
1

Preetnamausa@gmail.com
preetnamausa

@gmail.com

www.preetnama.com, www.preetnews.com preetnamausa@gmail.com

+1 201-312-4180 +1 917-328-8436Online and Print Media



 2

Cheif Editor
Pritpal Kaur

+1 201-312-4180

On our English language New Website
WWW.PREET NEWS.COM

Khara  Sach

22 SEPT TO  28 SEPT, 2023Website: www.preetnama.com Email preetnamausa@gmail.comVol 4, Issue 218



3

Cheif Editor
Pritpal Kaur

+1 201-312-4180

On our English language New Website
WWW.PREET NEWS.COM

Khara  Sach

22 SEPT TO  28 SEPT, 2023Website: www.preetnama.com Email preetnamausa@gmail.comVol 4, Issue 218



 4

Cheif Editor
Pritpal Kaur

+1 201-312-4180

On our English language New Website
WWW.PREET NEWS.COM

Khara  Sach

22 SEPT TO  28 SEPT, 2023Website: www.preetnama.com Email preetnamausa@gmail.comVol 4, Issue 218



5

Cheif Editor
Pritpal Kaur

+1 201-312-4180

On our English language New Website
WWW.PREET NEWS.COM

Khara  Sach

22 SEPT TO  28 SEPT, 2023Website: www.preetnama.com Email preetnamausa@gmail.comVol 4, Issue 218



 6



7

m.y.s.o_

m.y.s.o_



 8

Cheif Editor
Pritpal Kaur

+1 201-312-4180

On our English language New Website
WWW.PREET NEWS.COM

Khara  Sach

22 SEPT TO  28 SEPT, 2023Website: www.preetnama.com Email preetnamausa@gmail.comVol 4, Issue 218



9

Cheif Editor
Pritpal Kaur

+1 201-312-4180

On our English language New Website
WWW.PREET NEWS.COM

Khara  Sach

22 SEPT TO  28 SEPT, 2023Website: www.preetnama.com Email preetnamausa@gmail.comVol 4, Issue 218



 10

Cheif Editor
Pritpal Kaur

+1 201-312-4180

On our English language New Website
WWW.PREET NEWS.COM

Khara  Sach

22 SEPT TO  28 SEPT, 2023Website: www.preetnama.com Email preetnamausa@gmail.comVol 4, Issue 218



11

Cheif Editor
Pritpal Kaur

+1 201-312-4180

On our English language New Website
WWW.PREET NEWS.COM

Khara  Sach

22 SEPT TO  28 SEPT, 2023Website: www.preetnama.com Email preetnamausa@gmail.comVol 4, Issue 218



 12



13

+1 201-312-4180
+1 917-328-8436

The Preetnama is not responsible or legally lible
for any news, article, advertisement or typing

mistakes in the news or articles

www.preetnama.com
+1 (201) 312-4180

Weekly Preetnama

ADVISORY BOARD

PRITPAL KAUR
Editor-In-Chief
+1 201-312-4180
+1 917-328-8436

Preetnamausa@gmail.com
www.preetnama.com



 14

Cheif Editor
Pritpal Kaur

+1 201-312-4180

On our English language New Website
WWW.PREET NEWS.COM

Khara  Sach

22 SEPT TO  28 SEPT, 2023Website: www.preetnama.com Email preetnamausa@gmail.comVol 4, Issue 218

“The Double-Edged Sword: How Social Media
Has Transformed Our Lives”

Social media plays a vital role in
our lives today. When we compare
today’s era with the past, we
observe a stark contrast. In the past,
before the advent of technology, life
was simple, tranquil, and clean.
However, in today’s world, we see a
more complex society that
emphasizes advancement and
modernization. The increase in
technological advancements has
brought about significant changes in
our society, with social media being
a major driver of this transformation.

Life before social media was
undoubtedly pure and simple, but it
was also somewhat isolated from the
world’s current events. People led
good lives, but there was a lack of
exposure to the broader world. Their
knowledge remained static, and they
were often unaware of the realities
beyond their immediate
surroundings. Many relied on
superstitions and irrational beliefs,
creating their own mythologies.
While some were literate and could
discern right from wrong, others
followed irrational beliefs.

The advent of social media
brought about a global revolution that
impacted the lives of every individual.
People became more connected and
began to lead more organized lives.
It also had a significant influence on
mental health, reforming and
renovating the way people thought.
As people became familiar with
social media, they started craving
more technological advancements to
improve the world further.

Today, people have become
heavily reliant on social media. It has
both positive and negative impacts,
depending on its usage. When
utilized for the betterment of society,
social media can be a powerful tool
for education. Many students prefer
online learning through social media
platforms, and numerous channels
provide educational content. Social
media has made it easier for remote
areas to access business
opportunities through
communication and transportation.

Moreover, social media has not
only revolutionized education but
also transformed the way we
consume news and information. It

has become a primary source of
news for many, shaping public
opinion and driving social and
political discourse. However, it has
also given rise to concerns about the
spread of misinformation and “echo
chambers” where people are
exposed only to like-minded views.

However, social media also has
its limitations and drawbacks.
Excessive use can negatively affect
mental and physical health.
Addiction to social media can lead

to a loss of focus on personal goals
and pr ior ities. It’s crucial to
recognize these negative aspects
and use social media responsibly.

In the context of businesses,
social media has revolutionized
marketing and customer
engagement. Companies utilize
various social media platforms to
reach a global audience, promote
their products and services, and
engage with customers in real-time.
This has opened up new avenues for

entrepreneurship and created a more
level playing field for small
businesses to compete with larger
corporations.

As Aubaid Akhoon, the
renowned columnist, once said, “As
we navigate the digital landscape of
the 21st century, let us remember
that social media is a double-edged
sword, capable of connecting hearts
and minds, but also of blurring the
lines between reality and illusion. Its
true power lies not in the platform

itself, but in how we choose to wield
it—either to illuminate the path to
progress or to deepen the shadows
of distraction. Let’s use it as a tool
to enlighten our minds, connect with
others, and nurture our society’s
growth, all while preserving the
gems of wisdom we encounter along
the way.”

Education plays a significant role
in how individuals use social media.
It’s not just about accumulating
information; it should also involve
character development and life-
building experiences. We must
apply the knowledge we gain from
social media to make a positive
impact on society by changing
negative behaviors and attitudes.

Bottom line: social media
provides a platform for self-
expression and connection. To make
the most of it, we should use it
responsibly and contribute positively
to our society. Just like a valuable
gem, we should preserve and utilize
this resource wisely. Social media
has reshaped our world in profound
ways, and its influence continues to
evolve as technology advances and
society adapts to these changes.

Umais Mudasir Farooqi
umaismudasir18@gmail.com

G20 impetus against climate change
India’s G20 presidency slogan of

‘Vasudaviah Kutumbakam’ ‘One Earth
One family’ has outlined its
commitment towards inclusivity and an
equal world for all. The opening of the
summit on 9th September 2023 laid
down New Delhi Leaders’ Declaration.
The chair of the summit; the Prime
Minister of India aimed at bridging the
trust deficit that has engulfed the whole
world that is leading to both man-made
and natural calamities that are being
faced by different parts of the world.
This declaration ingrains the
fundamental value of inclusivity that is
intrinsic to Indian civilization and has
again stressed building consensus that
comes through trust.

Amidst the conundrum of the
Russia and Ukraine war had seen
tense and heated moments that might

have led to World War III, bridging of
trust deficit is vital for the survival of
human beings. This was further attuned
when India passed a resolution and
admitted the African Union as a
permanent member of the G20 forum.
This opens up two new vistas in G20
history. First, it wipes out the image
that G20 is the forum for the globally
rich countries only thereby moving a
step towards inclusivity and instilling
equality by bridging the north and south
divide thereby making the forum G21;
secondly, it opens a new chapter of
admitting a regional forum in a
multilateral organization. In this
process, it aims to lessen the trust
deficit that is posed by the narrow
nationalism of the countries leading to
ethnic conflict, especially in Africa. New
Delhi’s leaders’ declaration has

strongly affirmed strong, sustainable,
balanced and inclusive growth for all. It
has categorically pointed to at focused
commitment to achieving sustainable
development goals by all the countries
together.

This emphasis has moved away
from the north north-south divide and it
now focuses on sustained collaborative
commitment from the whole world
through cultural invigoration to fight the
demons of inequality, hunger, health
crisis etc. that are plaguing the whole
world. The aspect of financial inclusion
reiterates its demands for bridging the
economic inequality that has infested
the world. This is one of the major
hindrances that are posed for the slow
attainment of sustainable development
goals The New Delhi leaders’
Declaration has a special mention of

the attainment of gender equality and
bridging the gender divide. It highlights
those sectors where women are either
‘invisible’ or are missing. This
declaration has especially focused on
bridging the digital divide between men
and women. As per the latest report of
the International Telecommunication
Union, an allied agency of the United
Nations, there is a huge digital divide
between the two sexes that inhibit
women’s financial inclusion and
progress. Along with this, there is an
increasing stress on mitigating the
adverse effect of climate change on
women which is in turn affecting their
health and nutritional needs. An
increase in climate adversities is
affecting the rainfall and cropping
patterns leading to less production of
food grains.



15

“From Extravagance to Essence: Rediscovering Kashmiri Weddings”
“Are we defined by the extravagance of our celebrations or the depth of our connections?”

Aubaid Ahmad Akhoon
Email:

akhoon.aubaid@gmail.com
And those who, when they spend,
are neither extravagant nor niggardly
but hold a just balance between
those (extremes).” - Quran, 25:67
As the summer sun relinquishes its
fiery grip on the beautiful valleys of
Kashmir, a unique trend has
emerged this year. With scorching
temperatures making traditional
summer weddings a challenge,
many Kashmiri families have wisely
chosen to delay their marriage
ceremonies, opting instead for the
cooler months of September to
November. This shift not only brings
respite from the heat but also offers
a valuable lesson in celebrating love
and togetherness with simplicity.

Kashmir, often described as
“Paradise on Earth,” has long been
renowned for its breathtaking
landscapes, vibrant culture, and
warm hospitality. The grandeur of
Kashmiri weddings, with their rich
traditions, elaborate rituals, and
opulent feasts, is equally well-
known. However, the soaring
temperatures in recent summers
have taken their toll, making these
celebrations more about
extravagance than the love and unity
they represent.

This change in wedding
timing provides a timely opportunity
to reflect on the essence of marriage
ceremonies. The common message
to the public, both in Kashmir and
beyond, should resonate with the
idea of embracing simplicity and
shunning extravagance.

“Indeed, Allah loves not
those who are self-deluding and
boastful.” - Quran, 4:36
Religious Teachings:
Incorporating the wisdom of religious
texts into our plea for simplicity in
Kashmiri weddings, we find strong
support for this noble cause:
Islamic Perspective:
In Islam, simplicity is highly
regarded, and extravagant spending
is discouraged. The Quran mentions
moderation and avoiding
excessiveness in spending, as it
encourages Muslims to give to those
in need and to prioritize helping
others over lavish expenditures
(Quran 7:31).
“The most blessed marriage is the
one with the least expenses.” -
Prophet Muhammad (Al-Mu’jam al-
Awsat)

Hindu Perspective:
Hinduism, with its diverse traditions,
also promotes simplicity in
weddings. The ancient scriptures,
such as the Manusmriti and the
Bhagavad Gita, stress the
significance of  modesty and

frugality. The Bhagavad Gita, for
instance, teaches detachment from
material possessions and the value
of inner contentment.
Sikh Perspective:
Sikhism, founded on the principles
of equality, humility, and
selflessness, advocates for simple
and meaningful ceremonies. The
Guru Granth Sahib, the holy
scripture of Sikhism, emphasizes
the importance of humility and
avoiding extravagance.
By aligning our plea for simplicity in
Kashmiri weddings with these
religious teachings, we honor our
faith, promote social harmony, and
contribute to the well-being of our
community.
Additional Benefits for the
Community:
Financial Stability: Extravagant
weddings often result in financial

burdens not only for the immediate
families but also for the community
at large, diverting resources from
more essential needs.
Community Development: By
practicing frugality in weddings,
families can allocate resources
toward community development
initiatives such as education,
healthcare, and infrastructure.
Social Equality: Extravagant
weddings can inadvertently create
disparities within the community.
Encouraging modest weddings
fosters social equality, where all
members can participate equally.
Cultural Preservation: Simplifying
weddings better preserves cultural
aspects, ensuring they are passed
down to future generations intact.
Environmental Responsibility: A
focus on eco-friendly weddings
aligns with the global movement

toward sustainability, contributing to
a cleaner and healthier environment
for everyone.
Social Cohesion: Shared values of
simplicity in weddings create
stronger bonds among community
members, enhancing social
cohesion and harmony.
Education and Empowerment:
Resources saved from extravagant
weddings can be channeled into
educational programs, scholarships,
and skill development initiatives,
empowering the youth.
Philanthropy and Charity:
Wedding celebrations can be an
opportunity for charitable acts,
supporting local charities or less
fortunate community members in
need.
Mental Health and Well-being:
Simplifying weddings reduces stress
and anxiety associated with

planning extravagant events, leading
to happier and more productive
individuals.
Setting a Positive Example:
Prominent community members
choosing simplicity set a positive
example for others to follow, fostering
a culture of responsible celebration.
Tailpeice
In conclusion, embracing simplicity
in weddings benefits not only
individual families but the entire
community. By making conscious
choices to avoid extravagance, we
pave the way for a stronger, more
united, and prosperous community
that can collectively address its
challenges and build a brighter future
for all.
“Simplicity is the keynote of all true
elegance.” - Coco Chanel
The message is clear: It’s time to
rekindle the true spirit of Kashmiri
weddings by making them more
about love, togetherness, and
shared moments of joy. Let us
cherish the memories we create, not
the extravagance we display. In doing
so, we will pave the way for a brighter
future filled with meaningful and
sustainable celebrations.

About the Author:
Aubaid Ahmad Akhoon is a

renowned Columnist &
Motivational Speaker and an

Associate Editor of the Weekly
Publication ‘Education Quill.’

He currently serves as the Senior
EDP Head at DD Target PMT

Kashmir, a reputable institute
renowned for its coaching classes

in the medical/JEE/Foundation
Classes.

Roadmap to bring advanced technology to the common man
 Generative Artificial Intelligence (GenAI) is
creating curiosity all over the world. ChatGPT is
an example of this. Its amazing ability to create
conversations, art and videos has taken it to 100
million users in just two months. The power of
GenAI are technologies like Large Language
Models (LLM) and Transformers, which are
amazing, but also as disruptive as the Internet
or smartphones. Google CEO Sundar Pichai and
AIIf compared to fire, Microsoft's Satya Nadella
calls it a harbinger of change. Goldman Sachs
believes that GenAI will add an additional $7 trillion
annually to global GDP over the next decade.
However, fears like employment crisis or decline
in individual capabilities dampen this enthusiasm.
There is also a fear that AI superintelligence may
become a threat to us. Most of the experiments
related to AI are taking place in America and
China, and both have different world views., While
big tech companies in the US are taking a
leadership role, in China companies are working
with the government and building their own GenAI
models with information and security measures.
Other big countries are also working in this
direction, but their scope is limited. For example,

the European Union is pushing for regulations
to make it ethical and responsible, while Britain
wants to take the lead in AI governance. Amidst
all this, India seems to have been left behind.
However, here also its own large language
model(LLM) is in full swing, but OpenAI CEO
Sam Altman has openly discouraged it. There
is no doubt that our government and industry
can create our own LLM, but it is more important
to consider its purpose. The question is asked
whether India should adopt the Western
capitalist system or the Chinese government
controlled system? But we believe that there is
a third way, which India has shown to the world
in recent years. We should make GenAI a
digital product thatI am fit for man's use. We
can call it 'GenAI'. The basis of this thinking is
the success of Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI).
We have India Stack, which is truly an integrated
software platform designed to bring Indians into
the digital age. With i ts help, many
achievements have been achieved like providing
digital biometric identity with Aadhaar to 1.4
billion Indians, creating UPI for payments,
running the world's largest vaccination campaign.

It encouraged inclusive social development
across the countryIs. The stack is now even going
global, and many countries like Singapore,
France, UAE are showing eagerness to use it.
GenAI also needs to be as broad as the stack. If
India wants, it can create BharatLLM, which will
be equipped with data from India Stack and will
be efficient in solving region-specific problems
by keeping good coordination with Indian
languages. This can be possible only with the
mutual partnership of the government, the world's
leading IT companies and some leading technical
institutions like IITs. Then Indian companies
BharatLLA You can choose the LLM you need
from it, start-ups can take advantage of it to create
India-centric products, and millions of people can
create creative content through it. In this way,
India can create 'GenAI' by uniquely combining
the two biggest revolutions of digital technology
- Generative AI and Digital Public Goods with
the Indian context, and once again set an example
for the world.

Vijay GarG Retired principal
Educational columnist

Malout Punjab
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Glowing Tributes offered to 21 Valiant Sikh Martyrs of Saragarhi

By : Amarjit Singh Anand, NewYork.
Solemn Words of Homage were offered to the
21 Sikh Braveheart-Martyrs, on the *Sacred
126th Anniversary of the Epochal Battle of
Saragarhi*, as they were honoured at the Indian
Consulate-General of New York, on the 12th of
September 2023, by Saragarhi Foundation, in
active collaboration with the Consulate-General
of India.
The WelcomeAddress was presented by
Ambassador Randhir Jaiswal, Consul General
of India, New York, *as he so very graciously
offered to Honour and Cherish the Sacred
Memory of this unparalleled act of gallantry, on
an annual basis*.
Mrs. Varinder Kaur Khas was the M.C., who
conducted the proceedings with elan, is the

General-Secretary of Saragarhi USA Chapter. She
was awarded a Citation.
A documentary on the historic battle was screened
on the occasion, wherein one scene depicted the
actual battle-site, where Dr. Gurinderpal Singh
Josan, Founder of Saragarhi Foundation, *hoisted
the Khalsa-Sikh insignia NishaanSahib*, for the
1st time on the 8th of July 2019. Upto the time of
the battle, the British Union Jack was fluttering
there. At the battle-site, Dr. Josan offered an
‘Ardaas of Shukraana’, the Prayer of Gratitude to
‘Akaal-Purakh’ The Almighty Majesty and to Guru
Sahibji, for the *Blessed Gift of unfathomable
fortitude bestowed upon the 21 Sikh Warriors, who
outright refused to surrender, preferring to die
fighting, despite receiving such an option/offer of
safe-passage, from the Afghan enemy rank & file*.
Last year, Saragarhi Foundation and about 25 Sikh
families of the region inaugurated the 1st Gurdwara
Saragarhi Singh Sabha, at Hangu.
The M. C., then, requested the attendees to rise
for offering a thirty second homage to the Brave
Martyrs. *Similarly, a two-minute standing ovation
to the Sacred Memory of the Martyrs was offered
in the British Parliament, soon after the battle in
1897*. She said this is the only Indian Embassy
or Consulate in the world, which has taken up the
initiative of hosting such a paramount event and
*expressed the Sikh community’s utmost gratitude
towards Shri Randhir Jaiswal ji, for his immense
support and enthusiastic fervour*. Earlier, this year,
the Consulate also hosted a British Army
Delegation invited by Saragarhi Foundation.
Ambassador Jaiswal honoured Dr. Gurinderpal
Singh Josan, who was the guest of honour, with a
shawl and a signed coffee-table book from the
Prime Minister of India. Dr. Josan addressed the
invitees and gave a brief description of his
endeavours, pertaining to the revival of the *Spirit
of Selfless Service & Supreme Sacrifice,
epitomized by 21 Sikh Martyrs in the Line of Duty*.
Prof. I. S. Saluja, the Chief-Editor of Indian
Panorama Weekly, made an emotional speech
recalling the *Spirit of Sacrifice inculcated by Guru
Gobind Singh Sahibji, in the Sikhs, by setting a
precedent of sacrifice his four illustrious sons, all
of whom were aged under 17*. The Golden-
Chain of 10 Gurus spanning 239 years : *Guru

Nanak Rai Sahibji (circa 1469-1539) through
Guru Gobind Singh Sahibji (1666-1708)*
practiced and preached humil ity with
fearlessness, thereby presenting the model
of an egalitarian and empowered society.
*The 5th Guru Arjan Sahibji and the 9th Guru
Tegh Bahadur Sahibji embraced Martyrdom*,
bearing the brunt of intense tortures but
refused to be cowed down by tyrannical rulers.
Prof. Saluja said *Guru Gobind Singh Sahibji
epitomized the Saint-Soldier image, leading
from the front, to face the mighty oppressive
Mughal-Dynastic regime of India*.
Mrs. Mandeep Kaur Gill, the 5th generation
of Havildar Ishar Singhji and the President of
Canada Chapter of Saragarhi Foundation
made an address.
Mrs. Harpinder Kaur, the 4th generation of
Shaheed Sahib Singhji addressed the audience.
3 Veteran Soldiers from 4 Sikh Battalion of the
Indian Army (erstwhile 36 Sikh Regiment of the
British Army) were honoured Subedar Major
Sukhdev Singh, CHM Gurcharan Singh, Havildar
Jaswinder Singh and Havildar Jaspal Singh were

honoured and Sukhdev Singh ji addressed the
invitees.
S. Harbans Singhji special representative from
Gurdwara Guru Nanak Darbar Hicksville NY was
also present.  Media personnel from Jus Punjabi
of Penny Sandhu, TV Asia and official media team
of Consulate deserve  special appreciation for the
event-coverage.  Manjit Kaur NYPD volunteer for
5k NY marathon; Harjinder Kaur Jammu is Punjab
State level marathoner; Punjit Singh is a
marathoner and a sky-diver. S. Onkar Singh
Community Activist was also honoured. All of them
received Citations.  Ms. Gurkirat Kaur, S. Meharjot
Singh, Ms. Pahuljot Kaur and Ms. Angelina Kaur
Uppal the four winners of the essay competition
on Saragarhi were presented trophies, by the CG,
Ambassador Jaiswal and Dr. Varun Jeph, the
Deputy Consul General.  Vote of thanks
was presented by S. Akashjot Singh from
Canada, who is the 6th generation of
Shaheed Sahib Singhji. He profusely
thanked the Consul-General for the great
hospitality and the special food service for
the guests and audience.
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India-Canada row: Justin Trudeau
repeats allegation against India amid row

Canadian PM Justin Trudeau has
reiterated that there are “credible
reasons” to believe that Indian agents
may have been behind the murder
of a Sikh separatist on Canadian
soil.

He first made the allegation on
Monday, which India has strongly
rejected, calling them “absurd”.

Hardeep Singh Nijjar - who India
designated a terrorist in 2020 - was
shot dead outside a temple in June.

Tensions between the two
countries have flared after the
allegation.

Mr Trudeau’s accusation has
fuelled an ugly diplomatic row
between India and Canada, two
countries that have historically
shared close ties and good trade
relations.Both countries have
expelled a diplomat each of the other
nation and on Thursday, India
suspended visa services for
Canadians.

Meanwhile, Canada has reduced
its personnel in India saying some
diplomats had received threats on
social media.

On Thursday, Mr Trudeau spoke
to reporters in New York at the
sidel ines of  the UN General
Assembly and repeated some of his
earlier claims.

“As I said on Monday, there are
credible reasons to believe that
agents of the government of India
were involved in the killing of a
Canadian on Canadian soil,” he said
and added that by doing so, the
country is standing up for the “rules
based international order that we
believe in”.

When asked by a reporter to
characterise “how extensive and
solid” the evidence was, Mr Trudeau
didn’t give a direct answer but said

that Canada had a “rigorous and
independent justice system” and
“we allow those justice processes
to unfold themselves with the utmost
integrity”.

He also said that the decision to
share these allegation was not done
lightly but with “the utmost
seriousness”.

When asked if Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi had
confirmed or denied these
allegations, Mr Trudeau said he had

had a “direct and frank conversation”
with Mr Modi “in which I shared my
concerns in no uncertain terms”. Mr
Trudeau visited India earlier this
month for the G20 summit during
which he had a tense meeting with
Mr Modi. India had then issued a
sharp statement saying that it had
“strong concerns about continuing
anti-India activities of extremist
elements in Canada” who it accused
of “promoting secessionism and
inciting violence against Indian

diplomats”. Mr Trudeau said Canada
would always defend “freedom of
expression” while acting against
hatred.

ours before Mr Trudeau spoke to
the press on Thursday, Arindam
Bagchi, a spokesperson for India’s
foreign ministry, told reporters that
India had made it clear that “we are
willing to look at any specific
information that is provided to us. But
so far we have not received any such
specific information.”

The UK, Australia and the US
have expressed concern over
Canada’s allegations.

On Thursday, US National
Security Advisor, Jake Sullivan, said
that the US was consulting closely
with its Canadian counterparts and
has been in touch with the Indian
government as well.

“I firmly reject the idea that
there is a wedge between the US
and Canada. We have deep
concerns about the allegations,
and we would like to see this
investigation carried forward and
the perpetrators held to account,”
he said.

BBC News India is now on
YouTube. Click here to subscribe
and watch our documentaries,
explainers and features.

Tourists caught in India-Canada visa row
The phone line at a Vancouver-based

tourism company has been ringing non-stop
since India announced that it wi ll be
suspending visa services for Canadian
citizens.

Those who are planning to travel in the
coming months are worried about what the
ban means for them, said Radhika Sharma,
who works at Explore India, which organises
tours to the country.

Ms Sharma said travellers with a visa in
hand should be fine "but people who have
not yet applied, we're not sure if they are
going to get it or not".

Travel issues for tourists are among many
concerns that have arisen after India's
announcement on Thursday, when it said it
was suspended visa processing for Canadian
citizens citing safety concerns for its staff.

The move followed a public accusation
by Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
that India may have been behind the murder
of a Sikh separatist on Canadian soil. India
has called the allegation "absurd".

Canada is among the top five source
countries of foreign visitors to India according
to tourism data, with more than 80,000
Canadians travelling there in 2021.

For many of Canada's 1.86 million
residents of Indian descent, the impact of
the visa ban is less disruptive, though some
say it has raised some questions about their
future in the country.

Those with an Indian citizenship, like Ms
Sharma, are still able to visit India freely. So
can Canadian citizens with an Overseas
Citizenship of India card, which grants Indian
nationals who live outside of India lifetime
entry to the country.

"The issue is not about travel to India -
those who have valid visas and other kinds
of document like OCI are free to travel to
India - but the issue is of incitement of
violence and the creation of an environment
that disrupt the functioning of our high
commission and consulates," said Arindam
Bagchi, a spokesperson for India's Ministry
of External Affairs.But Ms Sharma, who is
also a student in Canada, said the recent

tensions between the two countries have her
reconsidering her long-term plans.

"A lot of students who are planning their
future and who want to get a permanent
residency in Canada are feeling tense, and
are rethinking that decision," Ms Sharma
said.

She said she is worried about whether
the rift will have an impact on her ability to
stay in Canada in the coming years. She is
also concerned about whether it could bar
her from visiting her family in India in the
future, or vice versa.Canada has a large Indo-
Canadian population with deep ties to India.
It is a popular choice for Indians looking to
study abroad, and Indian residents top the

list of immigrants in Canada.
At a news conference on Thursday, Mr

Trudeau hinted Canada was not planning to
retaliate with a similar move on visas, saying
that he was not looking to provoke India with
his allegation.

But the rift poses questions on the future
economic ties between the two countries.

Hemant Shah, an Indian-Canadian who
has lived in Canada for 49 years, said his
biggest worry from the row is its impact on
trade and business relations.

"There are a lot of Canadian companies
working in India," Mr Shah, who lives in
Winnipeg, said. "If I was in a business
(impacted), I would be crying."

At Explore India, Ms Sharma said she
has also been fielding calls from Canadians
with visas who wonder if it is still safe to visit
India.

She said she has reassured people that,
despite any political tensions, Indians on the
ground are ready to welcome tourists from
Canada. She said she feels safe in Canada,
too, despite India issuing a travel advisory
to its nationals urging "utmost caution" when
visiting the North American country.

"We do not want the relationship between
India and Canada to spoil," Ms Sharma said.

"People come up here to build careers,
and for options and opportunities, and we
want to maintain the harmony between the
two countries."
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