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Dentist girl in India
looking for a suitable
match doctor/engineer
boy India or abroad.
Contact 780 236 0671
India 70872 64520
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31 year old Sikh Khatri/
arora boy 5feet6
Canadian university
graduate with
business degree and
working in medical
science field looking
for a well eduacated
girl from Khatri/arora/
ramgharia family.
Please contact 780
264 9616 or
yoursps@yahoo.com
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A Sikh boy residing in
Edmonton working as a
Engineer, Height 5'-9" Age
33 Years old Looking
qualified girl from
Alberta.Contact :
780-489-7925

Spec1ahzed in
Ladies Designer Suits
Anarkali Suit
Embrodery Suit
Bridal Lahnga
Classical Embroidery
Machine Embrodery

Readymade dresses, Indian Punjabi Jutti, and Jewellery'

Instagram & Facebook
Chohanboutique.nj
Whatsapp numbers

(732) 421-5460,

(973) 810-6498
chohanboutique@gmail.com

Iadoomatrlmonlal@gmall.com

jetandersapra@gmail.com
261-03 Hillside Ave

Floral Park 11004
www.ladoomatrimonial.com




N\ 08 7 200 F14 W 2020 NN\

You're seated at a restaurant
and the waiter comes up to you
and asks: “Tap water or bottled"?
“Bubble,” you say as you whip
out a small transparent wobbly
sphere of water and swallow it
whole.

Nope, that ain’t science fic-
tion. It's nearing reality now.

A London-based start-up has

come up with a unique solution
to cut plastic waste - by creating
edible spheres containing water
that eliminate the need for con-
tainers. The spheres, called
“Ooho”, have a jelly-like mem-
brane made of plant and seaweed
extracts that decompose after
four to six weeks if not
consumed.The start-up com-

pany, Skipping Rocks Lab, says
its mission is to make packag-
ing waste disappear by creat-
ing a sustainable alternative, as
many cities around the world
struggle to dispose of vast num-
bers of used plastic water
bottles. It says on its crowd-
funding page that the packag-
ing is cheaper than plastic and

costs less than two cents to
make. There are two ways to
drink from the flexible globes -
by tearing a hole and pouring
into your mouth, or consuming it
whole. In a trial near London
Bridge, the innovative balls drew
a mixture of surprise, amuse-
ment and delight among those
who sampled them. There are
issues, of course, that remain to
be resolved. How, for example,
can the balls be transported and
carried around reliably without
leaking or making a mess when
someone drinks from them? But
while the creators - London en-
gineers Rodrigo Garcia
Gonzalez, Pierre Paslier, and
Guillaume Couche - figure these
out, they've already won awards
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and been noticed for their design
- winning the second annual
Lexus Design Award and being
featured during the Milan Design
Week. One of the markets they
plan to target is that of marathon
runners, who will be able to dis-
pose of the balls mid-race with-
out concerns about the environ-
ment. And then there’s another,
more fun use for the Ooho balls.
“People see these small round
bubbles and they just think
‘shots’. So that's definitely some-
thing we're looking at,” said Skip-
ping Rocks Lab Chief Operating
Officer Lise Honsinger. “We
have encapsulated alcohol, we
want to perfect it, and then hope-
fully this will be the Jaegerbomb
of the future.”

How you can EAT your way to a stress-free life without resorting to fatty comfort foods

It's all too tempting when you're
stressed to reach immediately for
the salty snacks or sugary treats.
But instead of diving for the com-

there are much

fort foods,
healthier options that will help you
de-stress much more effectively.
You don't have to give up indul-

gent foods altogether though, as
experts reveal that cheese will
help calm you down very quickly.
RED KIDNEY BEANS
‘These beans add a healthy dose
of zinc to your diet, the experts at
nutrition tracking website
Nutracheck said. 'Low levels of
this mineral have been linked to
increased risk of depression and
reduced responsiveness to de-
pression treatment. 'Ensuring you
have an adequate intake of zinc
can help balance mood and pos-
sibly your ability to manage stress
better.'
CHEESE

'Your brother iIs better in bed’
Dumped people reveal the VERY harsh parting words

that still

haunt them lon

>

g after their break up

Some relationships are un-
forgettable - and unfortu-
nately the same goes for
some break-ups.

A question posted on Reddit
asked users to share the cru-
ellest words they've ever
heard upon being dumped.
More than 2,000 responses
flooded in from broken-
hearted Reddit users who re-

Provides a good dose of tryp-
tophan, an amino acid which is
turned into serotonin in the body,'
the experts revealed.
'‘Serotonin is a neurotransmitter
which plays an important role in
mood control.'

SPINACH
Rich in folate, this leafy green can
help stabilise your mood.
‘Studies show a link between folate
deficiency and increased risk of
depression.’

SALMON
'Farmed salmon in particular is a
rich source of omega-3 fatty ac-
ids. 'This type of fatty acid has

called admissions of cheating,
or being told their now ex
wanted freedom - only to find
out soon after they'd already
moved onto someone new.
Other Redditors revealed how
they'd been the ones to un-
leash harsh words on a former
love.

One said they told the person
they were breaking up with
they'd been unfaithful no less
than 13 times. Another admit-
ted to telling someone they
were merely a 'distraction from
my future'.

Another man who'd experi-

anti-inflammatory effects which
are believed to help reduce some
of the risk factors associated with
developing anxiety. Less anxiety
equals less stress.'
ALMONDS

‘These are a great source of mag-
nesium. This mineral plays a role
in converting tryptophan into se-
rotonin. 'As mentioned above,
serotonin plays an important role
in mood control and can affect
how calm and relaxed you feel.'

CAMOMILE TEA
‘Camomile tea has been linked to sev-
eral health benefits, including re-
duced anxiety and depression.

enced a painful break-up re-
called how a former girlfriend
blamed his hair loss, and
someone else said he was
told 'your brother is better in
bed'.



www.preetnama.com

Black warrant in Dec 2012 Delhi rape case: This Is what It means
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According to the law, a black warrant or death warrant proceedings take place after the

person on death row has exhausted all legal remedies available to them.

A local court in Delhi on
Tuesday issued a black
warrant against the four men
who had brutally raped and
tortured a 23-year-old woman
on December 16, 2012,
inside a moving bus in the
Capital.

The four men were among the
six, who sexually and
physically assaulted the
physiotherapy student

leading to her death in a &g

hospital in Singapore.

One of them got off lightly
because he was not an adult
and another allegedly

committed suicide in Tihar =

Jail.

The court has ordered them
to be hanged at 7am on
January 22.

What is a black warrant?
Also called a death warrant,
it is an order issued for the
execution of a convict who
has been sentenced to die.
The black warrant is

termed the ‘Warrant of
Execution of a Sentence of
Death’ under the Code of
Criminal Procedure’s
(CrPC’s) Form No 42. In
that form, the court orders

)

the convict to “be hanged
by the neck until he be
dead”.

The form lays down the
details of the procedure to
hang the convict or

convicts.

When is a black
warrant issued?
According to the law, a
black warrant or death
warrant proceedings take

place after the person on
death row has exhausted
all legal remedies available
to them.
What does a black
warrant say?

The black warrant is sent by
a court to the jail

© superintendent in a red

envelope or file.

The convict’s family is then
informed about the execution.
Once the black warrant is
issued the convict is not
made to work and closely
monitored 24 hours a day
around the week. A medical
checkup is also conducted
on the convict twice every
day.

The black warrant identifies
the convict or convicts
sentenced to die, the case
number, the day they were
awarded the death penalty
and the court that confirmed
the capital punishment.
“This is to authorise and
require you to carry the said
sentence into execution by
causing the said (convict’'s
name) to be hanged by the
neck until he be dead...” it
also says.

My daughter got justice: Delhi gang-rape

victim's mother hails court’'s execution order
The 23-year-old woman was gangraped and tortured

on Decem

SN

The mother of Delhi gang-rape
victim has hailed the verdict
given by a Delhi court, saying
her daughter has finally got
justice. “My daughter has got
justice. Execution of the four
convicts will empower the
women of the country. This
decision will strengthen the
trust of people in the judicial
system,” the woman’s mother
Asha Devi said after the
verdict. The trial court on
Tuesday issued the black
warrant to execute the four
men who raped and tortured
the 23-year-old physiotherapy
student in 2012. The
execution to be held on
January 22, the court said in
its order. It has given convicts
time for 14 days to use legal
remedies available to them.
“We will file curative petition

in Supreme Court,” said the
convicts’ lawyer AP Singh.
The trial court had completed
the trial and delivered its guilty
verdict within a year. But it

was much later that the high
court confirmed the death
penalty. In 2017, the Supreme
Court rejected the first set of
appeals against the
conviction. Judge Satish
Kumar Arora issued the

§ warrant at the request of the

police and the victim’s mother

& Wwho had celebrated the top
| court’s 2017 verdict rejecting

an appeal against the death
sentence as “justice at last”.
The 23-year-old woman was
gangraped and tortured on
December 16, 2012, which led
to her death. All the six
accused were arrested and

ber 16, 2012, which led to her death.

charged with sexual assault
and murder. One of the
accused was a minor and
appeared before a juvenile
justice court, while another
accused committed suicide in
Tihar Jail. Four of the convicts
- Akshay, Vinay, Pawan and
Mukesh - were sentenced to
death by a trial court in
September 2013, and the
verdict confirmed by the Delhi
High Court in March 2014
and upheld by the Supreme
Courtin May 2017, which also
dismissed their review petition
in July 2018.

Residential sales dropped by 5%in 2019
in Mumbai Metropolitan Region

Sale of residential properties
in the Mumbai Metropolitan
Region (MMR) dropped by 5
percent in 2019 compared to
the previous year due to the
economic slowdown,
according to areport released
by real estate consultant
Knight Frank India. The sales
dropped despite a 7 per cent
increase in the number of new
launches in MMR. Pune and
Kolkata were the other two
markets that witnessed a drop
in housing sales but sales
increased in Delhi-NCR,
Bengaluru, Chennai,
Hyderabad and Ahmedabad.
Across the eight cities, the
report said, residential
property sales rose to 2.46
lakh units in 2019, a 1 percent
increased over the 2018 figure.
According to the report,
Bengaluru saw maximum rise

in housing sales of 10 per cent
to 48,076 units. The number
of homes sold in 2019 in MMR
fell to 60,943 units during the
calendar year of 2019, as
compared to 63,893 units in
calendar year of 2018,
according to the Knight Frank
India report. Mumbai
Metropolitan Region
comprises the combined area
under eight municipal
corporations of Greater
Mumbai, Thane, Kalyan-
Dombivali, Navi Mumbai,
Ulhasnagar, Bhiwandi-
Nizamapur, Vasai-Virar and
Mira-Bhayandar and 9
municipal councils of
Ambarnath, Kulgaon-Badlapur,
Matheran, Karjat, Panvel,
Khopoli, Pen, Uran, and
Alibaug, apart from over 1,000
villages in Thane and Raigad
Districts.

64% Maharashtra ministers have self-declared criminal cases against them: ADR

At 64%, Maharashtra has the fifth highest share of ministers with declared criminal cases - after Kerala, Bihar, Telangana and Andhra Pradesh.

Sixty-four percent of the newly-appointed
ministers in Maharashtra — 27 out of 42 — have
criminal cases pending against them, according
to a report by election watchdog Association for
Democratic Reforms (ADR). The report by the
non-profit organisation is based on an analysis
of self-sworn affidavits filed by the ministers with
the Election Commission of India ahead of
contesting elections to the state legislature. The
list of 42 ministers does not include chief minister
Uddhav Thackeray, who has not yet contested
any election. At 64%, Maharashtra has the fifth
highest share of ministers with declared criminal
cases —after Kerala, Bihar, Telangana and Andhra

Pradesh — among 25 states for which data of
ministers in their latest government has been
released by ADR.Also, 18 ministers or 43% in
the Maharashtra government have a criminal case
of serious nature against them.

This makes Maharashtra the state with
the second-highest share of ministers with
serious criminal cases, after Telangana where
47% of ministers had serious criminal cases. At
43%, Delhi is at par with Maharashtra on this
count — three of Delhi’'s seven ministers had
serious criminal cases against them. To be sure,
these reports have been released immediately
after the formation of the latest governments in

these states and hence do not account for any
changes in ministerial berths made in the states
thereafter. ADR has not released a similar report
for the latest government in Karnataka, Jharkhand,
Sikkim, Tripura and Puducherry, whereas Jammu
and Kashmir does not have an elected
government at present. The share of ministers
with criminal and serious criminal cases in
Maharashtra has not changed compared to
the previous Bharatiya Janata Party-Shiv
Sena coalition government formed in 2014.
Ministers from all parties in the present
coalition government in Maharashtra have
criminal cases against them.
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$80 million bounty for Donald f’rump’s head, announces lran

US drone attack ordered by President Trump killed
Iranian Major General Soleimani on January 3.

Iran has offered an $80 million
bounty on US President
Donald Trump for the death
of Iranian Major General
Qasem Soleimani, who was
killed in an American drone
strike, a media report said.
During the televised funeral
procession of the top Iranian,
official state broadcasters
said on Sunday $1 would be
tabled for every Iranian in the
country, with the cash going
to whoever killed the US

President, mirror.co.uk said
in the report. “Iran has 80
million inhabitants. Based on
the Iranian population, we
want to raise $80 million
which is a reward for those
who get close to the head of
President Trump,” it was
announced. The January 3
US drone attack ordered by
Trump killed Soleimani,
commander of the Quds
Force of Iran’s Islamic
Revolution Guards Corps,

and Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis,
deputy chief of Iraqg’'s
paramilitary Hashd Shaabi
forces. The attack took place
on the Baghdad international
airport’s road. The attack has
led to widespread
condemnation in Iran.
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei and President
Hassan Rouhani has vowed
revenge on the US. Earlier on
Sunday, Iranian MP Abolfazl
Aboutorabi threatened to

attack the heart of American
politics. “We can attack the
White House itself, we can
respond to them on the
American soil,” mirror.co.uk
quoted Aboutorabi as saying.
“We have the power... We will
respond in an appropriate
time,” he said, adding: “This
is a declaration of war, which
means if you hesitate you
lose.” During an open
session of the Iranian
Parliament on Sunday

afternoon, President Trump
was called a “terrorist in a
suit” after he threatened to hit

52 Iranian sites hard if Tehran
attacks Americans or US
assets.

Trump says Iran will ‘never’ have nukes; puts Irag on notice

The President has also defended his earlier threat to attack Iranian cultural assets as reprisal for
strikes from Iran carried out in retaliation against the killing of General Qassem Soleimani, a top
Iranian military commander, in a US drone strike outside the Baghdad international airport.

President Donald Trump on
Monday vowed to prevent
Iran from acquiring nuclear
weapons as it announced

the suspension of its
commitments under the
2015 nuclear deal. He had
earlier threatened Iraq with
sanctions if it expelled US
forces, as called for by its
parliament, without paying
compensation for the
“extraordinarily expensive”
air-base built and operated
there by Americans.

The President has also
defended his earlier threat
to attack Iranian cultural
assets as reprisal for strikes
from Iran carried out in
retaliation against the killing
of General Qassem
Soleimani, a top Iranian
military commander, in a US
drone strike outside the
Baghdad international
airport. Trump has come
under severe criticism at
home on this score.

President Trump
communicated his resolve
to prevent Iran from

obtaining nuclear weapons,
in a tweet on Monday
morning, a day after Tehran
announced it had
suspended its commitments
under the nuclear deal, the
six-nation Joint
Comprehensive Plan of
Action (JCPOA) in the
immediate aftermath of the
killing of Soleimani.

“IRAN WILL NEVER HAVE
A NUCLEAR WEAPON!”
Trump wrote, in all-caps,
which he uses for emphasis
or in anger. But he did not
explain.

Trump pulled the United
States out of the deal in
2018 and snapped back
sanctions in force before the
signing of the agreement in
2015, and ratcheted it up
several notches in a
strategy to apply “maximum
pressure” to force Tehran to
give up its nuclear
programme altogether and
also abandon its ballistic
missiles programme and
cease “nefarious” activities
in the region. The US has

put out a 12-condition
demand for resuming talks
with Iran.
“The Islamic Republic of Iran
will end its final limitations
in the nuclear deal, meaning
the limitation in the number
of centrifuge,” Iran had said
in a statement about its
JCPOA reversal. “Therefore
Iran’s nuclear program will
have no limitations in
production including
enrichment capacity and
percentage and number of
enriched uranium and
research and expansion.”
Talking to reporters
on his way back to
Washington from holidays,

he threatened to sanction
Iraq after its parliament
voted a non-binding
resolution to expel US
forces stationed there to
combat the Islamic State.
“We have a very
extraordinarily expensive air
base that’s there,” he said,
adding, “We’re not leaving
unless they pay us back for
it.”

If the Iraqis insisted
and did not “do it on a very
friendly basis”, the president
said, reeling out his
sanctions threat. “We will
charge them sanctions like
they've never seen before
ever. It'll make Iranian

sanctions look somewhat
tame.”

Responding to
guestions about his tweet
targeting Iranian cultural
assets, the president said,
“They’re allowed to kill our
people. They're allowed to
torture and maim our
people. They're allowed to
use roadside bombs and
blow up our people. And
we're not allowed to touch
their cultural site? It doesn’t
work that way.”

Trump, Democrats
squabble over war powers

In related
developments in the United
States, the president and

Democrats locked horns on
his authority to take military
action. Trump shot off a tweet
on Sunday, in which he said
his “Media Posts” (tweets in
other words) should be treated
as his notice to Congress
about any military actions he
may take with regard to Iran.

Democrats
dismissed it outright, and the
House of Representatives,
which they control, announced
a vote “soon” on a resolution
to curb the president’s war
powers. A similar legislative
measure was introduced by
Democrats in the Senate,
which they don't control, last
week.

‘Donald Trump confident he could still
renegotiate Iran nuclear deal’: White House

Iran has said it will not renegotiate the nuclear deal, which Donald Trump

abandoned in 2018, triggering a sharp

US President Donald Trump
is confident he could still
renegotiate a nuclear deal with
Tehran, White House adviser
Kellyanne Conway said on
Monday, a day after Iran
announced it would retreat
further from the 2015 nuclear
pact.

Asked if Trump believes he
can still get Iran to negotiate
a new nuclear agreement,
Conway told reporters at the
White House: “He said he's
open. If Iran wants to start
behaving like a normal
country... sure, absolutely.”
Trump later took to Twitter to
reiterate the White House
stance that “Iran will never

have a nuclear weapon” but
gave no other detalils.

Conway also defended
Trump’s decision last week to
kill one of Iran’s top military
commanders, saying the

president “did what a
responsible, strong - not weak
- commander-in-chief does

when faced with the
opportunity to take out one of
the - if not the - world’s most
wanted terrorists.”

Iran has said it will not
renegotiate the nuclear deal,
which Trump abandoned in
2018, triggering a sharp
decline in relations between

decline in relations between Tehran and

Tehran and Washington.
Tehran has already breached
many of the deal’s restrictions
on its nuclear activities and on
Sunday said it would abandon
limitations on enriching
uranium. But it said it would
still continue to cooperate
with the U.N. nuclear
watchdog and could quickly
reverse its steps if U.S.
sanctions are removed.
Trump’s administration has
pursued a “maximum
pressure” campaign against
Iran that it said could help
pressure Tehran to come to
the negotiating table. Trump
has previously said he is open
to talks with Tehran.
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The leader of Iran’s Revolutionary
Guard threatened on Tuesday to
“set ablaze” places supported by
the United States over the killing
of a top Iranian general in a U.S.
airstrike last week, sparking cries
from the crowd of “Death to Israel!”
Hossein Salami made the pledge
before a crowd of thousands
gathered in a central square in
Kerman, the hometown of the slain
Gen. Qassem Soleimani. His vow
mirrored the demands of top
Iranian officials — from Supreme
Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei to
others — as well as mourners
across the Islamic Republic,

US reaper drone left Soleimani with little chance
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Iran Revolutionary Guard leader

threatens to ‘set ablaze’ US-backed places

Hossein Salami made the pledge before a crowd of thousands gathered in a
central square in Kerman, the hometown of the slain Gen. Qassem Soleimani.

demanding retaliation against
America for a slaying that’s
drastically raised tensions across
the Middle East. Mourners in
Kerman dressed in black carried
posters bearing the image of
Soleimani, a man who Monday
drew lran’s supreme leader to
weep over his casket as a crowd
said by police to be in the
millions filled Tehran. Although
there was no independent
estimate, aerial footage and
Associated Press journalists
suggested a turnout of at least
1 million, and the throngs were
visible on satellite images of

Tehran taken Monday. Authorities
later brought his remains and
those of the others to Iran’s holy
city of Qom, turning out another
massive crowd.

The outpouring of grief was
an unprecedented honor for a man
viewed by Iranians as a national
hero for his work leading the
Guard’s expeditionary Quds
Force. The U.S. blames him for
the killing of American troops in
Iraq and accused him of plotting
new attacks just before his
death Friday in a drone strike
at Baghdad’s airport. Soleimani
also led forces in Syria backing

President Bashar Assad in a long
war, as well as served as the point
man for Iranian proxies in countries
like Irag, Lebanon and Yemen.
His slaying already has
pushed Tehran to abandon the
remaining limits of its 2015
nuclear deal with world powers
as his successor and others
vow to take revenge. In
Baghdad, the parliament has
called for the expulsion of all
American troops from lIraqi
soil, something analysts fear
could allow Islamic State
militants to mount a
comeback.Officials brought

Soleimani’s remains and others
killed in the airstrike to a central
square in the city of Kerman, a
desert city surrounded by
mountains that dates back to the
days of the Silk Road. He'll be
buried in his hometown later
Tuesday.

Salami praised
Soleimani’'s exploits and said as
a martyr, he represented an even
greater threat to Iran’s
enemies."We will take revenge.
We will ablaze where they like,”
Salami said, drawing the cries
of “Death to Israel!” Israel is a
longtime regional foe of Iran.

US denies visa to Iran’s Foreign
Minister ahead of UN Meeting

The Reaper had Soleimani in its sights for about 10 minutes before firing
on two cars carrylng the Iranlan commander, other senior leaders and

Even before Iranian General
Qassem Soleimani got off a
commercial airliner in Baghdad
last week, his fate was already
sealed. The sequence of
events that led to the killing of
the Quds Force commander --
and sent Mideast tensions
soaring -- began hours earlier
in Beirut. It was in the
Lebanese capital that the U.S.,
aware of Soleimani’s travel
plans, watched him board the
plane headed to Baghdad
International Airport, according
to a U.S. official familiar with
the strike. His departure from
the plane in Iraq was monitored
by drones circling above,
including one built by closely-
held General Atomics armed
with laser-guided Hellfire air-to-
surface missiles regularly used
in attacks on high-value
terrorists. The Reaper, a $64
million long-endurance aircraft
with a 20-meter (66-foot)
wingspan, had Soleimaniin its
sights for about 10 minutes
before firing on two cars
carrying the Iranian commander
and other senior leaders and
aides, including the head of an

Iragi-based militia group that
has been in conflict with U.S.
forces.

The cameras on the
Reaper likely would have made
it possible to identify Soleimani,
determine his location in a
vehicle and even what kind of
clothing he wore, according to
Brett Velicovich, a former Army
special operations soldier who
directed drone operations
during missions in Iraq and
Afghanistan. How Qassem
Soleimani Helped Shape the
Modern Mideast: QuickTake

Soleimani’'s car was
the first in the two-car convoy
as it drove down an access
road leaving the airport, and
slipped into second before it
and the now lead car were hit
by two Hellfires each, with no
civilian cars in sight, according
to the official. The details of the
attack appeared to corroborate
what a separate U.S. official
told reporters in Washington
Friday -- that all steps were
taken to minimize civilian
casualties and that Soleimani
was a “target of opportunity.” It
also demonstrated that the

'l @SS, retains the capability to

execute so-called *“time
sensitive targeting” and aerial
attacks of adversaries if there’s
adequate intelligence.
“Conducting a drone

828 strike in Baghdad is much

easier to be successful than
say, somewhere in Yemen”
because “the drone can be

{ flown at lower altitudes there --

people won't notice it as much
as a target might notice a
drone in the middle of the
desert,” said Velicovich. U.S.

aided by Soleimani'’s celebrity
status in the region, according
to one analyst. “Soleimani
thrives on publicity and he was
well known and visible,” said
Kenneth Katzman, senior
Middle East analyst for the
Congressional Research
Service. “Therefore it was
relatively easy to track his
movements using basic
intelligence sharing
relationships and not requiring
any extraordinary or unusual
level of cooperation.”

The United States has denied a
visa to Iranian Foreign Minister
Mohammad Javad Zarif that
would have allowed himto attend
a United Nations Security
Council meeting in New York on
Thursday, a U.S. official said.
Monday’s comments by the
official, who spoke on condition
of anonymity, came as tensions
escalate between the two
countries after the United States
killed Iran’s most prominent
military commander, Qassem
Soleimani, in Baghdad on Friday.
Under the 1947 U.N.
“headquarters agreement,” the
United States is generally

intelligence efforts were likely

required to allow access to the

Eden far from a paradise as Australia bushfires hit economy

The peak summer holiday period should bring
boatloads of cruise-ship passengers and other
holiday makers to the Australian coastal town
of Eden, with visitors thronging stores like Lynn
Baxter’s newsagent. This year, Eden is anything
but a paradise for Baxter and other business
owners on the town’s smoke-filled main street.
Just days after the entire town, including tourists,
was evacuated in the face of fierce wildfires, most
shops remained shuttered. Dead birds and burnt
leaves littered the beachfront.

“It's a seasonal town,” Baxter told
Reuters from behind the counter of her shop,
adding that income was down 85-90%. “This
money, through this time of year, gets us through
winter and we don’t have it now. Don’t know what
we're going to do.” The situationin Edenis playing
out in other towns across Australia where huge
bushfires have burnt through more than 10.3
million hectares (25.5 million acres) of land, killed
25 people and left thousands homeless. Weeks
into the crisis, the economic costs are mounting,
potentially wrecking the central bank’s hopes
for a “gentle turning point” of renewed growth in
gross domestic product this quarter. “The fires
have come at a time when there was already a

lot of uncertainty about Australia’s economic
outlook,” AMP’s Sydney-based head of
investment strategy Shane Oliver said in a
telephone interview.

Oliver estimated a minimum 0.4% hit
on gross domestic product (GDP) in the March
quarter, which could mean growth stalled
completely in the period and prompt a further
interest rate cut as early as February. “The impact
on tourism is expected to be more lasting while
the impact on consumer spending is the biggest
unknown,” Oliver said. Australia’s A$1.95 trillion
economy is already limping after 28 years of
recession-free expansion as cash-strapped
consumers shun everything from clothes to
cars while a three-year drought has hurt
the farm sector. The downturn prompted
three rate cuts by the Reserve Bank of
Australia (RBA) last year to an all-time
low of 0.75%. Financial futures <O#YIB:>
now imply a 50-50 chance of a fourth
easing next month. [AU/INT] In signs of the
early impact of the fires, data released on
Tuesday showed a gauge of Australian
consumer confidence slumped last week to its
lowest level in more than four years.

United Nations for foreign
diplomats. But Washington says
it can deny visas for “security,
terrorism and foreign policy”
reasons.

The U.S. State
Department declined immediate
comment. Iran’s mission to the
United Nations said: “We have
seen the media reports, but we
have not received any official
communication from either the
U.S. or the U.N. regarding
Foreign Minister Zarif's visa.”
U.N. spokesman Stephane
Dujarric declined to commenton
the U.S. denial of a visa for Zarif.
Zarif wanted to attend a meeting
of the Security Council on
Thursday on the topic of
upholding the U.N. Charter. The
meeting and Zarif's travel had
been planned before the latest
flare-up in tensions between
Washington and Tehran. The
Security Council meeting would
have given Zarif a global spotlight
to publicly criticize the United
States for killing Soleimani.
Iran’s U.N. envoy, Majid Takht
Ravanchi, has described the
killing of Soleimani as “an
obvious example of State
terrorism and, as a criminal
act, constitutes a gross
violation of the fundamental
principles of international law,
including, in particular ... the
Charter of the United
Nations.” Zarif last traveled to
New York in September for the
annual gathering of world
leaders at the United Nations
- after the United States
sanctioned him forimplementing
“the reckless agenda of Iran’s
Supreme Leader.”
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ABS  Ankit Kejriwal

ADVANTAGE .
BUSINESS Business Consultant

SERVICES

- Business License & Permits
Corporation Setup Immigration & Divorce
Individual & Corporation Taxes Audits

. Non Profit Setup
Business Insurance

Settle IRS & State Debt
(Offer In Compromise)

Individual Tax Identification Number (ITIN)
(We do in-house passport attestation)

Hospital, Tanda
97796-64581, 62806-22259

advantage.kay@gmail.com
88-45 164th street 718.530.5093

Jamaica NY 11432 917.774.4659
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