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Invasive alien species, also known as inva-
sive exotic species or non-native species, are
organisms introduced to regions or ecosys-
tems outside their native range, establishing
self-sustaining populations. These species
often outcompete native counterparts, disrupt-
ing ecosystem balance and causing a range
of negative impacts.

In the Kashmir Himalaya, a total of 571 plant
species, including 96 invasive ones, have been
recorded in the alien flora. Stinking chamo-
mile (Anthemis cotula), originating in Eurasia,
is an invasive annual weed discovered in the
region in 1972 and is now considered one of
the worst invaders.

The Mexican water lily (Nymphaea mexicana)

In the advent of New year
2024, we must take vow to
give up mutual enmity and live
with love and affection

New year rises and falls after every 365/
366 days. people have a lot of expecta-
tions in the upcoming new year. And this
expectation makes us either good or bad
within the passage of time. We can see
around us many people suffer from evil like
enmity ,greed ,conspiracy, jealousy ,ani-
mosity etc. Now we need to bring a big
change among us to leave in a peaceful
environment.So, let's take a pledge to for-
get our differences resentments, entities
and create such an environment where we
canbreathe in peace and calm. it is cer-
tain that One can never be happy in life
keeping enmity in one's heart. It creates
only a negative energy which leads to the
unexpected dangerous result in the rela-
tionship. Evil makes enemies and be-
comes the cause of destruction in one
another's relationships.So, what is in the
use of such enmity which harms both the
houses. Life is so beautiful. It depends on
us to make it better by doing social ser-
vices such as providing Education to the
poor students, serving food in the hospi-
tals, donating blood to the needy people,
organising camp for the welfare of the
people and giving funds to the social ser-
vices committees. In addition, we must
be ready to help the people whether we
have money or not.Because, Sometimes
Taking out our precious time for people
proves much better than money.In this
way,Humanity will keep itself alive .
SANDEEP KAMBOJ
PRESIDENT
ROTARY CLUB GURUHARSAHAI
CONTACT NUMBER - 98594-00002

has proliferated across Dal Lake, showcas-
ing invasive characteristics with its rapid growth
rate. Leucanthemum vulgare, the ox-eye daisy,
introduced in the 1950s-1960s, has now cov-
ered large portions of Gulmarg and other
meadows, overpowering the diverse native
flora.

Most alien plant species in the region trace
their origin to Europe (38%), followed by Asia
(27%) and Africa (15%). The study reports the
first-time occurrence of seven plant species
in this region.

Globally, water hyacinth leads as the most
widespread invasive alien species on land,
followed by Lantana and the black rat. The
brown rat and house mouse are also perva-

sive invaders.

Factors Responsible for the Rise of Invasive
Species:

Globalization of Trade and Travel:
Increased international trade and travel unin-
tentionally move species across borders.
Cargo ships, airplanes, and vehicles inadvert-
ently carry invasive species within cargo,
through ballast water, or attached to surfaces,
facilitating their unintentional spread.
Climate Change:

Elevated temperatures and shifts in precipita-
tion patterns promote environments conducive
to the colonization and proliferation of inva-
sive species.

Measures Against Invasive Species Invasion:

nvasive Alien Species: A Growing Threat to Ecosystem Harmony"

Early Detection and Removal:
When invasive alien species are introduced
unintentionally, swift removal is crucial. Plants
must be destroyed to prevent further spread.
Control Strategies:
In cases where invasive populations are
too large for removal, measures must be
taken to prevent further spread. The Black
Rat's introduction to Australia in the late
1800s, via shipwrecks and the pearling in-
dustry, exemplifies the unintended conse-
qguences of invasive species and under-
scores the urgent need for effective mea-
sures against their proliferation.
Safdar Gazi Lone
safdarbotany999@gmail.com

The generative Artificial intelligence
will change the way economy functions

The generative Al will change the way economy
functions and businesses are run; it will be a
game changer for in many verticals

In a world driven by unprecedented techno-
logical advancements, there emerges a
groundbreaking force that promises to reshape
the very fabric of innovation: generative artifi-
cial intelligence. With its awe-inspir-
ing ability to create, compose, and §
imagine, generative Al has surged
to the forefront of scientific explora-
tion, capturing the imaginations of
researchers, entrepreneurs, and art-
ists alike.

From generating realistic images
and synthesising music to aiding in
drug discovery and revolutionising
customer experiences, this cutting-
edge technology possesses the po-
tential to revolutionise a vast array
of industries, transcending bound-
aries and pushing the limits of what §
we thought was impossible.
Potential of Gen Al
GenAl is creating exciting possibilities in vari-
ous industries, including art, design, entertain-
ment, and healthcare, pushing the boundaries
of human imagination and creative expression.
Hyper-Personalisation
Hyper-personalization, driven by generative Al,
refers to the ability to deliver highly tailored
and individualized experiences to users based
on their unique preferences, behaviours, and
characteristics. By leveraging generative Al al-
gorithms, businesses can generate personal-
ized content, recommendations, and product
offerings that resonate with each user on a
deeper level.

Coding and App Creation

Code and app builders leverage generative Al
techniques to assist developers in creating
software more efficiently, reducing the need
for manual coding and streamlining the appli-
cation development process.

One industry significantly impacted by this
trend is software development. These tools can

automatically generate code snippets, tem-
plates, or even complete applications based
on high-level specifications provided by devel-
opers. This also democratizes software de-
velopment, making it more accessible to indi-
viduals with limited coding experience.
Enhanced Realism and Fidelity
Enhanced realism and fidelity driven by gen-
erative Al refers to using generative artificial
intelligence models to create highly real-
istic and detailed outputs in various do-
mains. GenAl algorithms can generate
high-quality images, videos, audio, and
text that closely resemble real-world data.
This trend profoundly impacted numerous
industries and domains, revolutionizing how

we create, design, and interact with digital con-
tent.
In the entertainment industry, it enables the
creation of more captivating movies, games,
and VR/AR experiences. It enhances immer-
sion, resulting in more engaging storytelling
and improved user experiences.
Interactive and co-creative sys-
tems
Interactive and co-creative systems
allow users to actively participate and
collaborate in the generative process.
These systems enable real-time inter-
action between humans and Al, fos-
tering a co-creative relationship where
both entities contribute to generating
content, ideas, or designs.
One industry greatly impacted by in-
teractive and co-creative systems is
the field of design and creativity. Tools
like Adobe Sensei, a suite of Al-pow-
ered creative tools, provide designers
with interactive features. Another ex-
ample can be found in the music industry.
Cross-domain Applications
Cross-domain applications are used to gener-
ate content or solutions that transcend tradi-
tional boundaries and apply to multiple indus-
tries or domains. Generative Al algorithms have
the ability to learn patterns and characteris-
tics from one domain and apply them to an-
other, enabling the creation of innovative solu-
tions and fostering collaboration between di-
verse fields.
Generative models trained on medical imag-
ing data can generate synthetic images that
resemble accurate patient scans.

Vijay GarG Retired Principal Educa-

tional columnist Malout Punjab
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Automobili Lamborghini has been
admitted by the Italian Revenue Agency
to the cooperative compliance program
introduced by Legislative Decree 128/
2015, starting from tax year 2022. The
application process, which began in May
2022, was successfully concluded today.

The agreement allows for preventive tax
risk management through fast-track
resolution of tax disputes, in a
relationship of full trust and cooperation
between taxpayers and the tax authority.
Thanks to cooperative compliance
established between the parties, tax
audits are implemented in advance and
on an ongoing basis, thus eliminating the
need for litigation by aiming to increase
the level of certainty on relevant tax
issues.

Admission to the cooperative
compliance program responds not only to
the growing stakeholder interest in the
company’s behavior in terms of fiscal
policies, but also aims to strengthen ESG
criteria, in particular the pillar of
governance, through greater accuracy
and transparency of financial processes.
Paolo Poma, Chief Financial Officer and
Managing Director of Lamborghini
commented: “Cooperative compliance is
the natural continuation of the collaborative
and transparent relationship Lamborghini
has always had with the government
institutions, which has produced tangible
results over the years in the important
development of the company, to the benefit
of all its stakeholders. The program falls
entirely within the integrity and compliance
model adopted by the VW Group and
achieves the sustainability goals set by
Lamborghini.”

Ottawa is set to unveil its anticipated
electric vehicle (EV) regulations on
Tuesday, which aim to ensure that all new
passenger cars sold in Canada by 2035
are zero-emission vehicles, according to
a senior government source.

These regulations, named the
Electric Vehicle Availability Standard,
are intended to compel automakers to
produce sufficient affordable zero-
emission vehicles to meet the rising
demand. The Canadian government is
particularly concerned about other
countries, such as the U.S.,
dominating the supply of zero-
emission vehicles, as some U.S. states
have already implemented sales
targets for such vehicles.

The regulations will apply to
automakers, who must earn credits to
demonstrate compliance with the
targets. These credits are based on
the number of low- and no-emissions
vehicles sold, with various vehicles
earning different credit amounts
based on their proximity to a zero-
emissions standard.

Automakers can also earn early
credits by introducing more EVs to the
market before 2026, up to a maximum of
10% of their overall compliance
requirements for that year. Additionally,
Qhey can gain more credits by contributing

Ottawa to unveil its anticipate
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to the expansion of EV charging

infrastructure.

Companies that exceed or fall short of
their targets can sell or buy credits from
other companies or use previously banked
credits.

The government intends to release
further details about these regulations,
which will be enacted under the Canadian
Environmental Protection Act, on Tuesday.
The regulations will take effect in model
year 2026, with increasing sales targets
leading up to 2035.
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The federal government’s goal is for 20%
of all vehicles sold to be zero-emission
vehicles by 2026, rising to 60% by 2030
and 100% by 2035. These efforts are part
of the government’s plan to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions and combat
air pollution resulting from the
transportation sector.However, auto
industry representatives argue that the
sales mandates are too aggressive and
suggest that the government should create
incentives rather than dictate individual
purchasing choices. They also raise

EV) regulations

SR .
concerns about affordability, charging
infrastructure, and the capacity of the
electric grid to handle the increasing

demand for EVs. Despite these
challenges, the government aims to
facilitate an equitable transition to EVs
and ensure accessibility for all
Canadians. Environmental organizations
and think-tanks argue that EVs will save
money for households, and a recent report
suggests that a typical Canadian household
could save up to $4,000 annually by
switching to an electric vehicle. /
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Book Review by Abinash
Mahapatra
Name of the Book -Sri Guru Tegh
Bahadur : The Saviour of Demo-
cratic Values
Name of the Author - Dr. Arvinder
Singh
Publisher - Unistar Books Pvt.
Ltd., ISBN 978-93-5816-014-7

Prior to an exact tenure of 403
years, thus born a ray of hope in
the prevailing dusk of the society
now blazing as a Sun, eradicating
all the dark prejudices across the
seven seas to irradiate the entire
globe, in the consecrated reminis-
cence of the Lord's own embodiment
to whom we address as Nauvey
Patshah, Sagal Srisht di Chadar
Jagatguru Sahib Sri Guru Tegh
Bahadur Sahib Ji Maharaj, the live
specimen of rectitude and modesty
encompassing the principle doc-
trines established by the First Guru,
Noor E Elahi, Jagatguru Sahib Sri
Guru Nanak Dev Ji Maharaj, the em-
bodiment of Superlative Formless
Peer of whole cosmos, The Awwal
Elahi Maha Kaal Saroop, Akaal
Purakh Sri Waheguru Ji Mahara,.
Nauvey Patshah, Jagatguru Sahib
Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji Maharaj
is Sagal Srisht Di Chadar and
Dharam Da Rakha, who has been
acknowledged as the all-command-
ing true king of the aether sitting on
the throne of oceanic clemency &
splendour, whose evergreen horse
connotes to the Divine Wisdom and
the magnificent chariot implies to
purity. His cloak envelopes the
whole cosmos & whose sword of
virtue purifies the whole of creation.
Devotion towards Akal Purakh Sri
Waheguru Ji Maharaj is His longbow
and love is His arrow which pierces
the heart to consign the paramount
spiritual evolution. Hazur Nauvin
Nanak Jyot is worshipped in the un-
abridged cosmos as He is Zahira
Zahoor Elahi Noor.
The perfect epitome of a Sant
Sipahi, Nauvey Patshah Ji is the
pennon of virtue who has smashed
the tyranny of the atrocities from its
roots and preached the message of
love & universalism, the basics of
Sikh Religion. The magnitude of re-
splendence that persisted in His
sword, was reflected synonymously
in His Bani. Hence, He has been
conferred with the title of Sher E
Shamshir in Persian Archives. Gen-
erally depicted as Hind Di Chadar
in almost all the platforms so far,
there prevails not a solitary referen-
tial basis that can confine Guru
Sahib Ji for an explicit nation / con-
viction. It is thus, Kavi Sainapat Ji
has accredited the title of Sagal
Srisht Di Chadar upon Badshah E
Gulrukh : Sri Guru Nauwey Patshah
Ji. In the global religious archives
prevailing till date, it has never been
perceived that the Master of a Reli-
gion is heading to attain martyrdom
being a saviour of their sacred
cyphers. Such an unmatched sac-
rifice of Satguru Garib Niwaz Sahib
Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji Maharaj
has been reflected unbeatably by
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Shamshir Pita, Sahib E Ikleel,
Jagatguru Sahib Sri Guru Gobind
Singh Ji Maharaj in His Kalam E
Kamaal, Sri Bachittar Natak of
Dasam Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji
Maharaj through the underneath
penned cited cantosmidst the Pehli
Pauri of Ath Sri Chandi Di Vaar
(Dasam Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji
Maharaj) : "None can perform such
a pious act in this cosmos which
has been accomplished by Sri Guru
Tegh Bahadur Sahib Ji".

Zahira Zahoor, Aalam E Raushan :
Jagatguru Sahib Sri Guru Gobind
Singh Ji Maharaj in His Incredible
Kalam Krit : Sarbloh Sri Guru
Granth Sahib Ji Maharaj has also
echoed on Sri Guru Nauvey Patshah
Ji through the underneath inscribed
verses midst Raag Punyaki : Sri
Gur Gaddi Patshahi Dasak(Sarbloh
Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji Maharaj) :
"Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib Jiis
the Punya (Divine) Saroop of
Parbrahm Parmeshar who can be
embarked with the accreditations of
Akhand (The Imperishable) & Ajay
(The Unsurmountable). Whenever
the Tyrannical Epithets tried to im-
pose their tyrannies upon Worldly
Beings, Akaal Purakh Sri
Waheguru Ji who endures beyond
the Age Concept manifests inces-
santly for rescuing the Biotics of
Trey Lok : Dev Lok, Bhu Lok & Pitru
Lok.

Synonymously, Parbrahm in His
Sargun Saroop descended on this
Earth Plane as Sri Guru Tegh
Bahadur Sahib Ji who unshackled
the Religious Freedom as well as
Mystical Monikers of Hindu(s) from
the autocratic clinches of Asur
(Turk(s)). Attaining Shahadat /
Qurbani (Martyrdom), Sri Guru
Nauvey Patshah Ji has preserved
the Supreme Dignity of Dharam
(Righteousness) by establishing the
Right to Freedom of Religion & Con-
sciousness".

The martyrdom of Aalam E
Raushan, Nauwey Patshah :
Jagatguru Sahib Sri Guru Tegh
Bahadur Ji Maharaj is akin to a co-
lossal tree whose every solitary
branch presage to be a magnificent
theory imbued to a specific epithet.
Although myriad of Academicians
have transpired to work upon these
countless branches (facets) of Sri
Guru Nauwey Patshah Ji's
Shaheedan Phulwari, yet none had
glided their pen to reflect upon His
socio-religious & political implica-
tions. The Literary Masterpiece "Sri
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Guru Tegh Bahadur The Saviour of
Democratic Values" authored by Dr.
Arvinder Singh Ji Bhalla Sir confers
to be the primordial publication
which is expansively based on this
subject.

Rare of the rarest alike Dr. Arvinder
Singh Ji Bhalla Sir can be embarked
as a gem alike scholar in the whole
of Sri Guru Khalsa Panth whose pen
glides on paper to enchaunt the es-
sence of Sri Shabad Gurbani in ev-
ery leitmotif which he / she tries to
encompass for deliberating a spe-
cific context. The core kernel of the
elucidations in this masterwork is
to emanate the 3E theologies of
Ethnicities, Ethics & Establish-
ments in context to that of democ-
racy based on the socio-political
apprehensions exhumed through Sri
Guru Nauwey Patshah Ji's wide-
spread eternal preaching(s) as well
as articulations of Sri Dhur ki Bani.
A deliberate yet inclusive expound-
ing on this book begins herein.
The primordial chapter of Dr. Bhalla
Sir's Divine Treatise depicts an in-
tense introduction to the explora-
tions which he has performed on this
subject. This chapter elucidates a
reader on the author's profound in-
sight upon Khalsai Wisdom as well
as the Gur Itihaas which stands
unparalleled. Although, | have leafed
through countless Sikh Literatures,
yet the ones authored by Dr. Bhalla
Sir are incessantly treasured for me.
Through the introductory
chapterisation of this publication re-
flects as well as evinced the fact
that it was nonentity than Sagal
Srisht Di Chadar : Jagatguru Sahib
Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji Maharaj
who presage to be The Pragmatic
Initiator of Constitutional Fundamen-
tal Rights.

The erudite pursuit of the author gets
palpably conventional when he
glides his pen to embark in golden
letters that Murshid O Aalam
Jagatguru Sahib Sri Guru Nanak Dev
Ji Maharaj in His Nineth Manifesta-
tion was a champion of Right to
Religious Freedom in the era of
Religious Fanaticism. Also, apart
from expounded with the percep-
tions of Zahira Zahoor Jagatguru
Aad Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji
Mabharaj, the author has expansively
depicted his brilliance upon the
Paawan Pavittar Gur Shabad Bani
from Jagatguru Dasam Sri Guru
Granth Sahib Ji Maharaj as well.
Though he has cited innumerable
cantos from Sri Dasam Bani, he has

St Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib Ji: The Solitary Ethereal Monarch
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Aurangzeb, yet in nonentity portion
the author has refrained to furnish
his views in context of Sri Gur

-« Shabad. The third, fourth & the fifth
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Dr. Arvinder Singh

let the readers to get engrossed in
its unfathomable vision.

For an instance, Dr. Bhalla Sir
connexons the instance of Sri
Khalsa Sirjana Divas 1699 with that
of Sri Guru Nauwey Patshah Ji's
Shahadat w.r.t. proffering of Sheesh
as a boon alike bestowal upon hu-
manity. This pen-down of his expli-
cates the Farsi Bani of Rubai
Patshahi 10 from Jagatguru Dasam
Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji Mahara;j :
(If someone wishes to beckon me
to an oceanic profundity then get iso-
lated from the sophisticated bond-
ages and be the torchbearer of your
love to let it ensue towards Me. Be-
ing a stranger aficionado for the
globe, focus all your cognizance
upon Me which will let you grasp
the utmost tangible elucidation of
Guru Nanak's Pathway of Divine
Love. | am well aware that the whole
of humanity entirely inflicted amidst
the clutches of My Love, yet do re-
member that loving me is akin to as
grim as to saunter on the edges of
a Tegh (Sword).

My paramours have to finish off
themselves & proffer their heads at
My Feet which will thence lead to
attain unison which stands impos-
sible. Itis better to get strayed from
the Path of Divine Love if one can-
not bequeath his head for Me being
an alien towards the worldly affairs.
The Hukum has befallen that only
thru this one can get embraced
midst the perimeters of My Love.
But this can only be probable with
scarcest of souls who are strenu-
ous to be unearthed.

In the subsequent chapter which
deals with a Brief Sketch of
Aurangzeb's Reign, the author has
exhumed & unveiled myriads of un-
explored facets which have endured
to be concealed since ages. Addi-
tionally, none had ensued for an in-
genuity to connect the bridge per-

. sisting midst Gur Itihaas & Mughal

Dynasty as narrated by the author
in a chronological sequence. The
circumstances, the indifferences as
well as the basic postulate for
which Sher E Shamshir : Jagatguru
Sri Nauvin Guru Nanak attained an
unequalled martyrdom has not yet
been scrutinized as oceanic based
on an authentic exploration. It is mo-
mentous to discern here as well that
Dr. Bhalla's pen roars w.r.t. Sri
Shabad Gurbani.

Although he has condemned every
solitary atrocity pertaining to the
monarchical pedigrees of

=== chapter of this Celestial Treatise

echoes upon the Life, Times,
Preaching(s) as well as the rel-
evance of His in being a Saviour of
Democratic Values. Though in snip-
pets, Dr. Bhalla has splendidly en-
grossed almost the whole of Sri
Guru Sahib Ji's Biography inclusive
of His voyages, the moralities He
propagated & ultimately the
Shahadat He attained for the sake
of Dharam (Righteousness). | take
all my pride to proclaim that | have
not yet come athwart any such
tome. The utmost pragmatic kernel
of Democracy relies in the
conceptualization as expounded by
Nauvin Sri Akaal Nanak Roopi Jyot.
The Benevolent Master has be-
queathed His immeasurable grace
upon Dr. Arvinder Singh Ji Bhalla Sir
for inscribing this book who has ex-
punged the gaps persisting midst
the humanoid mindsets who infer
the Shahadat as well as the Perim-
eter of Sri Guru Sahib Ji's Clemency
by citing that they are a source of
enthusiasm for the whole of man-
kind. Even, Dr. Bhalla Sir has prof-
fered strenuous of all his divine ef-
forts in establishing the Significance
of Sri Guru Patshah Ji's Democratic
Apprehension which can be attrib-
uted as the greatest unequalled leg-
endary brilliance.

Ensuing towards the ultimate epi-
logue of this jeroboam tome, Dr.
Arvinder Singh Ji Bhalla Sir gets has
himself summarised the entire con-
tent along with its gigantic crux un-
der this heading and hence, those
who pay a glimpse over this sec-
tion will be respectively acknowl-
edged about the central theme of
the book with utmost meticulous-
ness. Therefore, adhering to the few
afore specified leitmotifs of the book,
it can hereby be proclaimed that
this is the first ever unequalled
source of Sikh Literature which pro-
vides the connexion linkage of
Nineth Master with the multi edify-
ing aspects of the society & thus,
the scholarly author is akin to a torch
bearer for all ages of imminent Sikh
Intellectuals.

| personally urge Takhat Sahiban,
Sikh Organizations and Departments
of Sikh Studies to refer this book of
Dr. Arvinder Singh Ji Bhalla Sir as a
must read for all ages and especially
for the youths. | proffer my Ardas to
Akaal Purakh Sri Waheguru Ji to
bestow boundless enthusiasm and
high spirits for upbringing such noble
research works through which the
author can imbibe us in the oceanic
depths of Gurmat Philosophy. Con-
clusively, | would wish to refer the
literary masterpiece : "Sri Guru Tegh
Bahadur The Saviour of Democratic
Values" authored by Dr. Arvinder
Singh Ji Bhalla Sir at the ends of
United Nations (U.N.) for explicating
them with a perceptible essence of
Democracy, Fundamental Rights &
the requisite Rights of Freedom to
be infused midst mankind.
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Sikh International Film Festival 2023: A Cinematic Journey of
Sikh Heritage and Diversity Captivates New York City Audience

New York, NY - : In the bustling
heart of the city that never sleeps,
the Sikh International Film Festival
2023 unfurled a spellbinding tale of
Sikh heritage and cultural diversity
at the prestigious Rubin Museum on
December 16th. This year's festival
treated the audience to an enchant-
ing journey through impactful sto-
ries, with standout films like
"Baywatana: Without a Country’,
directed by high school students
from Boston", explored the plight of
Sikhs and Hindus in Taliban-era Af-
ghanistan.
"American Sikh",is a true story of
Indian American Sikh who was try-
ing to assimilate with the Ameri-
cans. The Oscar qualified animated
short filmis a story of American Sikh
Hero Vishvajit Singh and Produced

by Guneet Monga Kapoor - Oscar-
winning producer (The
ElephantWhisperers)and Michelin-
starredchef-filmmakerVikas Khanna
and directed and illustrated by
American Sikh Hero Vishavjit Singh
and Ryan Westra.Vikas Khanna
said, "One of the highlights of
screening ‘American Sikh' at Sikh
International Film Festival was en-
gaging the little ones and the youth
who could see themselves reflected
in our film. Their dreams and hopes
keep me inspired."

"Colonel Kalsi: Beyond the Call":is
another true story of aSikh young
Kamal Kalsi who fought to serve in
the US Army with his turban and
beard. The film explores themes of
diversity, sacrifice, faith, identity and
resilience.Colonel Kalsi expressed,

"Serving in the Army with my unique
camo turban and beard was a pro-
found experience of celebrating my
Sikh identity while embodying the
spirit of American patriotism..."

As the curtains closed on these
impactful narratives, the festival fea-
tured over 10 films, covering a di-
verse range of topics from current
affairs to historical perspectives.
Teji Bindra (Founder and
Presidentof Sikh Art & Film
Foundation), Mandeep Sobti (Se-
nior VP and Chair of Finance), Dr
Paul Johar (Chair SAFF - Film
Festival), Harmeet Bharara (
Former Chair FF and Gala),
Hansdip Bindra ( Head of PR and
Marketing), expressed their satis-
faction with the filmsthat captivated
a packed auditorium at the Rubin
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Museum in Manhattan.

Teji Bindra emphasized, "Sikh Art
& Film Foundation has been at the
forefront in bringing better aware-
ness of Sikhs through films and arts
for the past 17 years. We are
pleased with the fantastic movies
showcased this year."

Dr.PaulJohar added, "This year's
Sikh International Film Festival
showcased a powerful lineup ad-
dressing contemporary Sikh
Diaspora issues, delved into the
challenges faced by the commu-
nity. "Amardeep Singh's docu-
mentary, "Oneness in Diversity:
Elixir of Guru Nanak and the Indic
Saints," intertwined memories of
Saints and Sufi mystics, emphasiz-
ing the essential theme of oneness
and diversity. The festival, with its

captivating stories and impactful
qguotes from filmmakers, not only
celebrated Sikh culture but also pro-
vided a dynamic platform for film-
makers to showcase their artistry.
The Sikh International Film Festi-
val, originating in 2004, has been a
cultural beacon, fostering aware-
ness of Sikh culture through films
and arts. As the curtains closed on
this year's festival, the organizers
expressed gratitude to viewers for
their unwavering support, marking a
significant chapter in the festival's
journey. The success of SIFF 2023
promises an even brighter future,
continuing to celebrate Sikh heritage
and diversity through the captivat-
ing lens of cinema.

Website: http://sikharts.com/film-
festival.html
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SA put in much better overall performance,
says Aiden Markram after 8-wicket win

Ggeberha- South Africa
skipper Aiden Markram was mighty
pleased over his team’s eight-wicket
triumph over India in the second ODI
at St. George’s Park on Tuesday
night, saying it was a much better
overall performance from his team
after being outplayed at the series
opener in Johannesburg. After pacer
Nandre Burger took 3/30, while
Keshav Maharaj and Beuran
Hendricks picked 2/51 and 2/34
respectively to bowl out India for 211,
left-handed opener Tony de Zorzi
smashed a superb 119 not out off
122
balls, laced with nine fours and six
sixes, to chase down the total in 42.3

overs.

“A lot better than a couple of days
ago. Much better overall
performance. Much better with the
ball and in the field. It was going
around when the openers went out
to bat. They (Zorzi and Reeza
Hendricks) put up a 100-run
partnership and set up the game -
that was great.”

“That was not an acceptable
performance. We let ourselves
down in the first game. Strong
emphasis to chase well, and the
mindset was to chase it down well.
Much more confident unit, | would
assume, after this game,” said
Markram after the match ended.

Talking of Burger, who also got an
IPL deal of INR 50 lakhs from the
Rajasthan Royals in Tuesday’s
auction, Markram said, “The breeze
played a bit of a factor. It was a fresh
wicket so we expected it to go
around. Nandre was being wasted
from that end, thought he might as
well bowl! from the other end and
throw rockets.”

“It was fairly simple otherwise - bowl
in the right areas and get the most
out of the wicket. Not too sure (about
the par score). Always felt we were
in the game with the ball. It was a
tough wicket to bat on but if you
applied yourself, you could get big
runs. Maybe high 200s (was a par
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score).”

Speaking of de Zorzi, who was
playing just his fourth ODI,
Markram commented, “It was
huge for him. To put in a
performance like that, to remain
not out at the end and to
remember how the crowd was to

him, we were pretty much in awe.
It was fantastic to watch. Hopefully
the first of many for him, and the
dressing room enjoyed it.”

The ODI series between India and
South Africa stands at 1-1, and is
now headed towards the decider at
Paarl on Thursday.
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IPL Auction 2024: 'l have worked hard to improve strike
rate against spinners', says Shahrukh Khan
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New Delhi- Tamil Nadu’s big-hitting all-

%‘H rounder Shahrukh Khan was roped in by IPL 2022
champions Gujarat Titans for INR 7.4 crore

_ BASE PRICE . S .
7 40L during the IPL 2024 player auction in Dubai

and he feels that he’'s put in the effort to
improve his strike-rate when facing spin. "I
think I'll be playing at No. 6 or No. 7 for sure.
The way | look at it, | am ready for any role. The
way Gujarat Titans have backed their players in
the last two years, | am really comfortable going
there.

"People have told me that | have not got a
good strike rate against spinners, so | have
really worked on it. | will be really happy to
he

ROBIN come up the order and get going as well,”
MINZ said to IPL digital broadcaster JioCinema.
~ BASE PRICE

Shahrukh earlier played for Punjab Kings, a
team for which he played 33 games and they
did try to get him back in at the auction, but
were unable to do so. He now looks to bat
alongside veteran South Africa batter David Miller
in the Gujarat set-up.

"l have been a big fan of him for the past 10 years.
He is a guy who wins big games for his team and
to be playing alongside him is going to be really

great. | am looking forward to it a lot more. The
way he has been calm under pressure and the way
he has played for South Africa over the years is
impressive. ‘Killer Miller’ is something |

tell him when | look at him.”

On his change in mindset post IPL 2023, where
his strike-rate was high, but lacked consistency,
Shahrukh said, “Quite a bit, actually. | have
captained a team in the TNPL. | have really grown
as a captain. | understand the players’ mindsets a
lot more and relate to them. As a captain whenever
| get a chance, | back players. The way GT back
their players, I'll really be happy to go to them.”
"I have worked on the short ball a lot more. It's
been an area | needed to improve and | have done
that. There are obviously other areas | need to
improve like playing leg-spinners and left-arm
spinners.”Not much is known about Shahrukh’s off-
spin bowling exploits, like he took 17 wickets in
latest edition of TNPL, but he expressed confidence
in his handy bowling abilities coming good in IPL
2024. “Yes, 100 per cent. | bowled well in the TNPL
and got a few wickets there. My bowling will be an
added advantage and | will chip in if | get
opportunities.”

Captain KL Rahul rues battmg collapsein second ODI defeat to South Africa

Gqgeberha- After losing the
second ODI to South Africa by eight
wickets at the St. George’s Park
on Tuesday night, India captain KL
Rahul was left ruing the batting
collapse which saw the visitors fall
from 114/2 to 211 all out.India were
looking good at one stage to
amass a huge total, thanks to fine
fifties from Rahul and B Sai
Sudharsan, who got his second
ODI half-century in as many
innings. But after the duo fell, rest

of the batters were unable to = 4

capitalise on the platform in a bid
to get quick runs and were all out
for 211 in 46.2 overs.

“There was a bit of help at the start.
It was tough to bat on but a couple

of us got set. Had we gone on, we
could have gotten 50-60 runs extra
and that would have made a
difference. When we batted, we
thought even 240-250 would have
been good. With a set batter, we
might have gotten those runs. We
lost wickets at crucial times,”
admitted Rahul in the post-match
presentation ceremony.

~ Despite the batting collapse,

Rahul said he hasn’t lost faith in
his batting line-up. “Each
individual's game-plan and what
they feel comfortable doing, as a
team, you have to trust that. Have
complete clarity and try to
execute it. There is no right or
wrong in cricket and you try to do

the job for your team.”

In reply, South Africa chased down
the total in 42.3 overs, with opener
Tony de Zorzi being unbeaten on
a superb 119 off 122 balls, with
Reeza Hendricks making 52 after
being dropped early on. The result
at Ggeberha meant the series is
tied at 1-1, with the decider to be
played at Paarl on Thursday.
“There was a bit of help in the first
ten overs. We beat the bat a lot.
We could not hold on to one edge.
Things might have been different
had we held onto that. Not as much
help as the first innings though. We
leave what happens on the ground
and will try and focus on the next
game,” concluded Rahul.
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New Delhi- Trinity Gaming
on Wednesday said that it has
launched a virtual gaming campaign
property -- Gamerz Night Live, in
collaboration with Lenovo, Intel and
YouTube, in an effort to reshape the
Indian creator economy. The
campaign has attracted around 10
million viewers so far.

This initiative has provided a platform
for over 100 creators from across the
country to showcase their talents.
The campaign has been launched to
assist upcoming creators in
promoting their content, building their
profiles, and sharing the spotlight
with other top creators.

"Through Gamerz Night Live, we are
presenting unprecedented
opportunities for creators nationwide,
irrespective of their current size and
follower count. The resounding
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Trinity Gaming partners Lenovo, Intel, YouTube to
reshape Indian creator economy

success and positive feedback
witnessed this year serve as a
testament to the promising
trajectory,"

Abhishek Aggarwal, Co-founder &
CEOQO, Trinity Gaming India, said in
a statement.

The event has featured leading
content creators and influencers,
including Mortal, Scout, and
Regaltos, among other regional,
micro and mini creators from around
the country.

The campaign has run for a period
of over 11 weeks and has
successfully aired more than 14
episodes to date, complemented
by regular uploads of shorts and
community posts and has
generated over six million views
with 15 episodes aired over
YouTube, the company said.

The games played by the creators
include Battleground Mobile India
(BGMI), Valorant, CS Source 2, Fall
Guys, Among Us, Prop Hunt, and
GTAV.

"Brands like Lenovo and Intel have
marked their footprints in the gaming
industry by launching gaming-centric
brands like Legion, log, gaming
IdeaPad, Intel Arc, 13th gen
processors which are beneficial for the
consumers to make, record and
consume content," said Anita
Kotwani, CEO Media, South Asia,
Dentsu and Dentsu Gaming Lead.
The company mentioned that Gamerz
Night Live aims to penetrate
audiences across the country,
making it a highly inclusive and
diverse celebration of gaming. The
event will conclude by December
2023.

$12 bn India’s digital media & entertainment landscape
to triple in size by 2030

New Delhi, - India’s digital valued at $12 billion, is likely to

and

media
landscape, which is currently Wednesday. The growing maturity

entertainment triple in size, a report showed on

of internet users coupled with
increasing spend on digital media
is expected to enable the sector to
recover from the recent slowdown
in market due to a dip in digital ad
spending, among other macro
challenges, according to Redseer
Research.

In the last two years, Non-Real
Money Gaming (RMG) and the
increased

uptake of OTT Video have
contributed majorly to the sector’s
growth trajectory despite a
slowdown in digital ad spend.
Between FY22-23, all segments of

Digital Media & Entertainment
saw

paid user growth, with OTT audio
seeing the highest.

The OTT Video sector is expected
to achieve profitability in the next
3-5 years on overcoming the
challenges of higher CAC and
lower user retention, the report
said.

India’s current landscape of
Internet users is dominated by a
450-500 million strong cohort of
Explorers, followed by 300-320
million Transactors and 35-40
million Mature Users.

The research estimated that India’s
volume of mature users will outpace
that of US by 2030. India is currently
looking at a 150 million strong
community of mid-core/ core
gamers in 2023 alone, a significant
portion of which have graduated from
casual gameplay.

“In FY23 alone, the Media &
Entertainment landscape saw an
accelerated growth in the paid user
base and in turn the Average
Revenue Per Paying Users
(ARPPU). Across M&E segments,
paid user growth went up to 90 per
centin FY23,” the report noted.

f

New Delhi- Accenture’s
1QFY24 growth albeit within its
guided band was the slowest
since the pandemic and
interestingly, incremental
deceleration over the past couple
of quarters has come from
Managed Services, a closer proxy
for India IT Services demand, JM
Financial Institutional Securities
said in a report.A soft 2Q guide
despite a favourable comp,
suggest trend reversal, if any,
would be back-ended. In fact,
lower end of Accenture’s FY24

&organic growth guidance (now

Sharp up-move in IT stocks
Implying faster demanad :
inflection than what Accenture = 58
commentary indicates

slightly below 0-3 per cent) implies
no improvement even in 2H.
Management indicated no change in
demand environment — persistent
weakness in BFS, CMT and
discretionary spend. Budget
conversations, though not concluded,
are still revolving around spend
reprioritisation. Even genAl spends
are notincremental. These pointto a
flattish 2024 IT budgets, the report
said. Fed-pivot has raised hopes of
demand inflection in the sector. But
no visible green shoots, as indicated
by Accenture mean expectations
(and multiples) are running ahead of
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fundamentals. That could be a risk,
the said.

“A likely weak discretionary demand
environment is negative for Infosys,
in our view. Incremental weakness in
the UK could have negative
implications for TCS, even though
TCS’ exposure in UK is

skewed towards Insurance and
Public Services, in our view. Another
quarter of double digit decline in
CMT is negative for Tech Mahindra”,
the report said.

“Sharp up-move in India IT Services
stock after Fed’s recent dovish
comments is implying faster

N

demand inflection than what
Accenture commentary indicates.
Even Indian IT players’ 3QFY24
commentary will likely be cautious,
in our view. Market's optimism in
that context appears a bit pre-
mature. We will await better

evidence”, itadded. j
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R = DESSERT = OPEN BAR = MIDNIGHT CHAMPAGNE TOAST = PART

SUN - DECEMBER 317157, 2023

DOOR OPEN : 7:30PM | PARTY START : 8PM

H ILTON GRAND BALLROOM

598 BROAD HOLLOW ROAD MELVILLE, NY MM747-5002
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SICAMN TO BUY
TICKETS
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