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How Rakesh Tikait Has Regained The Upper Hana For Farmers

One blunder nullifies
another blunder and the new
blunder creates a new situation.
This is how one can describe
the present game of cat-and-
mouse between the government
and farmers. There is no denying
the fact that the farmers
committed hara-kiri on Jan 26
when a section amongst them
decided to storm the Red Fort
and hoisted areligious flag there.
But the original blunder was the
decision to hold a tractor rally
within Delhi. Tillthen, the farmers'
agitation had been hailed as
peaceful, non-violent,
disciplined and Gandhian. For
almost two months, they sat on
the road and the world took note
of them. They had no reason for
theatrics to make themselves
heard or be noticed.

Their agitation had
forced the government not only
to listen to them but also to
climb down. So it was beyond
comprehension what they
wanted to prove with a tractor
march other than to showcase
their strength. Now, one can
safely say that they were
wrongly advised as their
strength was something that
had already been proven.

The decision-makers
of the movement did not realise
that it is always difficult to
control and discipline a rally.
And if a rally is on the move,
then it is even more difficult to
manage. In such rallies, it is
easy for anti-social elements
and government-linked
saboteurs to mingle in the
crowd garb of volunteers and
create mayhem at the
opportune time. This is
exactly what happened and
discredited the movement. It
is good that after the Red
Fort fiasco, the farmers
decided to cancel their march
to parliament on Feb 1
(Budget Day).

But the government
committed a blunder too. Last
night, the UP government falsely
assumed that farmers had lost
support and sympathy amongst
the public. It decided to uproot
the agitating farmers camping
at the Ghazipur border. By late
evening, it appeared that the
police would not have much

difficulty in having this camp
vacated but with an emotional
outburst, farmers'leader Rakesh
Tikait turned the tables on the
administration. His tears proved
more powerful than the might of
the UP government. His address
resonated across the entire Jat
land of western UP, which till
then had been lukewarm in
extending support to him.
Tikait, this far, has
been seen as a government
'stooge’. He was also perceived
as a loose cannon and an
irresponsible leader. He was
blamed by his own friends for
provoking farmers to move
towards the Red Fort. The high-
handedness of the UP
government turned him into a
victim from a villain and his
support swelled overnight; now,
he is a hero. The police had to
retreat. It could neither arrest
him not uproot the protestors.
Had the police waited a few
more days, Tikait would have
been reduced to a non-entity.
This blunder has altered the
whole narrative. Farmers who
were losing support, especially
in urban areas, are now gaining
sympathy. Western UP can
emerge for them as a new power
centre like Punjab and Haryana.
If the Yogi government decides
to indulge in more theatrics, it
could be counterproductive for
the BJP in "Jat land". This area
has firmly supported the BJP in

the last six years, specially after
Muzaffarnagar riots in 2013.

The UP state elections
will take place in February next
year. It is not without reason
that Akhilesh Yadav, Arvind
Kejriwal, Tejaswi Yadav, Ajit
Singh and other political
leaders have called up Rakesh
Tikait after his emotional
outburst. Now a 'Kisan
Mahapanchayat' is also taking
place in Muzaffarnagar. Let us
not forget, it was a
Mahapanchayat like this
which, after the Muzaffarnagar
riots, played a pivotal role in
the defeat of Akhilesh Yadav
and huge gains for the BJP.
This momentum was so strong
that the BJP in 2017 formed
the government in the state
after over a decade; in 2019, it
won 64 of a total of 70
parliamentary seats. Can the
BJP afford to lose its support
base in UP?

The farmers too have
to understand that they can't
hold onto their agitation for
eternity. The ecosystem at
the moment is not supportive
of any democratic
movement. Every movement
is branded anti-national and
Pak-sponsored. A section of
the media is hell bent on
supporting the government
in any movement against
it. Like the farmers'’
movement, the anti-CAA

Shaheen Bagh movement
was also branded an anti-
India protest. When
students in JNU and Jamia
were beaten up by the police
and masked persons, vast
swathes of the media, like
now, had hailed the Delhi
Police. Other democratic
institutions have also
surrendered to the executive.
In this situation, a minor
mistake can prove to be
catastrophic. Farmers'
leaders should rethink
whether to accept the
government's proposal to
suspend the three contentious
laws for 18 months, while
continuing to negotiate with the
government. This will still be
construed as victory.
By Ashutosh,
Courtesy NDTV
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Hindutva is filling in a historic vacuum of creating a
pan-Indian, centralised State. This explains the churn

The descent into anarchy on the
streets of Delhi on Republic Day, due to
the unruly protests of a set of farm unions,
has sharpened the focus on the frequent
eruption of protests in recent times. This
has spawned a sense of uncertainty and
flux. Yes, there is a churn underway, but
its reasons are far deeper than recognised.
For most of its history, India has not had
a unified pan-Indian State. There have been
few short-lived episodes of a single State
ruling most of the Indian subcontinent, but,
usually, different political entities have
ruled various parts of India. In India, 100-
150 years of a strong Centre would give
way to centuries of fragmentation, unlike
China, where centuries of a strong,
centralised State would give way to 100-
150 years of fragmentation before the rise
of another centralised State.

India has had what can be termed as low-
end States - marked by the absence of
an effective centralised salaried
bureaucracy, a salaried army, and direct
tax collection from the vast portions of the
area under their rule. Instead, these
States depended on kinship networks to
govern their territories, and on regional
satraps to provide troops and collect
taxes. This weakened State effectiveness,
and unlike the pharaohs of Egypt or
emperors of China, India's rulers could not
govern people at the grassroots.

This also meant that they lacked the
capacity to annex and govern distant
regions from the core, and preferred the
acceptance of suzerainty and tributes from
defeated rulers. The Indian tradition of

reinstating the defeated rulers or their kin
to the throne was a mere acknowledgment
of the lack of State-capacity to annex
those regions. So, whenever we had a pan-
Indian State, it was a low-end State, and
numerous autonomous regional satraps
would overthrow the central ruler sooner
than later. Another important feature of
Indian Statecraft was the influence
exercised by bodies such as the Buddhist
Sangh, merchant guilds or the Brahmin
priestly class on the polity. There were a
few attempts to create a high-end State,

but they did not last long. The 16th-
century Akbar-Todarmal reforms in
revenue administration, tax collection, and
documentation of the population was the
last attempt. It was the British who created
a unified pan-India State with an extensive
bureaucracy impacting lives even at the
village level; a census; a unified judicial
system; a central army; and the
systematic co-option and suppression of
local elites. But it, too, was a ghost empire
with only two-thirds of India under its direct
rule, and a minimalist bureaucracy

interested only in extracting revenues and
suppressing the population. The process
of consolidation accelerated greatly under
the Republic of India when, for the first-
time, the central government could
exercise direct control over the population
and assert its power. But the process also
caused resistance and backlash,
manifesting itself in the form of
secessionist movements, religious
extremism, and a form of federalism,
which often descended into a tool of
blackmail by regional elites to extract
concessions. The
Indian polity tried to
overcome this
problem by co-
opting local elites -
first, under the
Congress, as an
alliance of the urban
upper-caste elites
and zamindars from
local dominant
castes and, then, by
coalition politics. But it could never
discipline local power centres and deep
caste lobbies undermining State power.
The rise of Hindutva has disrupted the
status quo, as it represents a
centralising, though not homogenising,
force in Indian polity. The clash
between the centripetal and
centrifugal forces has been a constant
feature of Indian polity through the
millennia. One way to look at Hindutva
and its vision of a unified Indian State,
is as the modern avatar of centripetal

forces that have found an effective
vehicle in the Narendra Modi-led
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP). The march
of the BJP even in non-traditional regions
is unsettling the old arrangements and
challenging the rule of regional elites of
dominant castes. Its push for projects
such as Aadhaar, Goods and Services Tax
and National Population Register-National
Register of Citizens; attempt to assert
control over the Byzantine bureaucracy;
modernise the armed forces; and crack
down on tax-evasion promises to build on
the gains of the past two centuries and
transform India into a high-end State. This
is unprecedented and will require cutting
the aristocracy or the traditional regional
elite out of the equation.This is what is
leading to a substantial pushback, with
even allies representing regional elites
walking out and taking a hostile stand. It
is fuelling anxiety and unrest, and
manifesting itself in the forms of protests.
The most difficult challenge is the one
posed by the agrarian power centres in
the countryside. However, this time, India's
transformation might be irreversible. It is
witnessing an economic transition,
urbanisation, social change, the rise of Hindutva
and increasing support for a strong Centre -
all interlinked processes, leading to a

strong, high end, unified State.
The attempt to hoist a flag at the Red
Fort is a symbol of the battle over the

nature of the State.

Abhinav Prakash Singh is an
assistant professor, economics, Sri
Ram College of Commerce



a2
Every house a school, every parent ateacher

How COVID-19 & smart classrooms are transforming India’s education system?

Coronavirus outbreak: The
global pandemic has taken a
massive hit on all the sectors of
the economy. While it has been
slightly easier for MNCs and
professionals to adopt work from
home as the new normal and
continue business as usual, the
times have been challenging for
the education system around the
world. With disruptions
everywhere, several
concerned scholars, citizens,
politicians, and bureaucrats
support the need for
reimagining and reinventing
the education system. Hence,
comes in the smart classroom
systems.

Because of COVID-19, all major
entrance examinations are
postponed including
engineering, medical, law,
agriculture, fashion and designing
courses, etc. Some faculties and
employees may face salary cuts,
bonuses and increments also got
postponed.

- The lockdown has generated
uncertainty over the exam
cycle. May be universities may
face impact in terms of a
slowdown in student internships
and placements, lower fee
collection that can create hurdles
in managing the working capital.
- Student counselling
operations are also affected.

- Several institutions paused
faculty hiring plans for existing
vacancies which in turn affect
guality and excellence.

- Structure of schooling and
learning includes teaching and
assessment methodologies and
due to closure, it will be affected.
- Low-income private and
government school may not be
able to adopt online teaching
methods. And as aresult, there
will be completely shut down
due to no access to e-learning
solutions. In addition to the
opportunities for learning,
students will also miss their
meals and may result in
economic and social stress.

- Higher education : Various
students from India took
admissions in abroad like the US,

UK, Australia, China etc. And
these countries are badly affected
due to COVID-19. There is a
possibility that students will not
take admissions there in future
and if the situation persists, in the
long run then there will be a
decline in the demand for
international higher education
also.

-Another major concern is
employment. Students those
have completed their graduation
may have fear in their minds of

withdrawal of job offers from
the corporate sector due to the
current situation.

So, The adoption of smart
classroom systems by schools
is transforming the traditional
education system. The sudden
switch is not only limited to
private schools but even a
number of government schools
have started running smart
classes. Though the crisis is
devastating, it is making our
schools and even colleges,
technologically advanced. No
doubt, students and teachers
have had to make bigger
adjustments as learning has
always been in classrooms.
Moreover, many of them are not
well equipped with technology
tools to avail of remote learning.
Use of technology in education
is one of those methods that
will help improve the quality
of education in India. It is also
altering the way education is
provided in India. With the
current pandemic, the
opportunities to improve
infrastructure across the K12 and
higher education sectors has
risen. Private schools had
already gotten onto the
bandwagon of e-learning, smart
classrooms and some even
making tabs mandatory right from
pre-primary education. Now,
considering the lock-down
situation, one can imagine that a
lot of EdTech companies will see
and perhaps seize the
opportunity to fill the gap that
may exist in bringing more
schools on to the digital platform
A key aspect of coping with
Covid-19 is to ensure that the
learning remains a continuous
process virtually. Connecting
students and teachers through
digital platforms and
necessary software through
the use of laptop or phones is
the latest transition in
education trying to eradicate
the physical need of teachers
or classrooms. This is an ideal
time to accept technology and its
latest offerings in order to make
education delivery to students
more efficient and make it more
productive through online learning
and assessments'

Digital Transformation of
Education System

Due to the accelerated adoption
of digital technology triggered by
the lockdown, educational
institutes, business houses, data
management methods and online
education solutions have been
forced to work in tandem. Many
educational institutes are
considering this as an ideal time

to experiment and deploy new
technology to make education
delivery possible and meaningful.
In a move to not let the crisis
hamper the curriculum, digital
transformation has become a
new norm with educational
institutes across the country.
Many are leveraging it as a
chance to be more productive and
efficient while developing
innovative and improved
professional skills through online
learning and assessment.

The adoption of technology in
education has led to an
unprecedented transformation
from teacher-centric education
towards student-centric
education. Virtual classrooms
and various online tools are
helping to continue and enhance
the engagement between the
teacher and students as close to
the classroom type experience.
Going forward, smart
classrooms are making
everything possible from
teachers and parent meetings
to staff/management
meetings, providing the
necessary interactivity.

Virtual classrooms and various
online tools today allow us to
make the engagement between
the teacher and students as
close to a real, in-classroom like
experience, as possible.
Technology-based education
makes the education system
more transparent and equal.
Digital education needs a
balanced coordination between
course content, educationists,
technology and course-takers
and it can only be successfully
implemented with the availability
of basic amenities like internet
connectivity, availability and
affordability of online systems,
PCs, laptops, software, etc.
Nonetheless, we can’t deny the
fact that here in such extreme
situations, COVID-19 has only
accelerated the adoption of
technology to make quality
education accessible to
everyone.

Pros of online learning:
Reduced costs: Online
education can be a good cost
saver as most of the reading or
reference materials is quite
accessible online.

Multiple learning
options: Online education is
highly interactive. The ways in
which children can be taught
virtually is limitless With use of
virtual tools like graphics/ videos
Builds confidence in achild: A
typical Indian classroom involves
about 70-80 students. It is
difficult for children who are shy

to raise their hands and clarify
their doubts. Online classes can
provide a certain level of
anonymity, where the child may
not be so scared of talking to the
teacher from behind a computer
screen. This boost of confidence
will help them perform better and
encourage them to participate
more in the classroom activities.
Interactive session: Online
classes, which are interactive in
nature, would garner more
attention and interest from
students.

Cons of online learning
Online learning is not without its
disadvantages though, some
disadvantages of online are:

Not easily accessible: In a
country like ours where a large
portion of the population still
struggles with poverty, using
technology as a method to
educate children will not be easy.
Many people do not have access
to required devices and internet
connection, especially in
villages.

Less personal: Online learning
reduces the personal interaction
between students and teachers
and this increases the
communication gap between
them. In addition, many a times
online classes are interrupted due
to technical glitches due to poor
internet connection.

Difficulty in adapting: Even
though many schools have
announced that they will be
providing online classes to
students, the teachers however
are just not prepared. They have
to familiarize themselves with the
technology; this will be difficult
especially for older teachers who
have never used platforms like
Zoom or Microsoft teams.
Excess exposure to screen
time: Online classes can lead to
increased exposure to screens for
children, which can affect
adversely. It is however important
to remember that to tackle the
present situation, online learning
needs to be given a chance.
However, there are certain
measures parents can opt to
ensure kids do not overdo it.
Government Intervention

In response to the challenge of
colleges and schools being shut,
central government, state
governments and private players
have come up with various initiatives
to support and benefit the students.
Ever since the lockdown started,
the government has taken
numerous measures to ensure
that the impact of the crisis on
education is the least. To help
students continue their learning
during the pandemic, various e-
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learning portals and apps have been
launched by the government and
education bodies such as DIKSHA
portal, e-Pathshala, Swayam,
STEM based games, etc.
Summing It All Up

The online assessment platforms or
ed tech companies are continuously
striving to improve their products.
Much has been planned and
implemented and more improvement
is underway.

The tremendous use of technology
in teaching amidst crisis will lead to
a new era in the education sector
wherein the best of faculty will be
available from across the globe to
students. Quality of faculty,
quality of IT infrastructure and
familiarization of the faculty with
digital teaching technologies are
important parameters foreseen
in the future. There is no doubt that
the crisis has accelerated the
adoption of technologies to deliver
education and will help strengthen
the country’s digital learning
infrastructure in the long run.

The impact of COVID-19 will remain for
years, if not longer. The new normal
will be that significantly larger
numbers of students will attend
classes from home. While this trend
was already on the uptick, it will receive
amassive impetus because of COVID-
19. The great thing is that India is
well prepared to teach lakhs of
students at home. The country has
one of the world’s most extensive 4G
networks on the planet. In virtually every
part of the country, there is 4G
connectivity. Even more impressive is
the factthat data is very affordable. Over
such robust networks, classes can be
streamed with ease. Students who learn
in virtual classrooms will find that their
learning experience is as good as or
maybe even better than that of
students who sit in classes. The
hugely transformative power of virtual
classrooms is their ability to bring an
endless number of courses to students’
doorsteps. Astudent living in the interior
of the country can master a course on
Al or big data without paying a
considerable fee.




e Ls =

,

[ 8
» 74N
‘\

03 8d=dl, 2021 3 09 gd=al 2021

Health,
Fithess

f

Eergy drinks may harm your heart

Consuming too many energy drinks in ashort timespan may increase blood

pressure and disrupt heart rhythm, a study has found.

Researchers also found a statistically significant
increase in systolic and diastolic blood pressure in
participants who consumed the energy drinks.
Consuming too many energy drinks in a short timespan
may increase blood pressure and disrupt heart rhythm,
a study has found.

For the study, published in the Journal of the
American Heart Association, enrolled 34 healthy
volunteers between the ages of 18 and 40 years.
Participants were randomly assigned to drink 32
ounces of one of two commercially available caffeinated
energy drinks or a placebo drink on three separate
days. The drinks were consumed within a 60-minute
period but no faster than one 16-ounce bottle in 30
minutes.

Researchers at the University of the Pacific in
the US measured the electrical activity of the
volunteers'’ hearts by electrocardiogram, which records
the way a heart is beating. They also recorded the
participant’s blood pressure. All measurements were
taken at the study’s start and every 30 minutes for
four hours after drink consumption. Both energy
beverages tested contained 304 to 320 milligrams of
caffeine per 32 fluid ounces. Caffeine at doses under
400 milligrams is not expected to induce any
electrocardiographic changes. Other common
ingredients in the energy drinks in the study included
taurine (an amino acid), glucuronolactone (found in
plants and connective tissues) and B-vitamins. The
placebo drink contained carbonated water, lime juice
and cherry flavouring. In participants who consumed
either type of energy drink, researchers found that the
QT interval was six milliseconds or 7.7 milliseconds
higher at four hours compared to placebo drinkers. The

QT interval is a measurement of
the time it takes ventricles in

the heart (the Ilower
chambers) to prepare to
generate a beat

again. If this time interval is either too short or too
long, it can cause the heart to beat abnormally. The
resulting arrhythmia can be life-threatening.

The results of the study confirm previous findings and
suggest that the QT interval changes are generally
sustained over the four-hour monitoring period rather
than being a short-lasting effect after consuming 32-
ounces of an energy drink. Researchers also found a
statistically significant increase in systolic and
diastolic blood pressure in participants who
consumed the energy drinks. “We found an
association between consuming energy drinks and
changes in QT intervals and blood pressure that
cannot be attributed to caffeine,” said Sachin A
Shah, a professor at University of the Pacific. “We
urgently need to investigate the particular
ingredient or combination of ingredients in different
types of energy drinks that might explain the
findings seen in our clinical trial,” said Shah.

Weak upper body strength in

women associated with anxiety

This latest study of more than 1,100 women aged 45
to 69 years found that 15% of participants, reported
depression and or anxiety.

Washington D.C.: Weak upper and lower body fithess can cause
serious depression and anxiety in midlife women, a recent study
suggests. Although several studies have previously linked depression
in midlife women with self-reported low physical activity, this new study
evaluates objective measures of physical performance in relation to
depression and anxiety in premenopausal, perimenopausal, and
postmenopausal women. This latest study of more than 1,100 women
aged 45 to 69 years found, in fact, that 15% of participants, especially
those of younger age, reported depression and or anxiety.

Findings were published in the Journal of the North American
Menopause Society.Because depression can cause disability, reduced
quality of life, mortality, and heart disease, researchers felt it was
important to identify potentially modifiable risk factors that could reduce
morbidity and mortality. The study observed significant associations
of objective physical performance measures with depression and
anxiety. Specifically, they found that weak upper body strength (handgrip
strength) and poor lower body strength (longer duration to complete
the repeated chair stand test) were associated with elevated depression
and/or anxiety symptoms.

Cellmigrationmechanisms leads to breast cancer spreading to bones

A recent study examined the mechanisms of cell migration which further states

how breast cancer cells generat

biomechanical

e and later settle into the bones.

and biophysical mobility of the cancer cells and found

Washington DC: A recent stud
examined the mechanisms of cell
migration which further states how
breast cancer cells generate and later
settle into the bones.

The study was published in the journal,
‘ Scientific Reports’. Jing Liu, one of
the researchers believed that by
examining the cancer cells through

biophysics, it will be clear how cancer
cells generate enough force to move
from the primary tumour site through
the body.

“From a physics point of view, all the
cell migration is driven by force,” Liu
said.

“We really want to discover the force
architecture of a cell and deliver the

explanations toward cellular activities.
The major focus of our lab is developing
imaging methods to physically interpret
cancer biology.” “We are working with
mathematicians and engineers to
develop a mathematical model and
physical model of the cell migration,”
he added. A Forster Resonance Energy
Transfer-based tension, or FRET, the
sensor was used to monitor the force
dynamics during cell movement. The
sensor, equipped with FRET molecules,
acts like a spring to measure the tiny
amount of force that is generated by
the cancer cell through focal adhesion
and that drives the cell to move. As the
cancer cell moves, the spring expands;
researchers measure the force by
monitoring the change of FRET
interactions.

Researchers monitored the

that when a cancer cell gets very close
to a bone cell, it exhibits low tensions
and slow mobility. The researchers hope
this finding might lead to clues for how
to control — and eventually, stop — cell
migration.”This gives us a more precise
measurement of how fast the cell is
moving and where the cell will go to,”
Liu said. He further went on to say,
“The basic idea is to use imaging as
a method to see some of the
physical parameters in cancer
biology. Instead of only being able
to look at millions of cells at time,
technology has enabled us to
examine a single cell. When the
system is going smaller and smaller,
the physical parameters inside the
biological system become more and
more useful and more and more
important.”




This year’s budget revealed the mindset
of a confident and unapologetic India. In
this newspaper, on January 22, | had argued
for the need for developing economies such
as India to view themselves as “project
finance” economies and not “working
capital” economies of the developed West.
While a developed economy has good
infrastructure, near full employment and
high per capita income so that it has the
revenue base to meet its expenditures, a
country with low per capita income, high
disguised unemployment and poor
infrastructure needs to borrow to meet its
required expenditures.Project finance
economies need to build the infrastructure
lacking in their nations so that they can
increase the productivity of their
economies. Sustainable growth in Gross
Domestic Product (GDP) cannot be
achieved without plugging the gap in hard
and soft infrastructure. What is important
is to ensure that the borrowing is well-
directed and spent on the right things. Itis
in this context that | applaud this year’s
budget.

Finance Minister (FM) Nirmala
Sitharaman was not coy in signalling to
the world her intent to spend to grow out of
the pandemic. She was not cowed down
by the constraining orthodoxy of neo-
classical economic thinking that inhibited
action in the past. The budget was bold
and unafraid in a crisis year. It combined
pragmatism in some areas, with a bold
attack on the traditional holy cows of old
and did not fall prey to ineffective
symbolism and needless populist tinkering.

Sitharaman broke with the constraint

Tens of thousands of farmers drove
a convoy of tractors into the Indian
capital as the nation celebrated
Republic Day on Tuesday in the
backdrop of agricultural protests
that have grown into a rebellion and
rattled the government.

The capital's roads were swarmed
by rows upon rows of tractors
bearing flags of India and farm
unions. Farmers, wearing
distinctive colorful turbans, shouted
slogans against Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and what they call
his "black laws." Thousands more
marched on foot while dancing and
singing, and at one place they were
showered with flower petals by
residents, some of whom recorded
the unprecedented rally on their

to knock down

imposed by the Fiscal Responsibility and
Budget Management Act. It transparently
accounted for expenditures and openly
stated the true deficit this year at 9.5% and
targeted a deficit of 6.8% next year. She was
clear that critical spending on infrastructure,
health and education could not be delayed if
India was to recover its old growth path.
Revenue expenditures and some subsidy
allocations were reduced, but capital
expenditure was sharply increased. All this
was done without tinkering with direct taxes
and only some minor adjustments in tariffs
and indirect taxes. Policy signalled
consistency and an attempt was made at
reducing tax harassment by reducing the
time frame within which tax cases could be
taken up and tried.

The outlay for hard infrastructure was
increased to ?5.54 lakh crore from ?4.39
crore spent this year. The allocation was
spread on roads, rail, urban infrastructure,

ports, shipping, waterways, and airports.
Another important area which continued to
attract focus was water ( ?2,87,000 crore
allocation over five years) — a key
requirement for the population, a basic
human need which brings important side
benefits in respect of health and hygiene.
State power distribution companies were, at
the same time, asked to get ready for
competition to shake up this vital sector.

The pandemic had put a focus on India’s
crumbling health care system. The finance
minister increased allocation for health care
to ?22,3846 crore as against 794,452 crore
this year, a 137% increase, with 235,000
crore of that amount earmarked for vaccines.
The signal here is very important but we all
recognise this to be a multi-year journey.
Perhaps some more could have been done
for education and skilling, but one hopes it
is recognised as a critical area for coming
budgets.

|
barricades.

The protests were set off by new

Delhi in November but were stopped

The measures for the financial sector
were long-overdue. The finance minister
announced the reversal of the policy on
development finance institutions by setting
aside ?20,000 crore to establish one to
supplement the needs of India's
infrastructure. She also announced the
setting up of a bad bank to facilitate the
resolution of bad loans and cleaning up of
bank balance sheets to spur credit growth
in the economy.

But the announcement of privatisation,
yes privatisation, of two public sector banks
in addition to IDBI Bank, one general insurer,
the listing of Life Insurance Company and
allowing 74% foreign investment in
insurance, were pathbreaking. To raise
resources for these expenditures, the
government wants aggressive disinvestment
and asset monetisation. In addition to
providing resources, these actions increase
the efficiency of the sectors and signal a
return to the maxim of maximum governance
minimum government.

My two concerns on the budget relate to
implementation. First, we must ensure the
divestment targets are met unlike in the past.
Divestment is always political, complicated
but vital. Second, the government should
earmark a certain minimum spending on soft
infrastructure and target outcome goals it
monitors and share these with the nation in
Parliament. Outcomes in health and
education are as important as sharing the
fiscal deficit figure. The government should
focus on the level of monitoring required —
a monthly FM-led review and a quarterly
prime minister-led review — to ensure the
programme stays on track.

farmers insist they will settle for
nothing less than a complete
repeal. They plan a march by foot
to the Indian Parliament on Feb. 1,
when the country's new budget will
be presented.

The tractor rally overshadowed the
Republic Day celebrations in New
Delhi even as the annual military
parade was scaled down because
of the coronavirus pandemic.

A thin crowd assembled beside the
ceremonial Rajpath boulevard in
New Delhi to watch a display of the
country's military power and cultural
diversity. People wore masks and
adhered to social distancing as
police and military battalions
marched along the parade route.
Several states displayed their floats

phones.

We want to show Modi our
strength," said Satpal Singh, a
farmer who marched into the capital
on a tractor along with his family of
five. "We will not surrender."
Police in riot gear used tear gas
and water cannon at two places to
push back the protesters who tried

Authorities also parked large trucks
to barricade multiple routes so that
farmers don't march to the interiors
of the capital.

The farmer leaders said more than
10,000 tractors were to march
through the capital for the rally and
thousands of volunteers would try to
help the police in keeping order.

agricultural laws Parliament passed
in September. Modi's government
insists the laws will benefit farmers
and boost production through private

investment, but farmers fear
cartelization and commercialization
of agriculture will devastate their
earnings.

Farmers first tried to march to New

by police. Since then, unfazed by
overnight chilly winter temperatures
they have hunkered down with food
and fuel supplies and threatened to
besiege the capital until the farm
laws are repealed.

The government has offered to amend
the laws and suspend their
implementation for 18 months. But

to present their culture and the
army showcased its latest
equipment during the parade.
Republic Day marks the anniversary
of the adoption of the country's
constitution on Jan. 26, 1950.
Farmers are the latest group to
upset Modi's image of imperturbable
dominance in Indian politics.



The farmers tractor rally on
Republic Day took a violent turn as
a large section of protesters deviated
from the determined route. What fol-
lowed was chaos, clashes and com-
plete anarchy as protesters crossed
the Red Fort line. Here is how Indian
newspapers looked at the unprec-
edented siege:

The farmers' tractor rally in New Delhi
on Republic Day turned violent after
a section of protesters broke through
police barricades and entered parts
of the national capital not permitted
for their protest. Clashes broke out
between protesters and police in
many places and several people were
injured; vandalism was also reported.
The police teams deployed across
Delhi fired teargas shells and
lathicharged protesters to disperse
them. Despite the police action, a

lence, while another story was about
how Deep Sidhu, a Punjabi actor,
and others seized the stage at
Singhu border night before the trac-
tor rally.

“Dark Day For The Republic” was the
headline on the front page of national
daily Hindustan Times. The lead
story was accompanied by pictures
of dissenting protestors at Red Fort,
ITO and other parts where violence
broke out. The front-page story men-
tioned details about the “deadly
charge” of tractors at the ITO be-
sides the clashes between protest-
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ers and police at the Red Fort. An-
other headline on the front page
read: “Union leaders make appeal,
divert blame after anarchy reigns”.
Another story was about how the
police were caught off guard and that
the violators will be
punished.Protesting farmers breach
Red Fort” was the front-page head-
line on the Deccan Chronicle news-
paper. The main story highlighted
how farmers deviated from the de-
termined route of the rally besides
mentioning the clashes between po-
lice and protesters. It said, “India’s
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72nd Republic Day was scarred by
violence that erupted on the streets
of Delhi as a large section of the pro-
testing farmers who were partici-
pating in the tractor rally devi-
ated from the route, broke barri-
cades, clashed with the police
and stormed the historic Red
Fort where they hosted the Sikh
flag Nishan Sahib.” Another
headline on the front page was
about how more central forces
have been called in after
yesterday’'s unprecedented
chaos. “Farmer killed, Red Fort
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breached” was the front-page
headline on The Telegraph news-
paper.

Another headline read: “They Didn’t
Start The Fire”. The main article de-
scribed the chaos that was wit-
nessed at the iconic Red Fort on
Tuesday, besides mentioning how
the clashes erupted after a section
of protesting farmers deviated from
the determined route of the tractor
rally. The story also mentioned de-
tails of the violence witnessed in ITO
and Red Fort, Karnal Bypass,
Akshardham and Nangloi.

World Wetlands Day

section of the protestors stormed the <=

Red Fort to unfurl the Nishan Sahib
flag. One protester died and many
others were injured including police-
men. It may be noted that the farm
leaders who have been leading the
agitation against the Centre’s farm
laws for two months on the outskirts
of Delhi distanced themselves from
yesterday’s violence. Here is how
newspapers in India looked at the
siege of Red Fort:

The Indian Express

“Farm protesters cross Red Fort
Line” was the headline on the front
page of the national daily The Indian
Express. The newspaper covered
yesterday’s events extensively, with
multiple headlines about how the Red
Fort was secured after it descended
into complete chaos. Another story
on the front page said that the farm
leaders have condemned the vio-

‘World Wetlands Day’ is the
day contributed to the love and
protection of environment.
Environment lovers celebrate
this day in the commemoration
of the day of convention of
environmentalists in Iranian
city Ramsar in 1971. From
1997 onwards February 2 is
celebrated as ‘World Wetlands
Day’ every year. We know
wetlands are the land areas
covered with water
permanently or seasonal where
plant life and other organisms

flourish. These wetlands may
be natural or man- made;
natural wetlands are lakes,
marshes, ponds etc.; man-
made are rice-paddies, fish
ponds etc. These lands are
important not only for the
health of these places in itself
but also for the health of the
environment as a whole. The
ecological problems created
by overpopulation and
unplanned construction in the
name of development are
posing a great threat to the

existence organisms
Wetlands are considered as
natural ‘filters and conservers’
of life. The wetlands are the
source of fresh water and also
solve the food problem with
fish production. Moreover,
these places save the
humanity from the danger of
flood by absorbing water like a
sponge and play a vital role in
climate regulation ensuring
survival of mankind.

Wetlands also hold the
attention of visitors with
colourful life. Now no need to
say why this day is
celebrated? This day is
celebrated with full vigour and
energy every year with a new
theme. The theme of this day
falling on 2 Feb 2021 is
‘Wetlands and Water’. As there
is no survival possible without
water so there is urgent need
to raise awareness among

masses about water crisis.
These lands are a great source
of naturally filtered fresh water.
If we timely feel the pulse of
the upcoming danger to the
environment and all living
species then we all will
contribute to save these
wetlands. To make each and
every person a part of this
campaign various programmes
are conducted in schools and
other institutions.

But without reflective
thinking and positive
contribution this would prove
meaningless. Through these
lines | appeal everyone to pay
heed to the call of ‘mother-
nature’ to save her from
exploitation and do something
to protect biodiversity so that
this planet must be the natural
habitat of all living beings.

Saroj Rani ,
Lecturer DIET AHMEDPUR (MANSA)
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Need a honest

NJ .
contact .

Need a Life Partner

, good behavior USA living
life partner for 50 years smart ,
healthy and independent Indian women.

She is divorced and living independent in
Just serious person
on Preetnama office number or
email- preetnamausa@gmail.com
Ph- +1 201-312-4180

No cast bar .

slim

Contact :

Need a Bride

Need a bride for New York living 26 old,
hands9ome Indian Sikh boy height 6’
working with software company. Need a
beautiful USA living nice behaviour,
simple girl. no cast bar. no dowry

preetnamausa@gmail.com
contact :

+1 201-312-4180
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Contact 780 236 0671
India 70872 64520
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31 year old Sikh Khatri/arora
boy 5feet6 Canadian
university graduate with
business degree and
working in medical science
field looking for a well
eduacated girl from Khatri/
arora/ramgharia family.
Please contact 780 264
9616 yoursps@yahoo.com
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No body have time to watch Tv advertisement

No body have time to read Physical newspapers

It's social time. DREETNAMA
Online news, advertisement, Lﬁw

promotion anytime anywhere. &'\ &
Doesn't matter where are you.. 4q" Ay

Preetnama provide you your business promotion online worldwide on all social sites even TikTok .

Promote your business with TalkShow
We gave social stage to show yourseli and your business.

Business Persons, Doctor, Advocates, VISA, Tour Travel,

Actor, Singers, writers come Join or TalkShow and
Advertisement with us on national & International based.

Search Just Preetnama

o Youtuhe O need to go anywhere, 4

3 Facehook  Ustleave message on
v Twitter WhatsApp or email us. §=

@ Instagram "€ will call you back.

[ Linkedin  (ontactus immediately
TikTok Pritpal Ka)

www.preetnama.com
www.preetnews.com _

Phone- +1 201-312-4180

Email- preethnamausa@gmail.com



