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| have argued before that in advancing
its territorial claims, China uses carefully
calibrated tactics. Each move it makes may
not be threatening enough to invite a
significant military response, but several
incremental actions cumulatively lead to a
material change in the situation. Small
nibbles lead to a giant bite. We have seen
this unfold on our borders. It has been
practised with success in the South China
Sea (SCS). In earlier track-2 meetings,
Chinese interlocutors would say that they
did not claim the whole of SCS but only the
various islands and waters around them.
When asked about the nine-dash line, they
said that it was a legacy of the Guomindang
government. It will be recalled that when
Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru had pointed
out to Chinese premier Zhou Enlai that
Chinese maps were showing large chunks
of Indian territory as part of China, Zhou
explained that these were old Guomindang
maps that had not yet been revised. Sounds
familiar?
Chinese interlocutors later began to assert
that SCS were "historic waters" where China
had certain legacy rights, but did not explain
what these were. They still maintained that
China was not claiming the entire stretch of
waters as sovereign territory. Once formal
submission to this effect was made to the
United Nations, the obfuscation could no
longer stand. The process of actual
occupation, dredging and militarisation then
began in earnest and still continues. At each
step of this creeping process of occupation,
neither the Association of South East Asian
Nations (Asean) nor the United States (US)
felt threatened enough to take
countermeasures. Reversing the changed
facts on the ground will require large-scale
military action, which is not realistic.
The lesson to be drawn is that the counter
must come swiftly and at an early stage
before the map has been redrawn through
such tactics. India changed its pattern of

response to Chinese nibbling with the Doklam
operation in 2017. There is no doubt that this
came as arude surprise to the Chinese side.
The sharp and aggressive official reaction and
the flood of vituperative Chinese media
commentary reflected that. Here was a nibble
that had invited an unexpected and out-of-
character "disproportionate" response. The
impasse lasted for over two months, but was
eventually resolved. The Brazil-Russia-India-
China-South Africa (BRICS) summit hosted
by President Xi Jinping at that time was an
important reason for the resolution.

In contrast to Doklam, the operations in
eastern Ladakh were not the usual nibbling
kind, but backed by deployment of a large
number of troops and weaponry. The aim
would have been to substantially change the
alignment of the Line of Actual Control (LAC)
to China's advantage, making any Indian
effort to reverse the gain a risky and costly
affair. The skirmish at Galwan with
unprecedented loss of life may have been
unexpected and not necessarily part of the
original script. This is why the rhetoric on
the Chinese side, compared to a smaller
incident at Doklam, was much more muted
and remains so.The plan would have been to
occupy territory falling within the category of
"differing perceptions” of LAC and prevent any
Indian presence and patrols in these areas.
Another aim would have been to neutralise
any Indian advantage from improved border
infrastructure such as the Darbuk-Daulat Beg
Oldi (DBO) road and revived Advance Landing
Grounds (ALG) at DBO, Fukche, Chushul
and Demchok.

What China did not expect was that India
would not confine its response to managing
the border dispute but would extend it to
attacking Chinese commercial interests in
India and aligning itself more closely with its
Quad partners. The Indian side has upped
the ante by taking two steps, one military
and one economic - occupying the heights
in south Pangong and by permanently

Has China bitten off more

than it can chew?

banning 59 Chinese apps. Earlier, the signal
given was that these commercial actions
could be reversed if relations came back on
an even keel. The onus is now on China to
escalate both on the border, but importantly
in other dimensions of the relations. Should
China seek to push India out of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation? What about
India's membership of the Asia Infrastructure
Investment Bank or the BRICS Development
Bank? Should it lead in disbanding BRICS
which may bring it into conflict with Russia
and other members? Should it retaliate
commercially, which it has not done so far?
There have been multiple rounds of talks at
the military-to-military level, which have not
registered any progress towards
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disengagement of troops. External affairs
minister S Jaishankar acknowledged as
much in a recent statement.

The fact that both sides find continuation of talks
useful is positive, but it appears that the initiative
is no longer on China'’s side. Jaishankar has
stated quite unambiguously that other aspects
of India-China relations could not be insulated
from the disturbance to peace and tranquillity
on the border. The reaction from the Chinese
foreign ministry spokesman was to urge that
the border situation should be delinked from
other aspects of bilateral relations, knowing fulll
well that this is no longer possible. China has
miscalculated and does not know how to
extricate itself. Has it, for a change, bitten off
more than it can chew?
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Why Indian celebrities bend to State power

Long before Akshay Kumar, there was
Kishore Kumar. In 1975, soon after the
Emergency was declared, Indira Gandhi's
government was keen to get Bollywood to
push her 20-point programme and asked the
singer-actor to perform at a Youth Congress
rally. Kumar refused. In a patently vindictive
action, the then information and broadcasting
minister, VC Shukla "ordered" a ban on the
singer across All India Radio and Doordarshan.
Kumar was not alone in the film industry in
standing up to the Emergency. Others such
as Dev Anand, Manoj Kumar and Shatrughan
Sinha also refused to toe the line.

Long before the present stars of Indian cricket,
there was Bishan Singh Bedi. The legendary
left arm spinner tangled with the cricket board
authorities on several occasions, once even
being banned for a testin 1974 for protesting
against the meagre allowances given to the
players on tour. Now in his 70s, Bedi has
been a rebel without a pause - a perennial
anti-establishment figure. So where are the
Kumar and Bedi equivalents in today's world?
Why are today's film and cricketing superstars
so unwilling to stand up to any form of
executive power and instead resort to
obsequious sycophancy, the latest example
being the flood of near-identical tweets on farm
laws? Those who have never said a word on
hundreds of farmer suicides are suddenly
expressing their concern over the kisan
protests. But by being so obviously part of a
central government-organised social media
counterblast, in response to a single tweet
on farm protests by artiste Rihanna, our
iconic stars have reduced themselves to
copy-paste cheerleaders, seemingly lacking
amind of their own. In a regime paranoid about
image management, the hugely popular stars

are pawns in a perception war, remote-
controlled by an all-powerful Big State, any
defiance of which could lead to unforeseen
consequences.

It isn't as if this is entirely a post-2014
phenomenon. Controlling or at least co-opting
popular culture icons has been a favourite
pastime of every political party in power. Only
now, it is much more brazen in intent and
execution.

When the State bestows patronage on its
ideological fellow-travellers and ruthlessly
targets its critics, the temptation to follow the
leader is that much greater.

Fear of retribution is a key factor in pushing
our celebrities to toe the official line. From
opening up income tax files to lodging
enforcement directorate inquiries, State
agencies are routinely used to expose the
soft underbelly of the rich and famous. The
Rhea Chakraborty case last year is a classic
example of how untrammelled State power
can terrorise the film industry - the danger of

a knock on the door from the Narcotics Control
Bureau is omnipresent.

Moreover, itisn't just the ruling political elites
which are guilty of threat and intimidation. We
now have self-styled vigilante groups, State-
sponsored social media armies and even
some citizens who act as big bullies,
unleashing a deadly campaign of cyber abuse
and violence.The common strand that unites
these forces is their strident espousal of a
majoritarian nationalism that effectively
criminalises even the slightest expression of
dissent as anti-national. In Hollywood, stars
such as a Meryl Streep who speak truth to
power are celebrated; in India, they are
censured.

Recall when, a few years ago, actors
Shahrukh Khan and Aamir Khan were accused
of speaking out on the rising culture of
intolerance in society. The street protests
against the stars were engineered by an array
of groups aligned to the Hindutva ideology, all
aiming to question the "patriotism" of the

Khans, their surname making them
particularly vulnerable in a climate of rising

M religious bigotry. By threatening to boycott

their films and coercing sponsors to withdraw
their ads, the protesters were also
consciously targeting the financial viability of
these high-value brands. The stakes involved
in commercial cinema are just too
astronomical for most people to take a risk.
This might at least partly explain why a top
producer-director like Karan Johar had to
personally apologise to a political figure like
Raj Thackeray for the "hurt sentiments"” of the
Marathi manoos ahead of the release of one
of his films. Ironically, while most of our A-list
celebrities have chosen the path of least
resistance, it is those on the fringes of the
fame industry who are braver and bolder.
Perhaps because they feel they have less to
lose, they tend to be more courageous. Take,
for example, the growing tribe of popular stand-
up comedians. A Kunal Kamra has refused
to bend before a Supreme Court contempt
notice while many others carry on
regardless with their plucky entertainment
acts. But when a stand-up comedian like
a Munawar Faruqui is arrested and kept
in jail for a month for an act he didn't even
perform, you ask yourself - how long
before they too are reined in? As Kumar
might well have sung: Yeh kahan aa gaye
hum? (Where have we come?) Post-script:
While our film stars bend, what of our
champion cricketers who are surely less
dependent on government support? Well,
when the key official in the cricket board is
the son of the second-most powerful person
in the country, do we really expect our
cricketers to do anything else but discuss
farm laws at pre-match team meetings!

India’s small farmer finds a champion

PM Narendra Modi's speech, marked by bipartisanship, spelt
out a great vision for India and Indian agriculture

Words carry the power to
shape the future. Not many
statesmen can speak in a manner
as powerful as Prime Minister (PM)
Narendra Modi. His response to the
debate on motion of thanks on the
President's address pressed all the
right buttons with people at this
critical hour. Replete with hard
facts, and with a sprinkle of humour
and wit, his speech addressed
apprehensions related to crucial
issues such as the farm laws. His
message to the nation was clear -
this is India's moment under the
sun and we must seize every
opportunity for growth that lies

ahead of us. Itis time to re-energise
our inherent capabilities and rebuild
our nation. It would be a colossal
mistake to lose sight of the big
vision for India, and so, our
differences should not come in the
way of this vision. The most
important aspect of the PM's speech
was the elaborate explanation of the
government's aim to empower small
and marginal farmers through the
three farm laws. In all discussions
with regard to agriculture in India,
this section is often forgotten. It is
a well-known fact that, after all these
years, the Green Revolution's gains
have not trickled down to this

section. India's small farmer has
neither the ability to organise, nor
the time to devote himself to political
pursuits. Thankfully, India's small
farmer has got a powerful
spokesperson in the form of the PM.
That India's agriculture is riddled
with many challenges is not hidden
from anyone. Land holdings are
shrinking, agri-technology is
becoming obsolete, and farmers face
exploitation at the hands of
middlemen. To free the small farmer
from these shackles, the
government has combined an
innovative approach with zero
tolerance towards malpractices. PM
Modi referred to modernising the
long-standing mandis, while also
complimenting efforts by various
states towards improving agriculture
systems. The unequivocal message
- minimum support price (MSP) was
there, is there and will remain -
should answer all those who have
spread canards about MSP. After alll,

it is this government that has
increased MSP to 1.5 times the
cost of cultivation. Other initiatives,
be it neem-coated urea or the
modified crop insurance scheme,
have touched the lives of small
farmers the most. At the bedrock
of good governance is listening and
accommodating divergent views.
The National Democratic Alliance
(NDA) government has always
shown utmost empathy and
sensitivity towards the issues of the
poor and the marginalised. This is
why it initiated an unprecedented
11 rounds of talks with the farmers.
At a time when egos and
oneupmanship are rampant, it takes
a big heart to offer to put the laws
on hold for 18 months until all the
issues are addressed. PM Modi is
a leader who understands the pain
of the farmers, and every step taken
under his leadership will,
undoubtedly, be in line with their
best interests.To elaborate, as the

PM underlined, there is a need to
widen the ambit of what we see
as "improvements" in agriculture.
At the base of it, if infrastructure,
including roads, rail and air
connectivity improves, farmers will
be able to gain access to distant
and diverse markets. The
government's focus on allied
sectors such as dairy and
fisheries is aimed at generating
additional revenue for the farmers,
and giving them opportunities to
showcase their innovations.
Similarly, the PM's vision for water
in every household too has its
gains for the farmers. Today,
millions of small farmers need our
attention. They are talented and
hardworking. They do not need
doles to keep them poor.

They need support to enable them
to rise and contribute to the
welfare of India. No less a leader
than the PM speaking about them
is noteworthy.




The farm protests - in
opposition to the government's
measures and the new laws to
liberalise agricultural markets - have
continued to intensify. After the
shocking violence and vandalism on
Republic Day, farm groups went into
a huddle and it appeared that the
protests would lose momentum. But
when the Uttar Pradesh Police
sought to disperse protesters from
Ghazipur, at Delhi's borders,
Bharatiya Kisan Union leader,
Rakesh Tikait's resistance and
emotive appeal led to a renewal of
the agitation. The images of
thousands of protesters, continuing
to oppose the State for months, in a
largely non-violent manner, lend
themselves to a captivating narrative
and evoke solidarity. Even those who
believe that the farmers are wrong in
their demands or have been

maximalist during negotiations
cannot but help admire the tenacity
and determination of this mass
movement.

But when this image is coupled with
images of what can be seen as a
degree of State coercion - either
through heavy police deployment or
barricades or orders of internet
shutdowns or first information
reports against journalists or
arrests of ground-based reporters -
then the narrative of ordinary citizens
fighting for their livelihood against an
insensitive State gets enhanced
traction.This is the broad
explanation for the range of
international reactions to the farm
protests. But this response cannot
be understood in isolation.

Ever since Narendra Modi's
impressive electoral victory in 2014,
and even more so since his

resounding triumph in the 2019
elections, there has been a story that
has gained increased attention in the
West. This is the story of India's
perceived democratic backsliding. The
overwhelming tone and nature of the
international media's coverage of
contentious domestic political issues
reinforce a narrative that India is
turning back on its democratic,
secular, pluralist roots and its open
and free society is no longer as open
and as free. The under-representation
and exclusion of minorities from the
power structure of the ruling party;
instances of hate speech by
members of organisations broadly
associated with the ideological
worldview of the ruling dispensation;
and a set of laws and policies - from
the effective abrogation of Article 370
in Jammu and Kashmir and the
subsequent detention of leaders and
crackdown on connectivity to the
process to update the National
Register of Citizens in Assam, which
left out 1.9 million residents of the
state, from the enactment of the
Citizenship (Amendment) Act and the
Shaheen Bagh protests to the Delhi
riots - have all fed into this perception
that India is sliding back from its
constitutional roots. The recent

international response to the farm
protests has to be seen in this wider
context, for in itself, the agitation
may not have elicited a response
except from Sikh members of the
diaspora. The government believes
this narrative is unfair. After all, it is
through the democratic route that
the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
has come to power in two
consecutive elections. It also
believes that this international
criticism is a result of a campaign
by domestic political rivals and
activists who have been unable to
mount an effective domestic
opposition to the regime and thus
seek support from elsewhere.
Political managers in the BJP are
convinced that, in this case,
international criticism has little to do
with the farm laws or the nature of
agricultural markets or the
direction of Indian economic
reforms - but guided solely by an
attempt to undermine Modi
internationally and box the Indian
State into a corner. This narrative,
many in the government believe,
is also being encouraged by
India's geopolitical adversaries
directly or indirectly. The problem,
however, for the government is that

bal scrutiny of Indian democracy

irrespective of what it sees as the
flaws in the liberal international
narrative on India, this narrative is
becoming more entrenched. If India
were not a democracy, or if it did not
care about its image as a responsible
and rule-abiding member of the
international community, which
respected human rights internally,
this may not have mattered - after
all, there are arange of countries with
a far worse record on civil liberties
which continue to escape the same
level of scrutiny.

But for India, democracy is both a
matter of pride and a geopolitical
asset. Itis not a coincidence that all
members of the Quad are
democracies and the intent of the
framework is to contain the
belligerence of an authoritarian
dictatorship such as China or that its
democratic values give India
tremendous soft power in the region
and beyond. The fact that there is a
new administration in Washington,
which will be far more amenable to
the views of human rights groups as
well as factor in international media
coverage, adds to the challenge.
Dismissing the narrative, therefore,
is not an option. The government,
then, has a choice.

6 Lessons From A Himalayan Tragedy - by RamachandraGuha -

On Sunday, a few hours after the
news about the flash floods in
Chamoli District hit our screens, |
phoned a man who should be a
household name but sadly is not.
A leader of the Chipko movement,
a thinker of originality and insight,
a social reformer of courage and
vision, he may be both our
country's greatest environmentalist
as well as the greatest living
resident of Uttarakhand. Back in
1983, he had written a long essay
in Hindi warning against the
construction of hydel projects in the

Himalaya. He repeated these
warnings in the 1990s, and again
in the 2000s, this time in essays
published in English as well as in

Hindi. Had the politicians of
Uttarakhand, and of India, listened
to him, this tragedy in the upper
Alakananda valley may never have
occurred at all.

Now in his late 80s, Chandi Prasad
Bhatt (to give our hero his hame)
has lived all his life in the region
where the devastation took place.
He knows every village, and has
walked along every river and stream
in this part of Garhwal. | first met
him in the summer of 1981 in the
little town of Gopeshwar, just down
the road - or down the river - from

where this latest flood occurred. |
have kept in touch with him ever
since, seeking his counsel on
environmental and social subjects.
It was inevitable that, on hearing of
what had happened in his locality, |
would reach out to him for more
information.

After | got off the phone with Bhatt-
jiin Gopeshwar, | called the Nainital-
based scholar Shekhar Pathak.
Shekhar is, among other things, the
editor of the journal Pahar, and the
author of a magnificent recent
history of the Chipko movement. A
key section of this book deals with
a Chipko protest in the village of
Reni, when, with the menfolk all
away, a group of peasant women
led by Gaura Devi stopped a group
of loggers from felling a patch of
forest. That protest occurred in the
year 1974; now, 47 years later, the
little hamlet of Reni was once more
in the news, albeit for less uplifting
reasons. No one knows more about
the landscape and history of
Uttarakhand than Shekhar Pathak,
and to get a clearer sense of what
had happened, | had to talk to him
too. Inspired by years of learning
from Bhatt and Pathak, and
drawing from my own research as
well, this column suggests that

there are six key lessons that the
recent tragedy in Uttarakhand holds
forus all:

First, that Uttarakhand is particularly
prone to such dramatic and
devastating events should have come
as no surprise to anyone familiar with
the recent history of the region. The
Kedarnath floods of 2013 are still fresh
in the memory of every Indian who
watched them unfold on their TV
screens. The horrific floods in the
Bhagirathi in 1978 and in the
Alakananda in 1970 happened before
the age of satellite television; but
every Uttarakhandi knows about them
too. The region has also been prone
to serious earthquakes, as in
Uttarkashiin 1991 and in Chamoliin
1999.Second, such disasters are as
much man-made as they are acts of
nature. An unusually heavy burst of
rain, or the unpredictable behaviour of
aglacier, or even an earthquake, would
have far less damaging effects if the
natural forests had been kept intact,
if the roads had been built with more
care, if no dams had been designed
or built, if the siting of homes and
hotels had kept in mind the distinctive
ecology of the Himalaya. Because
carelessly-constructed roads and
dams lead to large amounts of debris
being dumped, hill rivers become more

violent and turbulent. Because
permissions to build hotels and
buildings are given regardless of
local needs and constraints,
hillsides become weaker and more
likely to collapse when threatened
by storms and floods. The loss of
life and livelihood that resultsis therefore
as much a consequence of such faulty
policy-making, and of corruption and
human greed, as it is of the "wrath of
nature" per se. Third, we Indians have
only one Himalaya, which is ours to
safeguard or to destroy. Beyond their
cultural resonances and their strategic
importance, these mountains are a
reservoir of great biodiversity and the
source of many major rivers. However,
in an environmental sense, they are
extremely fragile, prone to landslides,
floods, earthquakes, and more. For

all these reasons, there should be
an absolute moratorium on dam
projects in the Himalaya, and an
abandonment of the destructive
Char Dham Highway project too (for
more on the damage caused by the
latter, see this.) Fourth, even
outside the Himalaya, we need to
follow a wiser and more
environmentally-responsible pattern
of development. India's high
population densities, and the
fragility of tropical ecologies, mean
that we cannot - and must not -
mechanically imitate the energy-
intensive, capital-intensive model of
industrialization adopted in the
West. We must seek to achieve
growth and prosperity with less
resource-extractive and more
sustainable methods.




Saudi women's rights activist Loujain al-Hathloul released from prison

The prominent Saudi dissident
and women's rights activist Loujain
al-Hathloul has been released from
prison after 1,001 days in
custody.Following a concerted
campaign by her relatives and
global rights groups, Hathloul was
granted probation by a judge in

Larry Flynt Jr, the publisher of Hustler
magazine who used his pornography
empire and flair for the outrageous to
push the limits of free speech, has
died at the age of 78, the Washington
Post reported on Wednesday. The
newspaper said Flynt's brother
Jimmy had confirmed his death but
did not cite a specific cause. Flynt
suffered from a variety of health
problems since a 1978 assassination
attempt that left him paraplegic. Flynt
loved to aggravate his critics with
stunts such as wearing a diaper
made from an American flag to court
and was involved in a number of legal
battles. In the most famous, the US
supreme court ruled in favor of Flynt
in a libel battle with the evangelist
Jerry Falwell. Falwell sued for $50m
over a fake ad published in Hustler,
which depicted Falwell saying his first
sexual encounter had been with his
mother, but the supreme court
ultimately ruled the ad was a parody
and protected by free speech.In his
heyday, Flynt lived a life that could

Riyadh and released to her family
on Wednesday afternoon. Her sister
Lina published a photo of a smiling
Loujain on Twitter early evening
Riyadh time - the first image of the
most celebrated political prisoner in
the Kingdom since she was
detained almost three years ago.

have made Caligula blush. He wrote
in his autobiography that his first
sexual experience was with a
chicken and told of having sex every
four or five hours during a workday.
After he was paralyzed, Flynt had
penile implant surgery so he could
continue to have sex.

Flynt created a business with an
estimated turnover of $150m at one
point. As magazine circulation
slipped, he stayed ahead of trends
by investing in adult-oriented
television channels, a casino, film
distribution and merchandise.He
said he never objected to being
labeled a smut peddler as long as
he was considered a first
amendment crusader, too.

"Just because | publish pornography
does not mean that | am not
concerned about the social ills that
all of us are," he once told an
interviewer.

Flynt was often in legal trouble,
fighting obscenity charges or
lawsuits, and he often turned

accompanying message said.

Another sister, Alia, said in a
separate post that Hathloul was at
their parents' home in Saudi Arabia,
adding "this is the best day of my
life". Itis understood that the terms
of Hathloul's probation prevent her
from discussing her ordeal in prison.
She is banned from leaving Saudi
Arabia, and has a suspended
sentence looming if she breaks the
terms of her release.

"Loujain's years-long
imprisonment has ended, but she is
not free," said Adam Coogle, the
deputy director for the Middle East
at Human Rights Watch. "Banned
from travel and coerced into silence
by a suspended sentence hanging
over her, Loujain's ordeal remains a
flagrant miscarriage of justice."

Hathloul, 31, had been a leading
campaigner for the right for women

courtroom appearances into
spectacles. His obscene outbursts
once prompted his own lawyer to
ask a judge to have Flynt bound and
gagged.Bornin 1942, Flynt grew up
in poverty in Kentucky and Indiana
and dropped out of school after the
eighth grade. After stints in the
armed forces and at a General
Motors plant, he and his brother
opened the Hustler Club in Dayton,
Ohio, in 1968. By 1973 it had grown
to a string of strip clubs across the
state and Flynt put out a newsletter
to promote them.That newsletter
evolved into Hustler magazine, his
flagship publication, which came to
be infamous for featuring explicit
photos that made its competitor
Playboy seem mild. Virtually
nothing was off limits on Hustler's
pages and Flynt made a point of
publishing photos of women's
genitalia.At its peak, Hustler
reportedly had a circulation of 3m.
Larry Flynt Publications also put out
other porn magazines, as well as

to drive in Saudi Arabia before a
change inthe law in late 2017. Calls
for her release by her family had
been repeatedly championed by
human rights groups and foreign
governments. However, as late as
December last year she was
sentenced to five years and eight
months behind bars and accused
of pushing a foreign agenda and
using the internet to harm public
order.

The sentence dashed hopes of
an imminent release and intensified
criticism of the heir to the Saudi
throne, Crown Prince Mohammed
bin Salman, who has been the
driving force behind widespread
social changes in the Kingdom as
well as a ruthless crackdown on
dissent.

Hathloul launched hunger
strikes to protest against her
imprisonment and joined other

movies and mainstream
magazines. Flynt reveled in
controversy. He made news by
publishing pictures of a nude
Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis
sunbathing in 1975 and a cover
photo of a naked woman being fed
headfirst into a meat grinder. In
1998 he offered $1m to anyone
who could catch high-ranking US
government officials in a sex

female activists in telling Saudi
judges that she was tortured and
sexually assaulted by masked
men during interrogations.

The women say

they were caned, electrocuted
and waterboarded. Some say they
were forcibly groped and
threatened with rape. Hathloul's
parents said they noticed bruising
when they visited her in prison.

An appeals court on Tuesday
had rejected her claims of torture,
her family said.

Hathloul became a cause
célébre for leading Democrats in
the US during her imprisonment
and her case had been
championed by Joe Biden during
his presidential election
campaign. The release of the
activist is thought to at least in
part be connected to Biden's
election win.

scandal. "My competitors always

masqueraded their pornography as
art," Flynt told the Cincinnati Post.
"We never had any pretensions
about what we did ... We have
proved that barnyard humor has a
market appeal." In 1977 he was
convicted in Cincinnati of pandering
obscenity and participating in
organized crime but the verdict was
overturned.

More than LI million people could lose pandemic unemployment benefits if Congress doesn't act soon

An estimated 11.4 million workers will lose
their unemployment benefits between mid-
March and mid-April unless Congress
passes its next coronavirus relief package
in coming weeks, a new study has found.
Out-of-work Americans will start running out
of Pandemic Unemployment Assistance
and Pandemic Emergency Unemployment
Compensation benefits next month. Some
4 million people will see their benefits expire
in mid-March, while the payments of
another 7.3 million folks will lapse over the
following four weeks, according to a report
from The Century Foundation, released
Wednesday.

Democratic lawmakers began unveiling their
next relief legislation this week, advancing
President Joe Biden's $1.9 trillion proposal.
The bill calls for extending the
unemployment programs -- as well as
providing a $400 federal weekly boost to
payments -- through August 29. The
President's plan called for continuing
benefits through the end of September.The

House Ways and Means Committee is
considering the legislation on Wednesday.
Programs created by the CARES act - The
two temporary federal programs were
created in Congress' $2 trillion relief
package last March and were extended by
11 weeks in the $900 billion relief deal
passed in December. The former provides
benefits to freelancers, gig workers,
independent contracts and certain people
affected by the pandemic, while the latter
lengthens the duration of payments for
those in the traditional state unemployment
system.The December package also
provides an additional $300 a week in
federal payments through mid-March. But
because Congress and former President
Donald Trump waited until the end of the
year to act, more than $17 billion in jobless
benefits for January were delayed as states
reprogrammed the provisions into their
computer systems. "There's no reason for
Congress to wait until the last minute to
extend these critical benefits, and risk a

lapse in aid," wrote Andrew Stettner, senior
fellow at the foundation, noting that
lawmakers should act two to four weeks
ahead of the mid-March deadline to give
state unemployment agencies time to
process the new rules.The looming
expiration of benefits comes as the nation's
jobs recovery remains rocky. Only 49,000
jobs were added in January, and the US is
still down nearly 10 million jobs since before
the pandemic. The unemployment rate slid
to 6.3%, the first decline in two months.
Just over 4 million Americans have been out
of work for at least six months, making up
about 40% of the total unemployed. The
number of people employed is not projected
to return to its pre-pandemic level until
2024, according to a Congressional Budget
Office report released last week. Still, the
jobless rate in many states has declined
since spiking last spring. This means fewer
states are offering extended benefits, which
trigger on during when joblessness is high,
and is not good news for the long-term

unemployed, who often have a harder time
returning to the workforce.
Only about 734,000 workers, in just 12
states, would be able to receive state
extended benefits in April if the two federal
pandemic programs lapsed, according to
The Century Foundation. Economic
hardship continues Nearly a year into the
pandemic, many Americans are still
struggling to get by. More than 24 million
adults, or 11.2%, live in a household where
there was sometimes or often not enough
to eat over the past seven days, according
to the most recent Census Household
Pulse Survey, released Wednesday.
Also, more than 82 million adults,
or more than one-third, live in households
where it has been somewhat or very difficult
to pay for usual household expenses during
the pandemic, according to the survey, which
was taken between January 20 and February
1. And nearly 62 million adults, or about a
guarter, expect a loss in employment income
over the next four weeks.
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Israel's election

New Zealand ends lockdown
after deciding outbreak contained

The nation's largest city was put into
lockdown on Sunday after three
unexplained cases were found in the
community. It was the first lockdown in
six months in a nation which so far has
managed to successfully stamp out the
spread of the disease.

Ter

A lockdown in the New Zealand city
of Auckland will end at midnight, the
government announced Wednesday
after concluding a coronavirus outbreak
had been contained.“This is good news,”
Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern said.

The nation's largest city was put into
lockdown on Sunday after three
unexplained cases were found in the
community. It was the first lockdown in
six months in a nation which so far has
managed to successfully stamp out the
spread of the disease.

The move to end the lockdown came
as health authorities said the outbreak
had grown by three cases to six in total.
But Ardern said the additional cases
were to be expected because they

involved close contacts. Ramped-up
testing indicates the outbreak hasn't
spread far. Laboratories processed more
than 17,000 individual tests on Tuesday,
authorities said, and they also tested
wastewater samples, which came back
negative. “What this tells us is that
we don't have a widespread outbreak,
but rather a small chain of
transmission which is manageable
by our normal contact-tracing and
testing procedures,” Ardern said.The
initial cases were a mother, a father,
and their 13-year-old daughter, who
attends a local high school. Health
authorities said the three new cases
were a high school classmate, who was
a close contact of the daughter, and two

family members of the classmate.
Senior lawmakers in the Cabinet who
met Wednesday afternoon decided most
Aucklanders could go back to work and
school from Thursday, but they would
still leave some restrictions in place
until at least Monday. Genome
testing has shown the family caught
a more contagious variant first found
in Britain. The mother who caught the
disease works at a catering company
that does laundry for airlines.
Officials have been investigating
whether there is any link to infected
passengers, but so far haven't been
able to find a direct connection or
explain how the outbreak might have
begun.

sprint resembles US
presidential brawl

In Israel, the sprint to the March 23 election is striking

a notable resemblance to the American presidential brawl
in 2020. Candidates are holding virtual events or limited
in-person gatherings due to the coronavirus pandemic.
Some have signed up star US advisers who faced off
against each other during the contest between Republican
incumbent Donald Trump and the Democrat who defeated
him, President Joe Biden. As in the United States, the
Israeli race is a referendum on the divisive personality at
the top and his stewardship of a nation brutalized by Covid-
19. Many Americans saw the choice as Trump — or almost
anyone else. In Israel, the field is divided between those

who are for or against Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.
Where Trump had, “Make America Great Again,”

Netanyahu implores people to, “Come back to life."

The question of moral authority, too, is a common
theme. As president, Trump stood accused of a multitude
of wrongdoing, including sexual misconduct against more
than a dozen women (he denies all of them), questions
about his taxes and serial problems telling the truth.
Netanyahu last week pleaded not guilty to charges of
breach of trust, fraud and accepting bribes. “It's almost

verbatim,” said Alon Pinkas, Israel's former consul general

in New York. "They're both victims of a 'witch hunt,’ both
running an entire campaign about how ‘They’re out to get
me. And if they're out to get me, they're out to get you."

But there is a key difference. While Trump suffered a
solid defeat in November, Netanyahu remains Israel's most
popular politician and has a strong chance of continuing
his 12-year reign.

Biden says Chinawill face repercussions on humanrights issues

The United States will reassert its global role in speaking up for human rights, Biden said,
adding that he would work with the international community to get China to protect them.

China will pay a price for its human
rights abuses, US President Joe Biden
warned on Tuesday, responding to
gueries at a televised event on the Asian
nation's handling of Muslim minorities
in its far western region of Xinjiang.

Chinese President Xi Jinping has
drawn global criticism for holding the
minority Uighurs in internment camps
and other human rights abuses. "Well,

there will be repercussions for China
and he knows that," Biden said of Xi,
when pressed on the issue at the town
hall event televised on broadcaster CNN.
The United States will reassert its global
role in speaking up for human rights,
Biden said, adding that he would work
with the international community to get
China to protect them. "China is trying
very hard to become a world leader and

to get that moniker and be able to do
that they have to gain the confidence of
other countries,” Biden said on his first
official trip since taking office as
president in January. "As long as they
are engaged in activity that is contrary
to basic human rights, it is going to be
hard for them to do that,” he added. In
a two hour phone call with Xi this month,
Biden emphasized the US priority of

preserving a free and open Indo-Pacific
region, where the United States and
China are major strategic rivals. He also
voiced concern about Beijing’s "coercive
and unfair" trade practices and rights
issues, such as its Hong Kong
crackdown, the Xinjiang internments,
and increasingly assertive actions in
Asia, including toward Taiwan, which
China claims as its own.

US President Joe Biden suggests more police funding, no Jal for drug offenders

Asked how United States law enforcement could protect citizens in high crime neighborhoods while
training officers to police compassionately, Biden answered "By number one, not defunding the police."

President Joe Biden outlined changes
he hopes to make to criminal justice and
policing in the United States during a town
hall Tuesday night, highlighting issues that
his administration may tackle after Covid-
19 relief.Asked how United States law
enforcement could protect citizens in high
crime neighborhoods while training officers
to police compassionately, Biden answered
"By number one, not defunding the police."

Some Democrats pushed for reviews of
local police budgets after the death of
George Floyd under the knee of a police
officer last summer and diversion of funding
to social and mental health services. Biden
told the televised town hall in Milwaukee,
Wisconsin, that he would put more money
into local policing.

"We have to put more money for this to
work so we have legitimate community

policing, and we are in a situation where
we can change the legislation," he added.
On the campaign trail, Biden promised to
invest $300 million in a program that gives
grants to hire more diverse officers and
trains them to develop less adversarial
relationships with communities.He also
reiterated another campaign promise
Tuesday, ending jail sentences for drug use
alone. "No one should go to jail for a drug
offense. No one should go to jail for the
use of a drug, they should go to drug
rehabilitation," he said.

"Every cop, when they get up in the
morning and put on that shield, has a right
to expect to be able to go home to their
family that night," Biden added.
"Conversely, every kid walking across the
street wearing a hoodie is not a member of
a gang and about to knock somebody off."
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An Open Letter To The Modi Govt By Air India
Stewardess Will Shatter You To The Pieces

“Women should not be forced to accept sexual harassment as the price of admission to a
life and career in the political or professional world. They should not have to endure
unwanted touching, innuendo, and propositioning from men in positions of power.”

Correctly, Sexual
Harassment on the job is not a
problem for a virtuous women.
As the Air India
stewardess,who is a longtime
employee and a single mother
, raised her voice against years
of “torture”, of other women &
herself , who suffered
harassment at the hands of Air
India Senior Executive, and
also revealed about the
concerted effort by other senior
executives and the women’s
committee to protect him.

This letter, by the
stewardess is long and detailed
enough to set everyone’s blood
boiling and she sent it to
Suresh Prabhu, Jayant Sinha,
and PM Narendra Modi. In her
letter, she referred the senior
executive as a “Predator”, a
powerful, well-connected Air
India executive ,”equal to, if not
worse than” the sum of Harvey
Weinstein and Bill Cosby.

While narrating the sad story
, she mentioned how that man
sexually propositioned her ,
abused her, spoke of “sexual
acts” with her and other women
in stewardess presence , in the
office and even discriminated
against her & her colleague
,with the positions & privileges
,after they rejecting his
overtures and still continue to
make her life miserable @ work.
He even compelled women in
his office (including her) to join
him for drinks at various bars
and so, many of these lady
staff were forced to do the
same. She included that there
are many people who can bear
witness to all the above
mentioned abusive acts.

She further added that with
great difficulty ,she finally
mustered up courage and
complained to the company &
CMD ,last September & waited
patiently for action against him
but with no conclusion, despite
she herself was a diligent
executive and followed all
company processes .Instead
,there were false rumors
spread by the supporters of the
culprit , that she has been
prompted/used to file this
complaint . But, she has done
all this after getting frustrated
from the 6years of torture & 9
months of torturous delay &
cover-ups , and she only
followed the internal processes
as she did not want to attract
publicity /attention in the
media/Airline.

So, when no couldn’t see any
results, rather than filing an

to

forced
approach the government
officials ,against this heinous
crime of sexual harassment and

FIR, she was

gross & deliberate
discrimination by a senior
officer of India over the past few
years, since the management
of Air India has refused to deal
with the matter seriously ,and
in fact are now considering to
reward him for sexual
harassment against female
staff. The Ministry, has atleast
ensured that the Air India
women’s sexual harassment
committee heard their case.
Also, other female staff has
gone through the same pain
because of the same senior
executive ,but are scared of his
power and his connections ,that
they don’t come forward.

Sadly, the Al woman’s cell
did nothing to act on the issue
and dragged their feet on the
matter. Even the chairperson of
a sexual harassment
committee was openly
supportive of the actions of the
offender ,then what justice can
other lower ranked women ever
hope to have? It is the fact that
many Executive Directors and
reportedly even the exboard
member used all influence in
the company and political circle
to cover up the case against
him through delay and
systematic methods. This
predator officer , even has
coterie of a few Air Hostesses
,whom he brought to meet all
CMD’s & Board members to
testify how great an officer he
is and how he looks after his
women employees ,but the real
truth is a darker secret.

The ICC took over 3 months

to summon this Senior

Executive and never gave these
ladies, a chance to cross-
examine him, even they
volunteered t do so. the
committee felt no need to call
the female staff. So, simply
,they didn’'t followed any
process ,as laid down in the law
and conducted the so called a
“kangaroo Enquiry” .So, till date
, the ladies are not aware of the
status of the case nor any of
the senior officer statement
was shared with them.

If same has been the case
in any other company, the
offending officer would either
have been suspended or
transferred out but in Air India,
the executive continued to serve
in the same office through his
"Old boys Club” and the” ladies
in pain” are still forced to report
to him. The most difficult part
is that , he still use
discrimination, suppression
and oppressive policies to
pressurize the complainant .

Now, her faith in the system
has been brutally shaken ,as a
women complaining against
sexual harassment and
discrimination @ workplace is
not getting any protection in
law, nor is a fair , unbiased
enquiry provided to her..As a
33+ year old loyal employee,
she has lost all hope that the
Al bosses Club will dispense
any Woman justice.

“My hope now lies in your
office,” she tells Suresh
Prabhu, the minister for civil
aviation. “l believe in our
beloved Prime Minister’s call of
“Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao” —
and | am sure that “after
educating beti , you won't let
such a grave injustice happen
to her at the workplace.”And

then, a three-point request:
Look into this urgently, appoint
a neutral investigation
committee, and don’t let him —
“the powerful and dominating
predator” — near the women till
the enquiry ends. She also
requested for a personal
meeting with the minister to
explain her complaint and to
reveal details about the Senior
Executive and the grave

situation within their
department ,which allows
injustices, every day..

On this letter , Prabhu

tweeted,” Asked Air India’s
CMD to immediately address
this issue. If necessary, will
appoint another committee,”
So, the above given is not a
painful story of only single
women & her colleagues. But ,
sexual assault has became a
story of that every single woman
,who is working outside or even
sitting inside her home. A list
of sexual crimes, against the
woman are increasing with each
passing day. Now, even a small
child who has just opened her
eyes in the world is looked with
evil feelings by the devils!! After two
US news companies reported
allegations of sexual misconduct
against the Hollywood producer
Harvey Weinstein, a social media
movement called #MeToo swept the
Internet. Women used the hashtag
to share their own testimonies, and
encourage others to speak up.

The themes of sexual harassment
and assault have occupied a
prominent place in the national
conversation in recent months. In
Hyderabad, a Tollywood actress
stripped outside a film industry body
toprotest the casting couch. In
Delhi, a group of Jawaharlal
Nehru University students

Dr Dimpy Gupta
BDS, MBA
Relationship Manager
Indus Hospitals (Mohali,
Fatehgarh & Dera Bassi, Punjab)

accused a professor of sexual
harassment. In Unnao, a young
woman said she was gangraped
as a minor, and accused a state
lawmaker from the BJP of being
one of the rapists.And in
Kathua, an eight-year-old girl
was abducted, sedated and
brutally gangraped in an alleged
attempt to “dislodge” a local
community of Muslim nomads.

This has become mandatory
that we must listen to these
victims who have collected
courage to tell their painful
story to the world. So, we must
start conversations about
changing the culture of sexual
harassment and discrimination
in politics, state capitols, and
our larger communities with an
acknowledgment of the courage
of so many women who have
chosen to speak up and speak
out.Safe working conditions, fair
wages, protection from forced
labor, and freedom from
harassment and discrimination
— these must become standard
global operating conditions

THE SHE BOX

The Modi government
recently set up an online
complaint management system
— called the SHe-box.

This was an effort to help
women employees file
complaints about sexual
harassment at the workplace.

In February, the government
said it had received 107
complaints.

“The change we all want ,is
to see is a start-up environment
where everyone, regardless of
gender and background, feels
welcome and safe; where
sexual harassment or
discrimination will not impede
great talent from producing
great impact”
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Need a Life Partner

Need a honest , good behavior USA living
life partner for 50 years smart , slim ,
healthy and independent Indian women.
She is divorced and living independent in
NJ . No cast bar . Just serious person
contact . on Preetnama office number or
email- preetnamausa@gmail.com
Ph- +1 201-312-4180

Need a Bride

Need a bride for New York living 26 old,
hands9ome Indian Sikh boy height 6’
working with software company. Need a
beautiful USA living nice behaviour,
simple girl. no cast bar. no dowry
Contact : preetnamausa@gmail.com
contact : +1 201-312-4180
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€ 997 5-7 20& AaFws BIST €T BF JI AUIT 780- 780-932-0612, 94172~
B39t @ fagaT Fg=@T 716-5859 00545
780_'807"88631 fﬁgﬂvﬁT 3k sk sk sk sk sk sk ok sk sk sk sk ok sk sk sk sk ok sk sk sk skosk sk ki k- 3k sk 3k sk sk sk sk ok sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk k sk
* b
98555-97890 fAy 9 &, €13 30 &%, € A< fAY &34 Canada fe9
FRERR R Rk Rk 57, fIRET gd9e $3d & Student 24 A%, d € 5°-9 &Er
7 iy Ustes §1a 25 A5, 38 3ME H3dt € 3 J1 Canada P.R &34t & &3
FE5-10“ Bfre fas feg AUId 778-838-5989 feghm™ 1780-932-0612 94172-
25 893 MHt® feded StH ‘3 9872719621 00545
éiggrrnpi?Rﬁga-aﬁﬂ-ajigﬂvﬂ?; 3k sk 3k sk sk sk sk ok sk sk sk sk ok sk sk sk sk ok sk sk sk sk sk kok k- 3k sk 3k sk sk sk sk ok sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk ok sk sk ko k
Ut »ra. 7 fAdtHas 83at of A My Hadatas ffashd, ARy 24 B ae 6 e &3
&I T HUIA:780-953-6167 ©HI 27 AT®,a € 5-11 &3d BTl Canada & P.R &3aT €F
R Rk BT TR BTG BZaT €1 83 I1 &I All Family well settled in
7z Ay datur, @Hg 25 FUId 514-609-0617 Canada.

)
53 B39 It 82 T Aud A< My, ustes 619 25 7, &b +91-90200-00019
780-904-5608. 780-710- a"?s‘_lo B‘Wh’@'ﬁ% % ok % ok % ok % ok K ok Kok Kok Kok Kok Kok Kok Kk ok

b P

I3Fhs fertarre aHarst T 646-287-9887 . -
729729999999999%29999%959999%9%55%%%5) H’ua’a’ a-a- H‘a’e’ U?;I

fA'y 33t July 87 Born

E‘GT(B.Tech), H&dAd &t AF f&3twr afie a'w 5 g2 7
Fa<t It ufgeaa B3at et feg 1T 26 A™® My g1 €
UTH HTgafear € s Jat gae
3T BET ME Wt Mret
F3IT °F &3, A3t gus
AUuda-

d53T 3 Har ¥7 € FF T
Ag8'2/=axq uafie €3 wre
78 ®3d 3 <t fegrg a3
AT AgET 7 B § ufas
¥IItT &@r mArar yfgere
nINes feg well settled T
I"UET Biodata / Picture e-
mail :deepedmonton9e@
gmail.com. (whatsapp) or
Call ' 780-628-7089

sk %k ok sk kosk skook sk kosk ksk kosk sk ok sk ksk sk ok sk k
€3 y3dt 39T GHT 36 IH
de 5’-8” Y& @ I99d, I
mHdtar feg Well Seattled 3
T gE® Already Apply a3t

7589137572
7973167967

3k 3k sk sk sk sk sk 3k sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk ok sk sk sk sk k ko k
ITHETHTAT Ay g BTIT,
QHT 27 AT® TE 5 T 9
fég,BSC IT B3 BET
I&3tE Ut mrg 7T fAdtas

AUJFT:639-470-2491

%k %k %k %k %k %k k %k ok k %k ok k %k 5k k %k ok k %k %k k k

oI 29 (SI7% ) FITEt=T,

5571
carillion.ca

-1 &:bdhillon@ 25 &d3 MHt® feres =i+, ‘3
IEFTHTE BIJ BT ABSINE AS3T ME BIA BET ASSHS
srxkooocoocoocoooooos Y Tg AT fAEIAS B3dT @ st at 83T, g 27 i ae
feards 3 ufsw §Hg 28 BI JIAUTH :780-953-6167 5-10 HUId 780-782-3313

W’a"‘? 6 g“?-’w qnm?'.]. 3k sk 3k sk sk 5k sk ok sk sk sk sk ok sk sk sk sk ok sk sk sk skosk sk ko k-

Ay, fedeg St 3

AUda

3k 3k 3k 5k 3k 3k sk sk sk sk 3k 5k 5k 5k ok ok sk %k %k %k 5k ok ok ok sk sk sk ok

Jet I, ¥ 3 ®3dt ©F 83

ggeT 7 ™% yITeT HTEAR
J1 ¥ & g fEshur »ret 1T 33 A™%,5°9 A°C fA'y
Jet 71 aet A3t dus adt | ®EY U3t fEut,qE It
: 9855813008, +1 B3I € AFII TITIT™S

00971558162944
(29%t) 9915587810-
9855408663 (f&3hyr)

Jatt sikh dhanoa 27/5,7
Dentist girl in India
looking for a suitable
match doctor/engineer
boy India or abroad.
Contact 780 236 0671
India 70872 64520
kkhkkkkkkhkhkkkkkhhkkkkkhhkkkhhxx
31 year old Sikh Khatri/arora
boy 5feet6 Canadian
university graduate with
business degree and
working in medical science
field looking for a well
eduacated girl from Khatri/
arora/ramgharia family.
Please contact 780 264
9616 yoursps@yahoo.com
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