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and the pitfalls

While CAQM is welcome, it alone cannot clean the air. Its success will depend on how it tackles different interest
groups; outlines a time-bound commitment to achieving the set standards; ensures adequate personnel and funds for
pollution control bodies, and stricter monitoring systems. All of this will require tremendous political will and support.

Last week, the Centre issued new anti-pollution agency to tional Capital Region area. The
an ordinance to put in place a tackle the crisis in the Delhi-Na- Commission for Air Quality Man-

The Hindu factor In
The US presidential polls

Many in the community believe it's a good thing for them to identify themselves as
Hindus, as long as it does not assume exclusionary overtones. But irrespective of how
it plays out, the arrival of the Hindu card in American politics merits note back home.

Kamala Harris, the
Democratic nominee for vice-
president, was depicted as Durga in
avisual tweeted by a relative on the
first day of Navratri. Democratic
presidential candidate Joe Biden's
face was superimposed on lion's,
with a snarl; and President Donald
Trump was shown as Mahishasura,
laying at their feet with a trishul to
his throat.

It was pulled down without any
explanation, but not before it had
marked a milestone in the growing
currency of the Hindu card in
United States (US) electoral
politics. A day before, Biden and
Harris had tweeted Navratri
greetings, and there were greetings
before that on Ganesh Chaturthi
and Mahalaya. Together, these
messages marked quite a
departure from norm for a country
whose politicians were still getting
used to Diwali. The Biden
campaign has fostered, for
instance, a group of supporters
and surrogates that calls itself
Hindu-Americans for Biden. Raja
Krishnamoorthi, the two-term
Congressman from lllinois state,
headlined its launch in September,
saying there were two million
Hindus in the country who could
play a vital role in the battleground
states that will determine the 2020
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election. Possibly, but not all of
whom could vote; there are only
an estimated 1.9 million (1.8
million, by another count) eligible
Indian- American voters and not all
of them are Hindus. Among
modern-day American politicians
at the national level, President
Donald Trump was the first to
openly play the Hindu card when,
as a candidate for the White House
in 2016, he said, addressing Indian
Americans at an election rally,
"We love the Hindus, we love India"
and "l am a big fan of Hindu, and |
am a big fan of India". He also
promised that the Indian and Hindu
community will have a "true friend"
in the White House if he was
elected. Trump won, of course, but
it remains unclear if the Hindu card

played any role. Only 16% of Indian
Americans - Hindus comprise a
large chunk of them, but not all -
had said (in an AAPI Data survey
2016) that they had voted for him
in a post-election survey of the
community; 77% had voted for
Hillary Clinton. But the Hindu card
had debuted. Some Indian
Americans consider the Howdy
Modi rally in Houston as the second
defining factor. But from Trump's
perspective, it was not so much a
play for Hindus as Indian-American
voters; he never once uttered the
word Hindus. A far more important
and significant outreach, and an
unintended one, was perhaps
Trump's silence on the change of
the constitutional status of Kashmir
and the Citizenship (Amendment)
Act, which cut closer to the bone
for many Hindu-Americans (as also
Indian Americans) who saw it as a
sovereignty issue for India. Even
those who supported Biden
pressed the nominee and the
campaign to match the position.
Many in the community believe it's
a good thing for them to identify
themselves as Hindus, as long as
it does not assume exclusionary
overtones. But irrespective of how it
plays out, the arrival of the Hindu
card in American politics merits note
back home.

agement (CAQM) will have the
power to formulate rules, set
emission standards and impose
fines up to ?1 crore or send vio-
lators to prison for up to five
years. CAQM will have members
from the Centre, Delhi, Haryana,
Punjab, Uttar Pradesh and
Rajasthan, and non-governmen-
tal organisations. By setting up
CAQM, the Centre has acknowl-
edged that air pollution is indeed
a major challenge; it has health,
economic and political implica-
tions; and the problem of multi-
plicity of authorities was a key
reason why it could not be tack-
led effectively.

Many have raised questions
— rightly so — about the way the
ordinance was passed with no
consultation, and the possible
overriding powers the Centre may

have; whether a top-down imple-
mentation approach (without
third-party monitoring and citi-
zen-driven enforcement) will work;
and the lack of a time-bound
commitment to clean the air. The
Centre could also have come up
with the framework before this
year’s pollution season began
rather than wait for judicial prod-
ding.

While CAQM is welcome, it
alone cannot clean the air. Its
success will depend on how it
tackles different interest groups;
outlines a time-bound commit-
ment to achieving the set stan-
dards; ensures adequate person-
nel and funds for pollution con-
trol bodies, and stricter monitor-
ing systems. All of this will re-
quire tremendous political will
and support.

Two Indian-Americans Among Joe
Biden's Core Advisors: Report

New York: Two prominent
Indian-Americans are among
Democratic Presidential
nominee Joe Biden's "core
advisers" who have been
guiding him on issues ranging
from the coronavirus
pandemic, economic recovery
to foreign policy and climate
change, a media report said.
Biden, "plotting an ambitious
presidency that would begin
amid twin health and
economic crises, is leaning on
veteran advisers with high-
level governmental
rather than

experience
outsiders and ideological
rivals to help guide him on

subjects including the
coronavirus pandemic and
the country's diminished
standing in the world," a
report in The New York Times
said.

Among those advising him on
the pandemic are Dr Vivek
Murthy, former US Surgeon
General who was appointed
by President Barack Obama
and Harvard economist Raj
Chetty is among those who
have briefed Biden on
economic issues, the report
said.

Murthy and former head of
the Food and Drug
Administration David Kessler
were among those present on

a conference call convened
by the Biden campaign when
it learned that two people
who had travelled with
Senator Kamala Harris had
tested positive for the
coronavirus. "Biden has
spoken often of his
briefings with experts, and
Dr Murthy and Dr Kessler
have been two of the most
prominent medical figures
whose counsel Biden has
sought during the public
health crisis," the NYT
report said. The NYT report
quoted Kessler as saying
that in the early days of the
pandemic, he and Murthy
would brief Biden "every day,
or four times a week.""We
would send in 80- to 90-page
documents, take him through
the epidemic from
epidemiology, therapeutics,
vaccines, testing. Staff would
join, originally by phone but
they soon shifted to Zoom,"
Kessler said, according to the
NYT report. "The docs," as
Biden calls Kessler and
Murthy, also "pore over
research and data on the
virus and consult with
modelers, vaccinologists and
other experts so they can
provide Biden with
projections about the coming
months."
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As Barack Obama ended
his 75th day as President
of the United States, the
engines of a massive North
Korean rocket roared to life
half a world away --
sparking one of the first
major international crises of
his administration.
Pyongyang's first missile
test during Donald Trump's
presidency came even
sooner. On his 23rd day in
office, as he and Japanese
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe
sat down for dinner on the
terrace of the US
President's opulent Florida
club, Mar-a-Lago, North
Korean leader Kim Jong Un
oversaw the successful
test launch of a solid-fueled
ballistic missile.

So if former Vice President
Joseph Biden were to
unseat Trump in the
November 3 presidential
election, would North Korea
again conduct some sort of
provocation in a new
administration's early
days?

When it comes to divining
North Korea's intentions,
some words of wisdom
variously attributed to both
Mark Twain and New York
Yankee's legend Yogi Berra
ring particularly true:
Predictions are hard,
especially about the future.
This is, after all, North
Korea, one of the world's
most isolated societies and
secretive governments.But
we do know that
Pyongyang closely studies
the machinations in
Washington. And, as they
proved during the early
days of the Trump and
Obama presidencies, Kim
and his advisers know how
to grab America's attention
-- and they may choose to
do so after taking the
backseat to the US election,
protests over racial injustice
and a global pandemic.

A Biden administration, or
Trump during a second
term, could be forced to
deal with Pyongyang
sooner than they'd like.
Trump's tenure
Disarming North Korea
remains one of the United
States' most intractable
foreign policy issues. Since

2006, Pyongyang has
successfully tested six
nuclear devices and three
intercontinental ballistic
missiles (ICBMs), weapons
Kim says are meant to deter
foreign aggression and
ensure the continuity of the
regime that he leads with
an iron fist. The country's
dogged pursuit of these
armaments, however, has
come at a tremendous
cost. Sanctions punishing
Pyongyang for its nuclear
program essentially bar
North Korea -- one of the
world's poorest countries -
- from trading with the
outside world. That means
there are few opportunities
for North Korea to improve
its economy and increase
the livelihood of its people,
a key promise Kim has
made to his people.

The US hoped that
sanctions would cripple
North Korea and force Kim
to negotiate. And President
Trump had hoped that by
becoming the first sitting
president to sit face-to-face
with a North Korean leader,
he could engineer some
sort of breakthrough. But
despite these one-on-
ones, negotiations have
been at an impasse since
the two leaders' second
summit in 2019 in Hanoi.
Trump wanted some sort of
"big deal" that would see
North Korea give up its
nuclear program for
immediate sanctions relief,
but Kim was only prepared
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to shut down Yongbyon,
the biggest and best-known
facility in North Korea that
produced fissile material for
nuclear weapons, in
exchange for sanctions
relief, according to Trump's
former national security
adviser, John Bolton.

That wasn't enough for
Trump, so he walked.

"There were opportunities
potentially having a direct
engagement between the
leaders but, as things
showed, it wasn't a silver
bullet to resolve the
issues,” said Markus
Garlauskas, a former
national intelligence officer
for North Korea on the US'

National Intelligence
Council.
Hanoi, Garlauskas said,

proved that it wasn't a lack
of communication or
leader-to-leader contact
that had prevented a
breakthrough.The
"fundamental obstacle,”
he said, is "Kim's lack of
interest in giving up those
nuclear weapons, and his
willingness to sustain
very high cost to keep
them."

Communicate early,
communicate often
To date, the Trump

administration has sold its
North Korea policy as a win.
That's because since
November 2017, Kim has
not tested any nuclear
weapons or long-range
missiles -- the weapons
designed to deliver a

nuclear warhead to the
United States homeland.
During their first summit,
Trump and Kim struck what
appeared to be a tacit
agreement that, as long as
talks were going on, North
Korea would not test ICBMs
or nuclear bombs. Trump,
in turn, scaled down the
number of military drills the
US conducts with South
Korea. These exercises
are meant to keep troops
ready in case of conflict, but
North Korea sees them as
hostile and will often claim
they are practice for an
invasion.

The accord, however, did
not apply to shorter-range
missiles that could be used
to target US troops or allies
in the region, which North
Korea has continued to
test. And Pyongyang made
no commitment to stop
developing or enhancing its
weaponry in ways short of
testing them.

On October 10, North
Korea rolled out what is
believed to be one of the
world's biggest ICBMs at a
military parade on a
significant anniversary in
Pyongyang. Weapons
experts said it appeared
the gigantic missile was
designed to carry multiple
warheads to penetrate missile
defense systems -- proving
that North Korea's commitment
to stop testing ICBMs didn't
mean it wasn't going to stop
working on them. If North
Korea was to consider this
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North Korea iIs going to be a major

headache for whoever wms the US election

new missile viable, it would
need to conduct a test

launch. Though Kim
pledged not to test ICBMs
during US negotiations, he
said in a speech last year
that he no longer felt duty-
bound to comply with the
promise. He has blamed
the US for the diplomatic
impasse and says it has
been "deceived by the US,"
wasting 18 months on
talks.

Now, some experts worry
that testing the new
mammoth ICBM could be a
possible next step to get
attention after the election.
"l would not be surprised at
all to see the North Koreans
take some kind of a step in
the ballistic missile testing
arena or in the nuclear
testing arena, particularly if
Biden wins the election,”
said Evans Revere, a
former assistant secretary
of state for East Asia and
the Pacific. "l think the
North Koreans are going to
want to have him start out
on the back foot to the
extent possible. And one
way to do that would be
what they did with President
Obama.”

Biden's biggest challenge,
experts say, could come
during the presidential
transition. His campaign
website has just one vague
sentence on North Korea
policy, so it's likely Biden
and his aides would need
to quickly identify a strategy
to get North Korea to move

toward denuclearization,
and to find the right people
to implement that strategy.
Joseph Yun, who served as
a State Department special
representative for North
Korea under Obama and
Trump, said it would be
crucial for Biden to get in
touch with the North
Koreans and lay out his red
lines as quickly as he can,
so the North Koreans do
not try to discover them on
their own.

"It's very important that in
the beginning to get off on
the right foot,” Yun said.
"You might want to send a
message to North Korea,
saying things like, We want
to talk, we are prepared to
talk, but for now, give us
time and please don't do
any tests."

But each candidate has
unique advantages and
disadvantages. Trump's
relationship with Kim might
help continue to keep the
temperature down on the
Korean Peninsula, but his
commitment to total
denuclearization up-front
remains unrealistic.

Biden has been critical of
Trump's relationship with
Kim, whom he called a
"thug" at the final
presidential debate
Thursday. Still, the former
vice president has a
chance to reset things. He
does not need to demand
full denuclearization
immediately -- though he
will surely know the failed
history of previous
incremental deals. Biden
will also have to convince
Japan and South Korea
that Trump's transactional
approach to alliances was
a one-off and assure them
that  Washington is
committed to their defense,
regardless of cost.

But the reality is that Biden
and Trump face the same
challenge when it comes to
Kim: How do you get North
Korea to stop developing
nuclear weapons and
ballistic missiles and,
eventually, give up arms it
sees as vital to deterring
adversaries?

So far, neither appears to
have the answer.
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The
around television news
channels  manipulating
Televison Rating Points (TRPS)
has turned the spotlight on
three issues plaguing
television news. The firstis the
growing toxicity in coverage
that sometimes borders on
what may be termed "hate
speech”. The second is the
reliability of the TV rating
system which decides the fate
of nearly 230,000 crore in
advertising revenues. The third
- linked to the two - is the role
the advertiser
moderating this stridency by
leveraging ad spends.

The coverage of Sushant Singh
Rajput's death and its
aftermath made a spectacle
that would make most reality
shows seem moderate in
comparison. Hyper-aggressive
anchors, high-voltage drama
news breaks, dissing rival
channels' stories have
become the norm - all for an
increased share of TRPs.
TRP is an estimate of the TV
viewership for a show, and is
the only metric that determines
the viewing patterns of 840
million Indians in 197 million
TV-owning households and is
the basis on which advertisers
allocate their money. ATRP of
10 means 10% of Indians with
a TV, in of a specified
demographic or geography, are
watching a channel at a point
intime. That is about 84 million
viewers.

TV advertising spends in 2019
around 228,000 crore,
excluding Goods and Services
Tax (GST). Of this, news
occupies a relatively small
share of 13% of the total
audience, well behind general
entertainment, movies, music
and sports, and gets 73,640
crore of advertising, spread over
nearly 400 news channels.
Given that news viewership is
a small segment of overall
viewership, even a small
change in TRPs will mean a
big swing in ad revenues.
Advertising comprises nearly
45% of news channel revenues
and can adversely affect
channel viability. In this
scenario, is there a case for
brands to use ad spend as a
tool to aid responsible
behaviour?

Earlier this year, more than 600
companies, including some of
the world's largest advertisers,
pulled advertising off Facebook
in the United States (US) as
part of the "Stop Hate for
Profit" campaign. This was for
its refusal to moderate hate
speech during the height of the
Black Lives Matter movement
inthe US. Evenin India, a few
advertisers have been debating
the idea of boycotting certain
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controversy

plays in

news channels for similar
reasons.One view is that in a
true democracy, corporations
should not be allowed to tell
news channels how and what
to report. If corporates withhold
spends on channels with a view
to ask them to "behave", they
are fundamentally interfering in
the process of news delivery,
and are actively diving into
areas that are beyond their
commercial mandate.Such
advertiser activism is
tantamount to strong-arming
news channels with a view to
throttle their content and
breaches the line between
commerce and editorial
independence. While today the
expectation may be to pull
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Should corporates takeastand on TVnhews?

their advertising off news

channels that may seem
toxic, it won't be long before
activists expect brands to pick
sides in ongoing political and
social debates, and this can
have no end. Also, what
constitutes toxicity in a news
channel may be quite
subjective.

Brands also cater to diverse
consumer segments and what
seems like a justified stance
to some customers may
seem partisan and biased to
another. This can impact
revenue and raises questions
on the personal alignments of
brand owners and their
accountability to investors. In
today's polarised atmosphere,

any attempt to boycott a
channel can backfire,
especially if that channel has
wide viewership - even though
the brand custodians may view
that segment of viewers with
disdain. In a country with
diverging views, choosing
issues and sides will be a
nightmare that most brands
would like to avoid.Businesses
which sense that their
customers are perturbed about
the content or coverage on any
particular news outlet, or find
the editorial environment
incongruous to their brand's
values, will subtly pull back -
without overtly making a
statement. Businesses also
have the option of driving opinion
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on moderation and responsible
behaviour through their own
advertising messaging and by
supporting causes in the
space that they think some
news channels are disrupting.
The alternative view fast
gathering momentum is that it
is incumbent for corporations
to do the right thing even
though it may have short-term
implications on their
bottomline.

Purpose is now becoming
central to companies and
sticking to strong ethical
principles even in the face of
short-term  threats to
profitability is best. Abusiness
entity has a stake in the
community they operate in

A combination of
a more robust
sample by
increasing the
number of
household
meters and
systemic checks
need to be putin
place

and they must contribute
positively to stay relevant.

. Moreover, a new generation of
* millennials expect their

brands to stand up for

'_ issues that matter to them.

While the government has
directed all channels to
strictly adhere to the
programme code under
the Cable Television
Regulation Act and
cautioned against airing
content that is
slanderous, defamatory,
or based on innuendo and
half-truths, the real
challenge to address is
the need to make TRPs

tamper-proof. A
combination of a more
robust sample by

increasing the number of
household meters and
systemic checks need to
be put in place. The
government would do well
to subsidise the costs that
would be needed to make this
happen for the greater good.

Why We Can't Be Friends with Our Allies

The 2020 contest between
Donald Trump and Joe Biden has
thrown into stark relief two distinct
understandings of the United
States' relationship with its allies.
Trump is famously said to view
allies in transactional terms as
partners of convenience that may
need to be coerced or even cast
aside. Biden and his team, in
contrast, have been at pains to
present the United States' allies in
personal terms-as what Biden calls
the nation's "friends."” Biden and his
advisers regularly equate alliances
with friendships: Biden has
promised to "stand with our allies
and friends," accused Trump of
"stiff-arming our friends" in Europe,
and advocated "a united front of
friends and partners" to challenge
China. Vice presidential nominee
Kamala Harris uses similar
language, calling for the United
States "to be loyal to [its] friends.
People who've stood with you, got
to stand with them."

Both of us support Biden and
understand the need for appealing
language amid a fraught campaign.
Nonetheless, Biden and his team

are wrong: A state's allies are not
its "friends and partners" like one
has in personal and professional
relationships. By presenting allies
s "friends," the Biden team does
the U.S. public a disservice.
Amid the competitive world of
international politics, even close
allies have interests that diverge;
even when they have common
interests, they are not equally felt.
Moreover, major powers like the
United States often have multiple
alliances, some of which conflict
with one another. And because
international conditions can
change, allies often do need to be
pressured and, sometimes,
abandoned-just as today's ally can
become tomorrow's enemy (and
vice versa).
Rhetoric aside, the United States
has never treated alliances as
friendships. For one thing, prior
presidents have coerced allies
behind closed doors, threatening
long-standing partners such as
South Korea over their pursuit of
nuclear weapons. Similarly, the
second Bush and Obama
administrations regularly aired

grievances with U.S. allies in a bid
to pressure them to accede to U.S.
interests. For example, former
Secretary of Defense Robert Gates
criticized NATO members for failing
to be "serious and capable partners
in their own defense;" former
Secretary of State Colin Powell
threatened those who opposed the
2003 Iraq War with punishment and
hinted at possible abandonment;
and even President Barack Obama
accused allies from Europe to the
Middle East of seeking a "free ride"
on American power while dragging
the United States into their own
conflicts. Just as the United
States has not been above
browbeating its partners, so too
has the U.S often changed its
"friends" for the sake of larger
interests. The United States de-
recognized its Taiwanese ally in
1979 in order to gain the People's
Republic of China as an ally
against the Soviet Union.
Likewise, U.S. leaders have had
little compunction ending U.S.
partnerships with the Kurds. And,
lest we forget, the United States'
German and Japanese "friends"

were anything but prior to 1945.
By falsely equating alliances with
friendships, Biden and his team
run serious risks. The rhetoric of
friendship obscures the reality of
U.S. foreign policy to the
American people. For a campaign
that prides itself on restoring the
public's trust in government, this
is a serious problem, risking
public backlash if Biden is
elected while forgoing an
opportunity to improve the quality
of policy discussions. Equally
important, the approach risks
undermining international
stability by giving U.S. partners
ill-placed faith in U.S.
commitments. After four years of
the Trump administration's
bullying, allies from Canada to
Germany to South Korea worry
about American reliability and
seek a course correction. In
pledging fidelity to its "friends,"
however, the Biden approach
risks going too far in the opposite
direction. It could create a false
expectation among allies of a
restored friendship with
Washington without conditions.
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'India stands with Austria”: PM Modi tweets after Viennaterror attacks

Gunmen attacked at least six locations in central Vienna on Monday, killing two people and injuring at least 14 others. While one of
the attackers was shot dead by the police, Austria’s interior ministry said more than one assailants could be on the loose.

Covid

The Interpol has, for the
first time in history, decided
to postpone its 89th General
Assembly (GA) slated to be
held in United Arab Emirates
(UAE) in December because
of the coronavirus disease
(Covid-19) outbreak and the
pandemic-related deaths
across the world.

The annual meeting of all
194-member countries was
to discuss cooperation on
terrorism, organised crimes
and criminal networks
among other aspects of po-
licing. The Interpol’s execu-
tive committee concluded
that it is inadvisable and
materially impossible to hold
the 89th GA anywhere in the
world this year.

“Due to legal, technical
and logistical reasons,
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Pime Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday conveyed
his condolences over the ter-
ror attacks in Vienna, in
which two people were killed
and at least 14 were injured,
and said he was “shocked
and saddened” by the das-
tardly attacks in Austria’s
capital city. He also said In-
dia was with Austria “in this
tragic time.”Deeply shocked
and saddened by the das-
tardly terror attacks in
Vienna. India stands with

Austria in this tragic time.
My thoughts are with the vic-
tims and their families,” PM
Modi said in a tweet on Tues-
day.

Gunmen attacked six lo-
cations in Vienna on Mon-
day, starting outside the
city’s main synagogue, in
what Austria’s government
has called a “repulsive terror
attack.” While Vienna Police
shot dead one of the attack-
ers, Austria’s interior minis-
ter Karl Nehammer said at

nterpol postpones its 194-
member General Assembly for the first time

The annual meeting of all 194-member countries was to discuss cooperation on terror-
iIsm, organised crimes and criminal networks among other aspects of policing

there is currently also no
viable option for a virtual
GA,” Interpol said in a
statement.Jirgen Stock,
secretary-general,
Interpol, said: “The UAE
authorities worked ex-
tremely hard to identify
solutions to the problems
presented by the Covid-19
pandemic. However, unfor-
tunately it is not possible
for the GA to go ahead as
planned”. He added: “De-

spite the postponement of
the GA, the daily work of
supporting our 194-mem-
ber countries combat all
forms of transnational
crime and terrorism re-
mains unaffected.”

The new dates for GA
have not been announced
yet. India is slated to host
the 91st GA of Interpol in
2022. It is yet to be as-
certained, if the postpone-
ment will affect the future

annual meets. The post-
ponement implies that be-
sides the budget, which
exceptionally can be ap-
proved by the executive
committee, all other
statutory items would re-
main pending until the
next session of the GA,
Interpol said. This in-
cludes elections for the
executive committee and
the Commission for the
Control (CCC) of Interpol’s
files. The CCC is a key
exercise to decide the
cases of red notices after
analysing the presenta-
tions made by fugitives.
Any accused, who has
fled his homeland, can pe-
tition Interpol on grounds
of being targeted for politi-
cal and religious reasons.

Death toll from Turkey earthquake
reaches 100: Disaster authority

While 98 people had died in the western Turkish city of Izmir, two teenagers died on the Greek
island of Samos, authorities said. It was the deadliest quake to hit Turkey in nearly a decade.

The death toll from
Friday's earthquake in the
Aegean Sea has reached
100, with the deaths of 98
people in Turkey’'s western
city of Izmir, disaster authori-
ties said.

Two teenagers also died
on the Greek island of
Samos, authorities said. It
was the deadliest quake to
hit Turkey in nearly a decade.

The quake injured 994
people in Izmir, with 147 still
being treated, the Disaster
and Emergency Management
Authority (AFAD) said on
Tuesday, adding that rescu-
ers were still combing five
buildings in the search effort.

More than 3,500 tents

and 13,000 beds are being
used for temporary shelters
in Turkey, where relief efforts
have drawn in nearly 8,000
personnel and 25 rescue
dogs, the agency said.
Turkey is crossed by fault

L g

lines and is prone to earth-
guakes. More than 500
people were killed in a 2011
guake in the eastern city of
Van, while another in Janu-
ary this year killed 41 people
in the eastern province of

Elazig. In 1999, two power-
ful quakes killed 18,000
people in northwestern Tur-
key. AFAD said Friday’s
earthquake had a magnitude
of 6.6, with some 1,400 af-
tershocks.

least one perpetrator is still
on the run.

Speaking at a news con-
ference Nehammer further
said, “It’s the hardest day
for Austria in many years.
We’'re dealing with a terror
attack the severity of
which, thank God, we've
not experienced in Austria
in many years.”

As a precaution, the in-
terior ministry has rein-
forced border checks and
children are not required to

attend school on Tuesday.
Though people have been
urged to stay at home,
Vienna mayor Michael
Ludwig said the city would
“run normally” on Tuesday.
However, there will be
tougher police presence on
the city’s streets.
Monday’s attack took
place on what was the last
evening before a nation-
wide curfew was to come in
effect due to the Covid-19
pandemic, across Austria.

Hong Kong leader to travel to

Beljing to seek economic aid

Carrie Lam said the meetings, set for Wednesday
through Friday, will include discussions on how
Hong Kong can integrate into China’s national
development, as well as how the semi-autonomous
Chinese territory can cooperate with Shenzhen.

Hong Kong leader Carrie
Lam will travel to Beijing on
Tuesday to meet with Chi-
nese officials to seek help in
reviving Hong Kong's
economy and discuss re-
opening the borders with
mainland China as
coronavirus infections in her
city dwindle.

Lam said the meetings,
set for Wednesday through
Friday, will include discus-
sions on how Hong Kong can
integrate into China’s national
development, as well as how
the semi-autonomous Chi-
nese territory can cooperate
with Shenzhen — a southern
Chinese city that borders
Hong Kong — as part of the
Greater Bay Area integrated
economic scheme.

She also told reporters that
she plans to discuss when
Hong Kong and mainland
China will be able to resume
the flow of people across the
border without quarantines.
Since March, residents in
mainland China and Hong
Kong have been required to
quarantine for two weeks
when they cross the border
due to the pandemic.

“That is very important to
economic activities, from the
provision of professional ser-
vices, visiting relatives and
going to schools,” Lam said.

i

Lam’s trip to Beijing
comes after she postponed
her annual policy address two
days before it was scheduled
to take place last month, say-
ing that support from Beijing
would allow her to give a
speech later that would boost
confidence in Hong Kong's
economic future. Confidence
in Hong Kong's semi-autono-
mous status, promised to the
city when Beijing took back
control of the former British
colony in 1997, has been
shaken since mainland au-
thorities imposed a national
security law over the territory
this summer. The city’s
economy has also taken a hit
due to the pandemic, with its
borders closed to tourists
since the end of March.

With regards to the US
presidential election, Lam
said she expects the next
president to evaluate the im-
portance of Hong Kong within
China-US relations. “I hope
that the new US administra-
tion will handle relations with
Hong Kong in a comprehen-
sive way, taking into account
the interests of the many US
businesses in Hong Kong that
employ a lot of people, and
will not thoughtlessly allow
political considerations to
have an unwarranted effect on
Hong Kong,” she said.
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Let's celebrate pollution free Green Diwali
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This time without buying Chinese crackers and other decorative items.

0 to any market in
G India and you will see

an abundance of Chi-
nese products. Today, China
is earning a lot from the goods
it sells in India. It is not known
from how many other countries
China is getting such a large
amount of foreign exchange.
With this amount, China is
expanding its industries day by
day and gaining control of
world markets.In the case of
Diwali firecrackers, it was re-
vealed that Chinese firecrack-
ers are made from sulfur, while
in India, firecrackers are made
from nitrate, which is less dan-
gerous than sulfur. But be-
cause of the cheapness of
Chinese firecrackers, Indians
prefer them because fire-
cracker enthusiasts have noth-
ing to do with pollution. If our
people are so concerned about
pollution then why should we
pollute our environment on ev-
ery happy occasion? There are
many other ways to celebrate,
but we have no choice but to
make noise and spread pollu-
tion. Such people will be able
to stop buying cheap Chinese
crackers only when they are
health conscious.Many indus-
tries are collapsing in India as
a result of the sale of Chinese
goods. When the industrial
units in the country close
down, it will cause various
losses. Many workers will lose
their jobs and return to the
streets. Due to rising unem-
ployment, thefts and other
crimes will continue to in-

crease in the country. How
can a country with the high-
est number of young people
in the world face such a high
level of unemployment? The
collapse of industries will lead
to further losses as bank
loans will sink and the burden
on insurance companies will
increase. In the cycle of han-
dling industries, the govern-
ment will not be able to pro-
vide facilities to the agriculture
sector which has already
reached a deplorable state.
This will make the recession
in the country even more dan-
gerous. That is why some
nationalist groups are con-
stantly opposing the sale of
Chinese goods in India and
forbidding people from buying
Chinese goods by teaching
them a lesson of patriotism.
They say China is our enemy
and why should we drink wa-
ter from the enemy's
house.But we have to accept
the fact that concepts like
patriotism or nationalism can
only succeed in a society that
is economically, socially and
intellectually free. In a coun-
try where free goods are fall-
ing apart, itis not an easy task
to dissuade them from buying
cheap goods. The poor man
who earns his living by earn-
ing a living will refuse to listen
to such things and will buy
flour from the same shop from
where he can get it cheaper.
Most of the above Chinese
goods are also characterized
by low price and generally

good quality. In such a situa-
tion, the common man cannot
be stopped from buying those
goods. Similarly, there is a lot
of Chinese goods with which
no indigenous goods are avail-
able. As Chinese mobile
phones dominate the Indian
market. China's cheap mobile
phones have become the first
choice of Indians. Similarly,
computers, solar panels, elec-
trical appliances, bicycles,
industrial equipment, printing
equipment, crockery, textiles,
decorative items, furniture,
sculptures, rags, firecrackers
and many more are found in
the market in China. Is Then
when such essential items are
nowhere to be found at this
price, what is the other way
for the common man?

Along with illiteracy and pov-
erty, lack of awareness is also
a major reason for the high
sales of cheap Chinese
goods. We often find that or-
ganic vegetables or fruits that
are more expensive than usual
due to being non-toxic are
bought by people who are both
financially comfortable and
more health conscious. But
how many such people are
there in our country?Some
people wonder why the Indian
government does not ban Chi-
nese goods. But such people
are ignorant of the rules of
world trade. All the major
countries of the world (includ-
ing India and China) are mem-
bers of the WTO and have
their hands tied in terms of

trade. All these countries have
signed the agreements of the
organization. According to the
rules of the organization, a
member country can sell its
goods in any other member
country and it cannot be
stopped. India may impose
anti-dumping duties on certain
items imported from another
country. But even this work
can be done within a certain
limit. There is a large network
of businesses in the world.
Only by staying in that net-
work and cooperating with
other countries can we stay
in world trade. If a country is
outside the WTO, the whole
fabric of its trade will be bro-
ken. This will cost him even
more.The only effective way to
compete with China is to ex-
pand your manufacturing sec-
tor and start selling as many
goods as you can in your do-
mestic and world markets. But
this work will not be done in a
day. For this we need to de-
velop a work culture in the

country. We must get techni-
cal training along with our
schooling. Every home in
China is working like a factory.
Her children are engaged in
production. Then with the
same product he fills the mar-
kets of the whole world. Mar-
kets in Europe and the United
States are full of Chinese
goods. But India is mainly
exporting raw materials whose
prices are low all over the
world. But earning can be
done only by selling finished
goods instead of raw materi-
als. Itis the same as selling a
farmer's potato (raw material)
cheaply but the chips made
from it are packed and be-
come expensive. We should
all take a vow this Diwali not
to buy firecrackers made in
China, nor to buy lamps and
decorative lights made in
China. Altogether we can say
that any Similarly, we should
not buy Chinese-made lamps,
candles etc. made in India
and not send our country's
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earnings abroad to any other
country. We should all cel-
ebrate Diwali without firecrack-
ers this time and celebrate
pollution free Diwali Recogniz-
ing their duty, every human
being and every family member
should celebrate Green Diwali by
planting one plant each.
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Every year, the month of
October - November
invigorates cities with a festive
spirit all around. This quarter
is a favourite for many. And why
not? It brings excitement,
enthusiasm, lights up the
mood with social gatherings,
festive food, and gives a break
for celebrations. However, this
year, the coronavirus
pandemic seems to have
subdued the entire energy. As
festival season approaches,
health experts fear India’s
modest success (In terms of
recovery of COVID cases) of
recent weeks is about to turn
a corner. With Diwali and other
major religious celebrations
fast approaching, fears are
growing that India could be hit
by a festival-fuelled surge
in Coronavirus cases.

Kerala's response to Covid-19
had been praised by the UN
as recently as June, but since
the 10-day Onam festival it has
become India’s worst-hit state.
The southern state of Kerala —
previously hailed as a model
for its actions in containing the
virus — has already been hit by
a fresh spurt of infections
attributed to people mingling
during the 10-day Onam
festival in August. Health
experts now fear similar
problems could emerge as
North India enters its festival
season in the run up to Diwali
on November 14. In addition to
Diwali, large public
celebrations happened during
Durga Puja, a week-long
festival , and Dussehra, also.
Hanging over these
three religious festivals is the
experience of Kerala, which
was feted by the United
Nations as recently as June
for its systematic testing,
contact tracing and
guarantining regimes but has
since seen a stunning reversal
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in fortunes. Kerala now has
the third highest number of
active cases per million
population — more than
230,000 — of any state in India.
“It all went wrong because
of the perception that the
disease had disappeared
when in fact it had only
retreated. There was ahuge
laxity from the public during
Onam which resulted in a

surge of cases in
September,” said K.K.
Shailaja, Kerala’s health
secretary.

However, if anything, the
government of Prime
Minister Narendra

Modi seems set on relaxing
restrictions and allowing
celebrations in an effort to
boost the economy. Diwali
traditionally results in a
massive increase in consumer
spending. Itis the one time of
year when even the poorest of
the poor buy new clothes or
items for the house. As part of
the relaxations, cinemas
reopened second week of
October, though at 50 per cent
capacity and with the
requirement that viewers keep
empty seats between them.
Belatedly, the New Delhi
government had imposed
some restrictions  for
Dussehra. Public gatherings
had attendance limits and
required separate entry and
exit points. Events had seating
only and food stalls were
banned. Delhi’'s Health
Minister Harsh Vardhan urged
residents to celebrate at home
in small groups and avoid
going out. “No God says one
needs to visit public places to
prove your faith. Just a little
carelessness during festivals
can worsen the situation,” he
said.

So far, there is little evidence
his advice was heeded. In
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Kolkata, because of Durga
Puja, shops were crowded full
of customers pushing and
shoving each other, while open
air markets were
indistinguishable from pre-
Covid days.The scenes have
prompted some Kolkata
doctors to warn the festival
could result in a fourfold
increase in infections.
Recent festivals across states
— such as Ganesh Chaturthi
in Maharashtra and Onam in
Kerala — have seen a
considerable Covid spike. And
with Durga Puja, Navratri and
Diwali (around the corner), the

festivals tured super-
spreaders.

Putting out a prudent
message, Union health

minister Harsh Vardhan has
called for extra vigil during the
upcoming festival season in
light of the Covid pandemic.
Although active Covid cases
have continued to slide for the
tenth consecutive day — India
on Sunday recorded less than
70,000 cases and lower than
900 fatalities for the first time
in the previous six days —
Vardhan is absolutely right in
cautioning against
ostentatious celebrations.
That would be disastrous just
ahead of winter’s cold weather
expected to cause a big surge
in Covid cases. An expert
committee on Covid has
warned Delhi could see as
many as 15,000 daily cases
this winter. The festival season
and winter months could prove
a double whammy for Covid
containment efforts. The next
three months are extremely
crucial and will determine
if the country can stave off
the worst of the pandemic.
In this regard, the Delhi
Disaster Management
Authority has temporarily
lifted restrictions on religious

gatherings for the coming
festive season with strict
guidelines on crowd control,
masking, thermal screening
and perimeter restrictions.
Authorities must enforce
masking, impose strict
penalties, immediately
withdraw permission if
violations are found. In Kolkata,
the pre-Durga Puja shopping
spree has already seen a
spike in daily Covid cases —
on October 8 the city
registered 765 new cases
compared to 380 on
September 8. With more than
37,000 public Pujas organized
across Bengal this year, lack
of extreme caution would have
been catastrophic.

Although , to ensure public
safety, there are restrictions on
social gatherings and events
like Garba night, Diwali
exhibitions, and other related
events. The big festivals like
Durga Pooja, Dushehra,
Diwali, followed by Christmas
are around the corner and
people have started figuring out
the ways to plan safe
celebrations. It is essential to
lay extra emphasis on following
social distancing and hygiene
protocols. Here're five ways
that help light up your
celebrations amidst the
pandemic:

Go digital : Festivity
is all about togetherness and
strengthening bonds. People
staying away from their family
and loved ones are not able to
travel due to COVID-19 led
restrictions. Getting gifts from
markets and visiting your
family and friends could not be
a safe option this year. This
festive season, try and adjust
to the new normal. Find
innovative ways to send
greetings and gifts to your
loved ones. One can plan for
digital surprises like LIVE
music night on a video call,
personal radio show, celebrity
wishes, etc. to make the
celebration more memorable
for your guests.

Plan an indoor
romantic dinner : Travelling
to your hometown for Diwali
celebrations involves huge
risks. People planning to
celebrate Diwali with their
partner can still feel
enthusiastic about the festival.
Find out ideas to bring
celebrations at home while
making it special. Avoid
outside food and cook
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favourite meals for your loved
ones. To make it even more
special, you can get theme-
based DIY romantic Kkits.
Create a dreamy setup for a
candlelight dinner from the
comfort of your home. This will
help you create safe
celebrations and lifetime
memories with your partner.
Consider DlY
decorations : Planning a
festive celebration with
restrictions and fear of going
outto shop for the required stuff
is challenging. To ensure
personal safety, people avoid
going to markets and find it
difficult to buy decoration
material. Also, travelling to find
the required stuff from one
shop to the other is time-
consuming. However, this
should not impact the mood of
your celebrations. Instead of
wasting hours on finding the
right stuff or toggling multiple
online shopping windows, go
for DIY decoration Kits. They
are custom made and easily
available with home delivery
options. These kits make your
party planning free from hassle
and make your space look
visually ready for the party.
Limit the pax
Larger the gathering, the
higher the risk of infection
spread. The Government and
Healthcare officials have
issued standard operating
processes to plan exhibitions
and events with restrictions.
Events like Durga puja
pandals, Ramlila pandals,
Diwali Mela, etc. have to follow
precautions with a cap on the
number of people. Thus, it is
better to plan your indoor
celebration with a limited
number of guests. To ensure
the health safety of your
closed ones, plan a
gathering with limited pax.
If you're overloaded with party
arrangements, get
professional decorators at
home to deck up your space
and make it festive ready.
There are party planners in the
market that provide decoration
services with all safety
precautions. The materials are
sanitized in front of customers,
and vendors wear masks that
add safety to your
celebrations. Avoid
assumptions related to
sickness : People from across
the country have suffered from
coronavirus infection. Though
they got recovered, doesn’t

Dr Dimpy Gupta
BDS, MBA
Relationship Manager
ndus Hospitals (Mohali, Fatehgarh
& DeraBassi, Punjab)

mean they cannot fall sick
again. Additionally, people
assume that their close family
and friends cannot catch the
virus and it is safe to meet
them. Such careless
assumptions are critical that
affect your safety. While
planning a social gathering
for a festive celebration, it
is significant to be
responsible and take
mandatory precautions. If
any of your guests have low
immunity or recently recovered
from COVID-19, suggest them
to stay at home. Making your
assumptions about the
behavior of a virus can go wrong
and ruin the post-celebration
memories.

The number of coronavirus
cases is rising, it is also
recommended to refrain from
outside food. This might create
stomach infections and affect
immunity levels. Having home-
cooked food is the most
suitable option during such a
pandemic situation and adds
a traditional feel of the festival
to your celebrations.
Understandably, many have
pandemic fatigue and see the
festival season as an
opportunity to break out of the
doom and gloom. But, if large
scale festivals lead to large
scale Covid cases and deaths,
they are simply not worth it.
Besides, there is light at the
end of the tunnel with several
Covid vaccines already in the
final stages of clinical trial. It's
very likely some will be
available early next year.
Therefore, it makes senseto
have low-key, smaller
festivals this year so that we
can redouble celebrations
once most people are
vaccinated. The ultimate
assessment of governments’
overall pandemic record too
will lie in whether they can
stave off a festival surge now.
Let’'s be smart, follow
guidelines and have safe
festivals this time around
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jéraj Mehra age 25years, handsome,

fair complexion ; seeks punjabi
speaking. Virishiv horoscope. Highly
educated & at present working in Dubai
as a bank officer since past 3 years. He is =3
looking for an educated beautiful girl; US
citizen. Punjabi speaking. Religion &
caste no bar. No dowry required. Neeraj
has very loving compassionate nature &
is very hardworking. He is looking to
start a family with right girl.

= Jugpreet Singh.DOB: 04-07-1996, . &
Height : 5.10", handsome Gursikh boy.

04??%'&3,2020?10?%&32020@

LASSIFIED

& MATRIMONIAL

Qualification: Undergraduate Marital
Status. Never Married Cast :
(Surname) Kochar (Khatri). Working |

in Aditya Birla fashion & retail Pvt Ltd =
on Post: Senior CC. His Annual

Package: 4 lacs. Own home in Delhi.
Jugpreet looking for an educated |

beautiful girl ; USA citizen. No cast no

bar. No Dowry.

Contact Father : +91 9990655355,
+91 9899795013, +91 9899515784

Publish Your
METRIMONIAL/CLASSIFIED
Advertisement

P AMA

Hdd 3AT = MUs U
3 U gge J 3
Online undM nm aﬂ- -H-IB. W Elé- /
MATRIMONIAL, ‘ —
PROPERTY,
RECRUITMENT,
NAME OF CHANGE,

BUSINESS

It's time to
Grow your Business
Advertise with us...

www.preetnama.com

preethnamausa@gmail.com

Contact : +1 201-312-4180
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