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&3 f&g fefemragt Star st AT
T8 feferragtyt s gdeT €5 i3t
atet Turust § Jac st I&twret
AT % &< [SWH BT 35 T MBS
ar3r farur 31 fer Ay 95 Hots fee
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fefenragtut § eaat eysT U3g € M3
73 fesa™ &1 g&5Ifer H™HE =t AT
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3T farr ATIG R 8 st ergTE AT
@ wWTgTg '3 IXITHTE T € fesaTHT @
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AIaTg & feg fagr farur vt fa €T fer
gyrust § JaT et fefewms 't
gfant w3 99 AAgT=T 378 IBA AW
FI&IT|

JT g€& T JEaT
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Darbara Singh

Community Leader & Successful Businessman

Pawar Bros. Towing Pawar Bros. Autobody
Pawar Bros. Auto Repair Company

74-35 Grand Aven. Queens,

NY 11373, United States
Call Raj & Harry +1 717-779-0122
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82-BRIGHTON, 11 STREET, BROOKLYNE-11237
Tel: 917-969-3100, 917-225-6703
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VALUED CUSTOMERS

NY1 Sarpanch construction INC

Our Society Helped a Needy People

Himmat Singh 118-08 Atlantic Avenue, Queens NY 11419 Mohinder Singh
917-553-5036 Email : Ny1sarpanch@gmail.com 917-940-9004
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wWishing vyou a very
happy and prosperous

Baldev Singh BJ

Experience 22 years

e
. EREF: -
44
s

All work in Digits
Weeding Birthday, Ring Ceremony

Sweet Sixteen & All other Function
116-12, 101, Ave South Richmod hill NY 11419 USA
Ph :Shop (718) 441-6516 Cell (646) 403-7334
Email : bj_video@yahoo.com

 — >
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Baldev Singh BJ
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Gurmej Singh Tel : 917-513-9830 Daler Singh
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HAPPY
DIWALI

WISH YOUR

FRIENDS AND FAMILY

MY AT & Sl M3
Total NY Constuction Corp.
Golden Terrace NY 11418 www.Goldenterraceny.com
United Building >N o tims vai (1) 77 se80

118-06 Atlantic Ave Richmond Hill NY
C@ 11419, Tel : (718) 826-7600, 718-846-1800

g

Raghbir Singh Subhanpur Balwinder Siﬁgh Subhanpur Sukhwinder Singh Subhanpur

Ex President Ex Chairman Baba Makhan Shah Lubana
Baba Makhan Shah Lubana Baba Makhan Shah Lubana
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11 N Broadway, Hicksville,
NY 11801 Tel : 516-933-4878
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OMEGA SCAFFOLDING SUPPLY INC

All your Scaffolding Needs under One Roof

Lakhwinder Singh

Tel (718) 523 8700, (718) 415-8900
www.omegascaffolding.com
omegascaffolding@gmail.com
95-09 150 Street Jamacia New York 11435
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Diwa'li f
Night.

May the light illuminate this celebration.

Come and celebrate the Festival of Lights with
friends and family at the Paradise Restaurant on SRR
the 19t October 2017 starting 7pm. - A

P

OMNI MOREGAGE

Residential & Commercial Mortgage, Construction
Loans, Mis use Properties, Hotel/Motel, SBA Loans, No
Tax Returns Loans, Purchase, Refinance, FHA Loans

P
a 5

Herman Singh a»_ < Andy Singh
Herman@omnimortgage.com =, ST g, N S andy@omnimortgage.com
Broker /Owner NMLS#22080 - 5 3 " Broker/Owner NMLS #23022

718-441-7000 A 516-441-7000
118-18 101 Avenue,Richmond Hill NY 11419 : 16E Old Country Road Hicksville NY 11801
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Daler Singh

(President)

01 7-848-9033

Baba Makhan Shah Lubana Sikh Center
113-10 101st Ave, South Richmond Hill, NY 11419 United States
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INDIE FILMS

W > RLD

Mukesh Modi of Indie Films World

2, will be Releasing soon 3 films
1) Bollywood Hindi Feature Film "POLITICAL WAR"
. 2) Hollywood English Feature Film "TORN"

3) Hollywood English Short Film "KITCHEN PARTY"

Mukesh Modi
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The Paradox of lgnorance and the Quest for Knowledge

Ignorance, often deemed bliss, is a
sentiment we’'ve all encountered in
our lives. The idea that being
unaware of certain truths can provide
a sense of contentment and
happiness is intriguing. However, as
the veil of ignorance lifts and reality
dawns, we may grapple with
profound regret for the pleasures
derived from ignorance.

The Pleasures of Ignorance:

In the embrace of ignorance, we
often find comfort. It shields us from
the harshness of reality, the weight
of responsibility, and the burden of
knowledge. Ignorance becomes a
sanctuary where we indulge in
simple pleasures, free from the
complexities of the world. This
blissful state allows us to live in the
moment, without dwelling on the
past or worrying about the future.
The Painful Awakening:
However, reality cannot be ignored
forever. The awakening can be
triggered by various life events —the
stark truth about a relationship, a
profound realization about one’s
health, or a sudden understanding
of societal injustices. This
awakening can be a rude shock,
shattering the comforting cocoon of
ignorance.

The Regret of Lost Bliss:

As reality dawns, the initial pleasure
of ignorance can turn into deep
regret. Regret for not having acted
sooner, for not making better
choices, and for squandering
precious time in blissful ignorance.
It's a regret that can linger, casting
a shadow over our lives.

The Power of Knowledge:

Yet, it's important to acknowledge
that ignorance is not a sustainable
or healthy way to live. Knowledge,
even when painful, empowers us to
make informed decisions and
inspires change. While awakening
may bring regret, it also brings the
opportunity for growth, meaning, and
purpose in our lives.

Islam and the Pursuit
Knowledge:

In Islamic thought, the pursuit of
knowledge is highly valued. The first
word revealed to the Holy Prophet
as a revelation of the Holy Qur'an
was “Igra,” which translates to “read
in the name of the Lord.” This was a
call to the believers, the Muslims,
to seek knowledge and remove
darkness from their lives and the lives
of others. Yet, as history has shown,

of

not all Muslims responded positively
to this call.

Hairat hain ki taileem wa
tarakee mai hain peechay, jis
kaum ka agaaz he igra se huwa
tha ”Alama Igbal”

“Allama Igbal, the famous
revolutionary poet, used his poetry
to inspire Muslims towards
education. In one of his poems, he
expressed surprise at the lack of
progress in education and
civilization among the Muslim
community, despite the fact that
their journey towards knowledge
and enlightenment began with the
word ‘Igra’ (Read!). He was trying
to encourage Muslims to
rediscover their love for learning
and to strive towards greater
educational and cultural
achievements.”

Instead, some chose to
ignore the message and
remain in the dark, listening
to the *“Kathas” and
“Dastans” of others,
including anti-Islam non-
Muslim propagandists,
ignorant Muslim preachers,
politicians, writers, and
culturalists.

The Role of Knowledge in Islam:
Islamic tradition emphasizes that
understanding the implications of
rulings, like those found in the Qur'an
and hadith, requires deep
knowledge. Scholars dedicate years
to studying the Qur'an and hadith to

establish principles for
understanding the shari’ah (Islamic
law).

The Responsibility of Laypersons:
For those who are not scholars,
seeking knowledge is encouraged.
When faced with complex questions
related to Islam, it's essential to
consult reputable scholars. The
Quran instructs believers to “ask the
people of knowledge if you do not
know” (Surah Al-Anbiya: vs. 7).
Some research is required to ensure
the credibility of the scholar you
consult.

Tailpiece:

The paradox of ignorance and
knowledge is a complex facet of the
human experience. It underscores
the value of knowledge and the
importance of living intentionally,
even if it means confronting
uncomfortable truths. While the
transition from blissful ignorance to
the reality of life can be painful, it

can also be transformative and
ultimately lead to a more fulfilling
existence. In the end, wisdom often

Aubaid Ahmad Akhoon
akhoon.aubaid@gmail.com

outweighs the fleeting pleasures of
ignorance.

Embracing Knowledge: A Path
to Enlightenment and
Empowerment
Embracing knowledge is a
fundamental aspect of personal
growth, intellectual development,
and our ability to navigate the
complexities of the world. Here are

some key points to consider:
Empowerment: Knowledge
empowers individuals to make
informed decisions and take control
of their lives.

Critical Thinking: Knowledge
fosters critical thinking, enabling the
evaluation of information and the
avoidance of bias.

Personal Growth: Learning leads
to personal growth and a sense of
accomplishment.

Adaptation: Knowledge allows for
adaptability in a rapidly changing
world.

Problem Solving: Knowledge
equips individuals with problem-
solving skills.

Informed Decision-Making:
Informed choices are crucial in
health, finances, and relationships.
Building Relationships:
Knowledge enhances the ability to
connect with others and fosters
empathy.

Inspiration: Learning from the
achievements of others can spark

creativity and motivation.Lifelong
Learning: Commitment to lifelong
learning keeps individuals engaged
and curious.

Social Responsibility: Informed
individuals are more likely to
engage in civic life and contribute
to society’s betterment.

In summary, embracing knowledge
is not just about accumulating
facts and information but
adopting a mindset that values
learning, curiosity, and the
pursuit of wisdom. It leads to
personal fulfillment, improved
decision-making, and a more
enriched, purposeful life. So, the
next time someone asks a
challenging question related to
Islam, strive to consult reputable
scholars, or if you don't know, don’t
hesitate to say, “l don’t know.”

Union Bank of India Nayapali Branch officials involved
In Money Laundering scam favouring builder?

Bhubaneswar: Allegations have surfaced
regarding the involvement of Union Bank of India (UBI)
Nayapali Branch officials in money laundering scams,
allegedly favoring certain builders. It is claimed that
these officials have been engaged in such activities
dating back to 2017, 2018, and 2019. The accusations

include the
sanctioning of
guestionable home
loans to support the
sale of apartments,
facilitated by the &
submission of i
fraudulent]
documents and sale .
deeds to obtain loans
for buyers through
unfair means.
These
officials are alleged to
have acted in

coordination with corrupt individuals within the bank,
by violating the loan norms and Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) guidelines for their personal gain. Shockingly, it
has been reported that they did not thoroughly verify
the authenticity of the land ownership which was given
to the builders for development of the plot but illegally.
Loans amounting to crores of rupees were sanctioned
based on photocopies of agreements and power of
attorney documents, without comprehensive scrutiny
of the originals or legal aspects of these documents.

In a significant development, One Umashankar
Patro, Managing Director of GDS Builder Pvt Ltd in
Bhubaneswar, was arrested by the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) in 2019. He had allegedly obtained
loans in the names of his relatives and staff and to

(one Mrs Swapna Sikha , Mr Monoj kumar Patra ,
Ajay kumar Parida) sell apartments on land he was
given for developing only , but without the knowledge
or consent of the landowner. But he has executed fake
sale deed in favour of his staffs and relative without
having any structure on the land which given by the

owner to Mr. Umasankar
Patra as a developer
violated the terms and
conditions of the
agreement and had no
basis in legal
construction on the land.
Questions arise
regarding how the bank
officials sanctioned
loans without physically
inspecting the
" construction site.

. Furthermore, there are

concerns about the

disbursement of funds in favor of the builder's relatives
and staff. This situation raises accountability issues,
with calls for the bank officials responsible for
sanctioning these questionable loans to be held
accountable. During CBIl investigations, it has come to
light that builders have provided misleading information/
incorrect information that the property belong GDS
builders on fake sale deeds, to evade scrutiny, indirectly
causing delays in project completion and distress for
landowners. Given the alleged irresponsibility of the bank
and the undue favor shown to the builder, there are
demands for the bank officials to face consequences,
including potential attachment of their personal properties
to recover the bad loans. The investigation into these
allegations continues. (LSPS)
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Green Diwali ldeas For Celebrating An Eco-Friendly Diwali

---:LL |

The diyas are lit, homes
illuminated, beautiful Rangolis
made, decorations put up,
sweets shared, families gathered
and gifts exchanged. It is the
festival when we see a lot of
fireworks & firecrackers which
make kids and adults happy.
However, Diwali celebration has
also led to a lot of pollution in the
surroundings which calls for a
time when Diwali festivities turn
green and eco-friendly.

Green Diwali celebrates the
festival of lights in such a way that
no damage is caused to the
environment especially due to
firecrackers. It is an eco-
conscious step towards
sustainable development which
adds to the festivities.

What is a Green Diwali?

A green Diwali is one that doesn’t
cause pollution or increase the
global warming threat to the
environment and lets us have
celebrations that are actually
synonymous with joy, peace,
love, and gratitude rather than
noise, firecrackers, and pollution.
Importance Of Having A Green
Diwali

There is a need for significant
measures to be taken during
Diwali, as if not done,
carelessness can cost us our
health due to the harmful effects
that accompany air pollution. It's
high time that we recognize the
need for eco-friendly celebrations
and have a happy & healthy Diwali
each year. Let's have a go green
Diwali.

During Diwali, pollution peaks
with firecrackers holding major
responsibility Not only should the
use of pollution-causing
firecrackers be discouraged but
the other pollution-causing
factors shall also be replaced with
eco-friendly alternatives during
the Diwali celebration.

10 green Diwali ideas to
switch to eco-friendly ways of
celebration.

1. Use Earthen Diyas For
Lighting During Diwali

Use Earthen Diyas For Lighting
During Diwali

We are a society that has turned
to plastic for convenience & cost

so much that there are plastic
diyas easily available for use in
the market. However, the old-
school way of lighting rows of
earthen diyas remains the
coolest as it does the
environment a favor by not
causing any trouble. Plus, when
you buy beautiful earthen diyas,
you support the livelihood of the
potters.

2. Use Eco-Friendly Fire-
Crackers

We can’'t eliminate the
firecrackers from Diwali
celebrations no matter how hard
we try as they make an integral
part that excites kids and adults
alike. However, using green
crackers that cause no pollution
is an option that keeps the Earth
happy and so do the kids.

3. No Plastic Gift Packaging
No Plastic Gift Packaging
Take your gift-wrapping game on
Diwali a notch up. Wrap the
present you got for your family
members in paper or cloth wrap
which looks gorgeous and can be
reused, causing no harm like
plastic does to the environment.
4. Make Rangolis with Organic
Colours

Make Rangolis with Organic
Colours

On Diwali, pretty Rangolis
welcomes the guests at every
doorstep, inviting positive energy
and warding off the negative.

O.o’

Vijay Garg
Retired Principal Educational
Columnist Malout

Make sure that your Rangoli is
good for the environment too by
choosing natural and organic
colors rather than non-organic,
non-biodegradable ones which
harm the environment.

5. Use Solar Lights
Conserve Electricity
Diwali is the day in the year when
every corner of your home is
illuminated, all the lights
switched on, and every railing
decorated with string lights, all of
which consume a lot of energy.
Thus, to save electricity
consumption during Diwali, you
can turn to solar lights which are
much more eco-friendly, and opt
for energy-efficient LED lights for
your Diwali decorations. They use
less electricity and last longer.
6. Celebrate With Seed
Crackers

Seed crackers are seed bombs
that when thrown on Earth,
seedlings grow into plants.
These are the nature-friendly
and habitat-rejuvenating
replicas of real crackers. All
you do is soak these crackers
for 1-2 hours, then sow the
seeds in wet mud. Soon, these
crackers hatch into beautiful
plants.

7. Donate
Possessions
Donate Your Old Possessions
Diwali calls for clearing the
clutter and shopping for new stuff

To

Your Old

which leaves one with a lot of old
things to dispose of. Since we
know that disposal is a major
challenge posed by the world,
what one can do is give away the
old stuff to someone who can
make use of it.

8. Give Eco-Friendly Gifts

Let the gifts you so thoughtfully
choose for your loved ones be the
ones that are hand-made, and
plant-based while being of
interest so that you do your bit
for the environment in small ways
that make a huge difference in the
long-term.

9. Celebrate With Home-Made
Delicacies

Celebrate With Home-Made
Delicacies

On Diwali, people tend to buy
eatables, sweets, and more from
the market but if you pay
attention, you will see that these
are packed in plastic packaging
which is not good for the
environment. Cooking at home is
not only good for the environment
this way but also good for your
health as these include health-
conscious ingredients.

10. Avoid Playing Music On
Loudspeakers

Loud music during Diwali is
widely prevalent which causes a
lot of noise pollution which isn’t
good for animals, people with
heart conditions, and anxiety
issues. So, celebrate with a

medium volume that’s pleasing to
the ears of all and doesn’t trouble
anyone.

11. DIY Decor

Brighten up your home this Diwali
by creating your own decorations
from recycled materials or natural
items like leaves, flowers, and
clay as an eco-friendly alternative
to the plastic decorations that
you get in the market.

12. Local Shopping

If you don’t have time on your
hands to make decorations at
home, what you can do is
purchase handmade and locally
crafted Diwali items and in this
way, you will be going green while
supporting local artisans and
businesses whose livelihoods are
primarily dependent on the festive
season.

13. Compost Organic Waste

A surprising amount of Diwali
waste can be composted which
frees up the space in your waste
bin while creating good manure
for your garden. Properly
composting food and other
biodegradable waste from Diwali
celebrations will reduce landfill
waste and will be better for your
environment.

14. Community Celebrations
Participate in community-based
celebrations that promote eco-
friendly practices. Additionally,
you can also spread awareness
about celebrating a green Diwali
by educating your friends and
family about its importance and
encouraging them to do the
same.

15. Go Digital

Send e-greetings and messages
to reduce the use of paper
cards. You can find a lot of
vibrant Diwali card templates
available online that you can
customise as per your liking.
It would be a quick send and
its best benefit is that it is
completely free of cost.

Final Words

Let the smiles on Diwali
spread throughout your year by
choosing an eco-friendly way of
celebrating the festival. Make
health-conscious and
environment-friendly choices to
celebrate green Diwali this year.
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Sangrur (Sunil K Gund) : Autism

Educational Welfare Society (Regd.) *

Sangrur organised a painting
competition in the premises of
Vishwash School for Autism,
Sangrur, on Monday the 06
November, 2023, aiming to boost the
moral of special children suffering
from Autism. While briefing to the
media, virtually, Principal Dr
Sukhdeep Kaur informed that Autism
is a fastest growing disease
amongst human beings, especially
children. Most of the parents remain
unaware about the existence of
symptoms of Autism in their
children. Sukhdeep informed that in

case of Autism, the physical growth

rate of a child, mostly remains
normal, but not the mental growth
which results in auto restriction of
normal interaction of suffering child
with parents and other family
members, friends etc. Giving data
based details, Dr Kaur further
informed that several researches
reveal that one child out of 89 suffers
from Autism. The probability of

Autism in boys is four times more
than the girls. Dr Kaur urged parents
to be aware of symptoms of Autism
so the it may be detected timely and
may be cured at its initial stage.
Several special children participated
in the painting competition to
shower their colourful artistic talent
on the paper canvases. Wax crayon

and pencil colours were used by
them. After carefully judging the
performances, the result of the
competition was compiled by expert
faculty members. Prize distribution
ceremony was solemnly organised
and Ms Luxmi Devi, Ms Prabhjot
Kaur & Mr Devpreet Singh stood first,
second, & third, respectively in the

Initiative for Home-Based Schooling
for Children with Special Needs

Schools will soon need to adopt
special inclusivity measures to
support Children with Special Needs
. According to recently released
norms by the NCERT under the
National Guidelines and
Implementation Framework on
Equitable and Inclusive Education,
the Department of School Education
and Literacy plans to introduce
home-based schooling for students
with severe disabilities.

This provision will be introduced in
the early schooling years to assist
cwsn in acquiring the necessary
learning levels. The new norm
focuses on all three categories of
students, including cwsm,
physically challenged students, and
those from socioeconomically
disadvantaged groups.

As part of the home-schooling
initiative, an itinerant resource
teacher will visit students with
severe disabilities at their homes to
guide them with their schoolwork. An
official from the government
department, speaking on the
condition of anonymity, said, "As
part of this homeschooling, an
itinerant resource teacher will visit
the students' homes to teach them.
While teaching, these resource
teachers will provide essential
guidance to the students to help
them with their studies. Once the
students achieve the desired learning

level, they can gradually transition
to regular schooling. The number of
days that an itinerant resource
teacher will visit the student's home
to teach will depend on the parents'
discretion. Homeschooling falls
within the legal framework of

education, and the Right to
Education Act of 2009 does not
prohibit homeschooling."

DSEL is also planning to appoint
special educators to facilitate home-
based schooling. As part of this
initiative, school teachers will
receive cross-disability training,
enabling them to better support cwsn
and physically challenged students.
The Rights of Persons with Disability
Act of 2016 recognizes 21
disabilities, including blindness, low
vision, leprosy-cured persons,
hearing impairment (deaf and hard
of hearing), locomotor disability,

dwarfism, intellectual disability,
mental illness, Autism Spectrum
Disorder, Cerebral Palsy, muscular
dystrophy, chronic neurological
conditions, specific learning
disabilities, multiple sclerosis,
speech and language disability,
thalassemia, haemophilia, sickle
cell anaemia, multiple disabilities,
including deaf-blindness, acid attack
victims, and Parkinson's disease
patients.

All these diseases and disorders are
considered severe disabilities
among students. The guidelines
have been formulated in line with the
objectives of the National Education
Policy (NEP) 2020 and will
contribute to building a strong early
childhood educational ecosystem in
the country.

Vijay Garg Retired Principal
Educational columnist Malout
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Autism Educational Welfare Society Sangrur
organised painting competition of Special Children

Parents must be aware of Autlsm :Dr Sukhdeep Kaur

senior group. In the junior group of
artists, the first, second, and third
positions were grabbed by Ms
Damanpreet Kaur, Mr Ravjot Singh
& Mr Manjot Singh. Last but not the
least, the consolation prize was
sacked by Ms Barbie with the
growing talent of her colourful art. A
colorful, texture painting showing an

enlightened candle, prepared by the
pupils associated with Autism
Educational Welfare Society (Regd.)
Sangrur (shortly known as AEWS),
was presented by the faculty
members to honour the organising
guest. Atthe closing of the event, senior
faculty member Ms Jahanavi Gautam
uttered the vote of thanks for all.

Poll position

The 2023 men's cricket World Cup
semifinals may still be a few days
away but the much more eagerly
awaited and critical-for-the-nation's-
future electoral semifinal before the
2024 Lok Sabha elections' grand
finale gets under way today. Of the
five State Assemblies going to the
hustings, voters in Mizoram's all 40
constituencies and those in the first
phase in Chhattisgarh (20 of the 90
seats) will exercise their franchise.
Three of the Assemblies where
elections are being held --- Mizoram,
Telangana, Madhya Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh and Rajasthan --- are
major States in the Hindi heartland
which can make a lot of difference
in the Lok Sabha elections. The
State polls have a direct bearing on
general elections, especially if the
gap between them is less than six
months. Most voters, according to
psychologists and psephologists,
choose the same party when State
and general elections are narrowly
spaced. However, which way the
elections would turn is anybody’s
guess as it is a crucial round, a
precursor to the 2024 general
elections. In Chhattisgarh, Bhupesh
Baghel of the Congress defends his
turf. Besides a host of usual poll-
time freebies, he announced that a
caste survey will be conducted if the
party is voted to power. The BJP's
manifesto for the State, released by
Union Home Minister Amit Shah,
also includes several promises and,
interestingly, both manifestos look

like carbon copies of each other. At
the moment, Baghel is embroiled in
myriad controversies and he will
also have to deal with 'anti
incumbency,' skewing his chances.
The Chhattisgarh elections are being
held in two phases — on November
7 and 17 — and the counting of votes
will be undertaken on December 3
along with the other four Assemblies
going to polls in this round.

Mizoram is the only State
from the Northeast going to polls this
winter. Voter sentiment and other
things on the ground are a bit fluid
here after the ethnic strife and
violence in Manipur. There is no Mizo
National Front-BJP pre-poll alliance
this time around. While the ruling
MNF is a constituent of the National
Democratic Alliance (NDA), it has
chosen not to enter into a pre-poll
alliance with the BJP in the State.
Despite having just one legislator in
the outgoing Mizoram Assembly, the
BJP wants to form the next
Government in the State. The BJP
has made it abundantly clear that in
case the State returns a fractured
verdict, it is open to aligning with
either the ruling Mizo National Front
(MNF), already a constituent of the
NDA, or the main Opposition party,
the Zoram People's Movement
(ZPM), to form the next State
Government. But who is the local
people’s choice to govern them will
be revealed on December 3 when the
ballot boxes are opened and the
votes counted.
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Abhishek Srivastava US Navy was honored with
The President’s Volunteer service Award for his
contribution to community and country

Gurudwara Guru Nanak Darbar Hicksville Long Island NY organized the event to honor
Mr. Abhishek Srivastava with Gold medal and President award certificate.

New York- ( Preetnama) - The President's Volunteer Service ﬂ
Award is a prestigious national honor that highlights recipients
commitment to serving the community and the nation.
Abhishek Srivastava US Navy was honored yesterday with
this prestigious award recommended from community leaders
of NY. We are proud of Abhishek Srivastava who represents
our community in US Armed forces. On the occasion
community also honored him with Kirpan by Guru Nanak
Darbar Gurudawara Hicksville Long Island NY * s Committee
and Community leaders. There were other officers from US
Navy - weber Grady, Kendra Fernandez, James Jones and NIr
Chambers who were recognized as honor guest for their

presence on the occasion.
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Since India does not have a very
robust infrastructure to ‘fact-check,’
the deepfake could be a real men-
ace affecting politics to individual
privacy

Anew word i.e., ‘deepfake’, entered
the lexicon in 2018 when a fake
video attributed to President
Barack Obama surfaced. It was
frighteningly real and unlike the
usual morphing that one was ac-
customed to and yet had many still
falling prey to, despite barbs like
‘WhatsApp University’. What the
deepfake suddenly promised was
indiscernible and seamless clarity
and ‘reality’ (only it wasn’t), a dan-
gerous addition to the make-believe
world of tech-enabled tools that
could sway opinions.

The synthetic medium had metas-
tasized using a combination of Ar-
tificial Intelligence (Al) and Machine
Learning (ML) to create the most
compelling outputs, far away from
the truth. In a world already reeling
under misinformation, falsehoods,
and ‘manufactured truths’,
deepfakes carried unprecedented
risks. That deepfakes could be cre-
ated with readily available techno-
logical wherewithal, added to the
threat dimension. Already the bra-
zen misuse of unverified and false
content towards political/partisan
manipulation in India, with its di-
verse faultlines, imagined wounds,
and subliminal emotions, makes it
ripe and vulnerable to more such
(dis)information and sophistry.
Last week, deepfake debuted on
the Indian scene with disturbing
portents, when a fake video of an
actor using the technology is be-
lieved to have gone viral. She right-
fully lamented, “Something like this
is honestly extremely scary, not
only for me but also for each one
of us who is vulnerable to much
harm because of how technology
is being misused”. Such ‘identity
theft’ is something that could hap-
pen to anyone which could poten-
tially destroy their reputations and
even put them to grave physical

harm at the hands of someone who
could react to a deepfake output,
believing it to be true. When
conflated with the phenomenon of
‘vigilante justice’ or even lynching,
misuse possibilities are scary.
Celebrities from the Indian
film world have been the first to re-
act to this deepfake output know-
ing that they are the automatic tar-
gets for salacious deepfakes and
it is only a matter of time before
one of them falls in the malicious
dragnet. Already the (un)social
media is full of lewd, crude, and li-
centious aspersions onto these

stars that go unchecked, that for

| them to imagine the field with opti-

cally-audibly ‘real’ deepfakes, is
simply unimaginable in its temer-
ity.

India does not have a very
robust infrastructure or even a cul-
ture of basic ‘fact-check’ industry
and some of the most responsible
people in positions of power have
been guilty of making falsehoods
and got away with the same.
Therefore, the risk spiral manifold
as the technology evolves from
‘cheap fakes’ to ‘deep fakes’. In the
deeply distrustful times that be,
incidents of deepfakes going be-
yond reputational smearing to even
the security-societal realm have al-
ready happened, and their conse-
guences can only be imagined.
Deepfakes showing Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelensky ask-
ing his countrypeople to surrender
to Russia or deepfakes of Russian
President Vladimir Putin claiming
that he was initiating martial law
as Ukrainians were invading Rus-
sia have all done the rounds with
pernicious effect.

With our own National
Elections due in 2024 and the reli-
ance on ‘social media’ to build vari-
ous competing partisan ‘narratives’
—the chances of deepfake outputs
proliferating, cannot be ruled out.

Deeptake: Troll armies’ new tool

Those with the larger control levers
on media, governance or even con-
trol mechanisms would stand to
benefit as they could potentially
pander to selectivity in calling out
(or ignoring) deepfakes, whenever
it suited or militated against their
narratives and interests. Our inher-
ent diversity of populace also
makes us immensely susceptible
to alternate belief systems, aspi-
rations, and intents, that could get
invoked and incensed with the us-
age of deepfakes.

Regrettably, the technol-
ogy to create deepfakes is not
exactly new, and the technology
to detect and prohibit the same
hasn’t been very effective, any-
where in the world. Given the
uniquely Indian phenomenon of
reimagining history and thus
politics, the deepfakes could get
many historical figures to say
and do things, that they never
said or did — yet history and his-
torical figures could suffer due
to deepfake output that could
credibly suggest that did do/say
so. Already deepfakes like Adolf
Hitler saying unsaid things ex-
ist, to posit frightening possibili-
ties. With negligible defence
against misuse, save for question-
ing the social media platforms —the
impact of the Information Technol-

ogy Act, states, “Whoever, using
any communication device or com-
puter resource cheats by person-
ating, shall be punished with im-
prisonment of either description for
a term which may extend to three
years and shall also be liable to fine
which may extend to one lakh ru-
pees” is yet to be seen. There is
general caution as of now e.g.,
Meta’s manipulated media policy
warns, “videos that have been ed-
ited or synthesized...in ways that
are not apparent to an average per-
son and would likely mislead an
average person to believe they are
authentic”, but it isn’t deterrent
enough.

It's only when everyone
realises that they could easily get
a deepfake video with the exact vi-
suals and voice of themselves or
their loved ones, would the scale
of risks, hits home. Deepfakes
could make phishing attacks, im-
personations or online siphoning
that one is barely protected against,
seem pedestrian. The situation on
rogue technology harks back to the
dialogue in Jurrasic Park where Jeff
Goldblum ponders as to how sci-
entists were so engrossed in the
query of ‘if they could or couldn’t’,
but forgetting to question if they
should! Deepfake faces the same
conundrum.

Several columns have appeared in the national
press, which have cautioned New Delhi that
after the current honeymoon of prosperity
passes in Kashmir, some good old troubled
days of pseudo-terrorism are likely to return.
As of now, the valley is part of a Union Terri-
tory, not a state. There is no assembly and
consequently, not much of politics. No doubt,
the prolific tourism seen in the last two years,
plus the developments such as the coming
malls, cinemas and expansion of railways have
all helped distract the attention of the ‘moder-
ate’ separatists. All these factors have led to
the current peaceful atmosphere, which some
column writers have chosen to call a “current
truce”.

If this is true, a substantive reason for
this would be a big gap in communication be-
tween the Indian state and its Muslim popu-
lace. Islam accords little importance to na-
tionalism, unlike Christianity, under whose
jumbo umbrella nationalism grew. So much so
that it replaced Christianity itself as a politi-
cal ideology. It was nationalism that eventu-
ally defeated and uprooted communism in
early 1990. The appeal of the Communist
Manifesto slogan, “Workers of the world unite”
was over. Leon Trotsky’s thesis was a perma-
nent revolution, which meant that there was
no need to attend to any nation until the last
member of the world’s proletariat was un-
chained. The communist ideologues believed
that the nation was an enemy of the working
class. Similarly, for its reasons, Islam has
never been interested in the nation, and is,
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therefore, either indifferent or hostile to
‘vatanparasti’ (loyalty to the nation). The
Prophet’s religion has consistently promoted
‘majahabparasti’ (loyalty to religion) as a total
prescription for an ideal life. In the bargain,
several Muslim leaders have preferred the ex-
pression ‘Muslim Indian’ to ‘Indian Muslim’,
implying “religion before nation”, not “nation
before religion”.

The late Muslim leader Syed
Shahbuddin would argue, till the cows came
home, that he was right in saying “Muslim In-
dian”. Chaim Weizmann, leader of the World
Jewish Conference and later the first Presi-
dent of Israel in 1948, emphasised a similar
concept when he said: “There are no Ameri-
can Jews, British Jews, Russian Jews, Ger-
man Jews or French Jews. There are Jews in
America, Jews in Britain, Jews in France, Jews
in Germany and Jews in Russia”.

The Jews have consistently been su-
pra-national, which is one of the reasons many
Christians in Europe have suspected them of
being anti-national, whenever Jewish interests
have clashed with national ones. The classic
example was Adolf Hitler's repeated assertion
that it was the Jews who helped defeat Ger-
many in World War I. How and why did Ger-
many surrender to the Western allies while
German troops were still standing on French
soil?

In India, the Khilafat Committee, inci-
dentally, presided over by Mahatma Gandhi,
declared that if Afghanistan were to invade In-
dia, Muslim soldiers would not fight to defend

India. This prohibition covered all potential
Muslim invaders. This obscurantist injunction
was later affirmed by the Muslim League. This
principle was later applied and quoted by the
then-Pakistan cricket captain Wasim Akram
in the nineties. When his team lost to
Bangladesh in the 1996 Cricket World Cup,
Akram said to a journalist that he had no prob-
lem “losing to a brother Muslim team”. In all
probability, the Islamic proclivity to supra-na-
tionalism has not even occurred to most Mus-
lims. They haven’t been told, nor explained
the reasons for it. Indian political leaders must
clarify this publicly, so that they realise why,
sometimes for reason, they are suspect when
it comes to their national loyalty. The mo-
ment a Muslim is seen applauding a styl-
ish shot played by a Pak batsman, Hin-
dus often take this to be a symptom of pro-
Pakistani sympathy. The British do not
react in this manner when they see a Briton
of Indian origin applauding a boundary hit
by an Indian batsman in an India-England
match. This psycho-syndrome is relevant
in the context of Kashmir for both Muslims
and Hindus. For Hindus, so that they are
not perpetually suspicious; for the Muslims
in the Valley to realise that their conduct
can be prejudicial to their co-religionists in
the rest of India. The fact that the Muslims of
India with their families have been resident
here, out of their own choice is not insignifi-
cant. Whatever political parties say or claim
has only passing significance. The fact is that
India is a majority Hindu-state.




Patience is key to effective listening. It dem-
onstrates respect and willingness to hear
the other person’s viewpoint

Listening is an art that deserves mastery
by everyone. Unfortunately, most of us of-
ten engage in conversation without patiently
waiting for the other person to finish speak-
ing. We tend to react prematurely, which
disrupts the flow of communication. To truly
listen, one must patiently hear the Speaker
out, allowing them to express themselves
fully before responding. This fundamental
aspect of communication can make all the
difference in our interactions.

Effective listening is the cornerstone of pro-
ductive communication. It serves as the
foundation for building strong and trusting
relationships in various aspects of life, in-
cluding married life, at the workplace,
amongst friends and within families and rela-
tives. When someone truly listens to an-
other person until the end, he or she not
only understands their perspective but also
gains valuable time to consider one's re-

sponse. This, in turn, makes the conversa-
tion more meaningful and productive.
Listening doesn’t just benefit the Speaker;
it also enhances understanding of the situ-
ation at hand for the listener. Moreover, it
adds value to the relationship, boosts trust,
and strengthens the bond between the par-
ties involved. This principle holds for all types
of relationships, and it can help overcome
challenges and take interpersonal connec-
tions to greater heights. Effective listening
creates a comfortable environment where
both parties can express themselves with-
out fear or apprehensions leading to better
mutual understanding and further strength-
ening the relationship.

However, successful listening requires care-
ful attention to certain factors. To be an ef-
fective listener, one must avoid distractions
and prevent preconceived notions, biases,
or emotional reactions to avoid clouding ra-
tional judgment. Any of these can hinder
effective communication and compromise
the ability to listen actively and

Listening Is an art one must learn and master

empathetically.

To maintain an open mind and improve lis-
tening skills, one needs to approach situa-
tions with a clear state of mind, free from
preconceived ideas or emotional biases. It
is essential to engage in patient and unbi-
ased listening. With practice, this approach
becomes a natural reaction sort of habit and
makes one a good listener.

To master the art of listening, consider the
following types of listening:

Active Listening: Actively pay attention to
the speaker, concentrate on every word be-
ing spoken, understand their perspective,
and respond thoughtfully. Maintain eye con-
tact, nod, or express understanding with-
out interrupting the speaker. Your body lan-
guage such as posture and facial expres-
sions convey your attentiveness.
Empathetic Listening: Understand not just
the words but also the feelings and emo-
tions of the speaker. Respond with empa-
thy by saying, “I can understand why you

volves understanding what is said, evaluat-
ing, judging, and forming an opinion regard-
ing the information. Ask relevant questions
to gain a deeper insight and understanding
of the message. Don't hesitate to ask ques-
tions or any clarifications, this shows that
you are engaged and you also have a clear
understanding of the message.
Appreciative Listening: This listening
behaviour is focused on seeking specific
information that aligns with one's goals and
interests. It aims to derive pleasure and in-
spiration from what is being said, similar to
enjoying the performance of a favourite
singer. Practice being present in the mo-
ment and avoid drifting thoughts when lis-
tening. Here deep breathing can enhance
the ability to stay focused.

Patience is a key component of effective
listening. Instead of offering advice focus on
listening and understanding their feelings
and perspectives. Sometimes people sim-
ply need someone to listen and validate their

feel that way”. Critical Listening: This in-

feelings.

Strategic attacks on our national interests

The ongoing saga of TMC MP Mahua
Moitra has once again opened a can
of worms that we thought we had al-
ready shut about a couple of decades
ago. The murky world of cash for ques-
tions! One of the perceived weak-
nesses of open parliamentary democ-
racies is that state and non-state ac-
tors take perverse advantage of the
freedoms offered and attempt to ma-
nipulate them for selfish gains. While
in this case, the Hiranandani group
seems to be the centre of the contro-
versy, it will be nearly impossible to
eradicate the chicanery in general.

Many NGOs including foreign-
funded ones, that too under the MHA
watchlist, meet with government offi-
cials of various state and central gov-
ernments and discuss issues. In some
cases, grassroots politicians or their
aides, who don’t have a great grasp of
policy issues, seek out external help
to ask questions. Those perhaps would
have happened a few times.

But what we read about the
TMC MP’s case is that she has alleg-
edly run a persistent campaign against
the Adani group with such a modus op-
erandi. But what has been heartening
is that the custodians of our freedoms-
democratic institutions and leadership
- have come to our rescue from the de-
structive propaganda.

While the allegations against
Ms Moitra are being investigated, it will
also be pertinent to look at the lobby-
ing ecosystem in India. It came into
the limelight during the recent passage
of the Data Protection Act, where half
of Delhi's lawyers and sundry lobby-
ists were badgering the government
continuously to open Indian data up.
We should be cautious about going the
US way, where K-street lawyers have

been notoriously influential in all things
policy.

Coming back to the Moitra-
Hiranandani story, what has been es-
pecially wicked is that a corporate ri-
valry has been used to attack Indian
institutions, especially the Prime Min-
ister of India and besmirch his name.
This happens when unimaginative poli-
tics takes over.

When the opposition
has little creativity
in proposing strong
alternate policies,
they resort to chica-
nery and ad hom-E
inem attacks. The
repeated disruption ¥
in parliament is also g
part of the tactic. §

The BJP has been

running a campaign =%

on foreign interfer-

ence with India’s af-

fairs for a while now.

It was the “toolkit

gang” before and

now it is the “Soros gang”. And with
the 2024 elections approaching, the
stakes are high for these forces, as a
third-time victory will be a body blow.
Forces of darkness will be readying up
their army for a large-scale information
war. The attack on the Adani group from
Hindenburg is part of the stratagem.
What is indefensible is that, as one of
the senior-most bureaucrats pointed
out, Hindenburg is both the producer
of the dubious hit job of a report and
also the benefactor of short positions
against the Adani group shares. The
short seller has no presence or domi-
cile in India. Therefore, there would
hardly be any legal repercussions

against the short seller in this saga.
This was followed by concerted attacks
by activist foreign publications that
never had anything good to say about
India.

The Supreme Court in its report
did not point to any major wrongdoing
by the Adanis. The shares of Adani
Enterprises share though have not re-

covered the highs of pre-Hindenburg,
but have posted a smart upswing of
22% over the last six months. The
Adanis to their credit have not acted
in haste and have followed due pro-
cess. Also, Mr. Gautam Adani is still
the 23rd richest in the world! The Adani
group has interests in ports, airports,
power, mining, FMCG, cement, oil &
gas and food processing. Some of
these are extremely strategic for
India’s growth and the talent to ex-
ecute large and complex projects is
uncommon. Take ports for example.
From Mundra to Vizhinjam to Haifa, it
provides Indian control of the global
supply chain. This harks back to our

old sea-faring civilization that traded
like total bosses!

When India is projected to be-
come the third largest economy in the
world by the end of the decade, this
expertise will be key to national secu-
rity and trade security. Maybe that is
why the attacks on the Adani group
have been vicious and persistent.
Along with the strength and recogni-
tion that comes with being a rising
power, India will have to brace up to
face great enemies too. Some will at-
tack directly, some stealthily, some
with our internal malcontents. That has
always been the way of the world. And
we as a country have “been there, done
that”. We are wiser through our les-
sons from history and should phleg-
matically surmount the odds.

We should be cognizant that
such foreign propaganda is aimed at
undermining trust in our democratic in-
stitutions. By spreading false or mis-
leading information, these foreign ac-
tors sow doubt in the minds of busi-
nesses. Such attacks also tend to
slow down political decision-making.
But confident and resurgent India’s per-
ception of “capital” is unlike the social-
ist “rich villain” era. New India’s aspi-
ration and nationalism are also among
the reasons why the allegations on the
Adani Group did not stick with the pub-
lic. We should trust our institutions to
safeguard us from such attacks. We
should also constantly endeavour to
strengthen our systems to face up to the
new era of increased foreign interference.
We should continue to take the side of
the flourishing of Indian business that is
quintessential to our economic heft and
geo-political clout. As recent events have
proved that we are resilient enough to make
the obstacle, the path.
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