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Discrimination in the Classroom: A Critical Issue in Education

Education is often regarded as the
cornerstone of personal and soci-
etal development, fostering an en-
vironment where individuals can
grow, learn, and contribute to soci-
ety. However, a persistent issue
that continues to undermine the
core principles of education is dis-
crimination within the classroom,
particularly when it emanates from
teachers. This article explores the
various facets of discrimination in
the educational sector, its detrimen-
tal effects on students, and the ur-
gent need for systemic change.

Discrimination in the classroom

can manifest in various forms, in-

cluding but not limited to racial,
gender-based, socio-economic,
and ability-based discrimination.
Teachers, whether consciously or
unconsciously, may exhibit biased
behavior that negatively impacts
students belonging to marginalized
groups. Such discriminatory prac-
tices can result in unequal treat-
ment, limited opportunities, and
hindered academic success for af-
fected students.

Discrimination in the classroom
can have profound and long-lasting
effects on students. Firstly, it jeop-
ardizes the emotional well-being of
students, leading to feelings of iso-
lation, self-doubt, and low self-es-
teem. Moreover, discriminatory
practices can hinder a student's
academic progress by limiting their
access to resources, opportunities,
and constructive feedback.
Furthermore, discrimination can
contribute to a hostile learning en-
vironment, inhibiting the overall edu-
cational experience. Students who
feel marginalized may disengage
from the learning process, leading
to a negative impact on their aca-
demic performance and future pros-
pects. Additionally, the perpetua-
tion of discriminatory practices
may contribute to the reproduction
of societal inequalities, as educa-
tion should ideally serve as a cata-
lyst for social mobility and equal
opportunities.

Understanding the root causes of
discrimination in the classroom is
crucial for devising effective solu-
tions. Implicit biases, lack of cul-
tural competence, and inadequate
teacher training programs contrib-
ute to the prevalence of discrimi-

natory practices. It is essential for
educators to undergo training that
emphasizes awareness of their own
biases and promotes inclusive
teaching strategies. Educational
institutions must foster an environ-
ment that encourages open dia-
logue about diversity and
inclusivity, challenging stereotypes
and prejudices.

Addressing discrimination in the
classroom requires systemic
change at various levels. Educa-
tional policies must prioritize
inclusivity and diversity, ensuring
that curricula represent a broad
spectrum of voices and experi-
ences. Schools should implement
comprehensive anti-discrimination
policies that clearly outline conse-

guences for discriminatory behav-
ior and establish mechanisms for
reporting incidents. Moreover,
teacher training programs should
include modules on cultural sensi-
tivity, unconscious bias, and inclu-
sive teaching methodologies. On-
going professional development op-
portunities can help educators stay
informed about best practices and

maintain a commitment to creat-
ing an equitable learning environ-
ment. In order to combat discrimi-
nation in the classroom, fostering
a culture of inclusivity is para-
mount. Schools should celebrate
diversity through events, cultural
exchange programs, and the inclu-
sion of diverse perspectives in the
curriculum. Additionally, creating
support networks and counseling
services can provide a safe space
for students who experience
discrimination, helping them
cope with the emotional toll it
may take. Discrimination in
the classroom is a pervasive
issue that undermines the fun-
damental principles of education.
Itis essential for educators, admin-
istrators, and policymakers to
collaboratively address this prob-
lem through systemic changes in
policies,
Harpreet Singh Brar
Certified Counsellor & Interna-
tional writer
Educational & Social issues
Columnist
Main AFS Road Bathinda

Al begins telling bedtime stories to

San Francisco- As
ChatGPT creates new use cases,
some developers have created Al-
based models that can tell bedtime
stories to kids based on their
favourite characters.

However, it has also raised legal
and ethical concerns one such
story generator called Bluey-GPT
begins each session by asking
kids their name, age and a bit about
their day, then churns out
personalised tales starring Bluey
and her sister Bingo.

"It names her school, the area she
lives in, and talks about the fact
it's cold outside. It makes it more
real and engaging,” its London-
based developer Luke Warner told
Wired.

With ChatGPT, anyone can gener-
ate personalised stories starring
their kid and their favourite charac-
ter.

Story-making apps such as Oscar,

Once Upon a Bot, and
Bedtimestory.ai use generic char-
acters or those that are in the pub-
lic domain. Some apps include Al-
generated illustrations or the option

to have the story read aloud.

However, “the stories churned out
by Al aren't anywhere as good as
the show itself, and raise legal and
ethical concerns,” the report noted.
“In the UK, the legal protections for

kids amid legal, ethical concerns

characters include names as well
as backstory, mannerisms, and
expressions,” according to Xuyang
Zhu, a lawyer at the firm Taylor
Wessing.

“That copyright can be infringed if
a character is replicated in another
context in a way that reproduces
enough of these aspects,” Zhu was
quoted as saying in the report.
Character-specific GPTs create
more trademark problems than
copyright ones, according to ex-
perts. Story-making apps such as
Oscar, Once Upon a Bot, and
Bedtimestory.ai use generic char-
acters or those that are in the pub-
lic domain. Some apps include Al-
generated illustrations or the option
to have the story read aloud.
Another concern with bots that cre-
ate stories for kids is “making sure
what they churn out is actually safe
for children."



Khalil Gibran, born in Lebanon in
1883, stands as a celebrated figure,
a luminary whose brilliance rever-
berates through the ages. His pro-
found insights, poetic eloquence,
and philosophical reflections have
left an indelible mark on the literary
landscape, transcending cultural
and linguistic boundaries.
Contribution to the World of Lit-
erature

Gibran's literary legacy stands as
a testament to his unparalleled abil-
ity to weave spirituality, human emo-
tions, and universal themes into a
tapestry of profound wisdom. No-
table works such as "The Prophet"
and "A Treasury of Wisdom" exem-
plify his gift for articulating intricate
ideas with a simplicity that reso-
nates profoundly, earning him glo-
bal acclaim. "The Prophet," a time-
less masterpiece that debuted in
1923, continues to captivate read-
ers worldwide. Its enchanting wis-
dom, delivered in Gibran's eloquent
prose, has transcended borders,
embraced in over 100 languages.
This best-selling gem invites read-
ers on a global journey, inspiring
hearts with its enduring messages.
Alongside this masterpiece, Gibran

penned other notable works like
"The Madman" ,"Sand and Foam,"
and "The Forerunner." showcasing
the breadth of his artistic prowess.
Despite his artistic success,
Gibran's life was tragically cut short
by cirrhosis of the liver and tuber-
culosis, leaving behind a legacy that
continues to shape the literary land-
scape. He departed on April 10,
1931, but his words remain alive,
eternally resonating with those
seeking profound insights and spiri-
tual illumination.

GOD’S FOOL: Khalil Gibran's
Masterpiece

Within the tapestry of Khalil
Gibran's masterpiece, "God's Fool"
emerges as a powerful poem, a po-
etic symphony within "The Forerun-
ner." This profound piece delves into
intricate themes and philosophical
insights, inviting readers into an
enriching experience that mirrors
Gibran's unique perspective on spiri-
tuality and the tapestry of life. In the
larger context of "The Forerunner,"
a collection of 25 poems and
parables, Gibran intricately weaves
threads of wisdom, exploring the
depths of spirituality, love, and the
vast expanse of our greater selves.

Here, | present the enchanting nar-
rative of "God's Fool," a poetic gem
nestled within Khalil Gibran's mag-
num opus, "The Forerunner." Each
verse unveils a profound story, a
poetic odyssey that transcends the
ordinary, offering readers a glimpse
into Gibran's masterful exploration
of spirituality and the intricate tap-
estry of life.

In a bygone era, a man from a dis-
tant desert, dressed humbly, en-
tered a magnificent city, marveling
at its grand buildings and temples.
Despite language barriers, he wan-
dered into what he believed to be a
place of worship—a yellow marble
building—only to discover a lively
scene of feasting and music.
Mistaking it for a generous feast
hosted by the local prince, he in-
dulged in hospitality, unaware of an
impending misunderstanding. Con-
fronted about an unpaid bill by a
well-dressed doorkeeper, he faced
four watchmen, thinking them to be
the prince's servants. Escorted to
a court, he found himself ques-
tioned by a judge in an unfamiliar
language.

Advocates argued his case, leav-
ing him thrilled at the prospect of a

royal audience. However, the
judge's perplexing verdict sen-
tenced him to ride a naked horse
through the city with a tablet around
his neck. The procession, accom-
panied by trumpeters and drum-
mers, turned into a spectacle that
drew laughter from the onlookers.
Khalil Gibran's "God's Fool" vividly
captures the clash of cultures and
the complexities that arise when
simplicity encounters sophistica-
tion.

Critical Analysis: Khalil Gibran’s
Message in "God’s Fool"
Gibran, known for his philosophi-
cal insights, employs "God’s Fool"
as an allegory, challenging societal
norms and perceptions. The cen-
tral character, the "God'’s Fool," rep-
resents innocence and genuine in-
tent, yet faces ridicule due to cul-
tural misinterpretations. The lan-
guage barrier symbolizes the chal-
lenges of communication, empha-
sizing the importance of embrac-
ing diversity beyond appearances.
Legacy and Influence

Gibran's impact extends far beyond
his lifetime. His writings, including
"God's Fool," inspire artists, think-
ers, and spiritual seekers world-

Global Influence"

wide. The timeless wisdom prompts
reflection on personal journeys and
the quest for spiritual understand-
ing.
Embracing Gibran's Wisdom
As readers engage with "God's
Fool," they are invited to embrace
Gibran's wisdom and consider the
transformative power of questioning
societal norms. The work encour-
ages a shift in perspective, urging
individuals to look beyond the sur-
face and seek a profound connec-
tion with the divine.
Conclusion: A Literary Odyssey
In conclusion, Khalil Gibran's
"God's Fool" stands as a testa-
ment to his brilliance, merging spiri-
tuality with poetic expression. This
captivating literary odyssey chal-
lenges readers to reevaluate no-
tions of wisdom and folly, guiding
them on a contemplative journey
toward a deeper understanding of
existence. Gibran's words are not
merely read; they invite readers to
embark on a spiritual adventure,
crafted by a master wordsmith,
where literature becomes a trans-
formative experience.
Aubaid Akhoon
akhoon.aubaid@gmail.com

The airport transportation indus-
try has experienced significant
growth in recent years, with an in-
creasing number of people rely-
ing on air travel for both business
and leisure purposes. In today's
fast-paced world, where time is of
the essence, the inconvenience
caused by lost or misplaced lug-
gage is a major setback for many
travelers According to recent sta-
tistics, approximately 25 million
bags go missing each year at air-
ports worldwide. This results in
tremendous frustration and dis-
tress for passengers, as valuable
possessions, essential docu-
ments, and personal items may

LUGGAGE SURAKETHA

be lost or delayed indefinitely. Rec-
ognizing this issue as an opportu-
nity for improvement. Recognizing
this challenge, Rishabh Bajaj, an
MBA student from Bangalore, de-
veloped an innovative solution
known as the Luggage Suraksha
QR Code. Also, there is no secu-
rity at the bag counter of the Air-
port so anyone can take other pas-
senger luggage by mistake due to
bag of the same company.

The Luggage Suraksha QR Code
is a unique identification system
designed specifically for tracking
and resolving luggage-related is-
sues at airports. The technology
utilizes quick response (QR) codes,

One More Innovation from Bangalore
Resolve Bag Replacement Problem at Airport

w7 r 3

which are scannable square-
shaped barcodes that contain in-
formation specific to each piece of
luggage. This QR code is securely
attached to the Board-
ing pass and luggage
which contains essen- §
tial details such as the |
owner's identification, g‘
flight number, destina- ,_4
tion, and other relevant i
information. When
passengers leave the
Airport they have to i
scan both the Board-
ing Pass and Luggage again to
ensure that many no. of the bags
are registered with the particular
PNR and that the passenger is tak-
ing their bag or not. In case the pas-
senger takes another passenger's
luggage it shows an error imme-
diately and the gate will not
open.

The implementation of the Lug-
gage Suraksha QR Code provides

an array of benefits for both trav-
elers and airport staff. Some of
the key advantages include:
1. Increased Efficiency: The Lug-
gage Suraksha QR
Code expedites the
luggage tracking
W process, allowing
airport personnel to
locate and reunite
lost bags with their
owners in a shorter
ltimeframe. This
¥ minimizes inconve-
niences and re-
duces the chance of permanent
loss or damage to valuable pos-
sessions.
2. Enhanced Security: The QR
code system offers a secure
means of identifying luggage, re-
ducing the likelihood of theft or
unauthorized access to personal
belongings. Additionally, the in-
clusion of the owner's identification
within the code ensures that only

: 3. Cost and Time Savings: By sig-

| sating passengers for their lost

authorized individuals can claim
the baggage, enhancing overall
security measures.

nificantly reducing the number of
lost or misplaced bags, airports
can save on the expenses asso-
ciated with replacing or compen-

luggage. This also translates into
time savings for both the airport
staff and passengers, as the pro-
cess of resolving luggage replace-
ment becomes more streamlined.
4. Peace of Mind: The Luggage
Suraksha QR Code provides
peace of mind to travelers, know-
ing that their luggage is being
actively tracked and monitored.
This advanced technology mini-
mizes the stress and anxiety
associated with the potential
loss of important personal
items, ensuring a more pleas-
ant travel experience.
| am MBA student from Bangalore
and faced a problem while travel-
ing from HYDERABAD to NEW
DELHI on Vistara Airlines. So | cre-
ate this solution with the help of
technology but it is a very high in-
vestment not possible for me. | am
requesting DGCA, AIRPORT AU-
THORITY, and all AVIATION MIN-
ISTER JYOTIRADITYASCINDIAto
install the LUGGAGE
SURAKSHA QR CODE.

- Rishabh Bajaj
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Long Island Lag

The joys of being a woman. The
fairer sex as most would say. As women
we experience highs and lows in life,
many times feeling isolated and alone.
But, when we come together we learn we
have more in common than we know. Six
years ago in December Pinky Jaggi bring
us together to celebrate our sameness
and build a community with womens em-
powerment and thus was born LONG IS-
LAND LADIES CIRCLE (LILC) Over the
years it has served as a space for gath-
ering, service and friendship. Pinky Jaggi

es Circ

holds the title of Founder President of
LILC. A strong lady who holds the torch
of light with grace, strength, hardwork and
dedication. LILC and DDG hosted a fun
afternoon at Antuns in Long Island on
Dec 20 to celebrate 6 Years of LILC suc-
cess and Christmas Celebrations to-
gether . The program started with an
amazing introduction of our LILC presi-
dent Pinky Jaggi followed by introduc-
tion of Veena Lamba the founder of DIL
DIYAN GALLAN . All the other LILC of-
ficers and team were introduced by Pinky

e New York ( LILC NY) Ce

Jaggi too who made this event success-
ful by working hard day and night . We
had professional singers who entertained
the audience and kept everyone swing-
ing on their tunes all afternoon . Some
of the local talents were given a chance
to entertain us too .Singing
,dancing,delicious food and raffles were
the highlights of this program everyone
had a great time . There was plenty of
delicious food and drinks enjoyed by all
at Antuns . 30 free raffle prizes were
given out to the people who were a part

ebrated Christmas

of this celebration. It was a honor as
Congressman Tom Suozzi along with
team and CNN graced our occasion .We
had Tom Suozzi for our cake cutting cer-
emony too it was a truly memorable mo-
ment for all of us . The entertainment ,
Emcee and raffle prizes distribution was
handled by Priyanka Sharma and Poojaa
Makhijani who kept the program going in
a flawless manner. Special thanks to TV
ASIA for covering our program in an ex-
cellent way and showing highlights on
community round up
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598 BROAD HOLLOW ROAD MELVILLE, NY MM747-5002
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