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Quran & Science: A symbiotic connection
By Hafsa Javaid

umaismudasir18@gmail.com
A well-known and esteemed
columnist of Kashmir, Aubaid
Akhoon, aptly asserts, “The Quran
melts hard hearts and mends
broken ones. The crying of
humankind is unique, distinct from
others; it is a cry of fear of the
Almighty and a plea for His
satisfaction. People weep in grief,
sorrow for demands and hopes, and
some shed tears of l ies and
deception. Among them are those
who weep with heartbreak, and
some express non-benefic ial
remorse. The Quran praises the cry
of fear of Allah from previous nations
and instructs the sons of the
Islamic nation to follow suit.
The divine book, the Holy Qur’an,
encompasses all the principles and
branches of religion, serving as a
comprehensive guide and the
ultimate answer to the world of
humanity. It is a book of speech,
constituting a complete law. The
Qur’an is a prescription for healing,
an enlightened leader, a precise
balance, a strong preacher, an
informed and insightful guide, a
guiding light in darkness, a powerful
speaker, and eloquent. It is a mercy
to the worlds and a book that
distinguishes truth from falsehood.
Additionally, it is a compilation of
historical, pol i tical, mil itary,
educational, jurisprudential, ethical,
doctrinal, natural, hygienic,
industrial, philosophical, literary,
mathematical, and other sciences
and subjects.” Aubaid Akhoon
The Quran, the holy book of
Muslims, consti tutes the
fundamental guide for leading a
modest life in accordance with the
Hadith and Sunnah of our beloved
Prophet PBUH. This divine book is
bestowed upon the Muslim
community, serving as a basic and
essential need without which a
devout Muslim or Muslimah cannot
expect to navigate their lives
successfully. Our belief hinges on
upho lding the Quran by heart for
true success.
In today’s world, science is an
indispensable tool for technological
and societal development. People
have become so immersed in the
modern tactics of science that it

helps them overcome every hurdle
in life. The fast-paced progress of
science enables us even to trace
the direction of a spark of light.
While some perceive science and
the Quran as separate entities, they
are, in fact, intricately connected.
Science is seen as the Quran in a
dif ferent form, suggesting a
parallelism between the two. The
Quran has long ago articulated the
facts that science is currently
proving. Unfortunately, many fail to
focus on extracting scienti fic
knowledge from the Quran, partly
due to the lack of understanding in
the past. The advent of science
revolutionized lives, leading people
to realize the purpose of their
existence.
Over the past few years, the Quran
and science have collaboratively
contributed to effective success,

transforming the current world into
a contrastive phase from millions of
years ago. The question arises: who
is responsible for this revolution —
the Quran or science?
The Quran itself  encourages
congruency with truths attained by
modern science, encompassing
knowledge in biology, technology,
physics, and more. According to a
Pew Center study on religion and
education from the 2016 census,
Jews, the most educated religious
group, acknowledge deriv ing
significant knowledge from the
Quran.

Specific Quranic verses
directly correlate with scientific
concepts, such as the mention of
atoms (Surah Zalzalah, verse no.
7-8), the big bang theory (Surah
Ambiyaa, verse no. 30), the moon
and its phases (36-39), and the

splitting of the moon (Surah Al-
Qamar). The Quran even mentions
black holes or collapsed stars as
an invisible passage, covering
concepts from the theory of
relativ ity, quantum physics,
mechanics, embryology, geology,
and thermodynamics.

The world of technology is
advancing with the guidance of the
Quran, attempting to f ind
resolutions to various matters
collectively with science.
Unfortunately, many Muslims are
unaware of these facts, and there
is a contrastive situation where
non-Muslims are util izing the
benefits more.

When we consider the
importance of the Quran, we find
that every creature around us is full
of scientif ic backgrounds and
theories mentioned in the Quran.

The Holy Quran, with over 6000 Ayat
speaking about science, is not
merely a book of science but a book
of signs pointing to major scientific
concepts. While the Quran and
science have distinct ideologies,
they are not alienated from each
other. As science advances,
scientists are increasingly moving
towards accepting Islam,
showcasing the legacy of the
Quran.
Observing day-to-day life post-
modernization, there is a drastic
change in society as people have
advanced their mindsets and altered
their mode of rationalizing and
evaluating things with the progress
in science and technology.

~Hafsa Javaid [Class 11th]
“ The student is a disciple of
renowned Columnist Aubaid

Akhoon”

Reduction in Syllabus for JEE mains 2024 is Good or bad?
the JEE Main syllabus is going to

Vijay Garg
The National Testing Agency (NTA) has
truncated the syllabus of JEE Main 2024
scheduled between 24th January
to 1st February. While many
topics including States of Matter,
Surface Chemistry, and Hydrogen
among others have been removed
from Chemistry, topics such as
Mathematical Reasoning and
Mathematical Inductions have
been omitted from Mathematics.
Physics, on the other hand, has
witnessed the de let ion of
Communication Systems and a
few topics from Experimental
Skills.

Ta lk ing about the
shortening of JEE Main 2024
syllable ,  this announcement is a bit late.
By now ser ious aspirants  must have
completed the syllabus covering most of the
topics that have been removed. They are now
in the mode of taking tests to improve their
accuracy and speed. The announcement
should have come at the beginning of the
academic session, in the months of April or
May so that the students could have adjusted
their timings well.”

JEE Main 2024 syllabus
truncation: Good or bad?

Garg highlights some of the potential benefits
of cutting the syllabus short. “Reduction of

be helpful for those who are not really
confident about doing well in the exam. They
could take this as an opportunity to boost

their scores,” he observes. the reduced JEE
Main syllabus is more aligned now in terms
of the balance of subjects. “Chemistry was
as such very vast earlier. So, the truncation
has been done proportionately for all the three
subjects: Physics, Chemistry, Math. If you
look at it now, the syllabus is more equal in
terms of topic coverage,” says GarG
Alongside the benefits, there is a downside
to the reduction of syl labus too. “It is
definitely going to impact higher education
because most of the removed topics are
relevant for an engineering course. It is crucial
to have the basics in place which these

students studying according to the shortened
syllabus are going to miss,” he observes.
Also, IIT aspirants are not going to benefit

from this new move, believes
“Students who have a larger
goal and are preparing for JEE
Advanced for admission to IITs
alongside JEE Main, will have
to prepare for these topics
despite the syllabus being
shortened. In f a c t ,  t h i s
reduction is not a matter of
c on ce rn  to  them a t  a l l , ”
GarG says . Tips  f or  JEE
Ma in  e xam in e e s  T h e
p r ep a r a to r y  s ta g e  o f  a
competitive exam like JEE
can be the deciding factor
behind success and failure.

So, it is crucial to make sure that the prep
s t r a te g y  i s  f o o l p r oo f .  Sh a r i ng  h i s
suggestions for engineering aspirants,
Vijay GarG says, “Since the JEE Main
syllabus is now more al igned to that of
the Board exam, I would advise students
to focus on their Board exam and along with
that take a series of mock tests on the lines
of the current JEE Main pattern. That way,
they will not have to deviate from their Board
exam preparation for JEE. This is going to
help them in both the exams.”

Vijay GarG Retired Principal
Educational columnist Malout
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Award Winning Mukesh Modi - Releases Bollywood Film "Political
War" Poster on Times Square Billboard in New York City
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Stars lined up to show their support
for theposter release of Bollywood
film "POLITICAL WAR" starring Lulu
Lopez, Marisa Roper, LiannaPirrglia,
Bill Mcandrews, DOP Ketak Dhiman,
and others at Times Square in New
York City on November 13, 2023
Celebrity came out to support in re-
leasing Poster for Bollywood Film
"Political War" at Times Square in
Manhattan, New York
Logline?
The Indian election is coming up and
corrupt politicians are raising funds
from outsiders who are not aligned
with the agenda of growing India into
a prosperous nation. Politicians will
go to any extent to win the election -
lie to people, create fear,provoke
them on the basis of fake news -
which you will all witnessin Political
War. The film is a political fiction story
where we get to see the corrupt side
of politics starring Prashant Narayan,
Seema Biswas, Rituparna Sengupta,
Milind Gunaji, Shishir Sharma, Aman
Verma, Abhay Bhargav, JitenMukhi,
Prithvi Zutshi, Subhashis
Chakraborty, Dev Sharma, Kanan
Malhotra, GaurvalAmlani, Ravi

Sharma, SweetyWalia, Anu
Sharma, Twinle Saini, Arun Bakshi,
Bill Mcandrew, Isaac Platizkyand
many more.
Synopsis of "Political War"
When India became an Independent
Nation in 1947, it granted great power
to each man and woman - power of
'right to vote' and a'right to select their
leader.' Leaders are to serve the best
interests of the nation and its citi-
zens. They are the hope of a better
life and future. However, with pass-
ing of time, some politicians
changed the meaning of politics.
Present politics turned out to be a
battle- "A Battle for a Throne". Some
politicians today want to enjoy au-
thority over peoplewhile collecting
loads of wealth during their reign.
"Political War" is showcasing a story
for the 2024 Indian election of how
conspiraciesare made in country and
how foreign support is taken toturn
citizens against their own nation
while putting the country at stake.
"They" are planning to overthrow the
ruling government.
Will the ruling government be able
to swiftly respond, or will they taste

a failure from the opposition?
How are the elections today turning
out to be a "war?"
"Political War" will reveal the an-
swers to these questions!
Our Objective
1) Motivate the Community to
Vote
2) Expose Corrupt Politicians
3) Expose Corrupt Foreign
Resources
4) India believes There is Unity
in Diversity.
5) The Universe is one family
Modi on a Mission
Award-Winning Indian-American
Filmmaker and Director Mukesh
Modi's release of "The Elevator," star-
ring Oscar-nominated Eric Roberts
and Eugenia Kuzmina debuted in
theatres on streaming
platformsrecently, but more impor-
tantly, Modi realized a major gap in
the process that oftentimes leaves
filmmakers at a loss from distribu-
tion to return on investment. While
studios have been backlogged with
a long list of films to be released,
independent filmmakers are finding
themselves at a deficit between se-

curing distribution, financing, place-
ment/release, and giving away a sig-
nificant percentage of return to a
streaming service-resulting in a fruit-
less waiting game, pain-staking pro-
cess and upside-down investment.
As an industry innovator, Modi de-
cided to BE the change by launch-
ing a streaming service-Indie Films
World (IFW)-that not only creates a
no-nonsense solution for indepen-
dent filmmakers, but also a portal of

the latest and top-rated variety of
films for audiences who have grown
tired of the same collection of films
available on mainstream platforms.
Modi has continued his hard work
after making his first feature film "The
Elevator" and has made a web se-
ries "Mission Kashi" in Hindi which
was released in October 2022 on
IFW. Modi's has 3 more films in the
pipeline to be released in the next
12 months.
"TORN" starring Alfonso Freeman he
is a son of Morgan Freeman. Torn is
Psychological Thriller Feature Film.
"THE KITCHEN PARTY" short En-
glish film
"ARMS HEIST" Mini Web Series
He will also be creatingthe Indie Film
AwardFestival (IFAA), a film festival
for Independent Filmmakers. IFAA
will support Indie Filmmakers in the
distribution of their films and release
their content on IFW. IFAA will
helpindependent filmmakers by in-
creasing the total addressable mar-
ket for these line of films. Attention
Filmmakers Filmmakers can contact
the Contents Acquisition
Team:indiefilmsinc24@gmail.com
For general questions,
email:info@indiefilmsworld.com
Website & Social Media
Website: indiefilmworld.com
Instagram: @realmukeshmodi
Twitter: @realmukeshmodi
IOS/Android Mobile App: Indie Films
World Android TV App: Indie Films
World
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'Go home Indian': Sikh restaurateur racially targeted in Australia

Melbourne : A Sikh restaurateur
living in Australia for 15 years, has
been left shaken after he found
excrement smeared on his car for
several days in a row and racist
letters that told him, "go home,

Indian". Jarnail 'Jimmy' Singh,
who runs 'Dawat – The Invitation'
restaurant in Hobart, Tasmania,
said he has been continuously
targeted for over the last two,
three months. "It's mentally very

stressful when it comes to your
house, and particularly (being tar-
geted) with your name on it... It's
too much mental stress. Some-
thing has to be done," Singh told
ABC News on Tuesday.Singh first
assumed the letter had been writ-
ten by a young person, and did
his best to ignore it, according to
the report. Recounting the first in-
cident, he said dog excrement
was smeared on the door handles
of his car for four or five days in a
row, followed by a racist letter in
his dr iveway, tell ing him "go
home, Indian". While the inci-
dents were brought to the notice
of police and video cameras were
installed at his property,  the
spiteful letters continued to arrive.
He told ABC News that the next
letter was received about a month
later, and it was even more offen-
sive than the first -- including

comments like "you can **** off
back to India". His car was also
scratched outside his workplace.
"This kind of thing has to be
stopped. Definitely, we do need
a change," Singh rued.

Tasmania Police Com-
mander Jason Elmer said in a
statement that the incidents had
been reported to police and were
being investigated. He said cur-
rent legislation allowed for courts
to "consider that a motivation of
racial hatred or prejudice can be
an aggravating factor in sentenc-
ing". Commander Elmer said
there was "no excuse for any form
of verbal or physical harassment"
in  the commun i ty,  and  that
people were encouraged to con-
tact police immediately if they
believe they have been the victim
of a prejudice-related incident.
Aimen Jafri , the chair  of  the

Multicultural Council of Tasmania,
told ABC that incidents like those
experienced by Singh were far too
common -- and increasing."It's
definitely getting worse at the mo-
ment," she said. Singh said he
hoped speaking out about his ex-
periences could help prevent oth-
ers from facing anything similar.
After police opened investigation,
Singh took to his social media
page and wrote that "there is no
space for racism in our beautiful
country,  Aus tra l ia" .  He also
thanked his supporters and cus-
tomers who "stood with him in
hard times". "I want to extend my
heartfelt gratitude for the incred-
ible support I have received in
many ways, phone calls, mes-
sages, and personal visits to our
restaurant just to check on me,"
he wrote on Facebook on Mon-
day.

US warns influencers to disclose paid
posts on aspartame or face action

Washington :  The US Fed-
eral Trade Commission (FTC) has
warned two trade associations and
12 registered dieticians and other
online health influencers, warning
them about the lack of adequate dis-
closures in their Instagram and
TikTok posts promoting the safety of
the artificial sweetener aspartame or
the consumption of sugar-containing
products.In letters sent to them,
theFTC said that those violating the
rules could face civil penalties of up
to $50,120 per violation for future fail-
ures to disclose unexpected mate-
rial connections.

The letters to the trade
groups, the American Beverage As-
sociation (AmeriBev) and The Cana-
dian Sugar Institute, expressed con-
cerns that the organisations may
have violated the FTC Act by failing
to adequately disclose that the
influencers were apparently hired to
promote the safety of aspartame or
the consumption of sugar-containing
products, respectively. “It’s irrespon-
sible for any trade group to hire
influencers to tout its members’ prod-
ucts and fail to ensure that the
influencers come clean about that
relationship,” said Samuel Levine,
Director of the FTC’s Bureau of Con-
sumer Protection.

“That’s certainly true for
health and safety claims about sugar
and aspartame, especially when
made by registered dieticians and
others upon whom people rely for
advice about what to eat and drink,”
Levine said in a statement late on
Wednesday. The letter to AmeriBev
detail concerns about posts on
Instagram and TikTok by Valerie
Agyeman, Nichole Andrews, Leslie
Bonci, Keri Gans, Stephanie
Grasso, Cara Harbstreet, Andrea
Miller, Idrees Mughal, Adam

Pecoraro, and Mary Ellen Phipps,
each of whom also received an indi-
vidual warning letter. The letter to The
Canadian Sugar Institute expresses
concerns about Instagram posts by
Jenn Messina and Lindsay Pleskot,
each of whom also received an indi-
vidual warning letter. “Paid endorse-
ments should clearly and conspicu-
ously disclose any unexpected ma-
terial connections to ensure that con-
sumers have the information they
need to make informed purchasing
decisions,” said the FTC. Each letter
also included the FTC’s notice of penalty
offenses concerning misleading endorse-
ments and noted that the recipient could
face civil penalties of up to $50,120 per
violation for future failures to disclose un-
expected material connections. Finally,
the FTC asked the recipient to contact
its staff within 15 days and detail any ac-
tions taken or that will be taken to ad-
dress staff’s concerns.

Texas Governor expected to endorse Trump for 2024 prez polls
Houston : Texas Governor Greg Abbott is

expected to endorse Donald Trump for
President in the 2024 election, a media
report said citing sources.The sources told
CNN that Abbott might make the announce-
ment on November 19 when the former
President visits the border city of McAllen.
The endorsement is set to be a major boon
to the Trump campaign, since the Texas
Republican Governor has long been close
with his counterpart in Florida Ron
DeSantis, a rival of the former President in
the 2024 race. During the visit to McAllen,
Trump and Abbott will appear together on stage
while discussing future plans to curb illegal immi-
gration. the sources told CNN. In recent days,

the former President has upped the ante on what

his immigration policies would be if he returns to
the White House next year. The Republi-
can frontrunner has publicly said he wants to revive

many of his first-term immigration policies to re-
strict both legal and illegal immigration
— including reinstating and expanding a
travel ban on predominantly Muslim
countries and bringing back a Covid-era
policy known as Title 42 to further re-
strict immigration into the
country.Meanwhile, the state of Texas
remain locked in a hard-fought legal battle
with President Joe Biden's administra-
tion over its efforts to curtain illegal im-
migration, CNN reported. In the latest de-
velopment, Abbott is expected sign a bill

that would make it a new state crime to enter Texas
illegally and give local law enforcement the power
to arrest and order migrants to leave the US.

Delhi’s air pollution remains 'severe'
New Delhi : Air quality across Delhi
remained in the 'severe' category
with the AQI hitting the alarming
levels at several places on Thurs-
day morning.The Anand Vihar sta-
tion was in the 'severe' category
with PM 2.5 at 500 and
PM 10 at 459, while the
Carbon Monoxide (CO)
was at 85 and the NO2 at
57, both in 'satisfactory'
levels, as per CPCB at 9
a.m. At the Bawana sta-
tion, PM 2.5 reached 500
and PM 10 at 495, while
the CO reached 101, in
'moderate' levels and NO2
at 28, in the 'good' category. In
Dwarka sector-8 station, the PM
2.5 reached 481 and PM 10 was
at 414, both in the 'severe' category
while CO was at 86, in 'satisfac-
tory' levels. The air quality at the
Indira Gandhi International Airport
T3 area was 'severe' with PM 2.5
recorded at 472 and PM 10 at 408,
while the CO reached at 83, under
'satisfactory' category. At Delhi
Technical University (DTU) station,

the PM 10 was at 461, in the 'se-
vere' category and PM 2.5 was at
354, under 'very poor' category while
the CO plunged to 153, in moderate
category and CO was at 92, in sat-
isfactory levels. The PM 2.5 at

Jahangirpuri was recorded at 500,
under the 'severe' category, while PM
10 reached 477, also placing it un-
der the 'severe' category. Here, the
Carbon Monoxide was 90 in 'satis-
factory' levels and Nitrogen Dioxide
(NO2) at 16, in the 'good' category.
Notably, the AQI between zero and
50 is considered 'good'; 51 and 100
'satisfactory'; 101 and 200 'moder-
ate'; 201 and 300 'poor'; 301 and 400
'very poor'; and 401 and 500 'severe'.
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Israel to display more material from Al-Shifa Hospital raid: Official
Jerusalem  : A top Israeli official said he was
sure that "more and more material" will be
shared from the military's search operation at
Gaza's Al-Shifa Hospital, where the Jewish
nation believes that the Hamas militant group
operates a subterranean network of tunnels.
Justifying the military operation at the enclave's
largest hospital, Mark Regev, a senior adviser
to Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu,
told the BBC on Wednesday night that "inter-
national law specifically says that the minute
your enemy uses a humanitarian site like a
hospital for its military machine then you can
target that site".

"It doesn’t mean you do so lightly or
irresponsibly but under international law it loses
its immunity," he added. Regev's remarks
came as Israeli special forces backed by ad-
ditional troops conducted the "precise and tar-

geted operation" inside the hospital against
Hamas terror infrastructure at the site. The op-
eration lasted until Wednesday evening, with
the Israel Defense Forces (IDF) finding weap-
ons and Hamas assets inside the premises,
while it also interrogated people. At least five
Hamas gunmen were killed by troops during a
gun battle outside the hospital, The Times of
Israel reported, adding that no soldiers were
injured. Addressing the media, IDF spokeperson
Daniel Hagari said on Wednesday night that
the operation lasted some 18 hours. He said
that the IDF searched the hospital premises
extensively and did not rule out the possibility
of getting Hamas terroists who are hiding in
some areas in the facility. The Israeli military
has repeatedly alleged that Palestinian armed
groups operate a military compound within and
underneath the Shifa Hospital.The hospital’s

management and the Palestinian Ministry of
Health in Gaza have strongly denied these al-
legations and have called for an independent
investigation. Presently, it remains unclear what
or who remains in the complex following the
Israli operation.Meanwhile, the Israeli army
stressed that the military was "not overrunning"
the hospital, asserting troops were conducting
a "focused" operation "in a defined area" of the
hospital.  Though Israel believes some of the
240 hostages captured by Gaza terrorists were
housed at the hospital at one time, there is no
indication of hostages currently being held there.
However, the IDF believes the operation may
bring intelligence information on the captives.
Responding to the operation, senior Hamas
member Bassem Naim called it "ridiculous and
worthless" and said he could not rule out that
the Israeli military "brought weapons and put

them in the Al-Shifa complex", the BBC re-
ported. He said Israel's goal is to "pressure"
hospitals and medical centres and to displace
Gaza's population, adding that 25 hospitals in
the territory are now out of service through
"bombing, siege and destruction". Hamas has
repeatedly denied Israeli claims that it oper-
ates from within the hospital. The Health Min-
istry in Gaza said that before the military raid
in Al-Shifa, bombardments hit the hospital and
damaged parts of it, including the specialised
surgeries department, coronary care division
and a warehouse. "After the troops entered,
patients, staff and IDPs were reporteldy relo-
cated within the compound," it said. The Min-
istry also claimed that on Wednesday, 179
bodies held at Al Shifa, which could not be
evacuated or properly maintained, were bur-
ied in a mass grave inside the compound.

Hamas demands release of 194
Palestinians held in Israeli prisons

Tel Aviv :  The Hamas militant group
has demanded the release of 194
Palestinians currently being held in
Israeli prisons in exchange for Is-
raeli hostages.Sources in the Is-
raeli Foreign Ministry, who are cur-
rently in mediating efforts in Qatar,
told IANS that the
Hamas's demand is especially for
the women and childen langushing
in Israeli jails on various charges.

But the Israeli government has not
approved to any such demand, in-
formed officials said. The Qatari me-
diators, according to the sources,
have put forward a suggestion of re-
leasing 50 hostages kidnapped from
Israel on October 7. But the Israel
side has not agreed to it. Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
dismissed the development, saying
it was just rumours and that no dis-

cussions had taken place on a pos-
sible prisoner swap

He also said that if there
was any such development, the
govenment would directly inform the
people. Meanwhile, Defence Minis-
ter Yoav Gallant on Thursday said
that the only way for the Hamas to
release hostages that it captured
following its massive assault on Oc-
tober 7, is to exert more military
pressure on the terrorist group.

According to Israeli au-
thorities, 238 people are being held
captive in Gaza, including Israelis
and foreign nationals. Some media
reports have claimed about 30 of
the hostages are children. Since the
war began, Hamas has released four
civilian hostages , while a female
soldier was rescued by the Israeli
forces. On Tuesday, Israeli sources
confirmed that a soldier captured by
the Hamas had been killed. The ter-
rorist group claimed that she was
among of 57 hostages killed in the
ongoing Israeli airstrikes in Gaza.

Only military pressure on Hamas will lead
to release of hostages: Israel Defence Min

Tel Aviv : Israeli Defence
Minister Yoav Gallant said the only
way tor the Hamas to release hos-
tages that it captured following its
massive assault on October 7, is to
exert more military pressure on the
terrorist group.According to Israeli
authorities, 238 people are being
held captive in Gaza, including Is-
raelis and foreign nationals. Some
media reports have claimed about
30 of the hostages are children.
Since the war began, Hamas has
released four civilian hostages ,
while a female soldier was rescued

by the Israeli forces. In a statement
on Thursday morning, rhe Defence
Minister said the armt will continue
to attack the terror outfit and de-
stroy its command centres.
Gallant's comments came following
media reports claimed that a pris-
oner swap was in the cards and the
Hamas had agreed for the release
of 50 hostages in place of a number
of Palestinian women and children
who are in Israeli prisons. Also re-
acting to the reports, Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said
if there was any such development,

the govenment would directly inform
the people and urged not to believe
in rumours. On Tuesday, Israeli
sources confirmed that a soldier
captured by the Hamas had been
killed. The terrorist group claimed
that she was among of 57 hostages
killed in the ongoing Israeli airstrikes
in Gaza. The overall death toll in
Israel as of Thursday morning stood
at 1,200, which included Israelis and
foreign nationals. Till date, the names
of 1,162 fatalities in Israel have been
released, including 859 civilians and po-
lice officers.

US Republicans launch
Congressional Hindu Caucus

Washington : US Republican law-
makers have launched a Congres-
sional Hindu Caucus that will be the
second but largest yet for champi-
oning causes and issues related to
the community of Hindu Americans.
“Today I am so excited to announce
the official launch of the Congres-
sional Hindu Caucus in the US Con-
gress,” Elise Stefanik, who is the
fourth ranking member of the Repub-
lican leadership in the House of Rep-
resentatives, said on Wednesday an
event organised by Shalabh “Shalli”
Kumar, a leading Indian-American
fundraiser for the the party and es-
pecially former President Donald
Trump.  This caucus is his initiative
and has been in the making for
some time. This was the second
congressional caucus launched to
represent Hindu Americans, who are
largely Indian-descent Americans
who are increasingly choosing to
identify themselves by their religion
rather than then their country of ori-

gin. But it also touts itself as a rep-
resentative of Sikh, Jain and Bud-
dhist communities. The caucus,
which is chaired by first-term Demo-
cratic Congressman Shri Thanedar,
ran into controversy off the block as
Sikh Americans, who run a well-
funded lobbying effort of their own,
challenged its claim to represent
them. It hasn’t generated much sup-
port among lawmakers either.
Stefanik’s Hindu caucus is off to a
flying start in comparison. She read
out a list of 10 or so fellow Republi-
can lawmakers who, she said, had
volunteered to join the caucus but
were not all present. One of them
was Congresswoman Nicole
Malliotakis. She came to the event
to personally convey her regrets at
not being able to attend. “I have a
growing Indian community in my
district,” she said when asked by
this reporter for her reason for join-
ing the caucus. “We have a Hindu
temple which I go to annually to cel-
ebrate, whether it's Diwali or some
of the other holidays. And I really
built a great relationship with the
Hindu community and want to be
able to help particularly now be-
cause of the very strategic time re-
lationship between the US and In-
dia.”  Indian-Americans are a
growing community with widely
acknowledged financial c lout
with their  way-above median
household incomes.  Their politi-
ca l  c lou t  has  been  on the
ascendance as well, mostly for
their donations, although many of
them are also running for political
offices from city councils to Con-
gress to the White House. Increas-
ingly now, they have wanted to be
identified as Hindu Americans,
which grants them constituency
claims over Hindus from the
Caribbeans, Nepal, Bangladesh and
American converts.
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