /Side Vehicle Detection
(SRVD), and Emergency Automatic
Steering are added alongside dual-
zone automatic climate control,

aluminum alloy pedals, premium cloth
seating surfaces, proximity key with
push-button start, power-tilting and
sliding sunroof with sunshade, and
auto-dimming rearview mirror with
HomelLink and compass. Externally,
the Sport trim gains LED fog lights, a
low-profile lip spoiler, and 18-inch
aluminum alloy wheels. The Sport trim
is also available in an automatic
variant, equippedwiththe SPT. Thistrim
provides a host of SPT-specific features
such as a transmission oil cooler, Auto
Vehicle Hold, Reverse Automatic Braking,
a Variable Torque Distribution centre
differential, electronic parking brake, and
SI-DRIVE. Sport SPT trim starts at
$40,095 . At the heart of the 2024

WRX lineup is the new RS trim,

offering significant improvements in
driving performance and dynamics.
Based on the Sport with the 6-speed
manual, the RS comes equipped with
a high-performance Brembo braking
system, including red-painted 6-piston
front calipers, red-painted 2-piston rear
calipers, larger pads, and cross-drilled
rotors, enhancing stopping power, fade
resistance, and pedal feel. Frontand rear
suspension receive an RS-tune and
suspension dampers have also been
optimized for the RS-exclusive 19-inch
gunmetal alloy wheels wrapped in 245/
35 R19 Bridgestone Potenza S007
tires for maximum grip and cornering
ability.

Mercedes-Benz eEconic used for road safety in Stockholm

TMA Bolaget AB, a leading
Swedish road safety enterprise,
has recently added two fully electric
eEconic special-purpose vehicles
to its fleet
TMA Bolaget AB, a leading
Swedish road safety enterprise,
has recently added two fully electric
eEconic special-purpose vehicles

The special-purpose vehicles are

so-called TMA-vehicles, which are

to its fleet. The eEconic is based
on the tried-and-true Econic and
was specifically developed as an
all-electric alternative for locally

CO2-neutral use in urban
environments. Primarily used for
waste management up until now, it
will now be part of TMA operations
in Sweden.

equipped with mobile impact
absorbers —also known as TMA
or truck-mounted attenuator —to
secure construction sites of
short duration, for example. The
truck-mounted attenuator can
protect all parties involved in the
event of a collision.

The two eEconic were equipped by
Vicky Teknik, which has many
years of experience with TMA
bodies. The vehicles are equipped
with a separate battery system with
approx. 20 hours of operating
capacity per charge, and additional
solar cells.
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Melbourne-Former Australia backed the top-order batter to rectify
captain Michael Clarke has noted a it and be back to scoring ways for
technical change in Marnus the tour of New Zealand.
Labuschagne’s batting and has Labuschagne had a horrid time in

Bowlers been getting Aus out of jail;
middle-order numbers are not great: Finch

Melbourne- Former reduced to 54/5 before Usman

Australia captain Aaron Finch
believes that the side's bowling
attack has been bailing the team
out of tough situations in their Test
matches of the international home
summer, adding that the numbers
of the middle-order batters don’t
make for a great look.

In the Tests at home, Australia
had a 3-0 series win over
Pakistan and even won the
Adelaide Test by ten wickets.
But in the second Test against
the West Indies at The Gabba
in Brisbane, Australia suffered
a collapse of 8/94 in a chase of
216, thus suffering a shock
eight-runloss to the visitors’.
"Think the bowlers have been
the ones who have got them out
of jail a few times, but also
Usman Khawaja...and Mitch
Marsh is also pulling his weight
in that regard. They're not great
numbers for a middle order that
| think have got some much
talent. The hundreds column is
a concern for me. Guys are
getting starts, and that's
reflected in the numbers, it's not
like they're averaging six," said
Finch to ESPN's Around The
Wicket show.

At The Gabba, Australia were

Khawaja, Alex Carey and Pat
Cummins led the recovery with the
bat. In their home summer, only
David Warner and Travis Head
scored centuries, while Marsh had
two scores in 90s while Steve
Smith carried his bat through for
91 not out at Brisbane.

Australia’s drawn 1-1 Test series
against the West Indies, making just
19 runs in four innings. His average
for the Australia Test summer
stands at 28.25, after amassing 226
runs overall. Moreover, he has scored
just one century and six half-
centuries in his last 18 Test
matches. "The only thing | can see
technically is that he just looks to
be squaring up a little bit with his
right shoulder. So mainly the balls
that are that back-of-a-length,
instead of staying really side on like
he does and back-foot defends the
ball to cover or to point, or even drops
it to his feet, he's just squaring up a
little bit. And that's why he's playing
a little in front of himself, edging it

Clarke notes technical change in Labuschagne’s

batting, backs him to return to form for NZ Tests

to a second, third (slip), gully area.”

"Again, he's such a good player,
he'll go away now, he'll work on that
before New Zealand. You can't write
Marnus off. He's batting at No. 3
which is one of the toughest
positions in Test cricket. Don't be
surprised if he comes out against
New Zealand and he's the leading
run-scorer. About every top-class
batsman goes through a stage like
this," said Clarke to ESPN's Around
The Wicket show. Australia’s next
Test assignment is a two-match
series against New Zealand, starting
on February 29. Former cricketer
Callum Ferguson believes the
challenge will be huge for Australia’s
top order batters comprising

Labuschagne, Steve Smith and
Usman Khawaja when they head to
New Zealand for the series coming
under 2023-2025 World Test
Championship cycle. "Don't think
Marnus is the only one getting
caught out squaring up and that can
be a bit of a result of batting on some
wickets that are bowler-friendly. You
just get a little bit out of shape, so
they're going to have to do some hard
work before they get over to New
Zealand to just get a bit more side
on, a few of them, and start playing
atouch later. Because over in New
Zealand they'll be seaming, swinging
conditions and New Zealand are very
good at extracting the most out of
those pitches."

Test cricket remains “pinnacle” for Jake

Fraser-McGurk ahead of potential debut at MCG

New Delhi- Australian ODI
squad member Jake Fraser-McGurk
is eagerly awaiting the possibility of
making his international debut
against the West Indies at the
Melbourne Cricket Ground (MCG)
on Friday. The 21-year-old
Victorian, who had an impressive
season with the Melbourne
Renegades in the Big Bash
League (BBL), is considered an
outside chance to be named in
the playing Xl.Fraser-McGurk,
one of five specialist batsmen in
the 13-man squad, expressed his
excitement about the prospect of
debuting at the iconic MCG.
Growing up in Victoria, he
reminisced about making his
Victorian debut at the same venue
alongside Will Sutherland. If given
the opportunity, debuting at the MCG

would be a dream come true for the there with Will Sutherland. If there's
young cricketer. “l haven'tbeentold achance that he and | could debut
yet ... but it would just be a dream. together, as he said, it would be a
Coming from Victoria, growing up nice full circle moment,” Fraser-
there, | made my Victorian debut McGurk shared with SEN Breakfast.

Hockey Pro League: Austra

Bhubaneswar- The Netherlands, the
number one ranked women’s hockey team in
the world, and Australia, ranked second in the
world, arrived at the Biju Patnaik International
Airport in Bhubaneswar, Odisha on

Wednesday to begin their FIH I

Hockey Pro League 2023/24-\
campaign.The FIH Hockey Pro =%
League 2023/24 (women) sl
scheduled to take place at the @
Kalinga Hockey Stadium in|
Bhubaneswar from 3rd to 9th
February, before moving to the Birsa
Munda Hockey Stadium in X
Rourkela, where the league will F 8
continue from February 12-18. Five &
national teams — India, China, the United States
of America, the Netherlands, and Australia —
will participate in the India leg of the FIH
Hockey Pro League 2023/24, facing each other
once in Bhubaneswar and once in Rourkela.
Australia will play their first match of the FIH
Hockey Pro League 2023/24 on February 3,

against China, followed by a contest with the
United States on February 6. They will then
take on India on February 7 and the
Netherlands on February 9.

[t

2023 24

Meanwhile, the Netherlands will kick off their
FIH Hockey Pro League 2023/24 campaign on
February 3, in a battle against the United
States. Their next match will be against India
on February 4, followed by a clash with China
on February 6. They will go on to face Australia
in the last match of the Bhubaneswar leg, on

ja and Netherlands touch down in Bhubaneswar

February 9. "The FIH Hockey Pro League
2023/24 is a crucial fixture for us as it serves
as a preparatory event for the Paris 2024
Olympics. We are looking forward to it and

are excited for what is to come. We have
been training in Delhi forthe last six days

9 | played them in a while. But China,
= Australia, and India are all exceptional

' teams and we are looking forward to taking
, them on," the Netherlands' Captain Maria
Verschoor commented after landing in

= 5“ Bhubaneswar. Echoing similar thoughts

a_ "

“ Australia's Captain Grace Stewart said,
"The FIH Hockey Pro League 2023/24 is super
important for us, we will face a lot of good
quality teams here, and it is a great opportunity
to bring things together as a team and get
some matches under our belt. We have been
training together for a month now and we are
excited to get going.
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Gymnastic
Basketball,

Tenis

Dream :
Serving people

by becominga |!
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Star of the February Month
Drum roll please! Presenting MISS PRE

TEEN INDIA NY 2023 Ms Mahi Jaggi!

Hosted by Nishi Nahl of Panache entertainment, Mahi,
an exceptional 8 year old was not only the youngest
candidate in her category, but brought home the crown
with a roar! An academically accelerated student, Mahi
is on a platform to give back to the community, and
believes “sharing is caring”. Mahi hails from a family
with a heart of gold, where she inherits
blood traits of community service
hailing from her grandmother Pinky
Jaggi to her giving parents Tony and
Radha Jaggi. Mahi had the crowd i
awe of how commendable she
presented herself with utmost grace,
and confidence! By far, her question

and answer round was remarkable! An 8 years old
young girl answered with intellect, dignity and skill that
was beyond imaginable for a tender age of 8!
Congratulations Mahi on bringing home the crown! She
attributes to use this platform to showcase her Indian
American culture and heritage to ensure despite being
born and raised in USA, her cultural roots are instilled

within her to the core. Mabhi is an all rounder talented
young girl with flawless talents from a member in her
her school’s chorus, she not only sings, but participates
professionally to an outstanding dance company RS

International Ny- by Shilpa Jhurani learning
Bollywood,

Kathak and several other
dance forms! mahi has also been
recognized and performed with and
for several Bollywood celebrities
om Arbaaz Khan, Bhagyashree
and Ameesha Patel! The eventwas
a grandeur extravaganza brought by
Nishi Bahl of Panache entertainment.

Glitz,

Glamor and galore, it all Came down hosting Miss,
Teen, Mrs and Miss Pre teen India New York! The most
authentic and longest running pageant outside of New
York, in association with IFC! Panache entertainment
has been hosting several events from Pageants,
Fashion shows and charitable events for over 20 years!

- —
k |

Certificate of Participation
Mahi Jagei
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Star of the February Month

Miss Mahi Jaggi, an 8-year-old
resident of Hicksville, NY, currently holds
the esteemed title of Miss Pre Teen India
New York. She is an accomplished
member of RS International Dance
Academy, showcasing her talent by
performing for renowned Bollywood
figures such as Shaan, Bhagyashree,
Abhimanyu Dasani, Arbaaz Khan,
Ameesha Patel, and Surbhi Jyoti within
| the past year.

In recognition of her contributions,

Mahi was honored by NYC Mayor Eric
Adams at a Diwali festival in 2023.
Beyond her achievements in the cultural
realm, Mahi is a distinguished athlete,
excelling in gymnastics, basketball,
tennis, and track. Notably, she is the
granddaughter of Mrs. Pinky Jaggi, who
holds the esteemed position of
President at LILC, and Mr. Surinder

Jaggi.
On a personal note, Mahi aspires to
contribute to society as a doctor, driven

by her passion for helping others and
making her parents, Radha and Gaurav
Jaggi, along with her big brother, Veer,
proud. This young achiever is poised for
a bright future, combining her diverse
talents and aspirations with a
commitment to making a positive
impact in the world. With grandparents
Grandma Pinky Jaggi and Grandpa
Surinder Jaggi providing additional
layers of support, Mahi’s journey is
enriched by the warmth and guidance
of a loving family
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